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ORDUITHE SEASAIMH DON 

CHOMHDHÁIL 
(STANDING ORDERS FOR CONVENTION) 

 
 

In order that the proceedings of the Convention be carried 
out without delay, the following Standing Orders will be 
observed: 
 
1. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment 
thereto may speak for five minutes, but not more than five 
minutes. 
 
2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution or an Amendment 
must not exceed three minutes. 
 
3. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may 
speak a second time for three minutes before a vote is 
taken, but no other Delegate may speak a second time to 
the same Resolution or Amendment. 
 
4. The Chairman may, at any time he considers a matter 
has been sufficiently discussed, call on the Proposer for a 
reply, and when that has been given a vote must be taken. 
 
5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, 
move ‘that the question be now put’, after which, when the 
Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken. 
 
6. Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose 
of considering any matter not on the Clár, except by the 
consent of a majority equal to two-thirds of those present 
and voting.     
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CUMANN LÚTHCHLEAS GAEL 
COISTE THÍR EOGHAIN 

 
 

 
 
A Chara 
 
 
Tionólfár an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír 

Eoghain i bProinnteach Uí Cheallaigh, Baile Uí Dhálaigh ar an Domhnach 9 

Nollaig 2001 ag tosnu ar 1.30 i.n. 

 
 
Mise, le fíor-mheas 
 
 
 
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 
 
Rúnaí 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CLÁR 
 

            1. Miontuairiscí na Chomhdhála deireadh  (2000). 
           2. Ag éirí as na miontuairiscí. 
           3. Fáilte. 
           4. Glacadh de hOrduithe Seasaimh. 
          5. Tuarascála na bPáirceanna  - An Omaigh 
                       Oileán a’Ghuail 
                       Dún Geanainn 
           6. Tuarascáil an Rúnaí. 
          7. Tuarascála na Fo-Choisti.     
          8. An Cuntas Airgeadais. 
           9. Oráid an Chathaoirligh. 
        10. Na Rúin. 
        11. Togchán an Choiste don bhliain 2001. 
        12. Dúnadh na Chomhdhála. 
                  13. Amhrán na bhFiann. 
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MIONTUAIRISCÍ NA CHOMHDHALA  2000 

 
An Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír Eoghain took place in Kelly’s 

Inn Garvaghey on Sunday 10th  December, 2000. Cathaoirleach Cuthbert Ó Donnaile presided and the 

following members of an Coiste Chontae were in attendance: 

Gearóid Ó Brolcháin, Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil, Pól Ó Dubhrosa, Peadar Ó Cinneide, Séamas Ó 

Corráin, Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig, Breandán Ó hEarcáin, Peadar Mac Giolla Cheara, Diarmaid 

Mac Eochaidh, Séamas Mac Domhnaill, Liam Mac Nialllais, Séamas Ó Treasaigh, and Damhnaic Mac 

Eochaidh. 

 

Delegates from the Clubs were present as follows: 

 

CLUB DELEGATES  
Achadh Lú Conor Russell Phelim Gildernew 

Achadh Uí Arain S McHugh Mervyn Stewart 

Ard Bó Pat Leonard Phelim Devlin 

Eochar Phelim O’Neill Gerry McElroy 

Bearach Alan Rodgers Pádraig  MacÁrtain 

Bruach Áille   

Brocach Darragh Cullen Brian McCloskey 

An Charraig Mhór Micheál Ó Ceallaigh Micheál Mac Giolla Cheara 

Caisleán na Deirge   

Clann na nGael 

Clochar 

Seamus Kearney 

Eoghan Mac Dhónaill 

Aiden O’Kane 

Jimmy Barkey 

Cluain Eo Seosamh Mac Caba Garret Taggart 

Oileán a'Ghuail Oliver O’Neill Richard Thornton 

An Corra Chríochach   

Doire Lochain Ignatius Taggart Seamus McCann 

Doire Treasc Barry Campbell   Joe Quinn 

Domhnach Mór Joe Daly Patsy Gallagher 

Deargais Thomas O’Kane  

An Droim Mór Eoghan Mac Taidhg Eugene McGuigan 

Droim Caoin Seamus McGale Cathal McSwiggan 

Droim Ratha Patrick Mullin Pat McGlone 

Dún Geanainn Oliver McHugh John Gill 

Eadan na dTorc Aidan Currie Sean Coary 

Eaglais Cathal Daly Sean Donaghy 

E. R. Uí Néill Johnny Dooher Sean Kelly 

Aireagal Chiaráin Gerry McCann Martin McCann 

Eiscreach Seamus Cullinan Dermot Cullen 

Fionntamhnach Sean McCarroll Alan Richardson 

Gallbhaile Michael McCaughey Noel McGeary 

Gleann Aichle Damian Carolan K McCullagh 

Goirtín Deborah Daly A M McDermott 

An Caisleán Glas Peadar Ó Treasaigh P Joe Mc Dermott 

Cill Dreasa Eamon Rafferty Gerard Loughran 

Cill Íseal Colm Rafferty  

Coill an Chlochair Terry McCann Anthony Connolly 

Cill na mBán     

Loch Mhic Ruairí Seán Ó Donnaile  

Baile na Móna Tom McQuillan Kevin McNally 

An Mhaigh  Mary Daly   

An Baile Nua Críostóir Mac Seoin Aodhán Mag Uidhir 

An Ómaigh Brian Colton Micheál Mac Cearnaigh 

Cabhán a'Chaortainn Sean Hurson Micheál Ó hAirmhí 

An Charraig Patrick McGurk Damian Murphy 

An Chraobh M Gallagher  P Mitchell 
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CLUB DELEGATES  
An Srath Bán Aodhán Ó hEarcáin Ciarán Mac Lochlainn 

An Taite Riabhach Gerry McGinn P Darcy 

Trí Leac Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh Micheál Mac Eochaidh 

Urnaí Gerry Corry Ita Corey 

An Charraig Mhór   (H)  Pluinceid Mac Giolla Chatáin Seán Mac Giolla Cheara 

Dún Geanainn         (H)  Ciarán Mac Aoidh   

Coill an Chlochair   (H) Barry O’Neill Mick Brennan 

Naomh Colmcille    (H) Seoirse Ó Broin Mick O’Neill 

An Ómaigh              (H)        Gaibriel Ó Maoilriann Matt McDermott  

Na Seamroga           (H)    

 

1.  Amhrán na bhFiann was sung by Noleen Neill (Aireagal Chiaráin) accompanied 

by Dermot Cullen (Eiscreach) at the commencement of an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil. 

 

2. Minutes of the 1999 Convention were adopted on the proposal of A. Ó hEarcáin 

and were seconded by S. McGale. 

 

3. Matters Arising - None. 

 

4. Fáilte.  

4.1 Cathaoirleach C. Ó Donnaile extended a warm welcome to all delegates to the 

final County Convention of the Millennium. 

4.2 Rev. Fr. McGinley led delegates in prayer for deceased members of the 

Association, for the success of the Convention and congratulated the Association 

on its invaluable contribution to society. 

 

5. Standing Orders were adopted on the proposal of M. Harvey, seconded by S. 

Kerr. 

 

6. County Grounds’ Accounts and Balance Sheets 

 

6.1 Copies for Healy Park Omagh and O’Neill Park Dungannon were distributed to 

delegates. Those for Fr. Campbell Park Coalisland were not available due to the 

postal strike, but would be presented to the first meeting of the new County 

Committee. 

  

6.2  The Healy Park Account showed an operating loss for the year of £6 172 based 

on receipts of £5632 and expenditure of £11805. 

The Account was adopted on the proposal of P. Doris, seconded by A Connolly. 

 

6.3   The O’Neill Park Account indicated a total income of £5970 with expenditure of 

£10146,  

providing a deficit of £4176. This Account was adopted on the proposal of A. 

Richardson    seconded by M. Harvey. 

 

6.4 In response to a request from M. Harvey that Convention support the 

reinstatement of Plunkett                                          

Park Pomeroy as a County ground the Cathaoirleach pointed out that this was not 

a matter for Convention. There were three classified county grounds at present 

and one of these would have to be de-classified if Pomeroy were to be reinstated. 
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7. Secretary’s Report 

 

7.1 A. Ó hEarcáin expressed disappointment that no championship matches were 

played in north                   

Tyrone in 2000; he felt that the IFC fixture – Gortin v Newtownstewart could 

have been played here rather than in Killyclogher. 

 

7.2 Speaking on the players’ Voluntary Insurance Scheme, P Doris suggested that all 

Clubs should make their players aware of the magnitude of current dental and 

medical expenses; they should also let players know that they were not prepared 

to pay these while there was an excellent insurance scheme available, and that 

players must take full responsibility for possible injury expenses.  

 

7.3 In reply to a question from J. Dooher on when the experiment on the 

International Rules series concludes, the Rúnaí indicated that the Association had 

now agreed to proceed with the affair for a further four years.  

 

7.4 On the Millennium Report, J. Treacy made delegates aware that planning 

approval had now been granted for a seated, covered stand at Healy Park, 

Omagh. He announced that a Sportsman’s Dinner had been organised for 2nd 

February 2001 in Monaghan as a fund-raising exercise towards this development. 

 

7.5 Speaking on Scór, D. McCaughey stated that there was very good participation 

by Clubs in Tyrone, and urged those still not involved to do so. 

 

7.6 In response to a query from the Clogher delegate on the Coaching and Games 

Development Report, S. McDonald said that the selection of players to the 

Development Squads was taking place at present and the process involved an 

input from coaches, schools and clubs, with more than just an emphasis being 

placed on playing skills. 

 

7.7 Replying to M. McDermott’s concern at the lengthy delay in the issue of 

certificates for award-bearing coaching courses, he agreed the delay was 

unsatisfactory and that it was due to administrative problems at Central Office. 

 

7.8  Addressing delegates on the Grounds’ Report L. Nelis indicated that a further 

£13 500 had been received in grant-aid from Central Council for development 

work at three clubs’ grounds. He extended congratulations to Fintona which won 

the Millennium Year Best Ground in Ulster title for which it was awarded a 

special granite plaque and £3 000 prize. 

 

7.9 Arising from the Youth Officer’s Report, J. McCabe was informed that the major 

problem affecting urban areas was the level of participation, by youth, in games. 

In the urban districts 70 – 80% of youth were not participating compared to a 

level of 20% in the rural regions. Competition from other sports played a 

significant role in the urban areas also. 

 

7.10 A Report from the Hurling Development Committee was read by P. Kerr. 
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7.11 The Secretary’s Report and the sub-committee reports were adopted on the 

proposal of M. Kerr seconded by P. Darcy. 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report. 

 

8.1 The details were explained to delegates by Cisteoir, G. Bradley. Total income for 

the year amounted to £245 979 while expenditure totalled £214 739, providing a 

net income of £31 240.  

 

8.2 M. McDermott was provided with an explanation, by the Rúnaí, as to why there 

was an income of £3428 but only £1000 in outgoings under the Hurling Scheme. 

 

8.3 The Cisteoir agreed that it would be beneficial to show the breakdown of grants 

towards hurling as a separate category but the format he had used was that 

required by Central Office. 

 

8.4 A breakdown of the debtors at year’s end was provided at the request of A. Ó 

hEarcáin. 

 

8.5 In conclusion G. Bradley informed Convention that he was not seeking re-

election to the position of Cisteoir; he paid tribute to clubs, delegates, gatemen, 

stewards and a number of named individuals with whom he had worked closely 

over many years. 

 

8.6 The Treasurer’s Report was adopted on the proposal of O. O’Neill, seconded by 

S. McGale.   
 

 

9. Oráid an Chathaoirligh 

Cuthbert Ó Donnaile 
 

In my address today I will be reflecting on the year gone by plus dealing with some crucial issues. At 

all times I have the welfare of our great association at heart and if I can provide you with some food for 

thought, then at least that will be something. 

First things first, though, as I start with the 2000 year review in terms of what happened on the field of 

play. 

 

The County Scene 

 

The inter-county year gone by had its ups and downs, the ups including a magnificent All-Ireland U-2l 

success after a memorable campaign in the Spring, the downs including a first round defeat in the 

Ulster senior championship to Armagh. But given how well Armagh played in winning back-to-back 

titles plus so nearly beating eventual champions Kerry in the All-Ireland semi-final, Tyrosine’s effort 

despite having some injuries was put in perspective. 

I want to pay tribute to Mickey Harte and Fr Gerard McAleer, joint managers of the U-2l 's. Their 

superb contribution at Minor level and now at this older age-group should not in any way be 

underestimated. What they have already achieved is hopefully paving the way for future Tyrone 

success at senior level and it has helped bond young players together and give them collective 

confidence in their own ability and the heights they can go to in this sport with hard work and a 

positive attitude. 

The seniors have made a bright start to the current National league programme, beating Dublin in 

Parnell Park and then Kerry in Dungannon before battling to an important win away to Roscommon in 

their final game before Christmas . 

I extend best wishes to managers Eugene McKenna and Art MacRory for the 2001 season 
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when they must again take on Armagh at the first championship hurdle in Ulster. There is 

another chance next year with the new All-Ireland format but I'm sure Tyrone will be going 

for route one, starting with that mouth-watering rematch with the Orchard county. But first 

the team will be trying to build on their excellent start to the league. 

Our Minors showed excellent glimpses of form en route to the Ulster final, having earlier retained 

the Ulster league title with victory over Monaghan in an exciting final on Easter Saturday. They 

came up against a strong Derry side in the Provincial championship final and Derry were unlucky 

not to progress further in the All-lreland stages. 

Thanks to our Minor managers Liam Donnelly and Martin Coyle plus our Vocational 

managers Terry McCann and Enda Kilpatrick who led their charges to another Ulster title 

and who gave a good account of themselves at All-Ireland level. 

 

Memorable Day 

 

This year's county final day on September 3rd will live long in my memory and hopefully 

the memory of many people. It was a privilege to be part of and the parade of past winning 

O'Neill Cup captains to mark the millennium added a wonderful spectacle to the occasion. I 

want to thank everyone involved in making that county final day such a success, including 

the minor and senior teams for their sportsmanship and quality of football served up, the 

host club, Omagh St Endas, match referees and officials, our past captains plus everybody 

involved. 

Coalisland just edged out Dromore in a very entertaining minor decider, with Errigal Ciaran and 

Carrickmore providing us with a dramatic draw before Errigal Ciaran won the replay. We also had a 

hugely enjoyable youth match on county final day involving primary school pupils representative of 

our association here in Tyrone, adding a nice touch to proceedings . 

Errigal Ciaran went on to represent Tyrone in the Ulster club championship, beating Clonduff from 

Down and Monaghan champions Castleblayney before failing to show their best form in the final 

against Bellaghy who played very well on the day. 

Congratulations go to our other championship winners in this millennium year, namely Beragh in the 

Intermediate grade and Clogher on the Junior and Dungannon in the senior hurling. 

Well done also to all the league winners and all the youth winners in both football and hurling. But 

winning is not the be all and end all, so every single team who participated in whatever grade or level 

should take a well-deserved bow. 

I want to thank today the Knights of Malta for all their valuable assistance and first aid skills at our 

games up and down the county plus all those who help with medical cover at matches. Such a service 

can often be taken for granted but it is of vital importance, as we have seen in some cases at matches in 

recent years.  

Ladies 

It was quite a year at inter-county level for Tyrone ladies, with the senior side beating Monaghan 

in the first Ulster final at St Tiernach's Park in Clones before going down to eventual champions 

Mayo in the All-lreland semi-final. Thanks to the management team plus everyone involved. 

Ladies football continues to grow at club level and the contribution of ladies football 

plus camogie and handball to our rich sporting tradition in Cumann Luthchleas Gael 

here in Tyrone deserves our highest praise and encouragement. 

Congratulations to our five lady All-Stars this season, namely Eilis Gormley, Claire McGarvey, 

Lynette Hughes, Lynda Donnelly and replacement award winner Arlene McCluskey. 

 

Hurling 

 

It has not been a great year for hurling at inter-county level and we seem to return every year at 

convention to the issue of hurling and what can be done to improve the situation. 

There is plenty of good work going on at club level but we need more commitment from clubs in 

the ongoing task of promoting hurling and improving the foundation of the sport at grass roots 

level here in Tyrone. 

We all must take responsibility, however, including the county board, players, supporters and all 

those in a position to help. There is no use in talking about the problem if we do not take action 

and do positive things in our own clubs and right through the system to county level. 

I want to pay warm tribute to all our hurling managers at county and club grade plus all officials for 

their excellent work but they need more help and encouragement from across the GAA spectrum 

here in Tyrone. 



 9 

 

Burning Issues 

 

I make no apologies for coming back to two key issues dealt with in my address last year, that 

of alcohol abuse and discipline. And I will keep on driving home my message until people 

listen, particularly young players . 

As I have said before, having a drink is no crime. In fact, I would be the first to invite 

someone for a drink and enjoy the 'crack' even though I am a pioneer. Its all a question of 

moderation but the trend these days is for players in our association to drink far too much. 

We now seem to have a scenario where success or even failure on the playing field is an 

excuse to go on a drinking binge which not only lasts for most of the night after a game but 

for most of the week following. What sort of example is this for youngsters? 

Today's society has a drink culture and the gloomy shadow cast by drugs is part and parcel of the 

world we live in as well. The GAA cannot operate completely divorced from reality and is not 

immune to the damaging effects of such trends. 

We have got to stand up and be counted, setting example and at all times remaining vigilant. The 

responsibility of doing so rests with every facet of our association, administrators, managers, players, 

supporters etc. Drink and drugs are social problems. That is a fact but we in the GAA cannot afford 

to ignore the real, inherent dangers of both. 

Please do not let drink in particular take a stranglehold on our games because it has certainly got a 

firm grip at this stage. 

Drugs too should not be cast aside as a problem outside of Gaelic games. Young people and indeed 

older people are at risk but the greatest risk we face in the GAA is complacency towards drugs. Thank 

goodness we are waking up to the threat and measures are in place but more must be done. 

Let me point out to you some startling figures relating to drink in a report recently published in the' 

Pioneer Magazine', a report carried out by the World Health Organisation which found that 29% of 

Irish schoolchildren had an alcoholic drink in the months preceding their survey and that 61% of 

boys between the ages of 15 and 17 plus 12% of girls in the same age bracket had experienced 

alcohol. 

Irish 16 year-olds are well ahead of the rest of Europe in terms of drink abuse and two-thirds of 

them admitted to having been drunk in the previous 12 months. Another international study points to 

Ireland as something of a world leader in terms of teenage binge drinking and sadly that seems to be 

a trend on the increase amongst too many of our young gaelic game participants . 

It would be wrong to suggest that every young player is indulging, many do not, but the 

numbers doing so are alarming in the extreme. Now I know there will be people who will 

have a snigger about what I am saying today but there may not be much laughing if a 

young player with your club wrecks a promising career or worse because of alcohol 

abuse. 

Often problems go deeper and are more complicated. I realise that but I appeal as strongly as I 

possible can today for all players, managers and clubs to take a step back from the brink. People 

involved with youth teams should not wash their hands of their own responsibilities, try to nurture 

an environment where players can enjoy themselves and socialise as a team without alcohol always 

being present. 

The temptations for young people are bad enough without an adult, carried away by a youth team's 

success, buying drink for the young players on the team. Give them praise and encouragement, 

yes, but think long and hard about making alcohol some sort of ritual reward. 

Young players, of course, do not need drink bought for them if they want to indulge. You only have to 

look at them spilling out of night spots to realise they can do enough damage by themselves. But 

please stop, think and look at this whole issue from an overall view. Think about where we as an 

association are going and where we are leading our young people. 

We cannot solve the social problems of the modem world but we "can try to lead by example at least. 

That is my message today. 

 

Incidents 

 

Moving on to another stick we often beat ourselves with, if you will excuse the terminology , namely 

discipline or, to be more precise, lack of it. Things have got better but sadly some incidents this year 

have dragged us back down a road we most certainly do not want to go down. 

Again, the problem emanates from on and off the field  -  players must show restraint and try to play 

the game in the way it is supposed to be played, sportingly. “I only acted in the heat of the moment" 
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excuses are wearing a bit thin from players. 

There can never be an excuse for violence. 

Managers, officials and supporters must get their act together as well. There is a distressing culture in 

our games nowadays which demands winning at all costs and the mentality prevails that if we don't 

win someone is going to pay. 

It makes me angry to hear a manager or a supporter of a youth team or any team shouting off at the 

mouth about how to beat the other team and not always by the book may I add. Some of the language 

would land you in court in other walks of life. Why should we have to stand for it in the GAA.  So 

stop, think and step back before plunging in with aggressive language and behaviour. 

 

Loyalty 

 

Another worrying trend which I want to take issue with today is something which used to happen on 

a small scale but which now appears to be pretty rampant, the departure of players overseas at the 

drop of a hat and no word about their club. 

Now, don't get me wrong, I'm not trying to create an iron curtain around Ireland but once a club goes 

out of the championship you hardly see players for dust as they jet off to the USA and other locations 

for a few months or longer. Maybe their team is still in the championship and they have to fly the 

player or players home for the next round. 

The chance to travel and find work or indeed play abroad is greater than in the past but often clubs can 

be left in limbo and find themselves slipping down the league table and sometimes into freefall 

because players decide to head off. Again some food for thought today and an issue we should all be 

contemplating more. It is not a cut and dried issue but maybe players can consider showing that bit 

more loyalty to their clubs. 

