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ORDUITHE SEASAIMH DON CHOMHDHÁIL 

(STANDING ORDERS FOR CONVENTION) 
 
 

In order that the proceedings of the Convention be carried out without delay, the 
following Standing Orders will be observed: 
 
1. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment thereto may speak for five 
minutes, but not more than five minutes. 
 
2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution or an Amendment must not exceed three 
minutes. 
 
3. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may speak a second time 
for three minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Delegate may speak a 
second time to the same Resolution or Amendment. 
 
4. The Chairman may, at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently 
discussed, call on the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been given a vote 
must be taken. 
 
5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move ‘that the question be 
now put’, after which, when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken. 
 
6. Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose of considering any 
matter not on the Clár, except by the consent of a majority equal to two-thirds of 
those present and voting.     
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CUMANN LÚTHCHLEAS GAEL 
COISTE THÍR EOGHAIN 

 
 

 
 
A Chara 
 
 
Tionólfár an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír 
Eoghain i bProinnteach Uí Cheallaigh, Baile Uí Dhálaigh ar an Domhnach 10 
Nollaig 2000 ag tosnu ar 1.30 i.n. 
 
 
Mise, le fíor-mheas 
 
 
 
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 
 
Rúnaí 
 
 

 

CLÁR 
 
1. Miontuairiscí na Chomhdhála deireadh  (1999). 
2. Ag éirí as na miontuairiscí. 
3. Fáilte. 
4. Glacadh de hOrduithe Seasaimh. 
5. Tuarascála na bPáirceanna  -  An Ómaigh 

Oileán a’Ghuail 
Dún Geanainn 

6. Tuarascáil an Rúnaí. 
7. Tuarascála na Fo-Choisti. 
8. An Cuntas Airgeadais. 
9. Oráid an Chathaoirligh. 
10. Na Rúin. 
11. Togchán an Choiste don bhliain 2001. 
12. Dúnadh na Chomhdhála. 
13. Amhrán na bhFiann. 
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MIONTUAIRISCÍ NA CHOMHDHALA  1999 
 
An Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír Eoghain took place in 
Kelly’s Inn Garvaghey on Sunday 12th December, 1999. Cathaoirleach Cuthbert Ó Donnaile 
presided and the following members of an Coiste Chontae were in attendance: 
Gearóid Ó Brolcháin, Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil, Pól Ó Dubhrosa, Peadar Ó Cinneide, Séamas 
Ó Corráin, Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig, Breandán Ó hEarcáin, Aine Nic Eochaidh, Séamas 
Mac Domhnaill, Liam Mac Nialllais, Séamas Ó Treasaigh, and Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh. 
 
Delegates from the Clubs were present as follows: 

 
CLUB DELEGATES  
Achadh Lú Eamon McCaughey Paul McAnespie  
Achadh Uí Arain Brian McHugh Mervyn Stewart 
Ard Bó Gerry Forbes Phelim Devlin 
Eochar Bernie McGirr Gerry McElroy 
Bearach Alan Rodgers Pádraig  MacÁrtain 
Bruach Áille   
Brocach Darragh Cullen Ciaran McCaul 
An Charraig Mhór Micheál Ó Ceallaigh Micheál Mac Giolla Cheara 
Caisleán na Deirge   
Clann na nGael 
Clochar 

James O’Neill 
M. McConnell 

Aiden O’Kane 
Jimmy Barkey 

Cluain Eo Seosamh Mac Caba Declan McCaughey 
Oileán a'Ghuail Oliver O’Neill Jackie O’Neill 
An Corra Chríochach A. M. Ross Austin Quinn 
Doire Lochain Ignatius Taggart  
Doire Treasc Breandán Mac an Fhailí   Malachy Fitzgerald 
Domhnach Mór Francis Donnelly Patsy Bell 
Deargais Fergus McCrossan Martin Timoney 
An Droim Mór Eoghan Mac Taidhg Eugene McGuigan 
Droim Caoin Seamus McGale L. Donnelly 
Droim Ratha Patrick Mullin Dermot O’Kane 
Dún Geanainn Oliver McHugh Collette Jones 
Eadan na dTorc Aidan Currie Sean Coary 
Eaglais Cathal Daly Sean Donaghy 
E. R. Uí Néill Johnny Dooher Sean Kelly 
Aireagal Chiaráin Gerry McCann Martin McCann 
Eiscreach Micheál Mac Gualraic Brian Haicéid 
Fionntamhnach Barry King Damian Colgan 
Gallbhaile Michael McCaughey Larry Murphy 
Gleann Aichle Damian Carolan Sean McConnell 
Goirtín Gabriel Treanor Padraig McConnell 
An Caisleán Glas Peadar Ó Treasaigh Pádraig Mac Diarmaid 
Cill Dreasa Dominic McGurk Gerard Loughran 
Cill Íseal Daman Ó Donnchaidh Gearóid Ó Donnchaidh 
Coill an Chlochair Donal Magee Anthony Connolly 
Cill na mBán     
Loch Mhic Ruairí Seán Ó Donnaile Martin Donaghy 
Baile na Móna Tom McQuillan Kevin McNally 
An Mhaigh      
An Baile Nua Críostóir Mac Seoin Aodhán Mag Uidhir 
An Ómaigh Brian Colton Micheál Mac Cearnaigh 
Cabhán a'Chaortainn Felix Hagan Micheál Ó hAirmhí 
An Charraig Patrick McGurk Damian Murphy 
An Chraobh Kevin Coyle   
An Srath Bán Aodhán Ó hEarcáin Pádraig Ó Murchú 
An Taite Riabhach Martin Carlin Adrian Harley 
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CLUB DELEGATES  
 
Trí Leac 

 
Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh 

 
Micheál Mac Eochaidh 

Urnaí Tom Bogle  
An Charraig Mhór  (H)  Séamus Mac Giolla Chatáin Peadar Mac Giolla Cheara 
Dún Geanainn       (H)     
Coill an Chlochair  (H) Ciaran McBride Mick Brennan 
Naomh Colmcille   (H)   
An Ómaigh            (H)        Gaibriel Ó Maoilriann Paddy Devlin  
Na Seamroga        (H)  Aodhán Ó Fearail   
An Ceapach           (Y)   
Naomh Mhuire       (Y)   

 
1.  Amhrán na bhFiann was sung by Noleen Neill (Aireagal Chiaráin) accompanied by Dermot 
Cullen (Eiscreach) at the commencement of an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil. 
 
2. Minutes of the 1998 (2) Convention were adopted on the proposal of J. McElhatton and were 
seconded by A. Ó hEarcáin. 
 
3. Matters Arising - None. 
 
4. Fáilte.  
4.1 Cathaoirleach C. Ó Donnaile extended a warm welcome to all delegates to the final County 

Convention of the ‘90s. 
4.2 Rev. Fr. Leo Traynor led delegates in prayer for deceased members of the Association and 

for the success of the Convention. 
 
5. Standing Orders were adopted on the proposal of B. Hackett, seconded by S. McGale. 
 
6. County Grounds’ Accounts and Balance Sheets 
 
6.1 Copies for Healy Park Omagh, Fr. Campbell park Coalisland and O’Neill Park Dungannon 

were distributed to delegates.  
  
6.2  The Healy Park Account showed that the total grants received to date from Ulster and 

Central Councils amounted to £96 467; the operating surplus for the year amounted to £4 
157 based on receipts of £7 347 with outgoings of £3 189. 
The Account was adopted on the proposal of O. O’Neill, seconded by M. Harvey. 

 
6.3  The O’Neill Park Account indicated a total income of £3 945 with expenditure of £21 442, 

providing a deficit of £17 497. This Account was adopted on the proposal of A. Ó hEarcáin,  
seconded by M. McGoldrick. 

 
6.4 The total income for Fr Campbell Park in 1999 was £4 360 with expenses amounting to £5 

963, thus providing a deficit of £1 603.     
         The Account was adopted on the proposal of P. Mullan, seconded by S. Kelly. 
 
7. Secretary’s Report 
7.1 J. McElhatton requested that an amendment to the Liosta na Laoch in Féile na nGael should 

be made as, Cumann Éire Óg, An Charraig Mhór (winners) and Cumann na Seamrog 
(Runners-up). 

 
7.2  M. Kelly expressed disappointment with the turnaround made by the Millennium sub-

committee in relation to its spending plans, in the sense that monies raised are not going to 
be distributed to the clubs.  

 
 
7.3 Responding J. Treacy pointed out that the decision making process had been undertaken in 

the most democratic manner possible. Clubs had been informed of what became known as 
Plan A and Plan B at a special meeting. At the request of the Clubs these had been 
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circulated in writing to all Clubs, which then were surveyed regarding their responses. Of the 
44 Clubs which made written responses the majority were strongly in favour of three major 
funding areas from Plan B (improved spectator facilities, coaching and culture); there was an 
even split between Clubs re the funding of facilities for preparation of county teams. The sub-
committee considered that there would be too much pressure on a Club if it were to accept a 
grant of £10 000 and then find that its facilities were to be made available 2 – 3 times per 
week, perhaps at the expense of its own youth or ladies’ teams. Therefore, in the interests of 
the Clubs, and taking into account the needs of the County, the sub-committee had 
recommended that the option as outlined in Plan B, viz. to purchase land and begin to 
develop a facility for the use of County teams, be accepted by the County Executive. 

 
7.4 The Tuarascáil an Rúnaí was adopted on the proposal of S. McGale, seconded by P. 

Devlin. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report 
8.1  Copies of Accounts were distributed to delegates. 
                                                                                                                                                                     
8.2 The income and expenditure account for the year ended October 31st showed a surplus of £3 

383,  following a transfer of £40 000 to the Development Fund. 
 
8.3 The closing balance at year’s end totalled £506 716 including the Millennium Fund of  

£295 872. 
 
8.4  Back-to-back loans repaid during 1999 amounted to £2 600 with £14 050 still outstanding. 
 
8.5 The Cisteoir, G. Ó Brolcháin explained in detail all Schedules and Notes to the Accounts; in 

conclusion he paid tribute to the Finance sub-committee, the gate-stewards for 
championship games, County sponsors and members of the County Executive, all of whom 
assisted in achieving the healthy financial state for 1999.  

 
8.6 The Report was adopted on the proposal of M. Harvey, seconded by S. McConnell. 
 

 
9. Oráid an Chathaoirligh 
     Cuthbert Ó Donnaille 
  
It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to Kellys Inn today from right across the county.  
This is a rather unique convention for the county in that we have come to a commercial premises 
as opposed to a club venue. But Kellys Inn here in Garvaghey has played host to countless 
Tyrone GAA county and club functions over the years. I’m delighted to see our convention here 
for the first time and extend thanks to the staff for making us feel at home and for the excellent 
meal served up today. 
This is an historic convention in a second sense as well, being the final one of the 20th century. 
That should make us all think in the GAA about both times past and times to come in a new 
millennium. There are many challenges facing us all and I will be focusing on a number of these 
in my address to delegates. 
 
The County Scene 
1999 has not been the greatest year on the inter-county football front for Tyrone, with the promise 
of a first round championship success against Fermanagh failing to bear fruit in the heat of 
Casement Park in Belfast when Down ran out convincing winners. Our minors also fell to Down 
but the fact that the Mourne side went on to land the All-Ireland title put that particular defeat into 
perspective. 
Danny Ball’s reign as manager ended soon after the defeat by Down and I want to go on record 
as expressing deep gratitude to Danny and his back-up team of Anthony Gallagher, Patsy Forbes 
and Sean Canavan. Results may not gone Danny’s way but the work put in will hopefully reap 
rewards for the county further down the line. 
I welcome Eugene McKenna and Art McRory back for their second term as managers and wish 
them well as they attempt to guide Tyrone to success in the opening years of the new millennium. 
Thanks also to our Minor managers Liam Donnelly and Martin Coyle plus U-21 duo Mickey Harte 
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and Fr Gerard McAleer for their efforts in 1999 and I know they will maintain the good work in the 
year 2000. A special word as well for our Vocational managers Terry McCann and Enda 
Kilpatrick who led their charges to another Ulster title and, for the second time in two years, were 
forced to travel all the way to Cork for the All-Ireland, a far from ideal scenario. They missed out 
but these two men have put in tremendous groundwork in a long association with the Vocationals 
and they are worthy of our high praise. 
 
Hurling 
Turning now to hurling and I pay warm tribute to managers Brendan Harkin, Peter Kerr, Ciaran 
McHugh, Martin Boyle and all those involved with not only the county teams but clubs throughout 
Tyrone. Their dedication and that of the players is testimony to a deep love and affiliation with 
this great game. I call on more clubs and more people to support hurling. 
 
Alcohol Abuse 
I want now to focus on the first of a few areas which continue to give me and many gaels cause 
for great concern, the issue of alcohol abuse.  
It is a wider social problem and I accept that but we in the GAA cannot bury our heads in the 
sand on this issue because it is gnawing at the very heart of our own association. I am well aware 
of the problems that clubs across Tyrone and in all counties are experiencing with players taking 
too much drink and under-performing at the least and seriously threatening their own health at 
the worst.  
Too many stories of players turning out for matches on a Sunday still the worse for wear from the 
night before are emerging and it is time to stop treating this crazy situation with kid gloves. All too 
often in our society we can laugh such a situation off but if the trend gets progressively worse 
then the consequences for our national games do not bear thinking about. Any player who 
abuses alcohol is not only hurting himself or herself but is hurting the team they play for.  
I have a clear and blunt message for any player over-indulging in alcohol – stop and think about 
what you are doing. You will regret not fulfilling your potential as a player in later years, when you 
will be too old and not fit enough. But by then the chance will have passed you by. Don’t let 
alcohol do this to you! The same sentiments apply to drug abuse, which is a growing social 
problem we in the GAA cannot hide from either and let’s not forget that smoking can also 
damage players both in the short-term and long-term. 
The most worrying trend in drinking these days is the number of teenagers, boys and girls, who 
appear to be ‘hooked’. A drink or two is fine. Alcohol is not a problem in moderation and I am 
certainly no kill-joy as anyone who knows me will tell you but I feel very strongly about this issue 
and felt duty-bound as county chairman to raise this issue here today. I am prepared to listen to 
anyone with ideas on how to deal with the problem and will support initiatives that face the 
scourge of alcohol abuse head-on. 
 
Discipline 
On now to another thorny subject, discipline or should I say lack of discipline. There have been 
improvements but the situation is still far from satisfactory.  
Good discipline is like good manners, it goes a long way. And it starts at club level and runs right 
the way through a club at all age-groups. Good example should come from managers, officials 
and supporters, extending onto the field of play and players have a crucial responsibility from 
which they cannot shirk by any means.  
There can be no hiding place for those who break the rules and bring the game into disrepute. So 
please try to do all in your power to improve discipline and our games will benefit greatly in the 
years ahead. 
 