 

Payments 

 

Another issue which continues to give cause for concern is the payment of managers. Tyrone at 

county level has a policy of not paying managers but at club level the situation is somewhat different. 

Clubs are now getting into debt because they are footing the bill for managers and coaches. I would 

send out a warning to clubs that should this trend continue they could find themselves with a debt 

problem spiralling out of control. And what if paying a manager does not bring the desired success 

rate, will they have to fork even more for another manager with a bigger profile the following year, 

thus adding to their precarious financial position? 

It has become trendy for clubs to bring in and pay managers/coaches but at what cost? Not every team 

which does so will end up winning trophies, only a very few, but many such clubs are finding it 

increasingly difficult to make ends meet. 

Surely there are enough talented and dedicated individuals within their own clubs to look after 

management and coaching without having to pay someone from outside -I want each and everyone of 

you to go away from here today realising the dangers to all your clubs -is it really fair to use club 

funds, often gained through hard work by club members and the generosity of ordinary people, to foot 

big bills for the so-called 'outside man '? 

 

End of an Era 

 

As a new millennium gathers pace we here in Tyrone GAA administration circles are saying goodbye 

to one era and welcoming a new era in terms of structures and the way our affairs will be run in the 

future. 

As you may well know the GAC board and Referees Board have been dissolved and a general-

purpose county committee will now take responsibility for administration under one, wideranging 

umbrella. This is both exciting and challenging for us all as we endeavour to make the transition as 

smoothly and successfully as possible. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all those involved with the GAC and Referees Board down 

through the years for all their hard work, effort and commitment to the cause of Cumann Lúthchleas 

Gael here in Tyrone. Such excellent work will not be forgotten and I have no doubt that many 

involved in both organisations will continue to be of invaluable service to the new structure and 

Tyrone GAA in general. 

On the actual competition side of things, I pay warm tribute once again this year to all our referees and 

officials without whom our games would grind to a halt. I appeal to more young referees to take up the 

job and ensure that the future of our most prized possession, the games themselves, can continue at all 
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levels and ages in the years ahead. 

Again, too, my call for everyone -players, managers and supporters -is to show our referees the respect 

they deserve. 

Abusing referees is really biting the hand that feeds us all because without them there are no games, 

pure and simple! 

In terms of administration I want to say a very big thankyou to Gerard Bradley, our county treasurer 

who is standing down after ten years of superb service. His job was one of the most demanding in the 

association and I cannot even begin to imagine the countless hours he has put into it over the past 

decade. 

People of his calibre are very hard to find and I sincerely hope that Gerard will not be lost to the 

association. Knowing Gerard, he will assist in whatever way he can and I extend to him every possible 

good wish for the future. 

 

International Rules 

 

We had another of the International (Compromise) Rules series between Ireland and Australia this 

autumn and on a personal level I really do have mixed feelings about the initiative. 

The chance to play for your country is a very special honour and there are many people who like the 

international rules concept. But I was somewhat dismayed this year by the extremely aggressive 

approach of the Australian side once on the field of play and they almost seemed to adopt a 'win at all 

costs' mission after Ireland's recent success in the programme. 

Do not for one moment think this is a case of sour grapes because when they did concentrate on 

playing football the Aussies were very good and deserved to win the two-match series. But some of the 

incidents essentially amounted to thuggery and we must look carefully at the whole approach to this 

game with the future in mind. 

I would also suggest that there may well be a hidden agenda at work for Aussie Rules football, their 

interest in the U –17 element of the international rules experiment no doubt geared towards trying to 

attract the best of our young talent to play 'down under', depriving clubs and counties of high quality 

gaelic players in their prime years.  

 

Tragic Events 

 

Sadly, the past year saw several bereavements for GAA families in Tyrone, including people either 

directly or indirectly involved with the association up and down the county. 

It is extremely comforting to see the moral support and comradeship amongst GAA people in times 

of tragedy, the huge numbers attending wakes and funerals testimony to this. We may have our 

differences sometimes about what happens on the field but the bigger GAA family pulls in one 

direction at difficult times . 

On a personal note I gained first hand experience of such compassion during the year 

when my own mother sadly passed away. The volume of people from both inside and 

outside the county at the wake and funeral was astounding and I cannot thank you enough 

for your support and sympathy. All my family will be forever in your debt.  

 

Ground Development 

 

I congratulate all clubs who have completed ground development work this year, including Gortin, 

Carrickmore and Fintona plus all clubs currently in the process of doing work, in several cases second 

and third phases of long-term improvements to their parks and facilities. 

Fintona Pearses won the Tyrone Club Ground of the year award and just last weekend received the 

Ulster Club Ground of the year award. Very well done to them and to every single club on 

development projects that are helping to make our facilities in Tyrone amongst the best in Ireland. 

 

Insurance 

 

I must stress my dismay at the very poor response of players on the option of taking up extra 

insurance cover. The scheme is very good and for a reasonable fee players would really increase 

their cover in case of injury .I would encourage all players to consider doing so and also all clubs 

should drive home the importance of this at AGM's and get-togethers before the playing season 

starts again early in the new year . 
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Media 

 

I would like to pay tribute to our local and national media for their sustained coverage of Tyrone 

GAA. The importance of media exposure for our games grows every year and the amount of air-time 

and print space continues to grow accordingly. People can criticise the media when they don't agree 

with a particular opinion, story or presentation but generating debate is a good thing and the GAA 

needs the media just as much as the 

media needs the GAA. 

Thanks to our local papers here in Tyrone and their staff, both editorial and photographic, and all 

other local and national papers plus radio and television both North and South for their coverage. 

We are lucky to have several good journalists here in Tyrone and in the rest of the country . 

Congratulations also to the 'Team Talk' magazine on their first year .This publication, run by local 

people, has brought another dimension to the profile of Tyrone GAA in terms of its in-depth and wide-

ranging coverage of county and club affairs. I commend everyone involved with it. Please give it your 

support in the years to come. 

 

Sponsorship 

 

We should never forget all our kind sponsors at various levels of our association in Tyrone, including 

our main sponsor, W J Dolan, who has been such a loyal benefactor and friend for a number of years. 

It is not possible to thank every single sponsor individually but your support is very much appreciated. 

Scor 

Culture is a very significant facet of our association as well and Tyrone has a very proud record in 

Scor competitions at both Junior and Senior grade. Congratulations to Errigal Ciaran Ballad Group 

who won the All-lreland Senior crown back in the Spring and to all those who take part in Scor and 

other crucial cultural areas, including Irish language courses. Thanks also to the hard-working 

cultural committee for all their excellent work in the promotion of Scor and cultural activities.  

 

Thanks 

 

Finally, I want to thank from the bottom of my heart all my colleagues on the county executive for all 

their support and assistance over the year , plus clubs and gaels throughout the county for their 

patience and kindness plus my own family for their help and loyalty .I also wish all my fellow officers, 

club delegates here today and indeed everyone connected with Tyrone GAA a very happy Christmas 

and peaceful new year . 

Go raibh mile maith agaibh. 

 

10. Na Rúin 

 
10.1.1 The Cathaoirleach made delegates aware that Motions 1 and 2 could both not be passed 

because certain elements were contradictory and to be fair to both Clubs which had submitted 

them, he requested that each be formally proposed and seconded, and then he would allow an 

open debate on the substance of both. This was agreed following the proposal of P. McCartan 

seconded by M. Kelly. 

10.1.2 Proposing Motion 1, B. Harkin began by saying that the new structure at county level had a 

lot going for it but now Clubs would not have as much participation as before. In the past 

there were 14 GAC members elected by clubs, 10 members elected to a Referees’ Board and 

14 members elected to a County Executive. Now there were 71 members being elected to the 

County Committee who might not be able to deal with all the work of the three former 

Boards, and they would do a lot of rubber-stamping. He added that a lot of democracy had 

gone and in the interests of democracy we should pass part (b) of the motion thereby electing 

a further 6 members to the Management Committee. He thought that the smaller Management 

Committee agreed at the special Convention in October was all about efficiency, using post, 

using e-mail but having no discussion and having no debate.  

10.1.3 M. Brennan seconded Motion 1. 

10.1.4 P. McCartan stated that he had a lot of reservations about the new structures but not having 

attended the special Convention he suggested that what had been agreed there should be 

allowed to operate for one year; then if changes were required they could be dealt with at next 

year’s Convention. 
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10.1.5 G. McGinn proposed Motion 2 and began by reading out Motion 59 as passed at Congress 

2000; he was of the opinion that it was different from what had been agreed by the Clubs in 

Tyrone at the special Convention in that it did not specify who should be the members of the 

management sub-committee. He though it was wrong that any Club member should be ruled 

out from being a member of one sub-committee – especially the Management sub-committee. 

His Club’s motion to create a 12-member committee would allow 6 places for club 

representatives and any of these could even become chairman of the committee. 

10.1.6 P. Darcy seconded Motion 2. 

10.1.7 In response to a query from J. McCabe as to whether the GAC Chairman should be on the 

Management sub-committee according to rule, the Cathaoirleach indicated that the Rule 59 as 

passed at Congress stipulated the sub-committees that must be appointed, but not the 

constitution of each. The officers of the County Committee, to be elected at Convention, were 

set out Rule 48 of the Official Guide, and these did not include the GAC chairman either. 

10.1.8 A. Ó hEarcáin requested that both motions should be ruled out of order since they did not 

comply with the Official Guide or County Bye-Laws, but the Cathaoirleach said that he had 

given an undertaking to Clubs at the special Convention that motions which were not in order 

would be allowed on this occasion. 

10.1.9 J. Treacy pointed out to delegates that there should not be concerns regarding a hurling 

development officer since this had been incorporated into the membership of the Coaching 

and Games Development sub-committee. He went on to recommend Motion 3 to be taken in 

favour of Motions 1 and 2.    

10.1.10 J. Dooher expressed agreement with the form of the structures as passed at special Convention 

and said that he would be keen to see democracy in action under the new County Committee. 

He disagreed strongly with Motion 1(d) as proposed by B. Harkin being of the opinion that 

the sub-committees should not have to report to the County Committee and also to the GAC 

sub-committee. 

10.1.11 The Rúnaí stated that the structures as agreed at special Convention had come into place as a 

result of lengthy and detailed deliberations of a small work-group appointed by the County 

Executive; the County Executive had accepted their recommendations which then went before 

special Convention. The format that had been agreed was an honest attempt to implement the 

changes that had been accepted at Congress 2000, and there was certainly no attempt on 

anyone’s part to attack the democracy of the Association. He said that he did not know 

whether the new system would fulfil all the needs of the GAA in Tyrone but felt that at this 

stage the sub-committee structure and membership as agreed should be allowed to operate for 

a year; if it was seen to fail and if there was a need for greater membership of some or all sub-

committees, the necessary changes could be easily made at next year’s Convention. 

10.1.12 In summarising on Motion 1, B. Harkin said that his Club was trying to ensure that the 

management sub-committee should be as broadly based as possible; he thought that the PRO 

should be in there so that he would not be getting information second-hand. He quested that 

his Club’s motion should be taken as four separate motions since this was the intention when 

it was being submitted. The Rúnaí clarified this point and the request was agreed. 

10.1.13 On Motion 2, G. McGinn summarising said that they wanted to add to democracy by 

increasing the membership of Management to 12. The membership of this sub-committee, as 

of all others would be appointed by the County Committee. 

10.1.14 Decisions: Motion 1(a) was withdrawn. 

                                 Motion 1 (b)was passed on a vote of 37 against and 45 in favour. 

                                 Motion 1(c) was withdrawn. 

                                 Motion 1 (d) was lost on a vote of 44 against and 39 in favour. 

                                 Motion 2 was lost.  

 

10.2.1 Motion 3 was proposed by A. Ó hEarcáin and seconded by M. Harvey. The proposer stated 

that everybody wanted to see the new structures working and working well; however in the 

event that this did not happen it was important that there be some mechanism in place to 

establish what was going wrong and where there were failings. 

10.2.2 P. Doris and P. Darcy thought that because of the earlier debate and decisions arising from 

Motions 1 and 2 there was not now a need for such a workgroup, and that it could be deferred 

for a year. 

10.2.3 G. Byrne speaking in favour of the motion saw a need with regard to a hurling sub-committee. 

10.2.4 Decision: Motion was passed on a vote of 46 in favour and 37 against.   
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10.3.1 C. McLaughlin proposed Motion 4. He thought that there was a large workload involved in 

the establishment and maintenance of a good county website. In the past year very little had 

been done to develop the Tyrone website or to keep it updated. 

10.3.2 Speaking the motion, M. McDermott said there were many individuals in Clubs who had the 

necessary expertise and they should be brought together as a sub-committee to oversee the 

development of websites for the Association. 

10.3.3 G. Bradley stated that Tyrone’s website was not a good one; it had been set up by him and 

very little work was done on it. It was only a holding operation taking ownership of our 

name. A template was being made available in the next few weeks from Central Office to 

each county and this could then be used by every Club as well. 

10.3.4 Decision: Motion 4 was withdrawn by C. McLaughlin.   

 

11. Na Moltaí 

 
11.1 Recommendation 1 was not moved by Stewartstown. 

11.2 A. Ó hEarcáin withdrew Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 on the understanding that they would be 

considered by the new Coaching and Games Development Committee. 

11.3.1 Speaking on Recommendation 5, S. Kerr was of the opinion that there should be at least one 

night totally free from football activities, in order that hurling could be the main focus; in 

some other counties there were two weekdays that were totally devoted to hurling.   

11.3.2 P. Kennedy, in opposing the recommendation, felt that the small number of hurling fixtures 

which took place in Tyrone could be easily accommodated without the necessity of 

preventing football being played at any level within the county on a Monday night. He 

thought it would be wrong to tie the hands of a committee with a condition that might prevent 

fixtures being played.  

11.4.1 P. Gallagher spoke on Recommendation 6 and said that in the present senior championship it 

was simply the luck of the draw with regards to which 8 teams got a bye in the preliminary 

round. By accepting his Club’s recommendation, those on a bye would have earned it on their 

previous year’s performance; also, it would help to make the Division 1A league more 

competitive because there would be no ’safe’ area in it 

11.4.2 S. Kearney agreed with the sentiments of the recommendation but could foresee difficulties 

where a number of teams finished level on points, thereby requiring possibly several play-

offs, which might not be say to schedule. 

11.4.3 P. McCartan was totally opposed to the recommendation because he considered that if all 

Division 1A and 1B teams were classified as senior, they should all go into the draw at the 

same time, and there should be no distinctions. 

 

12. Election of Officers 
12.1 M. McCann and C. McAnenly (both Aireagal Chiaráin) were agreed as Cathaoirleach and Rúnaí 

for the election of officers on the proposal of A. Connolly, seconded by O. McHugh 

12.2 Voting strength was enumerated as 103. 

12.3  

Cathaoirleach:    Cuthbert Ó Donnaile         (Unopposed) 

Leas-Cathaoirleach:  Liam Mac Niallais          (Unopposed)  

Rúnaí:    Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh         (Unopposed) 

Rúnaí Cúnta:   Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil       (Unopposed) 

Cisteoir:   Séamas Mac Domhnaill         (Unopposed) 

Cisteoir Cúnta:   Gearóid Ó Brolcháin         (Unopposed) 

Ball Árd Chomhairle:  Séamas Ó Treasaigh         (Unopposed) 

Baill Chomhairle Uladh:  Pól Ó Dubhrósa          (Unopposed)         

Séamas Ó Corrain          (Unopposed)          

Oifigeach Forbartha:  Toirealach Mac Cana         (Unopposed) 

Oifigeach na nÓg:  Eoghan Mac Dhónaill         (Unopposed)         

Oifigeach Cultur & Teanga: Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig    (Unopposed)   

Oifigeach Oiliúna:  Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh         (Unopposed)         

Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí: Breandán Ó hEarcáin            (Unopposed) 
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12.4  Club Representatives on County Committee: 

 

Conor Russell (Achadh Lú), Michael Devine (Achadh Uí Aráin), Patrick Leonard (Ard Bó), Bernie 

McGirr (Eochar), Kevin Nixon (Bearach), Pearse Kelly (Bruach Áille), Colm Brady (Brocach), 

Michael Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Aidan Rushe (Caisleán na Deirge), Seamus Kearney (Clann na 

nGael), Eugene McConnell (Clochar), Joe McCabe (Cluain Eo), Jackie O’Neill (Oileán a’Ghuail), 

Pearse Kilpatrick (An Chorra Chríochach), Seamus McCann (Doire Locháin), Packie O’Neill (Doire 

Treasc), Patsy Gallagher (Domhnach Mór), Tom O’Kane (Deargais), Paul McCaffrey (An Droim 

Mór), Seamus McGale (Droim Caoin), Paddy Mullan (Droim Ratha), Oliver McHugh (Dún Geanainn), 

Aidan Currie (Eadán na dTorc), Cathal Daly (Eaglais), Sean McKenna (Aireagal Chiaráin), Johnny 

Dooher (E.R. Uí Néill), Brian Hackett (Eiscreach), Alan Richardson (Fionntamhnach), Noel McGeary 

(Gallbhaile), Sean McConnell (Gleann Aichle), Gabriel Treanor (An Goirtín), Peter Tracey (An 

Caisleán Glas), Eamon Rafferty (Cill Dhreasa), Gerard McDonald (Cill Íseal), Donal Magee (Coill an 

Chlochair), John O’Hagan (Cill na mBán), Paddy O’Brien (Loch Mhic Ruairí), John Corr (Baile na 

Móna), Michael Kavanagh (An Mhaigh), Chris Jones (An Baile Nua), Michael McCarney (An 

Omaigh), Vinnie Beggs (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn), Sean Ruddy (an Charraig), Kevin Coyle (an 

Chraobh), Aodhán Ó hEarcáin (An Srath Bán), Patrick Darcy (An Taite Riabhach), Michael 

McCaughey (Trí Leac), Pat Holland (Urnaí), Peter Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Anthony Connolly (Coill 

an Chlochair), Ciaran McHugh (Dún Geanainn), Diarmaid Convery (Naomh Colm Cille), Ciaran 

Keyes (An Omaigh).   

 

Proposed by M. Kelly and seconded by S. McGale. 

 

12.4 Other Representatives on County Committee 

County Secondary & Vocational Schools:  Eugene McIvor 

County Primary Schools:   Michael Harvey 

 

Proposed by P. Darcy and seconded by P. Kerr 
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TUARASCÁIL AN RÚNAÍ 

 

A Chairde 

 
I stair an Chumainn, beidh cuimhne ar 2001 mar bhliain sainiúil ratha do Thír 
Eoghain, agus mar bhliain inar tharla athruithe móra 
I mbliana d’éirigh thar barr le Tír Eoghain ar an pháirc imeartha nuair a bhain 
siad trí chraobh peile Chúige Uladh chomh maith le Craobh na hÉireann ag 
leibhéal na Mionúr agus faoi-21 araon. 
Ó thaobh an chultúir de, baineadh craobh eile uile-Éireann nuair a fuair Coill 
an Chlochair an bua sa chomórtas Damhsa Céilí i gCill Áirne. 
 
Ba í 2001 an bhliain cuireadh tús leis na Cáilitheoirí uile-Éireann sa pheil; sa 
chondae seo bunaíodh struchtúr nua sraithe sa pheil a chuaigh chun socair 
níos mó daoine agus a chuir soláthar níos rialta cluichí ar fáil. 
 
Bhí athrú ann fosta maidir le cúrsaí riaracháin; mar shampla, toghadh Coiste 
Chontae níos mó le aon bhall is seachtó air, agus crythú comhlachta ceaptha 
in ionad Choiste Riaracháin Cluichí thofa. 
 
However, the year will probably best be remembered in this county for the 
disruption caused by Foot and Mouth disease; the Association responded to it 
in a highly responsible manner by, initially, banning all games activity 
nationally and then establishing exclusion zones centred on local outbreaks. 
 
This had a shattering effect on Club and County games for Tír Eoghain at the 
beginning of the season, almost thwarting the attempt of the U-21 team to 
defend its Provincial and All-Ireland crowns and, arguably, costing Tír 
Eoghain its first National League title as well as a three-in-a-row of Ulster 
Minor Leagues.     
 
There was disruption to the NHL programme that compounded yet another 
dismal and depressing year for the four county hurling teams, which ended up 
only winning four of the twelve games which were played.  
 
On the Club front Dungannon’s Clubs achieved championship success in both 
codes – at Intermediate level in football the Clarkes were victorious and at 
Senior level in hurling, Cumann Eoghan Ruadh retained their title  – while the 
Senior hurling league was won for the first time by Na Seamroga. The Senior 
football championship of 2001 was won by an Charraig Mhór for a record 
thirteenth time while Deargais were victorious for the fourth occasion at Junior 
level. 
 
Major physical development continues at many Clubs’ grounds across the 
county while two of the County grounds – Healy Park Omagh and O’Neill Park 
Dungannon - have been identified for special development towards the safe 
accommodation of spectators, attracting increased funding by the Sports 
Council of Northern Ireland. 
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A new and valuable three-year sponsorship deal for the county’s teams was 
agreed with W.J. Dolan, and final arrangements are being made with a new 
sponsor to be associated with the County Senior football championship for the 
next three years.  
 
The high standards set by the referees of Tír Eoghain have been recognised 
at higher levels of the Association, with the appointments of Mark Taggart and 
Sean Quinn to Ulster Finals, and John Devlin to the U-16 All-Ireland final, all 
in hurling; while in football, Martin Kolbohm and Michael Hughes officiated 
with outsatanding success at National and Provincial levels in both league 
and championship. Michael Hughes was also appointed by the Association as 
Ireland’s referee to officiate at the U-17 International Series held in Australia 
earlier in the year.    
 