Referees 
That brings me on to the subject of referees and I want to pay a glowing tribute to all our referees 
plus the Referees Board for all the work they do, often in very demanding situations. Our referees 
in Tyrone are highly rated nationally and they have my full backing and support. I never cease to 
be horrified when people harass and even assault referees. Without referees there would be no 
games at all. Some people would do well to remember this. 
There was a problem in U-12 football earlier this year when games had to be put on ice because 
of a shortage of referees. Clubs should encourage volunteers to come forward and start on the 
road to becoming a referee. Maybe people are reluctant to come forward because of the abuse 
that referees have to take and there has to be a change in general attitudes if the situation and 
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number of referees is to improve. 
I cannot let the talk about referees pass without reference to our own Jim Curran who retired from 
the club and county scene this year. Jim had a distinguished career at club and inter-county level 
and we wish him well for the future. No doubt he will continue to serve the association in other 
sectors and with his usual enthusiasm. Well done also to Michael Hughes who is becoming a 
regular figure as the man in the middle at major inter-county games and to all our referees 
handling games both in and outside of the county. 
 
Hospital Issue 
Like me, I’m sure many of you watched with growing concern the developments at the South 
Tyrone Hospital during 1999. We are now without the accident and emergency service as well as 
the maternity unit. I want to thank Eithne McCord and the STAG Committee plus all those 
involved in the fight against service closures at the South Tyrone for their efforts. The County 
Hospital in Omagh has also had to face up to a similar situation. 
The battle is not over because we have got to fight for a brand new Hospital to be located in the 
centre of Tyrone and all involved in our association should get behind this campaign. 
 
Tragic Events 
Sadly, 1999 saw some members of our association have their lives tragically cut short. These 
included Sean McMullan from Killyclogher who was a dual referee plus a dedicated servant of his 
club and county who will be sorely missed. I offer my condolences to his family. 
Some young players lost their lives too, and I extend my deepest sympathy to the Horisk and 
McCartan families from Errigal Ciaran plus the Breen family from Drumquin, who suffered the 
heartache of seeing three active young men and promising footballers cut down in tragic 
circumstances. 
It is always tricky mentioning names as someone can get left out but I want to extend deepest 
sympathy to each and every family who suffered bereavement during the year. Sport is important 
but it pales into insignificance when tragedy strikes. 
It is really encouraging to see so many gaels at wakes and funerals right across the county. This 
shows a deep affinity with other people and is greatly appreciated by the sorrowing families. 
 
Ground Development 
I congratulate all clubs who completed ground improvement projects during the year. Galbally 
and Drumquin marked the completion of projects and there are a number of clubs throughout the 
county either planning or in the process of completing substantial development work. 
On the county front I look forward very much to our new Stand project at Healy Park which will 
make the Omagh ground one of the best in Ireland and ensure that all the labour put in by the 
Millennium Committee and others bears abundant fruit. 
Insurance 
It is good to see that the powers that be have decided to improve the players insurance scheme 
and bring it more into line with modern needs. The cost has gone up but so have the benefits. 
The previous system was inadequate and at least now we seem to be going in the right direction. 
Compensation for players, who are, after all, the life-blood of the GAA, should always be of 
paramount importance when injury strikes. 
 
Media 
I would like to thank the media, both local and national, for the coverage of our activities. It is 
easy to knock the media and complain when we get some negative coverage. But if players step 
out of line then it has to be reported and shown up. If we expect excellent media exposure then 
we must be prepared to show warts and all. 
Thanks to our local papers here in Tyrone, including the ‘Tyrone Times’, ‘Ulster Herald’ 
‘Democrat’, ‘Dungannon Observer’, ‘Tyrone Constitution’, ‘Tyrone Courier’ plus ‘The Irish News’ 
and all the national papers plus radio and television both North and South for their fine coverage. 
Congratulations also to ‘Ulster Gaelic’ on their first year. The magazine, which has already built 
up a reputation for quality and originality, is run by Tyrone people and I extend best wishes to 
them for the future. 
Sponsorship 
Tyrone got a new image this year with the unveiling of our new county strip which has proved 
very successful and pleasing on the eye. Thanks to Fionnuala Nixon from Beragh for her 
expertise and design skills in connection with our new image plus Kieran Kennedy of O’Neills 
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Sportswear in Strabane for his assistance. 
A warm word of thanks as well to all our kind sponsors, headed by our main sponsor Willie-John 
Dolan, for their continued support and much-valued financial backing. 
 
Culture 
In the cultural field I want to pay tribute to our hard-working Scor Committee who are planning 
great things for the Millennium year. There has been a good response from clubs to the call for 
more participation in Scor and I encourage any club not yet involved to enter the Millennium 
competition and share in this extremely important part of our association. It provides superb 
entertainment and, if we are genuine in our aims to promote all aspects of the association, 
everyone should give their full backing to Scor and it’s ideals. 
I also want to pay tribute to all those people who continue to do fine work in promoting the sports 
of Handball and Camogie. Both codes are crucial strings in the bow of Cummann Luthchleas 
Gael. 
 
Ladies Football 
Ladies football continues to grow and develop throughout Tyrone and in many counties across 
the land. 1999 was a memorable year for our own ladies as they clinched All-Ireland Junior 
Championship glory to complete a superb double after taking the National League crown a few 
months earlier. 
The victory over New York signalled great scenes of celebration and the homecoming with the 
cup created a great atmosphere. New challenges lie ahead for the team in Senior football but 
they have started extremely well in the National League and I wish them every success in the 
year ahead. 
 
Administration 
The National Leadership and Administration Programme is designed to help us all become better 
administrators and officers right across the board from club level up and it is only right and proper 
to give our support to the on-going work. It is good to see more women becoming involved at club 
administration level and I would encourage more to become involved. 
Finally, I want to whole-heartedly thank all my colleagues on the County Board plus all sub-
committees for all their help and assistance over the year and to all the clubs for their co-
operation and courtesy. To Liam Nelis, my vice-chairman, I say thanks for all his help and to our 
hard-working secretary Dominic McCaughey, our trustworthy treasurer Gerard Bradley and all 
Board members I extend my deepest gratitude and appreciation.  
 

 
10. Election of Officers - 2000   
 
10.1 D. Mac Eochaidh and G. Ó Brolcháin were proposed as Cathaoirleach and Rúnaí for the 

election of Officers on the proposal of B. McGirr and D. Magee. A. McCaughey and members 
of Aireagal Chiaráin Club were appointed tellers on the proposal of  A. Connolly, seconded 
by T. Bogle. 