 

 

CLUB COMPETITIONS 

 

 
Hurling 
 
Hurling at county level failed to make the headlines during the year, and 
regrettably there was a similar lack of participation and development at club 
level, with games not being fulfilled and clubs being unable, or unwilling, to 
field teams on too many occasions. In effect, only two Clubs participated fully 
and responsibly at all levels in 2001, Dún Geanainn and an Charraig Mhór; it 
is disappointing to report that two of the county championship semi-finallists – 
Coill an Chlochair and Na Seamroga - did not field against their opponents, 
while the other two clubs, an Omaigh and Naomh Colm Cille only played in a 
limited number of competitions. 
 
As stated in last year’s report to Convention there is a crying need for a 
massive input of support to hurling, at every level, if deterioration in 
participation and lack of development is to be halted; it is not a matter of 
providing financial aid but rather one of having far greater numbers of people 
involved, because the existing workload is falling on the shoulders of far too 
few capable people, who just cannot cope. Former players should be offering 
much more to their Clubs and County in return for the benefits which they 
have gained from the sport; they should be taking positions of responsibility 
and leadership in their clubs and becoming involved in team administration, 
management and refereeing. Such tasks should not continue to be left to the 
same people who have been trying for the past twenty years and longer. 
 
This year the senior championship was played, again, on a round-robin format 
to accommodate the four weaker teams with a greater number of meaningful 
games. Coill an Chlochair and Na Seamroga qualified from this series but it 
was left to Dún Geanainn and an Charraig Mhór to contest the County Final, 
without having played any previous matches. In Healy Park, on 12th August, 
Dún Geanainn again proved to be the stronger team and they collected their 
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hat-trick of titles in successive years at the expense of the same losers, to 
bring their overall tally to nineteen. 
In the provincial championship Dún Geanainn failed to retain the Ulster Shield 
that they had won in the previous two years; in the first round they had a ten-
point victory at home against Castleblayney, followed by a similar winning 
margin against Mullahoran, in Cavan. However, they were unable to fend off 
the challenge of Donegal champions from Burt, and went down by only three 
points. 
The biggest surprise of the year, however, came in the senior hurling league 
at the end of the playing season when Na Seamroga won their first ever 
league title; this was a major boost and a deserved reward for the Strabane 
club which has survived in the shadow of Dún Geanainn and an Charraig 
Mhór since its foundation. Indeed its senior team had to dispose of both clubs 
on its way to victory, defeating an Charraig Mhór in the semifinal and then 
county champions Dún Geanainn, on a scoreline of  
2-11 to 1-13. 
 
 
Football 
 
At the beginning of the year the newly-formed Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí 
undertook an analysis of the continuing difficulties encountered in attempting 
to accommodate a regular programme of meaningful games for Club players 
with the demands placed on those Club players who are selected for the 
county teams. The novel system proposed, and adopted by all Clubs, 
established a calendar with a minimum of twenty-two games for every club at 
adult level, which would take place in two stages. The first phase would 
consist of league matches to be played without county representatives, and 
then a second series of games including league and championship, which 
could not be played without a team’s county players. Promotion, relegation 
and league success would only be determined on the basis of the second 
series of games. 
 
With the success enjoyed by Tír Eoghain in 2001 the system was tested to 
the full and, but for the Foot and Mouth outbreaks in late Spring, it would have 
been a complete success; these outbreaks delayed the start of the league 
programme and further disruption ensued when a number of Clubs were 
debarred from playing because they were included in the exclusion zone, 
centred on Ardboe. In spite of these problems, phase one had been 
completed by the last weekend in August when the leading teams in each of 
the divisions, an Charraig Mhór (1A), an Droim Mór (1B), Doire Lochain (2) 
and Eiscreach (3) - were awarded the McGarrity, McElduff,  Jim Devlin and 
Frank O’Neill Cups, respectively.  
 
After a brief delay when play-offs were used to establish positions each 
division was split into two, where the top half played to determine the league 
winners and the lower half played a full round of games to determine which 
teams would be relegated. This programme of games was facilitated by the 
change in the NFL starting date, from November to the following February; 
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while the Club activity has not yet been completed it would appear that, with 
some slight adjustments, this format will again be in place in the new season. 
 
The adult Championships were transferred from being under the control of 
Coiste Bainistí and became the responsibility of Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí 
in 2001. They were organised in an excellent manner and they ran extremely 
smoothly, being fitted in and around the successes of the senior, U-21 and 
minor county teams. Congratulations must be extended to Coiste Riaracháin 
na gCluichí on their effective organisation of the games programme during the 
past season, especially bearing in mind that almost all of its members were 
new to fixture-making. 
   
In the Junior Championship, Deargais drew their opening match against 
neighbours Caisleán na Deirge and won the replay by one point; they had a 
semifinal success against Eíscreach and another one-point victory over an 
Baile Nua, in the final to bring their tally of Junior titles to four.  
     
At Intermediate level, Dún Geanainn swept aside the challenges of E. R. Uí 
Néill’s and Cill na mBán in the early stages of the competition before being 
well tested in the semifinal by Cabhán a’Chaortainn. In a close and exciting 
county final they just managed to hold off the strong challenge of 
Fionntamhnach to win by a single point, thereby securing their third title. 
 
In the Senior grade, the current ‘big two’ of Tír Eoghain football – Aireagal 
Chiaráin and an Charraig Mhór – contested their fourth final, having 
previously met in 1994, 1996 and last year. Neither team was drawn in the 
preliminary round of this year’s competition. An Charraig Mhór struggled in 
their first round against Baile na Móna, easily disposed of Cluain Eo in the 
quarter–final and again, just edged past Éadan na dTorc to reach their third 
consecutive county final. Aireagal Chiaráin cruised through their opening 
games, dismissing Cill Dreasa, Árd Bó and Domhnach Mór from the 
competition with ease. 
 
The final, played in Healy Park on 16th September was an exciting encounter 
in which underdogs, an Charraig Mhór took control right from the start to 
impose their will and style on the game. They registered the first three scores 
and although last year’s champions did draw level twice, an Charraig Mhór 
never fell behind throughout the hour. Although reduced to fourteen players 
when entering the final quarter an Charraig Mhór adapted well to the changed 
circumstances with such determination that the opposition was unable to 
close the gap between the sides before the final whistle sounded.  
So, an Charraig Mhór had avenged the defeat in last year’s final and had set 
a new record for senior championship wins with their thirteenth title. 
 
Davitt McElroy became the first captain to receive the new O’Neill Cup, 
purchased by the Association to replace the original that had been in 
circulation since 1926 (although first presented to the county champions of 
1927 – Domhnach Mór).                       
County Finals day in Tír Eoghain usually involves the minor championship 
teams in action in the curtain-raiser to the senior game, but because of the 
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proximity of the All-Ireland Finals, in which the County minor team was 
participating, this was not possible in 2001. Fortunately, it became possible to 
schedule the Juvenile Final between Cluain Eo and an Chorra Chríochach 
instead; here, two well-prepared teams put on an excellent display of fast, 
open football and, with their greater ability to convert goal chances, an Chorra 
Chríochach surged to a high-scoring victory. 
 
At the County Finals’ interval we also had the pleasure of enjoying the 
enthusiasm and skills of a selection of the primary schoolchildren – boys and 
girls - who had participated in the Summer Camps. Further along the age 
spectrum, there was a warm welcome for the return of the county champions 
of twenty-five years ago – Cumann Naomh Mhic Artáin, Eochar – on their 
introduction at half-time; all team members were presented with a special 
Silver Jubilee medal by County Chairman, Cuthbert Ó Donnaile.     
Congratulations is extended to all the county champions in all grades of 
football and hurling in the 2001 season.  
 
Special thanks is offered to the  

Club grounds which hosted our many championship games, especially 
Healy Park which facilitated all the adult finals this year 
stewards who dealt with crowd control, ticket sales, programme sales 
and gate collections  
referees and other match officials who controlled events on the field of 
play 
St Patrick’s Band from Augher / Clogher which performed so willingly at 
all of the county finals 
and to the many other officials and assistants who gave so freely of 
their time and expertise  

all of which contributed to the general success of the championships of 2001. 
 
 

 

County Senior Hurling Champions – Dungannon Eoghan Ruadh 
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COUNTY TEAMS 

 

HURLING 

Senior Team 

Following relegation from Division 2 at the end of the 2000 season, hopes were high 
that, with a new management in place the senior hurling team could be 
reconstructed to successfully challenge for the Provincial Junior title, in addition to 
winning promotion at a first attempt. Well, there was a new and refreshing approach 
to the new season’s targets with an enthusiastic attitude to training and a fuller 
commitment from several new players as well as some of the more experienced 
veterans.   
 
In the opening rounds of the NHL, Tír Eoghain had two useful victories away to An 
Cabhán and against Maigh Eo at home before suffering a surprise defeat in Carrick-
on-Shannon against Liatroim.  
The first period of disruption due to Foot and Mouth disease restrictions then 
followed with all games being postponed from 25th February until 1st April. When a 
resumption took place, Tír Eoghain were unable to rediscover their earlier form and 
lost away to Sligeach and at home to Fear Manach, in successive weeks. Indeed, 
these turned out to be the final games that the county would play in the NHL, 
following  the imposition of new Foot and Mouth restrictions on Tír Eoghain due to an 
outbreak of the disease in Ardboe. 
   
With the adult team debarred from all activities, including training and challenge 
games, it became almost impossible to prepare for the championship. However, Tír 
Eoghain accepted its initial fixture which had been postponed from 6th May to 26th 
May and ran out easy winners against a very weak Muineachán side. In the 
semifinal, on the following Saturday, the effects of the Foot and Mouth Disease 
restrictions on the team were fairly evident; while the players all made very good 
individual efforts, it was obvious their lack of match practice had a detrimental effect 
on the overall teamwork. The opposition – Dún na nGall – had not been subject to 
any restrictions and were still participating in the final rounds of the NHL. 
The full panel of players and the management duo of Brendan Harkin and Tony Fawl 
must be highly commended for their genuine efforts and serious commitment in the 
most difficult and frustrating circumstances. They are congratulated on the excellent 
performances in the championship against both Muineachán and Dún na nGall, in 
2001. 
 
Players who represented Tír Eoghain in the Ulster Junior Championship and their 
scoring achievements, in 2001 were: 
 
Martin Ward (Shamrock’s), Barry Winters (Dungannon), Ryan Winters (Dungannon), 
George Byrne (Naomh Colmcille), Mark Kelly (Killyclogher), Shay O’Neill (0-01) 
(Dungannon), Kevin Cunningham (Omagh), Peter Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), John 
Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Paul Lavery (Capt.) (0-18) (Dungannon), Ciaran McBride 
(0-01) (Killyclogher), Oliver Kerr (0-01) (An Charraig Mhór), Stephen Fawl (2-0) 
(Shamrock’s), Gary McGettigan (0-01) (Shamrock’s), Terry McIntosh (1-07)  
(Dungannon), Philip McGovern (Omagh), Vinny Owens (Killyclogher), Damian 
McCallion (0-01) (Killyclogher), Sean Bradley (1-0) (Killyclogher), Cathal Hurson (0-
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01) (An Charraig Mhór), Eamon Hughes (An Charraig Mhór), Damian Corr (Naomh 
Colmcille), Thomas Colton (Dungannon).  
Additional players who participated in the disrupted NHL were: 
Paul Sweeney, Darragh Sweeney, Noel Hurson, Brian Daly, Ciaran McElhatton, (all 
An Charraig Mhór), Kevin Connolly, Damian Quigg (both Shamrock’s), Cathal O’Neill 
(Naomh Colmcille).  

 

U-21 Team 
 
The Ulster Shield semifinal failed to take place due to other counties withdrawing 
from the competition, with the result that the only game Tír Eoghain participated in 
was the final against Ard Mhacha. In what has now become customary fashion the 
U-21 hurlers were poorly prepared for this fixture due mainly to a lack of interest by 
any form of management; but for the last-minute rescue efforts of Ciaran Keyes, the 
Minor team manager, and Tony Fawl this county would have been in danger of not 
being in a position to field a team. Unless there is a dramatic change from this kind 
of situation it would be recommended that Tír Eoghain should not enter the provincial 
competition in 2002. It is acknowledged that this could be only regarded as failing the 
young players, but until coaches and managers are prepared to take responsibility 
for the proper preparation of a team, we must recognise failure for what it is. 
 
For the record, Tír Eoghain lost heavily to Ard Mhacha despite a very promising and 
exciting first-half performance.      
 

Minor Team 

This was a disappointing year for the county’s under-18 players. The Ulster league 
was disrupted and never completed due to the Foot and Mouth disease. In the All-
Ireland ‘C’ championship Tír Eoghain was grouped in a three-team section, which an 
Lú withdrew from; this left a double round fixture against Ard Mhacha, and when a 
ten-point defeat was suffered at home, the team considered there was little point in 
playing the return leg at Armagh. So, most disappointingly, Tír Eoghain played, and 
lost, one out of a possible four fixtures at minor level in 2001.  
 
Again, this can only be regarded as failure. One step that must be implemented next 
year is to select larger groups / sections while continuing to play double rounds of 
fixtures; then, if a county does withdraw from a group there can still be meaningful 
competition for those remaining. Young players, and even potential managers, need 
to see that there is a proper programme of games planned for them at county level, 
just as there should be at Club level. To suggest to a minor player that he should 
train for, and join, a team that has a planned maximum of four games is just silly 
nonsense. It is not acceptable at any other level; it could only happen in hurling. 

 

U-16 Team 
A similar difficulty arises with the competition available for participation in by the 
county’s juvenile players. Their planned programme of games amounts to three. This 
year, one county from our section withdrew, ensuring that Tír Eoghain was assured a 
total of two matches! In the first round there was a draw with Dún na nGall, and since 
both counties defeated an Cabhán it was necessary to have a play-off to decide the 
winners of the section – thereby affording each county three games.  
  
Again, how is it possible to convince a sixteen year old that he should join a county 
panel, attend numerous training sessions and possibly be selected to play in two 
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games. This is certainly the way not to promote the game of hurling at county level. 
 
In concluding this section we express gratitude to the many talented, enthusiastic 
and skilful players who represented Tír Eoghain at under-age level in 2001; we 
encourage them to remain enthusiastic, to persist in playing hurling and to bring back 
to their clubs, the new skills learned at county team coaching / training. Also, we pay 
tribute to the youth team managers, Ciaran Keyes (Minor) and Martin Boyle (U-16) 
and acknowledge the hard work which they do in very difficult and often frustrating 
circumstances. Their effort and commitment is as great as that provided to our 
football teams by their managers, but because of the general lack of interest, from 
the Association’s members, the press and the public, it almost all goes unnoticed. It 
would be most encouraging if these managers and their teams received some 
support, or even recognition, from members, from Clubs and from the County 
Committee. 
 
 

 

 

 Ulster and All-Ireland U-21 Football Champions - 2001 
 
Back Row (l.-r.): Kevin Hughes, Eoin Mulligan, Gavin Devlin, Pascal McConnell, 
Peter Donnelly, Darren O’Hanlon, Stephen O’Neill, Enda McGinley, Ryan Mellon, 
Peter O’Neill. 
Middle Row (l.-r.) Patrick O’Farrell, Martin Hughes, Conor Gormley, Cormac 
McAnallen (Capt.), Philip Jordan, Stephen McNally, Ciaran Meenagh, Michael 
McGee, Brian McGuigan, Owen Devine, Shane Sweeney. 
Front Row (l.-r.): Gavin Wylie, Peter Ward, David Harte, Des Treacy   
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  SCÓR   CLÁR     –     2001 

   
Hurling 
An Sraith Náisiúnta (2001)  

Roinn 2 
Feabhra 04 Tír Eoghain  0-13  An Cabhán   1-07  at Cavan 
Feabhra 11 Tír Eoghain  2-15   Maigh Eo      4-07 at Carrickmore  
Feabhra 18 Tír Eoghain  0-08  Liatroim         2-08 at Ck-on-Shannon 
Aibreán 01 Tír Eoghain  2-11  Sligeach        2-14 at Sligo 
Aibreán 08 Tír Eoghain  1-07  Fear Manach 3-10 at Omagh 
  Tír Eoghain     Longfort *  
  Tír Eoghain     Muineachán * 
  Tír Eoghain    Dún na nGall * 
 
* All games cancelled due to Foot & Mouth Disease restrictions. 
 
 
An Chraobh Shóisear 
Bealtaine 26   Tír Eoghain 3-18 Muineachán   1-03 at Clones 
Meitheamh 02  Tír Eoghain 1-11 Dún na nGall 2-13 at Omagh 
 

Faoi-21 
Meitheamh 30  Tír Eoghain  0-08 Ard Mhacha  2-13 at Clones  
(Ulster Shield Final) 

  
Faoi-18 

Iúil 07  Tír Eoghain  (WO) An Lú              (DF) at Dundalk 
Iúil 14  Tír Eoghain  1-10 Ard Mhacha   2-17 at Carrickmore 
Iúil 28  Tír Eoghain  (WO) An Lú    (DF) at Dungannon 
Lúnasa 04  Tír Eoghain  (DF) Ard Mhacha   (WO) at Armagh   
 

Faoi-16 
Iúil 04   Tír Eoghain  0-12 Dún na nGall   1-09 at Carrickmore  
Iúil 18   Tír Eoghain  (WO) Fear Manach  (DF)   at Irvinestown 
Iúil 25   Tír Eoghain  9-19   An Cabhán 1-01     at Carrickmore 
Lúnasa 04  Tír Eoghain  3-03 Dún na nGall 2-07    at Strabane (Play-off) 
 
 
   

Achomhaireacht 
 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Faoi-16  3 1 1 1 

Mionúr 1 0 0 1 

Faoi-21 1 0 0 1 

Sinnsear 7 3 0 4 
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FOOTBALL 

Senior Team 

National Football League 2000-2001 

Last season’s NFL campaign was one of unfulfilled promise for the footballers of Tír 
Eoghain due to the outbreaks of Foot and Mouth disease across the country. 
The opening Division 1A fixture, away to Áth Cliath, was a repeat of the previous 
season, as was the result; Tír Eoghain fielding many fresh young faces from the U-
21 panel had an outstanding second half performance with fourteen men and 
emerged victorious by three points. A packed O’Neill Park, Dungannon gave a warm 
welcome to All-Ireland champions Ciarraí in round two; while the visitors were 
missing some regulars, Tír Eoghain seized the opportunity to score a resounding 
victory. In the final game before the break Tír Eoghain travelled to Ros Comain and 
again came away with both league points. In round four there was a home victory 
against Dún na nGall before what was, arguably, the best match of the campaign 
against Gaillimh; played in Ballinasloe, both teams were in sparkling form with high-
quality performances on display from many talented players. While Tír Eoghain lost 
by only two points, and bearing in mind that opportunities for a goal and a point came 
off the Galway woodwork, this was the occasion when many observers realised that 
here was a team that would be challenging for major honours. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the Foot and Mouth outbreaks in Armagh, Louth and then 
Tyrone, this was the end of our participation in the 2000-01 National League. 
Decisions were taken at national level, in the interests of the farming and other 
industries that the NFL should proceed without involvement of these three counties. 
While this policy was correct at the time, it had a shattering effect on the senior 
football team and management, who instead of preparing to challenge for the NFL 
title were debarred from all football activity for an incredible twelve weeks. 
So, the NFL record for 2000-01 will show that Tír Eoghain played five games, of 
which four were won, qualified for the semifinals but could not finish the competition. 
 

Ulster Championship  
 
As In 2000, Tír Eoghain was again drawn against Ard Mhacha, the reigning Ulster 
champions. Preparations for this fixture had been almost impossible with the major 
restrictions placed on Gaelic games activity across the county and an exclusion zone 
in operation centred on Ardboe, all due to the Foot and Mouth disease. All of this 
meant that the county teams could not play any challenge games outside the county, 
nor could visiting teams enter the county, and players on the panels residing inside 
the exclusion zone could not be involved with their teams in training or games.  
 
However, on championship day, Tír Eoghain - full of confidence rose to the occasion 
with a blistering start which produced 1 goal and 4 points within eleven minutes, to a 
solitary point from the opposition; on commencing the second half Ard Mhacha had 
levelled the scores and while Tír Eoghain fell behind twice during the next quarter, 
they prevented their opponents from scoring for the final ten minutes while adding a 
further five points themselves. The form-book had been upset, the Ulster champions 
had been dethroned, Ard Mhacha went into the All-Ireland qualifiers and Tír Eoghain 
were through to a semifinal against old adversaries Doire.  
 
This game was also fixed for Clones but was a much different encounter than that of 
the first round; here the standard and the fluency never rose to the same heights with 
the sides level on four occasions, and fifteen minutes into the second half, the game 
swung totally in favour of Tír Eoghain with two well-taken goals to open up a margin 
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of seven points. Doire fought back tenaciously in the closing quarter but were unable 
to claw back enough to prevent Tír Eoghain reaching their first Ulster final in five 
years. 
 
Against an Cabhán in St Tiernach’s Park, Tír Eoghain again began in confident style 
with three unanswered points; they lead by 1-3 to 0-3 after eighteen minutes but then 
allowed the momentum of an Cabhán to swing the game in their favour and to lead 
at the break by three points. With some suitable re-organisation Tír Eoghain restored 
a one-point lead after ten minutes and although an Cabhán refused to give up the 
fight, Tír Eoghain finished stronger and fresher, to nose ahead by two points. 
 