 
10.2  Voting strength was enumerated as 105. 
 
10.3  
Cathaoirleach:   Cuthbert Ó Donnaile         (Unopposed) 
Leas-Cathaoirleach:  Liam Mac Niallais          (Unopposed)  
Rúnaí:    Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh       (Unopposed) 
Leas-Rúnaí:   Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil   (Unopposed) 
Cisteoir:   Gearóid Ó Brolcháin         (Unopposed) 
Ball Árd Chomhairle:  Séamas Ó Treasaigh         (Unopposed) 
Baill Chomhairle Uladh: Pól Ó Dubhrósa          (Unopposed)         

Séamas Ó Corrain          (Unopposed) 
 
Cathaoirleach Coiste Riaracháin 
Na gCluichí:   Peadar Ó Cinnéide                 (Unopposed) 
Oifigeach na nÓg:  Séamas Mac Domhnaill         (78 votes - Elected) 
    Eoghan Mac Dhónaill         (27 votes - Eliminated) 
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Oifigeach Iomána:  Peadar Mac Giolla Cheara    (67 votes - Elected)  
    Seán Ó Beaglaoich         (36 votes - Eliminated) 
Oifigeach na Gaeilge:  Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig    (Unopposed) 
Baill an Choiste:  Breandán Ó hEarcáin            (104 votes - Elected) 
    Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh         (59 votes – Elected) 
    Bearnairdín Nic Ghirr         (45 votes – Eliminated) 
 
10.4 Following the elections P. McCartan queried why Convention did not elect delegates to 
attend Ulster Convention. A. Ó hEarcáin thought that it was stupid for Clubs to include nominees 
for such on the nomination papers, if they were not to be elected. 
 
10.5 S. Ó Treasaigh reminded delegates that Congress gave Counties the option of electing or 
selecting delegates to Provincial Convention and to Congress. Tír Eoghain, at its Convention in 
1998 (1) had decided that the County Executive should be granted the power to select delegates 
for both. 
 
10.6 The Rúnaí indicated that the U-21 delegate to Congress would be selected from the list of 
Club nominations; each nominee would be contacted to ascertain whether, (a) he was available 
to attend, and (b) he was interested in attending Congress.      
 
 
11. Na Rúin  
 
11.1.1 Motion 1 was proposed by G. Ó Brolcháin, who said that there was no criticism implied 

of Comhairle Uladh nor of any of its gatemen; he thought that it was simply a good 
practice to implement so that every spectator admitted at a fixture would have a receipt 
for his payment at the turnstile. He did not think it should be difficult to administer 
although it would require additional stewards to sell the tickets. 

11.1.2 The motion was seconded by P. Ó Dubhrósa. 
11.1.3 Decision: The motion was passed unanimously 
 
11.2.1 Motion 2 was proposed by F. Hagan and seconded by F. Loughran. 
11.2.2 Speaking on the motion, M. Harvey said that £60 000 was being spent per year on 

coaching and he was asking the question whether the quality of play and the standard of 
our games had shown any improvement. He did not think the Association was getting 
good value for money with the present method of deployment of coaches in the Primary 
schools. 

11.2.3 J. Dooher thought the motion was too restrictive and should take into account the greater 
involvement of Clubs in the coaching scheme and the use of the coaches. 

11.2.4 In his summary M. Harvey responded that he did not have any objections to the scope of 
the motion being widened; he had confined it to Primary schools because this was the 
area to which the resources were being directed at the present time. 

11.2.5 Decision: The motion as proposed was passed unanimously. 
 
 
12 Na Moltaí 
 
12.1 Speaking on Recommendation 1, A. Ó hEarcáin stated that sponsorship would generate                                                                 

further income for the Association, but that it would also be important not to diminish the 
leagues and championships by the choice of sponsor. 

 
12.2  A. Ó hEarcáin, in explaining Recommendation 2 felt that every Club now had developed 

facilities which were capable of hosting a championship fixture, and this suggestion 
would allow it. A double round  fixture would generate more income and from a team 
point of view it would ensure that every one would enjoy at least 2 championship games 
annually 

12.3 M Harvey thought that all championship games should be single fixtures when played on 
week evenings. They should not start before 7.00 pm because it was awkward for 
working players to get to the far east or far west of the county. 
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12.4  On Recommendation 4 A. Ó hEarcáin was of the opinion that the workload of the 
Secretary was tremendous, and growing all the time. Hundreds of thousands of pounds 
was spent on county teams, coaching and other aspects, yet here was an issue that 
needed to be given serious consideration. 

 
12.5 M. Kelly spoke on Recommendation 5 stating that as this is an amateur Association there 

should be no imposition of fines, at County Board or Ulster Council level, for breaches of 
discipline. If fines have to be imposed then they should all be donated to a nominated 
charity. 

 
12.6  Recommendation 6 was explained by P. Kerr who suggested that the Clubs in this 

county would   benefit from playing more competitive games. This could be achieved by 
setting up a more broad-based league in co-operation with Doire. 

 
12.7 Clochar delegates decided not to address Convention on Recommendation 7. 
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TUARASCÁIL AN RÚNAÍ 
 

 

A Chairde 
Má amharcaimid siar ar bhliain deireanach na mílaoise thig linn cuid mhór a 
thaifeadadh a bhí rathúil, ní amháin ar an pháirc imeartha ach taobh amuigh di 
fosta, go leor forbairt a bhí pleanáilte, roinnt tionscnamh corraitheach agus ar 
ndóigh, iarracht den díomá nár bheag, 
 
Ó thaobh na himeartha de, ba é buaicphointe na bliana 2000 baint Chraobh na 
hÉireann sa pheil faoi-21, den chéad uair ó 1992; bhain na mionúir craobh Uladh 
sa sraithchomórtas peile agus shroich siad cluiche ceannais chraobh an chúige 
chomh maith. 
 
B’iomaí sin dua a d’fhulaing an fhoireann sinsearach iománaíochta agus ba 
bhocht an taispeántas a thug siad ar feadh an tseasúir atá thart. Ach beidh an 
cluiche dóchúil go leor san am atá le teacht, mar is léir ón rath a bhí ar na leibhéil 
faoi aois; bhain foireann na mionúir an rannóg s’acusan de shraithchomórtas 
Uladh agus bhí an fhoireann faoi-16 páirteach i gcluiche ceannais na craoibhe 
‘C’. 
 
Ag Club leibhéal na gClubanna, d’éirigh le Dún Geanainn craobh iománaíochta 
an Chontae a bhairt de ochtú huair déag. Chomh maith leis sin, choinnigh siad 
greim ar Sciath Uladh, a baineadh de chead uair i 1999. Ag leibhéal na n-óg, 
d’éirigh go geal leis an Charraig Mhór. Bhain Aireagal Chiaráin craobh an 
chontae sa pheil agus chuaigh ar aghaidh chuig cluiche ceannais Uladh. Ach 
sáraíodh orthu in éadan foireann láidir Bhaile Eachaidh. Ba iad Oileán a’Ghuail 
buaiteoirí Ghrád a hAon i gcatagóir na mionúr.     

In schools’ competitions St Ciaran’s Ballygawley and St Joseph’s Coalisland 
were provincial champions at U-14 and U-16 levels respectively; the county 
Vocational schools’ team won their fourth consecutive Ulster title and fought 
bravely in their All-Ireland final against Dublin.      
 
In Scór, Tír Eoghain had two All-Ireland finalists and one winning act in 2000; at 
youth level, the Question Team from Trí Leac put up a strong challenge to 
achieve the runners-up position, only losing out by the narrowest of margins, 
while Aireagal Chiaráin competed brilliantly and successfully in the senior final at 
Belfast’s Ulster Hall. Congratulations is extended to both teams and their Clubs 
on their provincial and All-Ireland success.   
 
The Club championships within the county proved to be highly competitive from 
the playing perspective and highly successful from a financial viewpoint; in senior 
hurling the novel format introduced in 1999 was retained and proved worthy in 
providing additional meaningful games for the four weaker Clubs. Following a 
detailed review, there were further amendments applied to the league structures 
following the changes made in 1999 to introduce four divisions of twelve teams; 
this year, the four divisions were established with 16 teams in each of Divisions 
1A and 2, and with 8 teams in each of Divisions 1B and 3. With double rounds 
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played in the smaller divisions every Club was assured of a greater number of 
games than was possible in the previous structure; the weakest teams overall 
had the distinct advantage of playing at a more suitable competitive level 
throughout the season. 