In doing so, Tír Eoghain had secured their 9th Ulster Senior Championship and had 
completed the third leg of the brilliant treble of Ulster titles at minor, U-21 and senior 
levels – a feat only once achieved before in Ulster by, of course, Tír Eoghain in 1973.    
 
In other years the winning of one’s Provincial crown provided automatic qualification 
for the All-Ireland semifinal, but 2001 was different; this was the year when 
experimentation with All-Ireland qualifiers was introduced – more commonly called 
the back-door system. Now, all teams defeated in their Provincial championships 
were entered into an open draw which ran in parallel with the championships, in 
order to provide four All-Ireland quarter-finallists. An open draw among the Provincial 
winners and these quarter-finallists threw up a Tír Eoghain v Doire tussle, yet again. 
 
And so, it was all back to Clones again on the first Sunday in August. This turned out 
to be a very disappointing affair, filled with tension, anxiety and a surplus of negative, 
niggly incidents throughout the seventy minutes. While there were a few outstanding 
individual performances, the Tír Eoghain team did not play as such; they failed to 
play to their strengths and allowed themselves to be sucked into the type of game 
which the opposition have revelled in down through the years. Tír Eoghain were 
never in the lead in this game, although they did draw level on two occasions in the 
opening quarter, and having been reduced to fourteen players just before the 
interval, it was apparent that Doire were going to avenge their Ulster semifinal 
humiliation with some ease.  In the end, their winning margin was five points, but in 
truth it should have been much more; Doire progressed to an All-Ireland semifinal 
against Gaillimh and Tír Eoghain were left with another tough learning experience. 
  
Many observers will tend to blame the system for this specific failure by the senior 
team, citing the extra game played by Doire, or the revenge factor, or the lengthy gap 
between matches, or not having the reward of playing in Croke Park, but in the final 
analysis Tír Eoghain were not just good enough, this year.   
 
Ulster Championship Senior Team:  
 
Finbar McConnell (Newtownstewart), Cormac McGinley (Errigal Ciaran), Ciaran 
Gourley (Rock), Chris Lawn (Moortown), Paul McGurk (Cookstown), Colin 
Holmes (Moy), Michael McGee (Loughmacrory), Ryan McMenamin (0-01) 
(Dromore), Sean Teague (Capt.) (Greencastle), Declan McCrossan (0-02) (E. R. 
Uí Néill), Cormac McAnallen (1-03) (Eglish), Kevin Hughes (0-01) (Killeeshil), 
Brian Dooher (1-03) (Clann na nGael), Stephen O’Neill (1-15) (Clann na nGael), 
Pascal Canavan (0-01) (Errigal Ciaran), Gerard Cavlan (1-04) (Dungannon), 
Peter Canavan (0-06) (Errigal Ciaran), Eoin Mulligan (1-02) (Cookstown) Subs. 
Damian Gormley (Trillick), Brian McGuigan (0-01) (Ardboe),  Eoin Gormley (0-
02) (Errigal Ciaran),  Ciaran McBride (Omagh).  
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Other members of the senior panel in the NFL were: Martin Conway (Moortown), 
Peter Campbell (Coalisland), Brendan McLaughlin (Strabane),  Paul Feeney (Eglish), 
Joe Campbell (Dromore), Gary Fitzpatrick (Cookstown), Conor Gormley (An Charraig 
Mhór), Ciaran McRory (Dungannon), Richard Thornton (Coalisland). 
 
Congratulations is extended to the full panel of players who brought the ninth Ulster 
Senior Championship to Tír Eoghain in 2001. We pay tribute also to the managers, 
Art McRory and Eugene McKenna, not just for the work they do and the time they 
devote to Gaelic games in Tír Eoghain, but also for the very professional manner in 
which they approach the preparation of the whole team. To the many individuals who 
together constitute the back-up team we express our grateful appreciation also, 
particularly the liaison officer Paul Doris whose approach is always meticulous.  
  
 
 

U-21 Team 
 
Having won the All-Ireland championship at this level in 2000 there was a massive 
burden of expectation on managers Mickey Harte and Fr Gerard McAleer. 
Preparations began with the pre-season Hastings Cup tournament where Tír 
Eoghain qualified for the final with victories against Dún na nGall, Liatroim, Uibh 
Fhailí and Ard Mhacha and a draw against Maigh Eo. In the final Tír Eoghain and 
Maigh Eo crossed paths again with the westerners winning a close encounter by two 
points after extra time. 
 
The Ulster Championship commenced on 31st March with a most rigorous 
examination in Omagh against an Dún; both teams provided some excellent display 
of skills and scoretaking and at the final whistle the home side were only just ahead 
by a single point. The semifinal, away to Muineachán, proved to be a tough physical 
encounter, where the resilience and experience of Tír Eoghain were the determining 
factors in helping them to ease ahead in the final quarter, even though reduced to 
fourteen players. 
 
The Ulster final was fixed for Saturday 14th April, but, when an outbreak of Foot and 
Mouth disease was confirmed in Ardboe on Good Friday night, all of the following 
days’ fixtures including the U-21 final were called off immediately. In the days that 
followed the gloomy outlook deteriorated towards despair when it was speculated 
that the U-21 championship should proceed to a conclusion without the participation 
of Tír Eoghain, by nominating Ulster finallists Fear Manach to represent the province 
in the All-Ireland semifinal. However, much frenetic behind-the-scene activity was 
undertaken, culminating in a number of meetings at the highest level of the 
Association, to have decisions reversed; with the generous co-operative 
accommodation of Corcaigh, Fear Manach and Maigh Eo this proved to be highly 
successful in that the Ulster final was re-scheduled for May 26th and the All-Ireland 
semifinal and finals were deferred until the Autumn.   
 
As a county we must extend our most sincere gratitude to each of these three 
counties for their sportsmanship in facilitating Tír Eoghain, especially when each 
could have opted, more easily, to have a potentially difficult opponent removed from 
their path towards an All-Ireland title. Appreciation is also due to the officers of 
Comhairle Uladh for their accommodation in refixing the provincial final, to Coiste 
Riaracháin na gCluichí and particular the Cathaoirleach, Pádraig Ó Dufaigh for his 
patience, understanding and assistance during a hectic period, and finally to the 
members of an Coiste Bainistí especially Liam Ó Maolmhichíl and Seán Mac Taidhg 
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who afforded us the opportunity to influence changes in decisions and policies.   
When the Ulster final was eventually played in Clones, Tír Eoghain proved to be far 
superior in almost all sectors of the field and ran out clear and comfortable winners 
on a scoreline of 1-19 to 0-10, with all but four points coming from play for Tír 
Eoghain. So, Tír Eoghain had retained their Ulster Championship title and brought 
the county’s tally at this level to seven.  
 
The All-Ireland semifinal took place on Hurling Finals‘ day in Parnell Park. After the 
long summer break, both Corcaigh and Tír Eoghain appeared quite rusty, particularly 
their forward divisions. At the interval Tír Eoghain led by five points with the Munster 
champions having failed to score, and in the second half the trend was similar with 
Corcaigh unable to register until the 14th minute; when they did find the target they 
managed one goal and two points but by then Tír Eoghain had added a further nine 
points to comfortably book their place in their fifth All-Ireland final. 
 
The opposition in the All-Ireland final were Maigh Eo who had been kept waiting 
since 20th April when they had defeated Leinster champions – an Mhí. Played in poor 
weather conditions in Markievicz Park, Tír Eoghain opted to play with wind 
advantage in the opening period and held a very slight cushion of four points by half-
time. During the second period the midfield and defence demonstrated that they had 
the same winning qualities as those shown by the forwards on so many previous 
outings of this extended campaign, and in a very evenly contested affair Maigh Eo 
were never able to reduce the difference between the sides to less than three points, 
despite the strong wind advantage. In the end Tír Eoghain successfully retained their 
U-21 title, their fourth overall, and Cormac McAnallen emulated the achievement of 
Peter Canavan in 1991-2, by being presented with the Clarke Cup in successive 
years. 
  
Congratulations go to Cormac and his talented team-mates on their remarkable 
achievements in 2000 and 2001, most of whom are now the proud holders of a Minor 
and two U-21 All-Ireland medals.  
 
We also congratulate managers Mickey Harte and Fr Gerard McAleer not just on the 
successes of these young men, but more importantly, we recognise the 
immeasurable contribution that they have made in moulding, training, coaching and 
educating this squad of talented players into All-Ireland winners, at both under-age 
levels since 1997 and earlier. We thank them sincerely for their time, their efforts and 
the commitment they have devoted to youth football in this county over many years. 
        
U-21 All-Ireland Championship Team:  
 
Pascal McConnell (Newtownstewart), Gavin Devlin (Ardboe), Darren O’Hanlon 
(Errigal Ciaran), Michael McGee (Loughmacrory), Philip Jordan (Moy), Ciaran 
Meenagh (0-01) (Loughmacrory), Conor Gormley (An Charraig Mhór), Peter 
O’Neill (0-01) (Gortin), Peter Donnelly (0-03) (Coalisland), Cormac McAnallen 
(Capt.) (0-03) (Eglish), Ryan Mellon (1-03) (Moy),  Brian McGuigan (0-04)  
(Ardboe), Stephen O’Neill (0-18) (Clann na nGael),  Enda Mc Ginley (1-06) 
(Errigal Ciaran), Kevin Hughes (1-07) (Killeeshil), Eoin Mulligan (1-25) 
(Cookstown), Shane Sweeney (Aghyaran), Martin Hughes (Clonoe), Michael 
Anderson (Aghyaran), Gavin Wylie (Ardboe), Peter Ward (Dromore), Owen 
Devine (Aghyaran), David Harte (Errigal Ciaran), Aidan Lynch (Castlederg), 
Stephen McNally (Moortown), Patrick O’Farrell (Coalisland), Des Treacy 
(Kildress).  
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Minor Team 
 
The Tír Eoghain minor players and managers encountered the same disruption and 
uncertainties in the season's fixtures due to Foot and Mouth disease as their senior 
and U-21 colleagues. The county had just set out on the defence of its Ulster League 
title, which had been won in the past two seasons, with encouraging home victories 
against an Dún and Aontroim, when they too were expelled from competition. In their 
case, just as for the senior team, the league was completed without further 
participation by Tír Eoghain. 
  
With similar disruption being applied to the preparations for the championship, there 
were severe doubts about any progress being made. However Liam Donnelly and 
Martin Coyle adapted their training programme to comply with imposed restrictions 
and in the opening round their team tried very hard, put in a major effort and, while 
far from producing a polished performance did enough to hold off the challenge of 
Ard Mhacha, by the minimum winning margin. The semifinal encounter with Doire 
turned out to be far less strenuous and a facile victory on a scoreline of 2-15 to 1-07 
resulted.  
 
Muineachán provided the opposition on Ulster final day, producing a much sterner 
test than that of the semifinal; Tír Eoghain were full of determination that they would 
not repeat the mistakes of the 2000 final; they played with style, manufactured many 
brilliant scores and defended vigorously when the need arose. At the interval 
Muineachán were behind by three and while Tír Eoghain increased their lead to six 
points entering the final stages, there was some measure of relief at the final whistle 
to still be ahead by three points.  
This was the 17th Ulster Minor championship for Tír Eoghain, and the first for Martin 
and Liam in their third season in charge. 
 
There followed a seven-week gap until the All-Ireland semifinal against Connacht 
champions, Maigh Eo. This was a tough struggle in Páirc an Chrócaigh where the 
intensity and a certain amount of tension and nervousness associated with the big 
occasion led many observers to believe that these were two very poor teams. Again 
Tír Eoghain were dominant in most sectors of the field. The sides were level on 
seven occasions and while Tír Eoghain created but failed to score four goal chances 
they stepped up the pace in the closing quarter to emerge victorious by three points. 
 
In the All-Ireland final Tír Eoghain were matched against a highly fancied team from  
Áth Cliath which had defeated Munster champions Ciarraí at the semifinal stage. 
Right from the start Tír Eoghain set out to show that the underdogs tag was not 
merited and having opened the scoring, they only fell behind once during the 
opening half hour. Having led by a point at the break, they began to realise that this 
final was well within their grasp, and began playing with even greater confidence; 
they opened up a four point lead after ten minutes, allowed the ‘Dubs‘ to draw level 
with ten minutes remaining and pulled away brilliantly in the final five minutes to lead 
by three points. However, Áth Cliath continued to fight back as the game agonisingly 
dragged into injury time, and four minutes after the hour they managed to scramble 
in an equalising goal with the final kick of the game, to set up only the second ever 
minor replay. 
 
At the end of this match Tír Eoghain players and management were devastated but 
they now knew that they were the superior team and that they could beat the 
Leinster champions on the next occasion, despite what the expert scribes might say. 
The replay took place in Breffni Park on the following Saturday before a capacity 10 



 30 

000 attendance. This time the Tír Eoghain resolve that there would be no slip-ups 
was clearly evident. While Áth Cliath opened the scoring with a point from a free this 
was the only occasion that they led in the entire game. Indeed, such was the 
dominance of Tír Eoghain in all sectors of the field, but especially in defence, that the 
‘Dubs‘ failed to score from play. 
  
Tír Eoghain led by four points at the half-time interval and effectively finished the 
game off with a wonderful second goal in the 40th minute to leave twelve points 
between the sides. When the final whistle sounded there were wild scenes of 
jubilation among players, management and supporters which contrasted totally with 
those of the previous Sunday in the capital. With the biggest winning margin since 
1967 in a final, Tír Eoghain had stylishly lifted its fifth All-Ireland Minor championship 
crown.      
              
We pay tribute to this fine squad of footballers on their phenomenal achievements in 
2001 and we look forward to continuing successes with them at under-21 and senior 
levels in the near future. We offer our fullest congratulations to the minor team 
managers, Martin Coyle and Liam Donnelly, who have now won two Ulster Leagues, 
an Ulster Championship and an All-Ireland Championship in their first three years in 
position. We express our gratitude to both, also, for the massive contribution of time, 
energy and effort which they have made in order to enhance and progress the 
standards and standing of youth football in Tír Eoghain. We are grateful to their 
assistants who perform vital roles in a very quiet manner in the background, and 
mention especially, Frank Campbell and Jim Curran who filled the liaison roles with 
both the minor and the under-21 teams, and Seamus Cassidy who provided his 
medical knowledge and skills as team doctor to both successful teams.  
 
U-18 All-Ireland Championship Team:  
 
John Devine (Errigal Ciaran), Ryan O’Neill (Moy), Martin McStravog 
(Derrylaughan), Malachy Nixon (Coalisland), Conor Mullan (Cookstown), 
Dermot Carlin (Killyclogher), Joe McMahon (Omagh), Kieran McCrory (0-01) 
(Galbally), Paul Quinn (Errigal Ciaran), Peter Donnelly (Capt.) (0-10) 
(Coalisland), Francis Hamilton (Dungannon), Barry Mulligan (2-03) 
(Cookstown), Colm Donnelly (Clonoe), Leo Meenan (2-20) (Killyclogher), Sean 
Cavanagh (1-10) (Moy), Tommy McGuigan (0-05) (Ardboe), Gerard Toner (0-10) 
(Coalisland), Martin Penrose (2-06) (Aghyaran), Paul Rafferty (0-08) (Galbally), 
Niall Gormley (0-01) (Trillick), Austin Donaghy (Dromore), Mark McCullagh 
(Loughmacrory), Stephen McNiece (Coalisland), Chris Green (Gortin), Niall 
Kelly  (Loughmacrory), Shane McGahan (Killyman),  Joe Ball (Clann na nGael), 
Martin Hughes (Killeeshil), Paul Daly (An Charraig Mhór), Paul Armour 
(Cookstown), Martin McCreesh (Rock). 
 
In winning the All-Ireland U-21 and Minor football championships Tír Eoghain joined 
a very elite group of two other counties, which had won the double; it was first 
achieved in 1975 by Munster stalwarts, Ciarraí and by Corcaigh in 1981. Three 
Ciarraí players collected both medals in the same year and now we can add to this 
list the name of the outstanding Peter Donnelly who captained this county to All-
Ireland minor glory and from the same midfield position won his U-21 medal, seven 
days later – an amazing achievement!   
 
Finally, congratulations go to the following county players who were successful at 
other levels during the past season: 

• Cormac McAnallen who was selected for, and played on, the successful Ireland 
team in the International Rules competition in Australia 
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• Kevin Hughes, Declan McCrossan, Cormac McGinley, Enda McGinley, Paul 
McGurk and Patrick O’Farrell all of  whom achieved Sigerson Cup success with 
the University of Ulster at Jordanstown 

• Peter Canavan, Brian Dooher, Ciaran Gourley, Colin Holmes, Cormac 
McAnallen, Ryan McMenamin and Stephen O’Neill all of whom were selected for 
the Ulster Railway Cup panel 

• MacRory Cup winners Dermot Carlin, Joe McMahon, Leo Meenan, Austin 
Donaghy, Mark McCullagh, Chris Green – all with Omagh CBS, and Niall 
Gormley with St. Michael’s College Enniskillen 

• Ulster Colleges All-Stars – Sean Cavanagh (St Patrick’s Armagh), Barry Mulligan 
(St Patrick’s Dungannon) 

• Paul Quinn, John Devine, Martin Hughes and Paul Rafferty, all of whom attained 
Markey Cup success with St Ciaran’s Ballygawley 

• Cormac McAnallan, Stephen O’Neill and Declan McCrossan who were 
nominated for Eircell All-Star Awards 

• Finally, congratulations to Finbar McConnell on his unique achievement of 
becoming the first player from Tír Eoghain to win four Ulster Senior 
Championship medals   

 
In concluding this section on the county teams it would be important to express a 
word of special thanks to the several Clubs which made their grounds available to 
the teams throughout the season for coaching, training and other preparatory work; 
particular gratitude goes to the CBS in Omagh which made available its pitches and 
indoor facilities to all three of the successful county teams, in 2001. 
 

 

Ulster Senior Football Champions – 2001 

Back Row (l.-r.): Peter Canavan, Richard Thornton, Stephen O’Neill, Colin Holmes, 
Finbar McConnell, Cormac McAnallen, Eoin Mulligan, Kevin Hughes, Gerard Cavlan, 
Ciaran McBride. 
Front Row (l.-r.): Eoin Gormley, Chris Lawn, Martin Conway, Conor Gormley, 
Pascal Canavan, Sean Teague (Capt.), Declan McCrossan, Michael McGee, Ciaran 
Gourley, Brian Dooher, Cormac McGinley, Damian Gormley. 
RHS of BOI Sign: Brian McGuigan, Ryan McMenamin 
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SCÓR   CLÁR     –     2001  

 
 

An Sraith Náisiúnta (2000-2001)   Roinn 1A 
Deireadh Fómhair 29  Tír Eoghain  0-19 Áth Cliath      2-10 at Parnell Park 
Samhain 12  Tír Eoghain  4-08 Ciarraí           0-06 at Dungannon 
Samhain 26  Tír Eoghain  0-14 Ros Comain  0-09 at Roscommon  
Feabhra 11  Tír Eoghain  0-13 Dún na nGall 0-10 at Omagh 
Feabhra 25  Tír Eoghain  1-13 Gaillimh         0-18 at Ballinasloe 
Márta 11  Tír Eoghain    An Lú *    
Aibreán 09  Tír Eoghain      Uibh Fhailí ** 
 
*    An Lú  excluded due to Foot & Mouth Disease restrictions – Points to Tír Eoghain 
**  Tír Eoghain excluded due to Foot & Mouth Disease restrictions – Points to Uibh Fhailí  
(Tír Eoghain qualified for NFL semifinals, but excluded due to Foot & Mouth Disease 
restrictions)  

 
An Chraobh Shinnsear 

Bealtaine  20  Tír Eoghain  1-14 Ard Mhaca    1-09 at Clones              
Meitheamh 17  Tír Eoghain  3-07 Doire            0-14 at Clones 
Iúil 08   Tír Eoghain  1-13 An Cabhán    1-11 at Clones 
Lunása 05  Tír Eoghain  0-07 Doire           1-09 at Clones 
(All-Ireland Quarter-final) 
 

Faoi-21 
Márta 31  Tír Eoghain  1-12 An Dún          1-11       at Omagh 
Aibreán 07  Tír Eoghain  2-13 Muineachán  1-10       at Ballybay 
Bealtaine 26  Tír Eoghain  1-19 Fear Manach 0-10      at Clones 
Meán Fómhair 09 Tír Eoghain  0-14   Corcaigh        1-02 at Parnell Park         
Deireadh Fómhair 06 Tír Eoghain  0-13 Maigh Eo       0-10 at Sligo 
 

Faoi-18 
Lég 

Márta 31  Tír Eoghain  2-14 An Dún         2-06 at Omagh 
Aibreán 07  Tír Eoghain  0-19 Aontroim       0-11 at Dungannon 
Aibreán 14  Tír Eoghain *    Ard Mhaca      
Aibreán 21  Tír Eoghain *   An Mhí           
 
* Both games cancelled due to Foot & Mouth Disease restrictions 

 
An Chraobh 

Bealtaine  20  Tír Eoghain  1-09 Ard Mhaca    0-11 at Clones             
Meitheamh  17 Tír Eoghain  2-15 Doire           1-07 at Clones   
Iúil 08   Tír Eoghain  2-13   Muineachán  0-13 at Clones     
Lunása 26  Tír Eoghain  0-11 Maigh Eo      0-08 at Croke Park 
Meán Fómhair 23 Tír Eoghain  0-15 Bail Áth Cliath 1-12 at Croke Park 
Meán Fómhair 29 Tír Eoghain  2-11 Bail Áth Cliath 0-06 at Cavan 
 

Achomhaireacht 
 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Mionúr 8 7 1 0 

Faoi-21 5 5 0 0 

Sinnsear 9 7 0 2 
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ADMINISTRATION 

 

Players’ Injury Scheme  

The adjustments in team subscriptions and benefits payable which were 
introduced in 2000 remained in place for the current year. Consequently the 
total subscription from clubs in Tír Eoghain to the Scheme was approximately 
the same this year, at £53 502. The total number of injury claims submitted 
was ninety- four, showing a very slight increase from 2000, of which fifty-four 
have been successfully processed; a small number have been withdrawn and 
the remainder are under consideration awaiting further information / 
verification or final receipts. The amount paid out in benefits to players 
sustaining injuries during the twelve month period ending on 31st  October 
2001 has soared to a massive £152 628 While it is acknowledged that this 
figure includes one capital benefit payment of £50 000 and a total of almost 
£36 000 - from claims of previous years which were only completed in 2001 – 
there is still a significant increase compared with last year’s benefits. This can 
be attributed partly to the rising costs of medical and dental treatment as well 
as ever-increasing wages; a further proportion of the increase would be due 
enhanced benefits payable to injured players who are members of the 
Voluntary Insurance Scheme. 
 