As the Association heads into the new millennium there are planned initiatives for 
the administration of affairs at county level and for a new championship structure 
and format at inter-county level. It remains to be seen whether they will fulfil their 
objectives.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

County Senior Football Champions and Ulster Finalists – 2000 
Aireagal Chiaráin 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS 

 

FOOTBALL 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí commenced adult playing activity in the county 
with the Cup competitions on Sunday 4th March, despite some adverse weather 
and poor ground conditions, and these continued alongside inter-county fixtures 
until the start of the leagues four weeks later. As in 1999 the senior teams of 
divisions 1A and 1B entered the Frank O’Neill Cup with the junior and 
intermediate clubs participating in the McElduff Cup competition. It is 
disappointing to note this year again, that for various reasons, a small number of 
Clubs were unwilling or unable to take part in these start of season competitions, 
and it would be hoped that for the incoming season this situation could be 
rectified. 
 
Youth competitions commenced in the final week of March with the U-14 and U-
18 leagues and were due for conclusion in November with the U-16 
competitions.  
 
The all-county leagues, in the new format of 16 teams in Divisions 1A and 2 and 
8 teams in Divisions 1B and 3 proceeded in a highly satisfactory manner being 
very competitive right up to the closing stages at the end of the season. There 
were some disruptions due to the involvement of players at county and other 
levels in the initial part of the season, but the early decision to define clearly the 
summer holiday period ensured there was a minimum of disruption as the 
leagues progressed. 
 
The divisional winners were: 
Division 1A - An Charraig Mhór, Division 1B - Kildress, Division 2 – Beragh and 
Division 3 – Augher. 
 
The championships of 2000 were organised on the senior, intermediate and 
junior basis with 24, 16 and 8 teams, respectively, participating. Open draws 
were made at the completion of each round with all three grades being played off 
between the first weekend in May and the third Sunday of September. We are 
grateful to all the participants and to Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí for their 
assistance and co-operation in the smooth running of all three adult 
championships and that at minor level as well. 
 
In all grades sportsmanship was of the highest order and the competitiveness of 
the games was indicated by the fact that there were no less than twelve draws, 
including those of the Intermediate and Senior finals.  
 
In the Junior grade, Clochar won their first ever adult title with victories over 
Caisleán na Deirge, parish rivals Eochair – after a replay, and finally Deargais. 
At Intermediate level, Bearach progressed with ease through the opneing rounds 
accounting for Cill na mBán, an Charraig and Cabhán a’Chaoirtainn before 
meeting Goirtín in the county final. On their first meeting the sides played out an 
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entertaining draw, but Bearach made no mistake in the replay winning the title for 
the first time since 1993, by a margin of five points. 
 
Twenty-nine games were required in the senior championship last year in order 
to determine the county champions. Aireagal Chiaráin reached the final without 
too much difficulty, defeating Droim Caoin, Domhnach Mór – following a replay, 
Oilean a’Ghuail and an Srath Bán in the semifinal. Their opponents played the 
same number of matches in their path to the final, overcoming Cill Dhreasa, an 
Mhaigh – also after a replay, Baile na Móna and then Ard Bó. 
 
The county final was an engrossing affair due to the competitive edge and the 
closeness of the scoring rather than the quality of football displayed. Aireagal 
made the better start but were never able to open up a winning gap and when an 
Charraig Mhór struck for a last minute equalising goal most neutral observers 
considered the draw to be the best result. The replay staged at Healy Park a 
fortnight later proved to be no less competitive but this time it was Aireagal who 
scored the goal in the closing stages; while an Charraig Mhór probably 
squandered too many scoring opportunities the challengers  finished that little bit 
stronger and so collected the O’Neill Cup for the fourth time, adding to their 
victories of ’93, ’94 and ’97. 
 
In a very skilful, exciting and highly entertaining minor final between Droim Mór 
and Oilean a’Ghuail, the latter came out on top, winning by the minimum margin, 
to achieve a total of nine county titles. 
 
Because of the special year that was being celebrated it was decided to link 
together the players of today – represented by the senior and minor finalists – 
the players of yesteryear – represented by all the past senior championship 
winning captains – and the players of the future – represented by a selection of 
primary schoolchildren. All participated fully in a hugely successful occasion; 
forty schoolchildren, selected from those boys and girls who attended the 
Summer Camps, were divided into four teams which played two exciting 
exhibition games during the half time interval of the senior final. Judging by the 
favourable reception provided by the spectators and the enjoyment and sense of 
occasion experienced by the children, this would seem to be set as an annual 
event on the county finals’ day clár. 

Seventy-nine senior championship-winning captains were identified as far back 
as the first championship in 1904 and all were in attendance or represented by a 
family member in Healy Park Omagh on Sunday 3rd September. In the interlude 
between the two finals, each individual was introduced to the large crowd and 
was then presented with a specially inscribed medal in honour of his, and his 
team’s, achievement. 
 
I thank all those who organised, assisted and participated in this special pageant, 
particularly Youth Officer Seamus McDonald and County Executive officer 
Brendan Harkin who took the initiative and managed it through to a most 
successful conclusion. 
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Again, all championship winners are congratulated on their victories in 2000, in 
particular, Oilean a’Ghuail at U-18 level, Clochar in the Junior grade, Bearach at 
Intermediate level and Aireagal Chiaráin in the Senior category. 
 
Of course Aireagal’s championship trail did not finish with the acquisition of the 
Tír Eoghain title; the team progressed through Ulster with well deserved victories 
over Down champions, Clonduff and the Monaghan champions, Castleblayney to 
contest their second provincial final. Here the opposition was provided by the 
three in a row Derry champions, Bellaghy; played in very poor weather conditions 
in St Tiernach’s Park Clones, this was a relatively low-scoring affair in which the 
Tír Eoghain champions struggled to impress, losing out by six points. 
 
In concluding this section I pay tribute to the many match officials who took 
responsibility for all championship games at both adult and youth levels; I 
congratulate and thank especially those who officiated at the major county finals, 
Michael Hughes and Martin Kolbohm (Senior), Charlie Coyle and John Kerlin 
(Intermediate), Martin Sludden (Junior) and Martin Mohan (Minor).  
 
I thank all Clubs which made their grounds available for all championship fixtures 
and particularly an Charraig Mhór and an Omaigh which facilitated the four major 
finals and associated replays. Gratitude is also due to the large group of 
stewards, gatemen and sellers of tickets and programmes who made themselves 
available on a regular basis throughout the summer, and also to the bands from 
Fintona, Augher/Clogher and Kanturk which provided musical entertainment at 
the various finals.     
 
HURLING 
 

League and championship competitions were organised in Tír Eoghain by Coiste 
Riaracháin na gCluichí at every youth level from U-14 to U-18 and for adults at 
U-21 and senior levels. Competition began with the U-14, U-16 and senior 
leagues in the first week of May and concluded with the final of the Under-21 
championship in the first week of November. 