Simple analysis of the Players’ Injury Scheme (Table 1) on a profit-loss basis 
would indicate that as a county, Tír Eoghain was a substantial beneficiary in 
the order of £99 000; it would seem highly unlikely that this situation could be 
sustained by the Association without the need for some further increase in the 
team subscription funding.  
 
A more detailed analysis of the available statistics would indicate that 50% of 
all benefits received are still less than £1 000 and that just over 75% of the 
total fall below £2 000. The types of injuries sustained by players in this 
county follow the familiar trend noted down through the years: Knee – 25%, 
Ankle & Leg – 18%, Hand – 13%, Shoulder – 12%, Dental – 5%, Back – 5%, 
Other – 22%.    
 

Voluntary Insurance 

This Scheme was introduced at the start of the 2000 season and offered extremely 
good benefits to players and officials for the small premium of £10 per Youth member 
and £20 for an adult; the initial uptake, then, was most disappointing, showing a 
membership of only 212 from Tír Eoghain. In the current year it is pleasing to report 
that this number has more than doubled to 553, consisting of 502 adults and 51 
youth members. 
  
At national level the total membership was 14 280 with one county – Corcaigh – 
making up over 25% of this total; while Tír Eoghain had moved up into fifth highest 
position, we should still not be satisfied that less than 10% of our playing members 
have deemed it appropriate to join this scheme. It is the responsibility of every Club 
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Committee to continually make its players, adult and youth, aware of the scheme, 
particularly its low cost and the exceptional benefits which are available.    
 

Property Insurance 

The general trend with all insurances is for the premiums to increase on an annual 
basis,  and unfortunately the Association’s Property Insurance has been no different. 
In 2000 the overall premium was increased by a massive 67% and this year we are 
informed that the rise will be approximately 25%. The justification for this is firstly 
that, because of the collapse of the Independent Insurances Group in London, there 
was a knock-on effect on companies here which were in a position to take on this 
form of insurance. Secondly, the claims experience of the current insurers, during the 
past three years, indicated such a significant deficit that it was not appropriate to 
continue with the present format. Income via premiums amounted to £1.5M while 
claims from Clubs which had been settled were worth £4.35M.  
 
So, the conditions imposed for continuing with the Association’s Property Insurance 
for a further year were, (a) a premium increase of 25%, accompanied by, (b) an 
excess on each claim of £5 000. The imposition of such an excess was recognised 
by the Association as one which could cause genuine hardship to the smaller units 
and which might then be prohibitive in them submitting a claim. In order to overcome 
this difficulty the Association at national level has agreed to establish a special fund 
of approximately £200 000 which could be used in hardship cases to provide a grant 
of up to £3 000 for smaller claimants. 
 
From the statistics released in relation to the Property Insurance it has emerged that 
five of the six counties in the north of Ireland occupy positions in the top eight of 
claims paid. It is also a matter of significant concern that the Clubs in this county 
have generated the highest number of claims, right across Ireland, apart from Áth 
Cliath; Tír Eoghain made a total of 33 claims during the three years in which this 
insurance scheme has been operative, on which payments amounted to £324 140. 
Based on this claims history it can only be expected that a punitive loading will be 
attached to the total premium to be levied against this county, when the provincial 
breakdown is made. In turn, those Clubs which suffered the property losses which 
led to substantive claims could expect to have their premium raised in a 
corresponding manner.                  
 

Public & Employers’ Liability Insurance 

In the current year PLI claims have been lodged against two Clubs for alleged 
injuries suffered by two young persons, one in a ‘bouncy castle’ and the other 
attending a disco in a Social Centre; a couple of other claims which originated a 
number of years earlier are still being processed. While making no judgement on any 
specific case it is necessary to reiterate the importance of risk management by all 
Clubs of their grounds, property and other facilities. It would be strongly 
recommended that every Club, irrespective of size, should appoint a safety officer 
who would take responsibility for safety at the Club and who would be in a position to 
authorise and supervise safety measures. Every Club should have a written policy of 
safety for spectators and employees covering the safety objectives and the means of 
achieving them; this policy should be made known to all voluntary workers and 
employees. Advice and training on all aspects of safety and safety policies are 
readily available via the local district councils, the Fire Authority, the Sports Council 
and the higher units of the Association, and each Club is strongly advised to liaise 
with some or all of these bodies.    
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Ticket Distribution 
 

The extensive and successful championship campaigns of the senior and 
minor teams in 2001 ensured that Tír Eoghain was heavily involved in the 
allocation and distribution of tickets throughout the whole summer; this 
commenced with the first round fixture against Ard Mhacha in mid-May, when 
the Gerry Arthurs Stand in Clones was ticketed, and concluded with the All-
Ireland final at the end of September. While some observers would claim that 
this is a good problem to have, or that this is part of the price of successful 
county teams, the matter cannot be readily dismissed in such a simplistic 
manner.  
 
Issues associated with all-ticket or partially-ticketed games include 

• the ideal number of tickets to order for the county 

• the quality of tickets to order 

• collection of tickets from source 

• acceptance and recording of orders from Clubs 

• checking, sorting and allocation of tickets to Clubs 

• sorting and allocation of tickets to players 

• distribution of tickets to Clubs and players 

• collection of payments for tickets 

• currency conversions on ticket sales 

• collection of unused tickets from Clubs 

• return of unused tickets to source 

• application for special tickets for disabled persons 

• distribution of disabled persons’ tickets 
 
Many of these issues have to be dealt with at Club level, as well as at county 
level. Irrespective of the number of people involved in the administration, 
dealing with all these matters requires a huge amount of time; unfortunately, 
the initial availability of tickets for some fixtures places such a restrictive 
timeframe on the administrators that unnecessary frustrations build up at Club 
level, player level and at the level of the general public. This point alone is one 
that should be addressed by the organising bodies responsible for 
championship fixtures.  
 
In the season just ended the number of tickets managed for all games 
amounted to 28 500 approximately, and realised sales of £375 500. For the 
Hurling finals the number of tickets received was 390 which showed an 
increase of 10% on last year; due to this county’s participation in the minor 
final there was an allocation of 2 348 tickets plus an additional 69 youth 
tickets. As in previous years the bulk of these were allocated to the Clubs and 
their members.     
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All-Ireland Tickets Distribution 
 

Hurling Finals Number %  Football Finals Number % 

Hurling Clubs 144 36.9  All Clubs 1611 68.6 

Football Clubs 171 43.8  Co. Committee 108 4.6 

Subcommittees 40 10.3  Subcommittees 194 8.3 

Sponsors 14 3.6  Referees 50 2.1 

Players/ Managers 10 2.6  Sponsors 51 2.2 

Past Officials 4 1.0  Players/Managers 305 13.0 

Others  7 1.8  Past Officials 17 0.7 

Totals 390 100.0  Others 12 0.5 

    Totals 2348 100.0 

   

  

  

 

OTHER MATTERS 

 

Schools 
 

Youth football at a county level reached its peak in 2001 with the winning of 
the All-Ireland minor and under-21 championships. At schools level there was 
a clean sweep of provincial youth titles this year also: 
 

• St Ciaran’s Ballygawley won the Markey Cup (Vocational Schools U-18) in 
an all-Tyrone Ulster final against Omagh College of Further Education; in 
the All-Ireland semifinal they went down against a very strong Causeway 
Comprehensive from Kerry. 
 

• St Joseph’s Coalisland defeated their namesakes from Enniskillen by 1-17 
to 2-04 to win the Ulster U-16 Vocational Schools title and the Arthurs Cup  

 

• Omagh CBS were declared joint winners of the MacRory Cup along with 
St Michael’s College Enniskillen after the final was drawn in Casement 
Park, and Foot and Mouth restrictions prevented the Tyrone school from 
participating in a replay or in the Hogan Cup competition  

 
As ever, we congratulate all these schools and their footballers on their 
resounding successes in the past season; we acknowledge the work done, 
mostly on a voluntary basis by the games and PE teachers, and by the 
coaches who are brought in to the schools. There is no doubt that the 
success achieved by Tír Eoghain teams has its origins in the coaching, 
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training and promotional work which is undertaken in schools right across 
the county and we can only hope that this will always be the situation 
despite the encroachment by other sporting bodies. Our Clubs have a 
responsibility to ensure that they continue to liaise effectively with the 
schools which our young members are attending, and endeavour to make 
available to them all the support that is necessary and possible, to keep 
Gaelic games at the very top of the sporting curriculum.  
 
Fixtures: Club or County  
 

A major issue which has exercised the minds of many members and officials 
of the Association at every level is how can a body organising two major field 
games provide an inter-county programme of fixtures that will appeal to many 
diverse interests – players, managers, media, supporters – and at the same 
time accommodate a regular programme of games for all Club players. Many 
solutions have been proposed, some have undergone experiment, most have 
been written off as failures and some have been partially successful.  
 
In 2001 the Association approved the introduction of the All-Ireland 
Championship Qualifiers for senior inter-county football; while these have 
been allowed a two-year experimentation period, most observers and 
participants consider them to be highly successful. From the financial 
viewpoint alone, they were highly successful, generating an additional £40 
000, plus expenses, for every county, and a total income of approximately 
£2M to C.L.G. 
 
Tír Eoghain were fortunate, this year, in not having to avail of this so-called 
‘back door system’ by virtue of winning the Ulster championship, but the 
experience of being eliminated from the All-Ireland Championship, at the new 
quarter-final stage, by a county which progressed through the Qualifiers was 
quite sobering; the fact that the opposition was a county from our own 
province, which Tír Eoghain had defeated at an earlier stage, simply added to 
the dissatisfaction. However, at the year’s end, we were able to welcome the 
announcement that some adjustments were agreed for implementation in the 
2002 Championship; these, on the whole, seem sensible and would include 
the provision that counties that have already met each other should not meet 
again before the semi-final stage. 
 
Since all of this is a two-year trial it would only be fair, however, to draw our 
conclusions at the end of the experiment. 
This would be even more pertinent now that major changes have been 
accepted from the report of the national Competitions Work Group, for 
introduction in 2002.  
These include: 

a National Leagues schedule to be completed between February and April / 
May 

   mid-week National League games where practical 
   a Club fixture schedule to be drawn up by each County and be approved by  
   its Provincial Council          
   this schedule to be maintained and not interfered with because of Inter- 
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   County Fixtures 
   Inter-County players to be free from Club Championship games on the  
   following basis 
   Senior Inter-County Championship – 20 days prior to All-Ireland Finals 
             13 days (max) for all other games 
   Other Grades of Championship -       13 days prior to All-Ireland Finals 
               6 days (max) for all other games  
 
The immediate effect that would arise from these decisions is that Inter-
County players would not be available to their Clubs, on a regular basis, for 
their league fixtures’ programme. It can, of course, be argued that Club 
Leagues are in place to provide regular weekly games and that an inter-
county player is achieving this and more when representing his county; it also 
follows that, when the inter-county player is absent on county duty an 
opportunity is therefore provided for a replacement player to move on to the 
Club team.  On the other hand, Clubs could not decide on their regular / 
settled teams if one or more inter-county players are absent on too many 
occasions, which could lead to a detrimental effect on their Championship 
campaign. It also follows that inter-county players would be missing from their 
Clubs due to training at county level, and many managers would argue that 
the loss of the top players from a training panel has a demoralising effect on 
the remainder. 
  
Again, it would be wrong to rush a judgement on a plan which has not yet 
been implemented; it would be fairer to wait for a period of twelve months to 
see how the hurdles and pitfalls are overcome or by-passed. 
 
 
County Administration Structures 
 

Major changes were implemented in the Administration structures within the 
county during the past year following the decisions taken at Congress 2000 
and the Special Convention in Tír Eoghain later in the year.   
These led to  

• the establishment of a 71 member County Committee  

• the election of four new officers - an Assistant Treasurer, a PRO, a 
Development Officer and a Coaching Officer 

• the appointment of the membership of eight subcommittees 

• the reduction of the membership of the Games Administration 
Committee from 11 down to 9 
 

 The administration structure for the county then consisted of: 
 (a) County Committee 
      Membership:  11 Officers elected at County Convention 

2 Representatives on Provincial Council elected at 
County Convention 
1 Representative on Central Council elected at County  
Convention 
54 Representatives of Clubs elected at County 
Convention 
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         1 Representative of County Handball Committee 
         1 Representative of County Primary Schools’ Committee 

1 Representative of County Secondary & Vocational     
Schools’ Committee 

      Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month. 
 
(b) Management Committee 
         Membership:  11 Officers elected at County Convention 

2 Representatives on Provincial Council elected at 
County Convention 
1 Representative on Central Council elected at County                                                
Convention 

Meetings:  Third Tuesday of each month. 
 

(c) Games’ Administration Committee (9 members) 
Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month 

(d) Development Committee (7  members)  
(e) Coaching & Games Development Committee (8 members) 
(f) Cultural Committee (6 members)  
(g) Public Relations / Marketing Committee (6 members) 
(h) Youth Committee (6 members) 
(i) Referees’ Administration Committee (7 members) 
 
▪ All committees as listed above are required for compliance with the Official 

Guide. 
▪ The membership of all of these is a matter for decision by Tír Eoghain and 

is set out in current County Bye-laws. 
▪ Any desired changes may only be made by amendment of the relevant 

Bye-law at County Convention. 
 
Other Work-Groups  
The following Work-Groups were established in Tír Eoghain to take 
responsibility for more specific tasks, in the current year. 
IT (5 members), Hurling Development (10), Communications (6), Finance (8), 
County Teams’ Sponsorship (4), Healy Park Management (6).  
The complete membership of all these committees is detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
The main objective of introducing these changes was to increase levels of 
efficiency and effectiveness at county level and to facilitate and promote 
effective liaison and communication between county, provincial and national 
committees. Having reviewed the operation of these structures in 2001 there 
would appear to be general consensus that 

• The majority of subcommittees were of a suitable size to undertake and 
fulfil most of their specific responsibilities as outlined in the Official Guide  

• The programme of work being attempted by the county committee on a 
monthly basis is too extensive to be competently handled by a 71-member 
committee with the result that the running time of its meetings is excessive 

• Duplication of work by the County Committee and the Management 
Committee should be avoided 
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• There is a need for some mechanism to be established in order that the 
voice of Clubs can be heard by the Games Administration Committee, 
possibly through some form of regular meeting 

• The Management Committee should be reduced in size, should reduce the 
length of its meetings, but should convene more often than monthly 

• County subcommittees did not meet with corresponding committees at 
either Club level or Provincial level, as required   

 
Some of these matters have been considered at both County and 
Management Committee levels and will also be discussed in relation to 
motions at this Convention; it has also been agreed that the size of the 
County Committee should be allowed to stand for another year to determine 
whether it is possible to rectify its many shortcomings. 
 
The County Committee had a total of thirteen meetings in its first year while 
the Management Committee met on a further eleven occasions. The 
attendance of members for each committee is included in Appendix 2.  
 

 

BUÍOCHAS 

At the outset I would extend appreciation to all the members of Coiste an 
Chontae for their co-operation and assistance through so many meetings 
during their first year; this could best be described as a learning experience 
for the whole Association in the county. The same appreciation goes to the 
members of the many Sub-committees and Work-groups which were 
appointed in Tír Eoghain during 2001. A particular word of thanks to their 
officers for their help, courtesy and consideration: Peter Kennedy and Michael 
Kerr (GAC), Patsy Taggart and Michael Hughes (Referees), Dermot 
McCaughey (Development), Terry McCann (Coaching & Games 
Development), Seamus Kilpatrick (Culture), James Treacy and mark Conway 
(PR & Marketing), Eugene McConnell (Youth), Gerard Bradley (IT), Peter Kerr 
(Hurling Development), Brendan Harkin (Communications) and Seamus 
McDonald (Finance). 
 
Gratitude is also expressed to Paul Doris and Jim Curran for their 
representation of this County on Comhairle Uladh and likewise to James 
Treacy who fulfils a similar role on Ard Chomhairle. We recognise the work 
done by Mark Conway on the national Strategic Review Committee and that 
of Gerard Bradley with the provincial and national IT Work-groups. 
 
I would offer thanks to the officers of Comhairle Uladh, Donal Ó Murchú and 
Seán Ó Raghallaigh, to Paraic Ó Dufaigh of the GAC at central level, to the 
Árd Stiúrthóir, Liam Ó Maolmhichíl, to the Uachtarán, Seán Mac Taidhg for 
their assistance and advice during the course of the year on several matters 
of difficulty. 
 
On behalf of the Association in Tír Eoghain I extend sincere gratitude to our 
major sponsor of county teams, W. J. Dolan who has agreed to support the 
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county financially for a further three year period; this company’s financial input 
to C.L.G. in this county since June 1994 has been highly significant and much 
appreciated, and on many occasions it has well exceeded that which had 
been formally agreed. Also, I acknowledge the generous sponsorship 
provided by Brendan Begley, by O’Neills through Kieran Kennedy and by a 
number of other benefactors during the course of this highly successful year. 
        
2001 was a year when huge demands were placed on the Association’s 
friends in the media and we take this opportunity to compliment them, both 
locally and nationally, for the excellent standard of coverage which has been 
provided on so many aspects of our affairs; while we recognise that the 
products on display from the GAA cannot be matched by any other sporting 
body on this island, nor can they attract the same volume of support 
throughout each county, it is still heartening to see local reporters, 
correspondents and photographers arriving at our some of our more obscure 
venues with a notebook, camera or microphone to record and publicise the 
game. 
      
I wish to thank all the members of an Coiste Bainistí for their contribution to 
the development and promotion of the affairs of C.L.G. in this county during 
2001; there were many new faces elected at last year’s Chomhdháil and all of 
them played a full and fitting role as the year progressed. I offer special 
thanks to Séamas Mac Domhnaill, who was newly elected to the position of 
Cisteoir, for the detailed work which he has done in controlling the county’s 
ever-increasing financial affairs, and also to Assistant Secretary Proinnsias 
Mac Cathmhaoil for the enormous workload undertaken, including, 
responsibilities for travel and accommodation for all teams, assistance with 
ticket allocation and liaison with youth football teams. I acknowledge the work 
done by the Leas-Cathaoirleach Liam Mac Niallais especially in relation to his 
liaison with the SCNI on the physical development work at the County 
Grounds. 
 
Finally, I extend sincere appreciation on my own behalf, and on behalf of the 
Association in this county to the Cathaoirleach, Cuthbert Ó Donnaile whose 
three-year term of office terminates with the conclusion of this year’s 
Convention. The amount of time which he devoted to the County led many 
people to think that this was a full-time position he held. He represented the 
County at all occasions, events and functions at home and across the country, 
in his own inimitable style. I pay tribute to him for his organisational skills and 
for the leadership which he gave to Tír Eoghain during the past three years, 
during a time of significant changes and a time of unprecedented successes. I 
express my personal thanks for his assistance, support and courtesy during 
all of this time. While he is leaving the top position in Tír Eoghain at this 
Convention it is hoped that the County will continue to be able to avail of his 
expertise in the years ahead, as of course will his Club. 
 
I conclude by thanking the officers of all Clubs in Tír Eoghain for their co-
operation, help, and understanding on so many administrative matters 
throughout another busy and successful year. 
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COMBHRÓN        

We remember those who died during the year 2001. We express sincere 
sympathy to all members of the Association who have suffered losses, to their 
Clubs and to their families and, particularly, to our Árd Chomhairle 
representative James Treacy on the death of his sister Annie, to County 
Committee Member Peter Tracey on the tragic loss of his daughter Imelda, 
and to the Gormley family on the death of Jim who was Club President of St 
Enda’s Omagh.      
        
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha. 
 
 
 

 

County Senior Football Champions  -  An Charraig Mhór 
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AFFILIATED CLUBS  - 2001 

 

HURLING (6)  
Carrickmore, Dungannon, Killyclogher, Naomh Colmcille, Omagh, Shamrocks 
 
FOOTBALL 
Senior  (Division 1A) (16) 
Aghyaran, Ardboe, An Charraig Mhór, Clann na nGael, Clonoe, Coalisland, 
Cookstown, Donaghmore, Eglish, Errigal Ciaran, Galbally, Kildress, 
Killyclogher, Moortown, Moy, Trillick. 
 
Senior (Division 1B)  (8) 
Beragh, Brackaville, Dromore, Edendork, Gortin, Loughmacrory, Omagh, 
Strabane. 
 
Intermediate  (Division 2)  (16) 
Aghaloo, Augher, Clogher, Derrylaughan, Drumquin, Dungannon, E. R. Uí 
Néill, Fintona, Greencastle, Killeeshil, Killyman, Pomeroy, Rock, 
Stewartstown, Tattyreagh, Urney 
 
Junior  (Division 3)  (8) 
Brockagh, Castlederg, Derrytresk, Dregish, Drumragh, Eskra, Glenelly, 
Newtownstewart. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

County Junior Football Champions  -   Dregish Pearse Óg
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TUARASCÁLA NA FO-CHOISTI 
 

(SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS) 
 

   

   1. Coiste na Forbartha    

   2. Coiste na Réiteoirí  

   3. Coiste Cultúr   

   4. Coiste Oiliúna & Forbártha na gCluichí 

   5. Coiste na nÓg  

   6. Coiste Chaidreamh Poiblí & Margaíochta  

   7. Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí 

                                 8. Grúpa Oibre Comhfhreagrais   

   9. Grúpa Theicneolaíocht an Eolais 

   10. Grúpa Oibre Forbartha Iomána 
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Ulster and All-Ireland Minor  Football Champions – 2001 
 

Back Row (l.-r.): Kieran McCrory, Joe McMahon, Leo Meenan, John 
Devine, Sean Cavanagh, Peter Donnelly (Capt.), Gerard Toner. 
Front Row (l.-r.): Paul Rafferty,  Tommy McGuigan, Martin McStravog, 
Dermot Carlin, Ryan O’Neill, Martin Penrose, Paul Quinn Barry Mulligan.
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COISTE FORBARTHA 
 
Cathaoirleach: Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh 
 
2001 - The Golden Jubilee of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Eireann, Radio Eireann was 
founded seventy five years ago, the Battle of Kinsale was fought four hundred years 
ago and less than one year ago new structures were introduced at county Board 
level for the G.A.A. in Tír Eoghain.  It has been a year of change and we have seen 
teething problems.  However, the growing process can be painful at times, there is 
always a tendency to imagine that previous structures were better than they really 
were, and new structures deserve a reasonable chance to prove their worth (two 
years at least). 
 
Sub-committee business 
The major work areas that concerned our sub-committee during the year were: 
Clubs: property and development 
Child protection 
County Structures 
 
Club: property and development 
Our sub-committee was instructed at the outset to pay particular attention to clubs’ 
title deeds and declarations of trust.  This work is practically complete.   
There has been a lot of work in recent months with the process of personnel changes 
on title deeds and declarations of trust.  The process is now clear, thanks in no small 
way to the interest and expertise of legal and Land Registry representatives who 
share an interest in the welfare of CLCG Tír Eoghain. 
 
Physical development at club level remains healthy, the expertise and tireless work 
of Liam Nelis in the field of planning and grant assistance application is vital.  Go 
raibh maith  agat, a Liam.  The Development sub-committee is anxious to help 
wherever possible regarding development, it is mutually beneficial and essential to 
consult with us before embarking on a development.   
 
Child Protection 
Child Protection is a key area and the adoption of a code of practice to deal with 
children under eighteen years old will be mandatory from the start of 2003.  We 
realise this and have devoted considerable time to studying the available literature 
and assessing the options available.  Two of us have attended a day long certified 
seminar on child protection awareness in Enniskillen in September.   
 
Thanks too to An Charraig Mhór Naomh Colmcille for an invitation to a two-day 
course for youth leaders in their club which proved very useful.  It is an indication of 
Tír Eoghain’s awareness in this field that many clubs have taken the initiative and 
provided various courses for youth leaders.   
 
Confusion results from the facts that: (i) Central policy on this crucial matter is 
incomplete, (ii) Various agencies and bodies are involved, (iii) There is a vast array of 
overlapping information available which tends to overwhelm.   
After quite extensive research and consultation with the Ulster Council and Croke 
Park we realised that the county, indeed the Association, needs a uniform approach 
with fundamental policy issues. There is now a ten-man Ulster Council Code of 
Practice work group with two Tír Eoghain members.  Its brief is to draw up a code of 
practice for CLCG in Ulster with whatever recommendations on policy changes 
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passed up to Croke Park.  There will be contentious areas and the basic elements of 
Child Protection Policy are: 
 
Child Protection Statement 
Code of behaviour 
Communication 
Training and awareness 
Recruitment and selection 
Recording 
Support and supervision, creation of healthy environment, preventing and dealing 
with abuse 
Disciplinary, complaints and appeals procedures 
 
Essential reading in this area: (i) Code of Ethics & Good Practice for Children’s Sport, 
Irish Sports Council and Sports Council for Northern Ireland, 2001.   
(ii) Guidelines for Dealing with Allegations of Abuse (Second Edition), CLCG, March 
2001. (iii) Getting it right, Our Duty to Care publication for the NI Volunteer 
Development Agency, March 1999.  The last title is deceptively simple, please read 
it. 
 
County Structures: 
We have sought suggestions from June onwards regarding county structures.  The 
lack of response indicates that people are content, confused, shy, apathetic or a 
mixture of the four.  Structures have been discussed at County Committee and 
Management Committee levels (and hopefully elsewhere!).  As stated at the outset it 
is only the first year of these new structures.  The points on which there is general 
agreement are:(i) County Committee to meet monthly as at present, (ii) County 
Committee size to remain the same, (iii) Sub-committee reports to be sent to County 
Committee members  with meeting notification, (iv) GAC to be substantially enlarged, 
(v) club delegates may represent club and county, (vi) tighter definition of sub-
committee roles needed to avoid duplication and resultant problems, (vii) good 
manners, respect and polite behaviour are essential for efficient business at 
meetings. 
 
Active sub-committee members: 
Jim Curran, Donal Magee, Joe McCabe, Dermot McCaughey, Michael McGoldrick, 
Liam Nelis,  Aodhán Ó hEarcáin.    
 

 

 

COISTE NA RÉITEOIRÍ 
 
Rúnaí: Micheál Ó hAodha 
 
Role of the Committee: 
This committee was tasked with carrying out duties over the following areas; 
recruitment, training, assessment, classification and counselling of referees.  
 
Recruitment: 
On the face of it this was a particularly healthy year for recruitment in the County, 
with nine football and four hurling referees recruited and completing the very 
intensive seminars held in the first three months of the year. It was very pleasing to 
have the presence of the hurling referees but their subsequent non-availability for 
appointments was very disappointing and begs the question why bother. This 
committee have better things to do than waste time and resources in holding 
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seminars for people who have little or no intention in officiating at games throughout 
the season. 
 
This lack of meaningful recruitment amongst hurling clubs is an area that needs to be 
addressed as a matter of urgency. Given that the issue of referees appointments to 
hurling games was aired at a GAC open meeting, the people who must take 
responsibility for sorting this problem are the hurling clubs as three out of the six 
clubs provide no-one at any level for recruitment, training and appointments. This is a 
persistent problem and it is now long past the time that real sanctions are placed on 
these clubs for their non co-operation in this matter. To those clubs and you know 
who you are, get off the backs of the referees that are trying to cover the games, get 
up and do something positive and constructive about it. 
 
There is also a high need for further advances to be made in the recruitment of 
referees for adult games. The continual reduction in the adult panel due to retirement 
and injuries now gives the committee serious cause for concern. All clubs need to be 
more responsible in promoting refereeing and in providing suitable personnel for 
training and appointments to our games. All clubs have recently received a letter 
asking for new nominations and it will be interesting to see how many will respond in 
the positive. If the response is in the main negative, further strains will be put on an 
already stretched panel leaving it at breaking point and possibly beyond. 
 
Training: 
A very structured training programme was developed and carried through by the 
committee beginning in January going right through on a regular basis to September. 
Many take the training seminars for new and established referees, umpires and 
linesmen, and the adult championship panel for granted, but the preparation work, 
the detail and the actual implementation of the various modules is very onerous. It 
was noticeable that the latter championship seminars were not as fruitful as early 
seminars due to the reduction in input by Co-ordinator and Tutors. This was an 
unfortunate situation but brought home very starkly how important these roles are to 
this area within the refereeing structures of our county. 
 
The championship seminars were again very important in developing a sense of 
team-work which for the most part was transferred onto the field of play. 
Performances were in general very acceptable and these seminars should be 
maintained during the coming season. 
 
It is important that all the seminars are built upon in the future and that complacency 
does not creep in. We need to ensure that the correct messages get across time and 
time again and we need to do this in more innovative methods. However this county 
has real problems in doing this with the loss of the County Tutors and Co-ordinator. 
This will mean that the new committee will be required to identify new personnel to 
take fast track training (if available) or to organise outside tutors to come in and 
deliver the training that is very necessary. 
 
Assessment: 
This suffered immensely as a result of the problems faced by this Committee. At the 
peak time for football in the County, the Tyrone Referees Administration Committee 
declined to do any work until guarantees were made regarding persistent outside 
interference in our affairs and with referees. The committee apologise to all referees 
for this but a stand had to be taken to ensure the integrity of our referees and the 
Tyrone Referees Administration Committee. 
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However with the assessments conducted it is obvious that the new committee have 
some serious issues to deal with, including assessor training, assessment quality, the 
assessment of new referees and the use of assessments in the making of 
appointments. If these are not addressed then the assessment process will fail our 
referees and our association. Thanks to all our assessors for their continued efforts 
which are now beginning to be appreciated and even more surprisingly expected by 
referees. 
 
Classification: 
At the start of the year and again at the commencement and during the adult 
championship, this committee classified referees using experience, written tests, 
fitness tests and if available relevant assessment reports. Whilst this system worked 
very well, the limitations were cruelly exposed when the championship panel was 
being selected. As a result of an easy written test and physical fitness test, the 
championship panel further increased this year to such an extent that appointments 
or the lack of them to championship games is an issue that needs to be urgently 
addresses. 
 
To develop a competitive championship panel, the written and physical tests need to 
become more demanding. Given that new referees are expected to have a pass rate 
in the written test of 90% this is at least the mark that should be achieved by any 
referee who wishes to be placed on an adult championship panel. This toughening of 
the written test should be supplemented by a more demanding physical test 
completed in full on grass. The panel should be no more than sixteen strong, 
guaranteeing all referees a minimum of two games exclusive of replays. 
 
Classification is also a non-sense when referees on a championship panel are not 
considered for and/or selected to finals within our county. The very least a referee 
can expect for being on a select list, this position due to efforts made in tests and 
games, is an appointment or at least a very serious consideration to a final. This 
disgraceful situation should no longer be allowed to re-occur as it makes a mockery 
of the recommendation in the Refereeing: Needs and Recommendation Report that 
there is a clear need “for an incentive/sanction factor in respect of referees taking a 
written exam in the rules and physical fitness tests.” For at least three referees on the 
championship panel, there was clearly no incentive, indeed to them it must have 
seemed that there was a concerted effort to ensure their non-appointment to 
championship games and finals within the county. 
 
Counselling: 
Another area that was negatively impacted upon by outside influences was that of 
counselling. It seemed to the committee that others were counselling referees in their 
own way, assuring clubs of appointments or non-appointments to their games, 
attempting to influence how referees officiated at games, harassing referees for 
information that may have been beneficial to their clubs and the very public and often 
vociferous criticism of referees.  
 
Despite all of this the committee did hold some counselling meetings with referees to 
discuss issues arising from games, but I would have to say that for the most part 
these were a complete waste of time. It was evident that in the majority referees 
came with the defences up rather than coming with a view of learning and moving on, 
Given the very positive experience in 2000, this was a major disappointment and it 
will require deeper consideration as how to approach this area of work in the future. 
 
However one thing that should not be open for negotiation around this area is that 
until the Tyrone Referees Administration Committee can be assured of full, total and 
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unqualified commitment from all administrators within this county as to their roles and 
responsibilities, no further counselling of referees should take place. 
 
Some Positives: 
There were highlights that need to be recorded in this report, none more so that the 
appointments of referees from Tyrone to games at provincial, national and 
international level. 
All our inter-county referees continue to make significant progress but pride of place 
must go to our hurling referees who were appointed to provincial and national finals. 
 
Mark Taggart refereed a final in the Ulster Feile na nGael competition and as 
Tyrone’s only representative in this competition his appointment and subsequent 
performance has to be commended. 
 
Sean Quinn, as well as continual appointments to the NHL, was honoured with the 
Ulster Junior Hurling Final between Donegal and Antrim, and in a very tight game his 
performance was of a very high standard indeed. 
 
Pride of place on the national scene goes to John Devlin who took charge of the All 
Ireland Under 16 Final between Armagh and Meath. His performance once again 
enhanced the status of hurling referees within the county. 
 
Congratulations to the hurling referees for their achievements and hopefully this will 
entice people from hurling clubs to get involved in refereeing in an attempt not only to 
emulate but also to better their performances. 
 
On the football front, Martin Sludden and Eugene McConnell continue to make good 
progress at Ulster MFL level. 
 
Martin Kolbohm progressed this year to take control of games in the Under 21 
Football Championship. He was also appointed to officiate at various games in the 
NFL, Ulster SFC, Leinster SFC, All Ireland Championship series and the Ulster Club 
Championship. 
 
Michael Hughes was appointed to take charge of games in the NFL, Leinster SFC 
(subsequently withdrawn due to Foot and Mouth Outbreak), All Ireland 
Championship, and Ulster Club Championship. He was also appointed to officiate at 
the Connaught SFC final and was selected by Croke Park to represent Ireland as the 
Irish referee for the U17 International Rules series in Australia. 
 
Congratulations to all inter-county referees for the very high standard of 
performances in all the games they took part in. These high standards make it all 
more puzzling as to why three of the referees mentioned above were not selected 
and in many instances not considered for finals within our county. 
. 
Buichas: 
I pay special tribute to Frank Campbell, County Co-ordinator for his efforts towards 
refereeing. To the members of the Committee a special word of thanks. The 
members Patsy Taggart, Johnny Dooher, Seamus McGale, P. Joe McDermott and 
Sean Ruddy gave sterling service in some difficult circumstances but their dedication, 
sound advice and support were very welcome and appreciated by me during the 
2001 season. 
 
However yet again, the biggest vote of thanks must go to the referees within the 
county, who despite harassment, public ridicule, threats of physical violence to 
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themselves, and threats to other members of their families have shown tremendous 
dedication to this Association. For me the question is why do you continue to do it? 
To your families many of who will have suffered huge inconveniences my sincere 
apologies. 
 
Finally we cannot forget members who in any way suffered bereavement in the past 
year. On behalf of the Committee I extend sincere condolences. 
 
 
 

Coiste Cultúr  
 
Cathaoirleach: S Mac Giolla Phádraig 
 

SCÓR NA N-ÓG 2001 

2001 proved to be a memorable Scór na n-Óg year, more about that later.  The 
competition commenced in November 2000.  Club co-ordinators, families and 
participants deserve our praise and encouragement for their efforts to promote Irish 
culture.  Clubs that hosted county events are Killyclogher, Killyman, Eglish, Galbally 
and Cookstown with the County Final in Omagh’s St. Joseph’s Hall.  Thanks to all, as 
well as the Henry family, Moortown for amplification.  Pat McSorley’s video and photo 
coverage of the county final was excellent, enhancing media coverage, as well as the 
local newspapers.  The Ulster Semi-final and Final were also hosted in Tír Eoghain, 
thanks to Eglish and  Strabane respectively.   
 
County Competition 
Twenty clubs made it through to the County Final with winners (and runners-up) as 
follows: 
Céilí Dancing:  Omagh  (Killyclogher) 
Solo Singing:  Julie Tierney - Aireagal Chiaráin (Francis Fee - Killyman) 
Instrumental Musiic: Trillick (Galbally) 
Novelty Act:  Eglish  (Aireagal l Chiaráin) 
Question Time: Trillick (Aireagal Chiaráin) 
Recitation:  Alana Hughes - Donaghmore (Katrina O’Hagan – Moortown) 
Ballad group:  Killeeshil  (Loughmacrory) 
Set dancing:  Omagh   (Killyclogher) 
 
Ulster and beyond 
After the Christmas break our eight worthy winners took part in the Ulster semi-final 
in  Eglish where all advanced to the Ulster final  in Strabane, a unique achievement.  
In that final where the Sigersons as hosts won deserved praise from all, Tír Eoghain 
emerged with three winners, An Ómaigh in Céilí Dancing and Trí Liag in Ceol Uirlise 
and Tráth na g-Ceisteanna, the latter with a notable perfect score of sixty.  The 
efforts of our young participants contributed immensely to the winning of the Patsy 
Nugent Perpetual Trophy by Tír Eoghain.  This award is presented annually to the 
most successful county in Ulster Scór. 
 

Committee members in Scór na n-Óg 2001 were: Eamon Campbell,  Séamus 
Kilpatrick,  Cormac McAleer,  Pat McCartan,  Anna McCaughey, Michael 
McCaughey, Dermot McCaughey. 
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Coiste Oiliúna & Forbartha na gCluichí  
 

Cathaoirleach: Toirealach Mac Cana   

 
CCoommmmiitttteeee  MMeemmbbeerrss  

TTeerrrryy  MMcc  CCaannnn      ((CCaatthhaaooiirrlleeaacchh)),,  BBeerrnniiee  MMcc  GGiirrrr    ((RRuunnaaii)),,  Eugene Mc Connell (Youth 
Officer), George Byrne (Hurling Representative), Peter Kerr (Hurling Representative), 
Stephen Rice (Vocational Schools), Liam Grugan (Cumann Na mBunscoil). 
 
Work programme 
The Coaching and Games Development Committee met regularly during the first 
quarter to address the issues in the outline plan enclosed.  Each month the chairman  
presented a report to both the County Management Committee and the County 
Committee.  In addition the Committee was represented at the Ulster Coaching 
Committee meetings in Monaghan.   
 
Key Objectives 
1. To organise a schools coaching programme which would best utilise our 2 

G.P.Os. 
2. To organise mini-games at half-time in National League games /Senior county 

Final where the participants will be primary school children who have excelled 
during their block of coaching or during the summer camps. 

3. To communicate with school teachers about their plans, aspirations, teams etc 
and to ascertain if it is possible to provide coaching awards for them during 
exceptional closures. 

4. To recognise the great work being done in our 2nd level schools/colleges by 
teachers and technicians. 

5. To improve liaison between clubs and schools. 
6. To organise an in-service course for the G.P.Os with the Language Officer to 

enable them to give simple instructions in Irish to pupils when visiting 
schools/summer camps. 

7. To organize Foundation courses in football and hurling as required. 
8. To run a refresher course with particular emphasis on stamina at the beginning 

of the season. 
9. To run two Level 1-football courses in March and October with the possibility of 

making one a residential course. 
10. To furnish clubs/schools with the new coaching CD-ROM as they are made  

 available.* 
11.  To organise foundation courses in football/hurling in secondary schools for Post 

16 schools. 
12. To assist the G.P.Os in the delivery of foundation courses. 
13. To assist coaches still practicing who have not yet receive their coaching 

certificates to do so. 
14. To organise coaching for all club Og Sport teams for a five week period.  The 

experienced coach should be from another club. 
15. To identify clubs that has few qualified coaches and then provide advice and 

support to them and a Foundation course in their club if required. 
16. To liase with the Youth Officer's committee to organise a number of U10 blitzes 

throughout the county with the emphasis is on enjoyment and participation. 
17. To promote summer camps in schools and clubs and increase the number of 

venues and participants whilst not diluting the high standards of previous 
years.(18 venues approx. 1000chd.) 

18. To encourage more inter-county minor and senior footballers to coach at the 
summer camps and to reintroduce the skills competitions also. 
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19. To establish U15's and U16 Development Squads in Football and Hurling to 
participate in the Buncrana Cup and Youth games. 

20. To arrange for the U15 Development Hurling Squad to attend the Joe Cooney 
Summer School. 

21. To organise two 10-week coaching programmes for primary school children in the 
Omagh Area in conjunction with the Safe Grounds scheme as outlined by the 
SCNI. 

22. To liase with the H.D.C to organise hurling coaching in 3 urban areas where there 
are no existing hurling teams. 

23. To promote Gaelic games and the success of the county teams during 2001 by 
organising an exhibition game and a tour of the primary schools for the 
silverware. 

 
*Not yet achieved due to a delay in Croke Park. 
 
 
 

Coiste na nÓg   
 
Cathaoirleach: Eoghan Mac Dhonaill 
 
As the Chairperson of The County Youth Sub-Committee, I wish to formally record 
my thanks to the five members of the Committee Mary Daly (Moy); Ciaran 
McLaughlin (Strabane) Matt Tracey (Kildress); Ciaran Key's (Omagh) and Dermy 
McCann (Errigal Ciaran), for their tireless commitment and dedication to their work 
on the sub-committee. 
 
All of them provided great support and guidance to me during the year. The sub-
committee met together on 12 occasions during the year. 
At the outset, the Committee sat down to look at the general state of affairs at Youth 
level throughout the County.  It began by assembling together all the GAA Clubs in 
the County and through discussions; workshops and two Youth Seminars the 
Committee managed to get a flavour of what exactly the Clubs views were, on certain 
problems and areas of concern relating to Youth Football and its structures. 
 