While all age groups were facilitated with competition it is disappointing to report 
that a number of Clubs were not able to enter a team at some youth levels or 
were unable to fulfil all fixtures as drawn up in the programme of fixtures. Clearly 
there is a need for a far greater involvement of personnel not only within the 6 
hurling clubs which presently exist, but also from the other 48 clubs which make 
up the Association in Tír Eoghain; it is not sufficient to only take an interest in 
hurling in the weeks leading up to the All-Ireland final, when almost every club 
can indicate a high demand for tickets among its members and supporters; the 
obvious question to be posed is, ‘where are these most interested people during 
the rest of the year?’ Hurling clubs need more people, especially adults, parents 
and former players taking an active interest in what is happening, or in a few 
cases, what is not happening at youth level; the youth need to see participation 
from adults, enthusiasm being generated by adults, assistance in training, team 
management and preparation by adults, otherwise they lose interest. They also 
like to participate in coaching and fixtures on a regular basis and not in some 
haphazard fashion; more effort must be made by all to ensure that the youth are 
fully encouraged and not neglected. 
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The adult club championship was organised on the same basis as in 1999 when 
a round-robin system was introduced for the four weaker teams. This appears to 
have worked quite effectively again in 2000; Coill an Chlochair, na Seamroga, 
Naomh Colmcille and an Omaigh participated in three rounds of fixtures which 
commenced on 23rd June. The winners here – na Seamroga and an Omaigh - 
were drawn against an Charraig Mhór and Dún Geanainn respectively, and 
despite the extra games found the opposition too strong. The county final then 
was a repeat of the previous year and in a very low-scoring game the county 
champions, Dún Geanainn, retained their title to bring their overall tally to 
eighteen. 
As in 1999, Dún Geanainn added to their county success by also retaining the 
Ulster Shield; in the first round they drew their away match with Castleblayney 
and then comfortably swept aside the Monaghan champions challenge in the 
replay; their victory at home over Mullahoran was even more emphatic when 
they had 5 goals to spare, but they were fully tested in the Shield final at Clones 
by Fermanagh champions, Lisbellaw, coming through on  a one point victory. So, 
the Ulster Shield had returned to Tír Eoghain for the third year in a row. 
In the Ulster semifinal, Dún Geannain were paired with the Derry champions, 
Slaughtneil; playing at O’Neill Park the Tír Eoghain champions held a surprise 
half-time lead, but succumbed to a much stronger opposition in the second 
period. 

As in 1999, congratulations is expressed to the Eoghan Ruadh club on its 
success at county level and the magnificent retention of the provincial Shield. 
Surely it can not be long now until this Club or another Club from Tír Eoghain 
makes the breakthrough to an Ulster final.     

Also, at this stage I thank all Clubs which hosted the hurling championship 
fixtures particularly an Omaigh and Clochar which made their grounds available 
for the semi-finals and final. Finally I congratulate all the referees, linesmen and 
umpires who officiated during 2000, particularly county final referee, Sean Quinn.    
 

 
 

County Senior Hurling Champions and Ulster Shield Winners – 2000 
Dungannon Eoghan Ruadh 
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COUNTY TEAMS 

 

FOOTBALL 

Senior Team 
National Football League 1999-2000 
 
Under the new management of Eugene McKenna and Art McRory Tír Eoghain 
had an excellent start to its Division 1A campaign. Playing at home in Healy Park 
the team appeared rejuvenated and full of enthusiasm as it ground down Ath 
Cliath in the opening half of the first game. In the second half the city players 
could find no form and fell to a crushing 7-point defeat as Tír Eoghain went from 
strength to strength. 
 
In round 2 Tír Eoghain faced the long trek to Tralee to take on the Kingdom; 
although travelling by plane the journey took much longer than scheduled due to 
a major weight problem at the International Airport. Having eventually arrived 1½ 
hours late, the starting time of the game was postponed by 30 minutes with the 
agreement of the hosts – Ciarraí. The home side was in rampant form and 
extended its 3-point interval lead to a massive 1 goal and 11 points at the final 
whistle. Tír Eoghain never emerged from the starting blocks for this game and 
showed no signs of that form and effort which was present two weeks earlier in 
Omagh. 
 
The final fixture before the winter break was delayed by one week due to a 
waterlogged O’Neill Park; when Ros Comáin travelled on the second date they 
did so with a great determination to secure the two points. This they did with a 
simple goal in each half, which a full-strength home side could never claw back. 
Tír Eoghain never developed any fluency in their play which was always prone to 
unforced errors and frequently lacking in direction. 
 
The first fixture of the year 2000 involved a visit to Ballybofey. Here the home 
side opened strongly causing havoc in the Tír Eoghain defence but wayward 
shooting ensured that there was only a two-point deficit at the break. Halfway 
through the second period the gap was increased to five points and then, 
following a number of worthwhile switches, Tír Eoghain began to perform as a 
team, to such an extent that a most unlikely draw was the final result.    
 
In the home match against Gaillimh there was a much improved performance 
from Tír Eoghain who at times played with plenty of flair and passion. The loss of 
three key players from the original selection, through injury, had an unsettling 
effect on the team which allowed the visitors to edge into a two-point interval 
lead. Again, Gaillimh increased the lead to five points but the home side 
increased the pressure severely and were only deprived of two league points by 
the excellent visiting goalkeeper and the woodwork. Final score was Tír Eoghain 
1-11 Gaillimh 0-15. 
 
The penultimate fixture involved a second lengthy journey to Munster, this time to 
take on 1999 All-Ireland finallists – Corcaigh. While this was a scrappy game, Tír 
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Eoghain continued from where they had left off against Gaillimh and led by five 
points at halftime. Although Corcaigh had a penalty brilliantly saved they made a 
serious effort to get back into the game scoring five times at the start of the 
second half. However, Tír Eoghain rallied and with a last minute goal secured a 
deserved two league points. 
 
In the final round of the NFL Tír Eoghain were at home to Ard Mhaca in a dress 
rehearsal for the championship; this game was meaningless in terms of league 
positions – since Ard Mhaca were already relegated – and it was played out in 
somewhat drab fashion apart from the final ten minutes, when neither team 
wanted to lose. At the end Ard Mhaca were ahead by two points, gaining their 
first win in a competitive fixture since collecting the Ulster Championship title in 
July 1999.     

So, Tír Eoghain completed the 1999-2000 NFL with two victories, one draw and 
four defeats – a reasonable campaign for an unsettled panel.  
 
Dr. McKenna Cup 
 

As in previous years this competition was used by the county to provide 
worthwhile opportunities for the less experienced players to demonstrate their 
abilities and skills, and to attempt to establish a position for themselves in the 
championship panel. 
The first round, played toward the conclusion of the NFL, was against 
Muineachán in Dungannon where the home team held out for an injury time 
single point victory.  In the semifinal Doire enjoyed supremacy in the opening half 
but were totally subdued after the interval and lost out at the end by seven 
points. 
The final against Division 2 side An Cabhán was played in Clones after the Ulster 
U-21 football final. Here, Tír Eoghain were totally over-run in the first thirty 
minutes but, after the introduction of several U-21 players a certain amount of 
respectability was restored to a final scoreline of An Cabhán 1-18, Tír Eoghain 2-
09. 