The sub-committee followed this up by issuing a Questionnaire to all Clubs; asking 
some frank views on what exactly the Clubs felt should be done to raise the profile of 
the Youth.This exercise proved a great success, with the majority of Clubs taking 
time to complete and return the questionnaire. 
 
The information already at hand plus all the additional views and opinions were 
collated and presented as recommendations to the Clubs at the County Youth 
Convention.The sub-committee also played their part in producing an up to date 
information leaflet for all Club Youth Officers on the roles and responsibilities of a 
Youth Officer.  Added to this contacts were set up in every Club, where a person was 
identified as the main spokesperson stroke youth officer who would fulfil the role of 
Club Youth Officer. 
 
The Sub-Committee were instrumental in introducing the very successful All County 
U.10 Blitz programme of games.  Four of these blitzes were held, culminating in a 
grand finale day on Saturday 1st September.  This concept of non competitive games 
was well received by all the Clubs who took part. 
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The Committee also lent their support to the co-ordination and running of the U.15 
Og Sport Competition and once again the response from the Clubs on the better 
overall organisation was very positive.  So all in All The Youth Sub Committee were 
kept busy throughout the year and I personally feel that The Youth sub-committee 
have so much to offer.  There is so much potential there, that must be utilised.  This 
ultimately can only be good for the Association in the long term. 
 
The culmination of the years work concluded with the hosting of one of the most 
successful Youth Conventions ever held in Tyrone.  The organisation and input on 
the day went down very well and everyone involved went away from the Convention 
in a very positive and buoyant mood. 
 

Oifigeach na nOg (Report 2001) 
 
As Tyrone County Youth Officer I wish to firstly to congratulate the magnificent 
achievement made by the double winning all Ireland champions at both u.21 and 
u.18 level. This success was a tremendous boost to Youth Football within the 
County.  I commend the dedication and commitment shown by both the Management 
and Players in bringing both titles to Tyrone. 
 
However as I said in my address to The County Youth Convention; I warned of 
Complacency!    We must not get carried away with thinking everything is rosy in the 
garden as long as we keep winning All Ireland titles. 
 
There is still quite a number of problems associated with the organisation and 
structures related to Youth Football within our County.  Yes there are many genuine 
and committed Gaels throughout our County who are doing their utmost in the 
promotion and coaching of our young stars of the future.  Great strides are being 
made by many clubs in the area of club coaching, however on closer analysis's of 
this there is still major gaps in the development of our youth players throughout the 
County. 
 
Sadly there is still too much emphasis placed on winning of competitions at youth 
level particularly in the age group u.12 and U.14.  We must realise that the emphasis 
should be more on the playing of our games followed by the Development of The 
Skills of the game.   Enjoyment must be the main purpose of Youth football at this 
level, followed by player development. 
 
Once again I return to the issue of "Promotion of our Youth" games".  Last year the 
previous County Youth Officer touched on the same subject.  We must be honest we 
are not doing enough to raise the profile of our Youth.  Both at County level and Club 
level we pay sparse attention to issue of promoting our Youth Games.   
 
We must all take responsibility we have all a part to play!    Our Youth deserve better 
attention and respect.  We must be prepared to give them an equal share of the 
publicity and promotion of their games.  They fully deserve equal recognition.  I wish 
to complement my fellow County Management Colleague Terry McCann on the 
introduction of the mini-games series during our County Senior games in the National 
League plus County Final day.  This has proved a most successful venture, and one I 
sincerely hope will continue. 
 
On the domestic scene I feel it is time we looked seriously at providing more games 
for our youth, we must not see this as a burden seven or possibly eight games for 
Teams per year is simply not enough.  Our young players are turning to many other 
sports.   Our Youth want to play Gaelic Games, and we have an obligation to provide 
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them with meaningful competitions.  The popularity of Gaelic Games is at an all time 
high.  More and more young people are wanting to play our games.  We must 
capitalise on this enthusiasm.  If we don't, we stand a major threat in that we could 
lose them to other codes. 
 
In conclusion I wish to thank all the youth officers of our clubs.  The team managers 
and all those directly involved in catering for our Youth.  You are 
doing a tremendous job and it can not be emphasised enough how vital this role is.  
The contribution you make in the development of our youth ensures the survival of 
our great association.  To all the various teams both at club, schools and county level 
who recorded success, I congratulate them.  However I wish also to mention all those 
teams who may not have won any major successes, your contribution was equally as 
important. 
 
I would appeal to all Clubs, to lend what ever assistance they can to their local 
schools both Primary and Secondary.  The teachers are mostly trying their best, but 
any help they can get from the Clubs will ensure the proper induction of our young 
talent and thus maintain their interest in Gaelic Games. 
 
 
 

Coiste Chaidreamh Poiblí & Margaíochta  
 
Cathaoirleach:  S Ó Treasaigh 
 

The Marketing Committee met formally 18 times during the past year and organised 
two major events.  Our main areas of work during that time can be summarised as 
follows: 
 

 ongoing management of the Millennium Initiative 

 securing of sponsorship for the GAA in Tyrone 

 running of the Tyrone GAA Gala Dinner 

 production of “Tyrone GAA-branded” documentation. 
 
The Committee also liaised with Charlie Monaghan regarding the annual Tyrone 
GAA Golf Classic. 
 
The position/achievements in terms of each of the Committee’s core areas of work 
are as follows: 

 

 Millennium Initiative:  launched in 1995 as a five year fund-raising 
programme the Initiative is now drawing to a close having raised some 
£430,000 to date.  Because this money is available to the County Committee 
the GAA in Tyrone is in the happy position of being able to capitalise on some 
£200,000 of government grants for the building of a County Stand in Omagh.  
In early July we brought around 100 Millennium Subscribers to a function in 
Cookstown where we updated them on progress with both the Initiative and 
the GAA in Tyrone generally.  Our feedback from that event has been very 
positive 

 

 Sponsorship:  a new three year sponsorship arrangement for Tyrone’s 

County teams was finalised early in the year with the construction company 

W. J. Dolan.  Depending on the success of Tyrone’s teams the arrangement 
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will generate between £20,000 and £30,000 a year for Tyrone.  In 2001 the 
Association in Tyrone benefitted to the extent of £24,000 
At the time of writing the Committee is also close to finalising a 

  significant sponsorship of the Tyrone Senior Football Championship. 
 

 Tyrone Gala Dinner:  run for the first time in February 2001 this was one of 
the highlights of an exceptional GAA year in Tyrone.  The event raised a total 
of £50,000 after all costs were met 

 

 Tyrone GAA Branded Documentation: new Tyrone County Committee 
letterheads; report covers; and document folders are now in place. 

 
As  we move into 2002 the Committee’s focus is on the development of a “planned 
giving” project that will replace the Millennium Initiative.  This new project is called 
Club Tyrone and asks people to enter into an open-ended financial commitment to 
the GAA in Tyrone.  Currently 24 individuals/companies – and one GAA club – have 
formally “signed up” to Club Tyrone. 

 

Our target is a membership of 100 generating £50,000 pa for the development of the 
GAA in Tyrone. 
 
I would like to close by thanking all those who have contributed to our various 
projects and initiatives this year.   Apart from the Millennium Initiative, people with the 
well-being of the GAA in Tyrone at heart contributed some £75,000 through the 
Marketing Committee this year.  We are all indebted to those people.    
 
Finally I would like to record my appreciation of my fellow Committee members:  their 
names are listed below as are those members of a wider working group who have 
helped with the Gala Dinner and Club Tyrone. 
 
MEMBERS 
Pat Blee, Adrian Colton, Mark Conway, Jackie Duffy, Patsy Forbes, Brendan Harkin,  Patrick 
Harte, Eamon Laverty, Hugh McAleer, Bernie McGirr, Shay McKeown, John Mulgrew. 

 

 
 
 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí 
 
Cathaoirleach: Peadar Ó Cinneide 

 
Senior Championship - 2001 
Date  Venue  Match      Score              Referee 
Round 1 
Fri 4th May Dungannon Eglish v Coalisland     0-06:2-04  J Kerlin 
Sat 5th May Pomeroy Edendork v Omagh     1-11:1-07 T O’Kane 
  Pomeroy Donaghmore v Brackaville  0-13:0-05 S McNamee  
Sun 6th May Carrickmore Kildress v Gortin      2-11:0-10 S Harvey 
  Carrickmore Clonoe v Beragh     4-12:0-08 A Richardson 
  Omagh Trillick v Strabane     1-12:2-05 M McGuigan 
  Omagh Dromore v Clann na nGael 1-09:0-12   D O’Neill 
Sat 2nd June Augher  Aghyaran v Ardboe     1-09:0-12 M Mohan  
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Replays 
Sat 2nd  June  Augher  Dromore v Clann na nGael 1-10:0-12 K Kelly 
  Augher  Aghyaran v Ardboe  1-05:1-13 M Hughes 
 
Round 2  
Fri 25th May Carrickmore Donaghmore v Trillick         2-12:0-10    K Kelly 
  Dungannon Killyclogher v Coalisland    3-09:1-08    P O’Neill 
  Dungannon Carrickmore v Moortown  1-08:1-07    E McConnell 
Sun 3rd June Coalisland Moy v Cookstown         1-10:0-06    S Quinn 

Pomeroy Clonoe v Loughmacrory     1-07:0-10    M Hughes 
Pomeroy Errigal Ciaran v Kildress     1-14:1-08   M Sludden 

Fr 22nd June Dunmoyle Dromore v Edendork          0-12:0-13    M Kolbohm 
  Dunmoyle Ardboe v Galbally         3-19:1-07    M Taggart 
 
Date  Venue  Match    Score   Referee 
Replay 
Sat 23rd June Donaghmore Clonoe v Loughmacrory     0-11:0-08         S McNamee 
 
Round 3 
Fri 13th July Dungannon Killyclogher v Edendork 0-09:1-09 D O’Neill 

Dungannon Errigal Ciaran v Ardboe 1-14:0-09 J Kerlin 
 
Sun 15th July Eglish  Donaghmore v Moy   0-16:0-12 K Kelly 
  Pomeroy Carrickmore v Clonoe  4-09:0-09 M Taggart 
 
Semifinals 
Sun 12th Aug Pomeroy Carrickmore v Edendork 1-09:1-08 M 
Kolbohm 
Sun 19th Aug Carrickmore Errigal Ciaran v Donaghmore 1-15:0-10 M Sludden 
 
Final 
Sun 16th Sept Omagh Errigal Ciaran v Carrickmore  0-09:1-07 D O’Neill
  
  
Intermediate Championship – 2001 
 
Date  Venue  Match    Score         Referee 
Round 1 
Fri 25th May Carrickmore Greencastle v Rock  1-09:2-05 G McCann 
Sun 3rd June Coalisland Derrylaughan v Killeeshil 1-12:0-11 J Coney 
  Omagh Drumquin v Stewartstown 2-09:0-09 M Mohan 

Omagh E.R. Uí Néill v Dungannon  2-05:4-13 J Devlin 
Fri 8th June Fintona Pomeroy v Tattyreagh 2-08:1-09 B McGinley 

  Fintona Clogher v Urney  1-10:0-12 P Davidson 

Sun 10th June Clogher Augher v Fintona  1-08:0-12 D Dorman 
  Clogher Aghaloo v Killyman  0-11:2-08 B Gallagher 

 
Round 2 
Sun 15th July Eglish  Dungannon v Killyman 2-16:0-09 S McNamee 

  Pomeroy Greencastle v Fintona  0-09:0-11 P Davidson 

Sun 22nd July Carrickmore Drumquin v Clogher   0-10:1-08 S Quinn 
  Carrickmore Derrylaughan v Pomeroy  0-13:1-10 M McGuigan 
Replay 
Fri 27th July Coalisland  Derrylaughan v Pomeroy 0-07:2-03 P O’Neill 
 
Semifinals 
Sun 19th Aug Omagh Clogher v Fintona  0-09:0-14 K Kelly 
  Carrickmore Dungannon v Pomeroy 1-14:1-12 P Davidson 
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Final 
Sun 2nd Sept  Omagh Dungannon v Fintona 0-12:0-11 J Kerlin 
 
 
Junior Championship – 2001 
 
Date  Venue  Match    Score         Referee 
Round 1 
Sun 24th June Strabane Castlederg v Dregish  1-04:0-07     E McConnell 

  Strabane Drumragh v Newtownstewart 0-06:0-10     A McKenna 
  Galbally Brockagh v Glenelly  0-12:0-07     E McConnell 
  Galbally Derrytresk v Eskra  0-06:1-12     J McDaid 
Replay 
Fri 29th June Strabane Castlederg v Dregish  1-06:1-07      A Richardson 

 
Semifinals 
Sun 12th Aug Pomeroy Newtownstewart v Brockagh 2-05:1-03      A Richardson 

Sun 19th Aug Omagh Eskra v Dregish  0-08:1-07 J Coney 
 
Final 
Sun 2nd Sept  Omagh Newtownstewart v Dregish 1-09:2-07 S Quinn 
 
 
 
Hurling Championship 
Round 1  
Shamrocks 2-15 Naomh Colmcille 0-06 
Omagh 0-05 Killyclogher      0-07 
 
Round 2  
Killyclogher 0-07 Shamrocks       2-14  
Omagh 4-03 Naomh Colmcille  1-03 
 
Round 3 
Shamrocks  3-13 Omagh 0-03 
Naomh Colmcille   w/o Killyclogher d/f 
 
County Final 
Sun 12th Aug Omagh Dungannon 1-09   Carrickmore 0-07 

 
 
 
Ulster Championships 
Football 
Sun 7th Sept Omagh Carrickmore 0-09 Mayobridge 0-10 
 
Hurling 
Sun 2nd Sept  Dungannon Dungannon 1-14 Castleblayney 1-04 
Sun 16th Sept  Cavan  Dungannon 1-15 Mullahoran 0-09 
Sun30th Sept  Ballinascreen Dungannon 0-08 Burt   2-05 
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Reserve Knock-Out Competition 
 
 
Division 1 

Round 1       Round 2   
Beragh   1-06 Clonoe   2-15 Trillick       3-08    Donaghmore     1-05 

Donaghmore 3-07 Brackaville  0-11 Omagh     0-12   Dromore      0-11 
Gortin   1-10 Kildress  4-10 Coalisland  1-06   Killyclogher        2-06 
Aghyaran  1-11 Ardboe  0-16  Carrickmore 0-11  Moortown     2-01 
Edendork  1-08 Omagh   3-11 Moy        1-07   Cookstown         0-09 
Dromore  1-14 Clann na nGael 0-08 Ardboe       0-09   Galbally             1-09  
Trillick  w / o Strabane  d / f Loughmacriry 0-11Clonoe              4-06 
Eglish   2-10  Coalisland  1-16 Kildress         0-11  Errigal Ciaran   0-16 
 

Round 3     Semifinals 
Killyclogher  2-11  Carrickmore 2-15  Clonoe        w/o        Moy     d / f 
Trillick  0-12 Omagh  0-11  Carrickmore 1-08      Trillick  0-06 
Clonoe  1-09 Errigal Ciaran  0-09 

Moy  3-04 Galbally  1-09   Final  
       Carrickmore   2-09     Clonoe 1-09 
 
 
Reserve Knock-Out Competition 
 

Division 2     Division 3 

 

Round 1    Round 1  
Killyman 2-08 Aghaloo           0-11 Dregish  0-10 Castlederg  2-09 
E.R. Uí Néill 1-07 Dungannon     0-18 Glenelly 0-08 Brockagh    1-10 
Augher   3-08 Fintona            2-09 Eskra  0-08 Derrytresk   1-10 
Stewartstown 0-13 Drumquin        1-08 N’townstewart 1-10 Drumragh    1-07 
Pomeroy 9-13 Tattyreagh       0-10  
Urney   1-11 Clogher           0-10 Semifinals 
Greencastle 1-06 Rock            0-10 Derrytresk 0-04 N’townstewart 1-08 
Derrylaughan  0-06 Killeeshil          2-12 Castlederg 0-09 Brockagh         0-06 
 

Round 2   Final 
Killyman 2-07 Dungannon      3-13 Castlederg 0-10 N’townstewart  0-08 
Augher   1-07 Stewartstown   0-13 
Pomeroy 3-11 Urney            1-08    
Rock  1-08 Killeeshil   1-15 
 
Semifinals 
Dungannon      2-06 Stewartstown 1-07   
Pomeroy 1-06 Killeeshil   5-09 
 

Final     
Dungannon    0-16 Killeeshil 1-10   
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League Tables (Phase 1)  

Division 1A P W D L Pts  Division 2 P W D L Pts 

Carrickmore 15 12 1 2 25  Derrylaughan 15 11 3 1 25 
Ardboe 15 8 3 4 19  Dungannon 15 11 1 3 23 
Donaghmore 15 9 1 5 19  Fintona 15 10 1 4 21 
Moy  15 8 2 5 18  Pomeroy 15 10 0 5 20 
Kildress 15 8 2 5 18  Tattyreagh 15 8 0 7 16 
Killyclogher 15 8 2 5 18  Aghaloo 15 8 0 7 16 
Galbally 15 9 0 6 18  Clogher 15 8 0 7 16 
Aghyaran 15 8 1 6 17  Drumquin 15 6 4 5 16 
Moortown 15 6 3 6 15  Rock 15 7 2 6 16 
Clonoe 15 7 1 7 15  E.R. Uí Néill 15 6 2 7 14 
Errigal Ciaran 15 6 2 7 14  Killeeshil 15 6 1 8 13 
Trillick 15 5 1 9 11  Urney 15 5 2 8 12 
Cookstown 15 4 1 10 9  Augher 15 4 2 9 10 
Eglish 15 4 1 10 9  Stewartstown 15 4 2 9 10 
Clann na nGael 15 3 2 10 8  Greencastle 15 4 2 9 10 
Coalisland 15 3 1 11 7  Killyman 15 1 0 14 2 

 

Division 1B P W D L Pts  Division 3 P W D L Pts 

Dromore 14 11 0 3 22  Eskra 14 14 0 0 28 
Edendork 14 9 2 3 20  Dregish 14 9 1 4 19 
Loughmacrory 14 8 1 5 17  Drumragh 14 9 1 3 19 
Strabane 14 7 1 6 15  N’townstewart 14 8 1 5 17 
Gortin 14 4 4 6 12  Glenelly 14 3 3 8 9 
Omagh 14 5 1 8 11  Castlederg 14 4 0 10 8 
Brackaville 14 4 3 7 11  Derrytresk 14 4 0 10 8 
Beragh 14 2 0 12 4  Brockagh 14 1 2 11 4 

 

Reserve League Tables - 2001 
Division 1A P W D L Pts  Division 2 P W D L Pts 

Carrickmore 15 14 0 1 28  Fintona 15 14 0 1 28 
Clonoe 15 14 0 1 28  Dungannon 15 12 2 1 26 
Killyclogher 15 9 2 4 20  Derrylaughan 14 8 2 4 18 
Errigal Ciaran 15 9 1 5 19  Killeeshil 15 9 0 6 18 
Kildress 14 8 1 5 17  Aghaloo 15 8 1 6 17 
Galbally 15 7 1 7 15  Greencastle 14 6 2 6 14 
Moortown 15 7 1 7 15  Rock 14 7 0 7 14 
Trillick 13 7 1 5 15  Clogher 15 6 1 8 13 
Ardboe 15 6 1 8 13  Stewartstown 14 6 1 7 13 
Donaghmore 14 4 2 8 10  Augher 14 6 0 8 12 
Cookstown 14 4 1 9  9  Pomeroy 13 6 0 7 12 
Clann na nGael 13 4 0 9  8  Tattyreagh 14 6 0 8 12 
Aghyaran 11 2 1  8 5  Drumquin 15 5 0 10 10 
Coalisland 15 2 1 12 5  E.R. Uí Néill 14 4 1 9 9 
Eglish 15 2 1 12 5  Killyman 14 3 1 10 7 
                      Urney 15 3 1 11 7 

 
 

Division 1B P W D L Pts  Division 3 P W D L Pts 

Edendork 14 12 0 2 24  N’townstewart 10 7 1 2 15 
Dromore 14 12 0 2 24  Drumragh 10 5 3 2 13 
Gortin 14 8 0 6 16  Castlederg 10 5 1 4 11 
Loughmacrory 14 7 2 5 16  Eskra 10 5 1 4 11 
Omagh 14 4 2 8 10  Dregish 10 4 0 6 8 
Beragh 14 4 0 10 8  Glenelly 10 1 0 9 2 
Strabane 14 4 0 10 8        
Brackaville 14 2 0 12 4        
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Grúpa Oibre Comhfhreagrais 
 
Breandán Ó hEarcáin  (O.C.P.) 
 

The work of the Communications Committee fell into two main categories – 
Publications and Promotional Materials. There is no clear demarcation line, however, 
as publications serve to promote the Association and, equally, promotional materials 
can often take the form of a publication! 
 

Publications 

Irisleabhar Thír Eoghain, the Tyrone G.A.A. Annual published in December covered 
the year 2000 and was on sale over the Christmas period and into the New Year. In 
terms of content, design, and general layout we feel that it enhanced the image of the 
Association. Sales above the usual quotas taken by Clubs were disappointing. 
We produced a booklet which embraced both relevant information on Clubs and the 
various Committees within Tír Eoghain as well as the full range of fixtures. From 
useful comments by Club representatives on Coiste an Chontae it would now be 
expedient to include Postal Codes. We also believe that those who provide us with 
addresses should strive to include Townland Names. We strongly support the 
campaign to preserve townland names.  
In conjunction with the IT Work Group email addresses could also be published.  
Fixture lists are only meaningful when they can be adhered to!    
 

Programmes 

Our only major inter-county programme was for Tír Eoghain v Dún na nGall. We 
were pleased with the quality and it sold out. This was the only home game played in 
the NFL due to the curtailment of our participation in the National Leagues because 
of Foot and Mouth outbreaks. 
For our Club championship games we produced programmes for the Junior, 
Intermediate and Senior football semifinals and finals and for the Senior hurling final. 
The participating Clubs co-operated to make the publications possible. Sales for the 
semifinals were fairly low but there was a good demand for the final Programmes. 
We believe that programmes at the semifinals enhance the presentation of our 
games.  
The Youth Officer worked tirelessly with the G.A.C. to produce programmes for the 
wide range of finals at all grades and at all age levels for the Youth Competitions. 
 

Promotional Materials 

We produced a special Menu / Brochure and a Banner to mark the honouring of 
Tyrone’s All-Stars at a Gala Banquet. 
On County Football Final Day we also used Banners to highlight the achievement of 
the champions of 25 years ago and also for the special Exhibition Games involving 
players selected from the Summer Camps. 
The Press Night / Open Night for our All-Ireland Minors involved the issuing of 
Invitations and the production of an Information Brochure. 
Posters were distributed throughout the County to highlight our appearances in the 
All-Ireland Minor replay and the All-Ireland U-21 Final and to encourage support for 
the teams. We also used posters to attract support for the Exhibition Charity Game 
involving our two All-Ireland winning teams. Posters were distributed to the 
supporters, especially the children, on the night of the game. 
Special commemorative poster highlighting our success at Senior, U-21 and Minor 
were produced for the County dinner, the schools and for the Summer Camps 2001. 
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Buíochas 

A big thank you to all who assisted by providing information and by helping with 
distribution and sales; to our advertisers and sponsors; to those who helped with 
design and production, especially All Star Print, Creative Media and Sign Rite. We 
appreciate the assistance given by Séamas Uas Mac Giolla Phádraig.     
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NA RÚIN 

 (Motions) 

 
 
 
1. That County Bye-law 3.1 (2001) be amended to read, 

‘Management Committee (7 Members) 
To be responsible, subject to the overall jurisdiction of the County Committee, for  
the day to day management of the affairs of the Association, including finance, 
between meetings of the County Committee. 
To consist of the following officers elected at the County Convention: 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer 
and in addition the Central Council Representative and one Ulster 
Council Representative.’ 

(Coiste an Chontae)  

 
2. As per Tyrone Bye-law 16 (2001) an amendment should be made to Tyrone Bye- 

law 3.2 (2001) and thus should read, 
‘Management Committee (10 Members) 
To be responsible, subject to the overall jurisdiction of the County Committee, for 
the day to day management of the affairs of the Association, including finance, 
between meetings of the County Committee. 
To consist of the following officers elected at the County Convention: Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, County Youth Officer, County Coaching 
Officer, Development Officer, County PRO, Ulster Council  Rep (1).’ 

(Clochar) 

 
3.  Amend County Bye-law 3.2 (2001) to read,  
    ‘Games Administration Committee (11 members) 
     To be responsible for all fixtures and disciplinary matters arising from games. 
     To consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, an Adult Fixtures    
     Secretary, a Hurling Fixtures Secretary (responsible for both adult and youth),  
     a Youth Fixtures Secretary, an Assistant Youth Fixtures Secretary, a  
     Disciplinary Secretary, 2 Assistant Secretaries for referees’ appointments and  
     the Referees’ Administrator.’ 

(Eiscreach) 

 

4. As per Tyrone Bye-law 16 (2001) an amendment should be made to  
Tyrone Bye-law 3.2 (2001) and that the role of Youth Fixtures Secretary be  
deleted from the make up of the membership of ‘Games Administration 
Committee’ and thus the Bye-law should now read, 
‘Games Administration Committee (8 members) 
To be responsible for all arrangements, for the control of, and any matters arising 
from games under their jurisdiction plus any Disciplinary matters arising from 
games; the exception being Youth Fixtures. 
To consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, an Adult Fixtures 
Secretary, a Disciplinary Secretary, 2 Assistant Secretaries for referees’ 
appointments and the Referees’ Administrator.’ 

(Clochar) 
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5. As per Tyrone Bye-law 16 (2001) an amendment should be made to Tyrone Bye- 
law 3.7 (2001) and thus should now read, 
‘Youth Committee  (6 Members) 
To be responsible for the initiation and co-ordination of all youth activities. 
Including Fixtures, grading, results and publicity profile of all youth affairs. 
To consist of a Chairman (the Youth Officer for the County), 2 Youth Fixtures 
Secretaries and 3 other members.’ 

(Clochar) 

 

6. As per Tyrone Bye-law 16 (2001) an additional Bye-law should be  
introduced and thus read,  
‘That when the County Youth Convention is held every two years, it should be 
recommended, that in line with the County Convention, no fixtures be made to 
clash with the event on the day the Youth Convention is held.’  

 
(Clochar) 

 
 
 
 
 

NA MOLTAÍ 
(Recommendations) 

 
 
Hurling 

1. That Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain enter a Tyrone minor hurling team into the 
2004 Ulster Minor Hurling Championship and take such steps as are necessary 

to preparing for entry to said competition from 2002.     
 (Dún Geanainn) 

 
2. That Monday nights be reserved for hurling fixtures only.        
 

(An Charraig Mhór) 
 
3. That a double round of matches be played in the Senior Hurling League – home 

and away.                (An Charraig Mhór) 
 
4. That Coiste Thír Eoghain direct its sub-committee, Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí 

to change the Tyrone senior hurling league to a two-round competition with a 
possible play-off competition to increase the number of games.   

            (Dún Geanainn) 
 
5. That the Chairman / nominated member of the Hurling Development Committee 

sit on the Management Committee of Coiste Thír Eoghain.   
(An Charraig Mhór) 

 
6. That Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain consider the addition or co-option of a  

hurling development officer to Coiste an Chontae.       
(Dún Geanainn) 
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7. That any new Hurling Club trying to establish itself be exempt from paying 

Affiliation Fees for a period of at least three years.                
(An Charraig Mhór) 

 
8. That Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain supply the initial kit for any new Hurling Club 

which is setting up.             
 (An Charraig Mhór) 

9. That where possible neutral linesmen and umpires officiate at the senior hurling 
league final.  

        (Dún Geanainn) 
 
Fixtures 
 

10. That there be a fixed Holiday Period of two weeks in Tyrone for both ends of the 
county respectively, i.e. all adult and youth fixtures off in both football and hurling.
         (An Srath Bán) 

 
11.  That no fixtures be fixed at youth level when the Development Squads are due to 

play.           
 (An Srath Bán) 

 
12. That when Championship games are played as ‘double headers’ on a week 

evening consideration be given to the rank order of the games, taking into 
account both the timing and the distances.                 

(Coill an Chlochair) 
 
13. When draws are being made for all championship fixtures, a representative from 

competing clubs should be present.                  
 (Domhnach Mór) 

 
14. That an alternative style of championship be introduced for the adult grades with 

an entry system modified to take account of the halting of promotion and 
relegation via the leagues.     

 (Bearach) 
 

General 
 

15. That while acknowledging the positive proposals from the Fixtures’ Work Group 
and the Competitions Work Group with regards to ensuring a regular programme 
of games for Clubs, an C.L.G. should actively promote the principle that County 
players be given the opportunity to play in club league and championship games 
on a regular basis. .    

(Coill an Chlochair) 
 

16. That Tyrone County Board support in principle educational or IT projects set up in 
conjunction with the Clubs. Primarily for the youth and those from disadvantaged 
areas.         (An Srath Bán) 

 
17.  That an C.L.G. discontinue the Compromise Rules Series.         
 

(Coill an Chlochair) 
 
18. That the GAC strive to establish a line of communication with Youth Officers with 

regards to the ongoing running of the various competitions at Youth level.     
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(Coill an Chlochair) 
 

19. That as far as possible membership of subcommittees and work groups be drawn 
from membership of the County Committee.                    (Coill an Chlochair) 

 
20. That this Convention either support wholeheartedly or reject the current U-15 and  

U-16 Development Squads.        (An Srath Bán) 
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AINMNIÚCHAIN 
(Nominations) 

 
 
 
Cathaoirleach: Jim Curran (Ard Bó), Brendan Harkin (Coill an Chlochair), Liam Nelis 
(Eadan na dTorc), James Treacy (Cluain Eo).  
 
Leas-Cathaoirleach: Pat Darcy (An Taite Riabhach), Cuthbert Donnelly (Achadh 
Lú), Tony Fawl (Na Seamroga), Brendan Harkin, Peter Kennedy (Doire Locháin), 
Eugene McConnell (Clochar), Liam Nelis (outgoing).  
 
Rúnaí: Dominic McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing) 
 
Rúnaí Cúnta: Frank Campbell (Cabhán a’Chaortainn) (outgoing), Bernie McGirr 
(Eochar) 
 
Cisteoir: Cuthbert Donnelly, Paul Doris (Dún Geanainn), Tony Fawl, Hugh McAleer 
(Bearach), Seamus McDonald (Coill an Chlochair) (outgoing), Ciaran McKenna 
(Clochar), 
 
Cisteoir Cúnta: Cuthbert Donnelly, Paul Doris, Tony Fawl, Peter Kennedy, Hugh 
McAleer, Seamus McDonald, Ciaran McKenna  
 
Ball Árd Chomhairle: James Treacy (outgoing) 
 
Baill Chomhairle Uladh: Jim Curran (outgoing), Cuthbert Donnelly, Paul Doris 
(outgoing), Aidan Harkin (An Srath Ban), Pat McCartan (Bearach),  Frank Rodgers 
(Bearach), James Treacy  
 
Oifigeach Forbartha: Aidan Harkin, Dermot McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing), Liam 
Nelis, Matt Treacy (Cill Dreasa) 
 
Oifigeach na nÓg: Ciaran Keyes (An Omaigh), Enda Kilpatrick (Cabhán 
a’Chaortainn), Eugene McConnell (outgoing)  
 
Oifigeach Cultúr & Teanga: Seamus Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), (outgoing)  
 
Oifigeach Oiliúna: Terry McCann (Coill an Chlochair) (outgoing)   
 
Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí: Kevin Coyle (An Chraobh), Pat Darcy, Aidan Harkin, 
Brendan Harkin, (Coill an Chlochair) (outgoing), Frank Rodgers, James Treacy  
 
U-21 Delegate: Joe McCann (Achadh Lú), James Rodgers (Bearach), Brian 
McGeary (Bruach Áille), Aidan McCrossan (E. R. Uí Néill) 
 
Baill an Choiste: Conor Russell (Achadh Lú), Patrick Leonard (Ard Bó), Gerry 
Donnelly (Bearach), Pearse Kelly (Bruach Áille), Seamus Kearney (Clann na nGael), 
Sean McElroy (Clochar), Malachy Fitzgerald (Doire Treasc), Patsy Gallagher 
(Domhnach Mór), Paul McCaffrey (An Droim Mór), Aidan Currie (Eadan na dTorc), 
Brian Hackett (Eiscreach), Noel McGeary (Gallbhaile), Gabriel Treanor (An Goirtín), 
Donal Magee (Coill an Chlochair), Michael Kavanagh (An Mhaigh), Aodhán Ó 
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hEarcáin (An Srath Bán), Pat Darcy (An Taite Riabhach), Peter Kerr (An Charraig 
Mhór), Dan Morgan (Dún Geanainn), Ciaran Keyes (An Omaigh), Anthony Connolly 
(Coill an Chlochair).    
 
 

 

 

County Intermediate Football Champions  - Dungannon Clarke’s 
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Appendix 1 
 

SUB-COMMITTEES - 2001  

 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí  (9) 
 
Peter Kennedy    (Doire Locháin)  (Chairman)  
Liam Nelis          (Éadán na dTorc)  (Vice-Chairman) 
Michael Kerr       (An Charraig Mhór)  (Secretary) 
Brian Hackett      (Eiscreach)   (Adult Fixtures) 
John Gill             (Dún Geanainn)  (Youth Fixtures) 
Pat Darcy           (Taite Riabhach)  (Discipline) 
PJ McDermott    (An Caisleán Glas)  (Adult Referees) 
Paddy O’Brien    (Loch Mhic Ruairí)  (Youth Referees) 
Frank Campbell  (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)   (Referees’ Administrator) 

  
Coiste Oiliúna & Forbartha na gCluichí  (8) 
 
Terry McCann  (Coill an Chlochair)  (Chairman)  
Bernie McGirr  (Eochar) 
Peter Kerr  (An Charraig Mhór)  (Adult Hurling) 
George Byrne  (Naomh Colmcille)  (Youth Hurling) 
Michael Hughes  (Domhnach Mór)  (Referees) 
Eugene McConnell (Clochar)   (Youth Officer) 
Liam Grugan  (Cumann na mBúnscoilleanna) 
Stephen Rice  (Cumann na nGairmscoileanna) 

 
Coiste Cultúr  (6)      PR / Marketing  (7) 
 
Seamus Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn) (Chairman) James Treacy (Cluain Eo) (Chairman) 
Eamon Campbell  (Doire Treasc)                 Brendan Harkin (Coill an Chlochair)  
Anna McCaughey  (An Charraig Mhór)    Patsy Forbes   (Ard Bó) 
Cormac McAleer (An Charraig Mhór)    Mark Conway   (Cill Dhreasa) 
Michael McCaughey  (Trí Leac)     Hugh McAleer   (Bearach) 
Michael Duffy  (An Srath Ban)     Bernie McGirr   (Eochar) 
         Pat Blee   (Clann na nGael) 

 
Coiste na nÓg  (6)     Coiste na Réiteoirí  (7) 
 
Eugene McConnell    (Clochar) (Chairman)  Patsy Taggart (Cluain Eo) (Chairman) 

Mary Daly         (An Mhaigh)   Michael Hughes   (Domhnach Mór) 
Ciaran Keyes         (An Omaigh)   Frank Campbell  (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)    

Ciaran McLaughlin    (An Srath Ban)   PJ McDermott     (An Caisleán Glas) 
Dermot McCann        (Aireagal Chiaráin)   Johnny Dooher    (E. R. Uí Néill) 
Matt Treacy          (Cill Dreasa)   Seamus McGale  (Droim Caoin) 

Sean Ruddy    (An Charraig) 

 
Grúpa Oibre Theicneolaíocht an Eolais  (5) Grúpa Oibre Comhfhreagrais (6) 

 
Gerard Bradley  (An Goirtín) (Chairman)       Brendan Harkin  (Coill an Chlochair) C’man) 

Richard Thornton  (Oileán a’Ghuail)       Eugene McConnell (Clochar) 
Kevin Coyle  (An Chraobh)        Frank Rodgers (Bearach) 
Ciaran McLaughlin   (An Srath Ban)        Alan Rodgers (Bearach) 
Cuthbert Donnelly (Achadh Lú)        Donal McAnallen (Eaglais) 

      Kenny Curran (Loch Mhic Ruairí) 
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Grúpa Oibre Forbártha Iomána  (10)  Fo-Choiste Páirc Uí hÉilí  (6) 
 
Peter Kerr  (An Charraig Mhór)  (Chairman)  Liam Nelis (Coiste Bainistí) (C’man) 
George Byrne (Naomh Colmcille)   Seamus McDonald (Coiste Bainistí) 
Martin Boyle (Na Seamróga)    Paul Doris      (Coiste Bainistí) 
Tony Fawl  (Na Seamróga)    Brian Colton      (An Omaigh) 
Matt McDermott (An Omaigh)    Oliver Gormley      (An Omaigh) 
Pete Quinlivan (An Charraig Mhór)   Michael McCarney (An Omaigh) 
Ciaran Keyes (An Omaigh) 
Ciaran McHugh (Dún Geanainn) 
Thomas Colton  (Dún Geanainn) 
Ciaran McBride  (Coill an Chlochair) 

 
 
Coiste Forbartha  (7)         County Teams’ Sponsorship  (4) 
 
Dermot McCaughey (Trí Leac)  (Chairman)       Cuthbert Donnelly   (Achadh Lú) (C’man) 
Jim Curran   (Ard Bó)        Dominic McCaughey  (Trí Leac) 
Michael McGoldrick (Eiscreach)        Seamus McDonald (Coill an Chlochair) 
Liam Nelis  (Éadán na dTorc)       Paul Doris  (Dún Geanainn) 
Donal Magee  (Coill an Chlochair) 

Joe McCabe  (Cluain Eo)       Referees’ Administrator 

Aiden Harkin   (An Srath Ban)       Frank Campbell  (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)   

 
Grúpa Oibre Airgeadais (14) 
 
Seamus McDonald (Coill an Chlochair) (Chairman) 
Gerard Bradley (An Goirtín) 
Aiden Currie  (Éadán na dTorc) 
Aiden O’Neill   (Éadán na dTorc) 
Brian Hackett      (Eiscreach) 
Frank Campbell  (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)   
Donal Magee   (Coill an Chlochair) 
Patsy Taggart  (Cluain Eo) 
Sean McGuigan  (An Charraig Mhór) 
Ciaran McKenna  (Clochar) 
Kieran Kelly  (Cill Dreasa) 
Michael Moynagh  (Coill an Chlochair) 
Seamus Gallagher  (An Goirtín) 
Seamus Kearney (Clann na nGael) 
 

 
Liaison Officers (5) 
 
Peil Shinnsear:  Paul Doris  
Peil Faoi-21 & Faoi-18: Frank Campbell & Jim Curran 
Iomána Shinnsear:   Seamus Kilpatrick 
Iomána Faoi-21, 18, 16:  Jimmy Treacy 
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Appendix 2  
 

      County Committee  
Attendance Register - 2001 

   

MEMBER CLUB Total 

Conor Russell Achadh Lú 9 

Michael Devine Achadh Uí Arain 10 

Patrick Leonard Árd Bó 7 

Bernie McGirr Eochar 12 

Kevin Nixon Bearach 0 

Pearse Kelly Bruach Áille 13 

Colin Brady Brocach 7 

Michael Kerr An Charraig Mhór 11 

Aidan Rushe Caisleán na Deirge 8 

Seamus Kearney Clann na nGael 10 

Sean McElroy Clochar 13 

Joe McCabe Cluain Eo 13 

Jackie O’Neill Oileán a'Ghuail 0 

Pearse Kilpatrick An Chorra Chríochach 10 

Seamus McCann Doire Lochain 12 

Packie O’Neill Doire Treasc 7 

Patsy Gallagher Domhnach Mór 12 

Tom O’Kane Deargais 8 

Paul McCaffrey An Droim Mór 12 

Seamus McGale Droim Caoin 11 

Paddy Mullan Droim Ratha 13 

Oliver McHugh Dún Geanainn 12 

Aidan Currie Éadan na dTorc 12 

Cathal Daly Eaglais 11 

Johnny Dooher Eoghan Rua Uí Néill 11 

Sean McKenna Aireagal Chiarán 10 

Brian Hackett Eiscreach 13 

Alan Richardson Fionntamhnach 8 

Noel McGeary Gallbhaile 9 

Sean McConnell Gleann Eallaigh 0 

Gabriel Treanor An Goirtín 12 

Peter Treacy An Caisleán Glas 10 

Eamon Rafferty Cill Dreasa 9 

Gerard McDonald Cill Íseal 9 

Donal Magee Coill an Chlochair 12 

John O’Hagan Cill na mBán 10 

Paddy O’Brien Loch Mhic Ruairí 8 
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MEMBER CLUB Total 

John Corr Baile na Móna 8 

Michael Kavanagh An Mhaigh 10 

Chris Jones An Baile Nua 7 

Michael McCarney An Ómaigh 9 

Vinnie Beggs Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 0 

Sean Ruddy An Charraig 9 

Kevin Coyle An Chraobh 8 

Aidan Harkin An Srath Bán 12 

Pat Darcy Taite Riabhach 9 

Michael McCaughey Trí Leac 13 

Pat Holland Urnaí 6 

Peter Kerr An Charraig Mhór  (H) 7 

Ciaran McHugh Dún Geanainn        (H) 6 

Anthony Connolly Coill an Chlochair   (H) 12 

Ciaran Keyes An Ómaigh            (H) 5 

Tony Fawl Na Seamróga         (H) 11 

Diarmaid Convery Naomh Colmcille    (H) 0 

Michael Harvey Primary Schools 12 

Eugene McIvor Secondary Schools 0 

Paddy McCrory Handball 11 

Peter Kennedy GAC 9 

Patsy Taggart Referees 5 

Peter Kerr Hurling 7 

 

  

In addition the Management Committee met on eleven occasions with the 
following total attendances. 
 

 An Coiste Bainistí  

  

Cuthbert Ó Donnaille 22 
Liam Mac Niallais 20 
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 24 
Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil 23 
Séamas Mac Dónaill 23 
Gearóid Ó Brolcháin 16 
Séamas Ó Treasaigh 19 
Pól Ó Dubhrósa 20 
Séamas Ó Corráin 18 
Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig 20 
Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh 19 
Breandán Ó hEarcáin 21 
Eoghan Mac Dhónaill 20 
Toirealach Mac Cana 22 

 

 