 

Ulster Championship 

In this competition Tír Eoghain were drawn against reigning Ulster champions, 
Ard Mhacha, in the first round. In the opening half the standard of play, 
particularly in the forward divisions of both teams, left much to be desired with 
the first score from play not registering until the 30th minute. It was a further 20 
minutes before Tír Eoghain scored their only point from play, and it was highly 
significant that the other seven points which were scored, all came from the boot 
of one forward. 
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Although the defence played magnificently throughout, by half-time the team 
were behind on a score of 0-06 to 0-02; while there was some improvement in 
the second period, Tír Eoghain still finished up adrift by the same margin of four 
points. As in the previous year’s championship there appeared to be a lack of 
leadership on the field of play and little evidence of novel ideas or clear thinking 
about how to penetrate or overcome a tight-marking defence. 
As Ard Mhacha proceeded to retain the Ulster Championship title their standard 
of play continued to progress but they were eliminated from the All-Ireland series 
after a semi-final replay against Ciarrai.       
   
The players who represented Tír Eoghain in the senior championship for 2000 
were:  
Martin Conway (Moortown), Michael McGee (Loughmacrory), Chris Lawn 
(Moortown), Paul McGurk (Cookstown), Colin Holmes (Moy), Seamus 
McCallan (An Charraig Mhór), Sean Teague (Greencastle), Pascal Canavan 
(Capt) (Errigal Ciaran), Cormac McAnallen (Eglish), Brian Dooher (Clann na 
nGael), Eoin Gormley (Errigal Ciaran) (0-07), Ciaran McRory (Dungannon), 
Gerard Cavlan (Dungannon), Damian Gormley (Trillick), Ciaran McBride 
(Omagh) (0-01). Subs. Ciaran Gourley (Rock), Stephen O’Neill (Clann na 
nGael ), Brian McGuigan (Ardboe), Peter Canavan (Errigal Ciaran), Kevin 
Hughes (Killeeshil). 
 
Other members of the Tír Eoghain panel in the NFL and McKenna Cup were: 
Finbar McConnell (Newtownstewart), Kieran Howe (Killyclogher), Fay Devlin 
(Ardboe), Paul Devlin (Moortown), Sean McLaughlin (Drumquin), Paul 
McLaughlin (Drumquin), Richard Thornton (Coalisland), Brian Meenan 
(Killyclogher), Brendan McLaughlin (Strabane), Cormac McGinley (Errigal 
Ciaran), Ryan McMenamin (Dromore), Brian McGuckin (Edendork), Terry 
McKenna (Beragh), Peter Loughran (Errigal Ciaran), Cathal Blee (Clann na 
nGael), Sean Corr (Clonoe), Jason Mulgrew (Kildress), Stephen McGettigan 
(Strabane), Stephen Lawn (Moortown), Eamon Brady (Derrylaughan).   
 
Congratulations is extended to a number of county players on their notable 
achievements and successes at other levels in 2000:  
▪ Finbarr McConnell, Eoin Gormley, Peter Canavan, Pascal Canavan, Brian 

Dooher.all of whom played with distinction for Ulster in the Railway Cup 
competition; they enjoyed victories against Laighean and Connacht in winning 
the competition for a record 25th time. We also acknowledge the important 
role played by Art McRory as assistant manager in this remarkable record. 

▪ Peter Canavan, Eoin Gormley, Gerard Cavlan were all selected, and played 
for the Ireland team in the two-match Test series against Australia in the 
International Rules competition, during October. 

▪ Cormac McAnallen who added to his significant honours list by participating 
with Queen’s University Belfast in their successful Sigerson Cup campaign.  
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Tyrone Senior Football Panel – 2000 
 

 

 
 

Ulster and All-Ireland U-21 Football Champions  -  2000 
 
Back Row (l.-r.): D McCrossan, D O’Hanlon, K O’Brien, C Martin, C McAnallen (Capt.), P 
McConnell, G Devlin, E Mulligan, R Thornton, K Hughes, S Donnelly 
Centre Row (l.-r.): M Harte, A Lynch, E McGinley, S O’Neill, J Campbell, C Gourley, C 
Meenagh, C McGinley, B McGuigan, A O’Connor, G Maguire 
Front Row (l.-r.): B Donnelly, P O’Neill, M Hughes, A Ball, M McGee 
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U-21 Team 
 
Managers Mickey Harte and Fr Gerard McAleer began their second year in 
charge at this level by bringing together a panel of players from their successful 
U-18 squads of 1997 and 1998. 
They participated in the Hastings Cup competition organised by the Longford 
County Committee, which commenced pre-Christmas and enjoyed successes 
against Longfort, Ros Comáin and Iar-Mhí in the opening rounds in January. 
There were victories over Liatroim, in the semifinal, and An Dún in the final 
played in Longford. 
 
In the opening round of the Ulster Championship Tír Eoghain enjoyed home 
advantage against Ard Mhaca; this proved to be a most one-sided affair in which 
the visitors could only manage two pointed scores and Tír Eoghain had a winning 
margin of 19 points. 
Semifinal opponents Muineachán provided sterner opposition for three-quarters 
of this match, again played in Omagh. In the closing stages Tír Eoghain powered 
away showing much greater ability, skill,  flair and teamwork. 

In the final, against Dún na nGall, Tír Eoghain were slow to settle but were never 
behind on the scoreboard. There was a comfortable five point interval lead which 
was stretched to a massive fourteen points by the final whistle. In the second half 
Tír Eoghain had performed with fluency and class in almost all sectors of the field 
and were most worthy winners of their first title at U-21 level since 1992.    
  
The All-Ireland semifinal took place in Carrick-on-Shannon on 29th April against 
the Connacht champions – Gaillimh. With poor underfoot conditions Tír Eoghain 
struggled to find their Ulster championship form and were fortunate to trail by 
only two points at the break. In the second half, however, the side played with 
much greater purpose and determination, and showing their true character they 
restricted the opposition to a solitary point. By the end they had eased into a 
seven point lead, which should have been much greater but for an abundance of 
wayward shooting. 
 
In the All-Ireland final Tír Eoghain were faced with the surprise kingpins of 
Munster – Luimneach; they had reached this stage with fully merited victories 
against Corcaigh, Port Lairge and Iar-Mhí. Although Tír Eoghain opened the 
scoring, the two sides were neck and neck until the quarter stage, when Tír 
Eoghain scored an excellent goal; however, rather than building upon this, they 
relaxed and failed to score again in the first half, while Luimneach pulled up to 
within a point. Within seven minutes of the break Tír Eoghain had the ball in their 
opponents net twice, and this effectively terminated their challenge. Both defence 
and attack were playing soundly, skillfully and accurately with the result that Tír 
Eoghain surged ahead in the closing stages to finish with a winning margin of 
eight points. So, Tír Eoghain collected their third All-Ireland U-21 title, after a 
break of eight years, and this surely was a deserved rich reward for those 
players who, in 1997 had won the hearts of the nation in reaching, but losing the 
All-Ireland minor final. The only disappointing feature of this U-21 campaign was 
the poor attendance of supporters from the county to witness this historic 
success. 
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Congratulations is extended to this outstanding panel of players on their 
magnificent achievement in 2000, and to their management team of Fr Gerad 
McAleer and Mickey Harte who were also in charge for the successes in 1997 
and 1998.   
 
All-Ireland Champions’ Panel: Pascal McConnell (Newtownstewart), Gavin 
Devlin (Ardboe), Darren O’Hanlon (Errigal Ciaran), Michael McGee 
(Loughmacrory), Adrian Ball (Clann na nGael), Ciaran Gourley (Rock), Declan 
McCrossan (E. R. Uí Néill) (0-02), Cormac McGinley (Errigal Ciaran), Cormac 
McAnallen (Capt.) (Eglish) (1-05), Kevin Hughes (Killeeshil) (1-05), Joe Campbell 
(Dromore) (0-09), Brian McGuigan (Ardboe) (1-07), Stephen O’Neill (Clann na 
nGael) (1-07), Mark Harte (Errigal Ciaran) (1-16), Richard Thornton (Coalisland) 
(3-04), Eoin Mulligan (Cookstown) (1-07), Gareth Maguire (Cookstown), Brendan 
Donnelly (Eglish), Stephen Donnelly (Aghaloo) (0-01), Martin Hughes (Clonoe), 
Conor Martin (Eglish), Enda Mc Ginley (Errigal Ciaran), Ciaran Meenagh 
(Loughmacrory), Kevin O’Brien (Dromore), Aidan O’Connor (Kildress) (0-01), 
Aidan Lynch (Castlederg), Peter O’Neill (Gortin).   

  

Minor Team 
 
The U-18 team of 2000 emulated their counterparts of the previous year by 
retaining the Ulster League title under the guidance of Martin Coyle and Liam 
Donnelly. They did so on the basis of victories achieved at the expense of An 
Dún, Aontroim, Ard Mhaca and An Mhí in the ordinary rounds, and a somewhat 
fortunate success over Muineachán, by the most slender margin, in the Ulster 
final.   
Progress continued in the Ulster Championship with a first round runaway victory 
against a feeble Ard Mhacha side in Clones on a scoreline of 3-10 to 0-04 but the 
semifinal proved to be a much more competitive affair where the winning margin 
was only four points. In the Ulster final – the third in four years -  the opponents 
were old rivals Doire; here Tír Eoghain played well in spasms, with many good 
individual performances but unfortunately there was very little evidence of sound 
teamwork on display. Despite several good scoring chances the team paid the 
price and lost narrowly by three points. 

Those who represented Tír Eoghain in the league and championship of 2000 
were: 
Peter Ward (Dromore), Aidan O’Kane (Dregish) (0-01), Shane Sweeney 
(Aghyaran), Niall Quinn (Kildress), Conor Mullan (Cookstown), Owen Devine 
(Aghyaran), Paddy O’Farrell (Capt.) Coalisland) (1-02), Kelvin Hughes 
(Donaghmore) (0-01), Peter Donnelly (Coalisland) (0-02), Ryan O’Neill (Moy) (1-
01), Paddy McMahon (Omagh), Sean Cavanagh (Moy) (0-06), Anthony 
McGonigale (Urney) (0-02), Martin Penrose (Aghyaran) (0-04), Shane Mallon 
(Killeeshil) (1-13), John Devine (Errigal Ciaran), Michael Garry (Dromore), 
Stephen McNeice (Coalisland), Rory McCann (Errigal Ciaran), Austin Donaghy 
(Dromore), Cormac McAleer (Omagh), Leo Meenan (Killyclogher), Aidan 
McCarron (Fintona) (0-01), Paul O’Neill (Kildress), Brian Maguire (Galbally), Paul 
Quinn (Errigal Ciaran), Mark McCullagh (Loughmacrory),  Kevin Stewart 
(Coalisland), Ryan Cunningham (Dromore),  Emmett O’Hanlon (Errigal Ciaran). 
(Scores are for championship only)  
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SCÓR   CLÁR     –     2000 

An Sraith Náisiúnta (1999-2000)  

Roinn 1A 

Deireadh Fomhair 31  Tír Eoghain  1-13  Átha Cliath    0-09 at Omagh 
Samhain 14  Tír Eoghain  1-08  Ciarraí           2-19 at Tralee 
Nollaig 05  Tír Eoghain  0-11  Ros Comain  2-08 at Dungannon 
Feabhra 13  Tír Eoghain  0-10  Dún na nGall 0-10 at Ballybofey 
Márta 05  Tír Eoghain  1-11  Gaillimh         0-15 at Omagh 
Márta 26  Tír Eoghain  1-12  Corcaigh        0-12 at Cork 
Aibreán 09  Tír Eoghain  1-08     Ard Mhacha   0-13 at Dungannon 
 
Corn Mhic Chionnaoith 

Márta 12  Tír Eoghain  0-14  Muineachán  1-10 at Dungannon 
Aibreán 02  Tír Eoghain  2-09  Doire             0-08 at Coalisland 
Aibreán 16  Tír Eoghain  2-09  An Cabhán    1-18 at Clones 
 
An Chraobh Shinnsear 

Meitheamh  04 Tír Eoghain  0-08  Ard Mhaca    0-12 at Clones              
 
Faoi-21 
Márta 11  Tír Eoghain  3-12  Ard Mhaca    0-02       at Omagh 
Aibreán 01  Tír Eoghain  1-12  Muineachán  0-06       at Omagh 
Aibreán 16  Tír Eoghain  1-18  Dún na nGall 1-04       at Clones 
Aibreán 29  Tír Eoghain  1-10  Gaillimh        1-06         

         at Carrick-on–Shannon 
Bealtaine 13  Tír Eoghain  3-12  Luimneach     0-13 at Mullingar 
 
Faoi-18 

Lég 

Márta 18  Tír Eoghain  1-11  An Dún         0-12 at Dungannon 
Márta 25  Tír Eoghain  3-16  Aontroim       0-09 at Casement Pk 

Aibreán 01  Tír Eoghain  1-13  Ard Mhaca    0-03 at Dungannon 
Aibreán 08  Tír Eoghain  1-08  An Mhí          0-07 at Coalisland 
Aibreán 22  Tír Eoghain  2-10  Muineachán  1-12 at Armagh 
(League Final)  
 
An Chraobh 

Meitheamh  04 Tír Eoghain  3-10  Ard Mhaca    0-04 at Clones             
Meitheamh  25 Tír Eoghain  0-12  Muineachán  0-08 at Clones   
Iúil 16   Tír Eoghain  1-11  Doire             2-11 at Clones             
  
 

Achomhaireacht 

 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Mionúr 8 7 0 1 

Faoi-21 5 5 0 0 

Sinnsear 11 4 1 6 
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HURLING 
 

Senior Team 

National Hurling League – 2000 
 
For the Senior county team the year 2000 turned out to be one of the most 
dismal for quite a long time. Playing in Division 2, the county would have 
required a fully fit, full strength team with a strong management available for 
every fixture. Unfortunately this was never the situation in the season just 
ended.  
Problems arose before a sliotar was even pucked with the inability of the 
county to attract a manager from within any of the six hurling Clubs. 
Consequently, no training or coaching of the panel took place prior to the 
opening league game against Cill Dara, Eventually this problem was resolved 
with the management role being filled by John Crossey, Barney Cunningham, 
Terry McGowan and Peter McCaughey, only to find then that not all players 
were prepared to attend training nor make themselves available for matches. 
In addition there was a significant loss of very experienced players from the 
squad of 1999 due to retirements and emigration. These latter difficulties 
persisted throughout the course of the NHL and were reflected in the hefty 
scorelines ran up by opposition, which a year earlier, Tír Eoghain had been 
able to survive against.  

The all-time low of the season came in mid-May, the week after a first-round 
Ulster championship victory, when Tír Eoghain could not field a team to play 
Cill Mhantáin in Arklow. In the seven other league games played, Tír Eoghain 
lost heavily, with their best performance taking place against Ceatharlach in 
Dungannon in front of a large home crowd, at the curtain-raiser to the Ard 
Mhaca NFL fixture. 
 
At the conclusion of the league Tír Eoghain and Ard Mhacha were tied, 
pointless, at the bottom of Division 2 with their postponed fixture still 
outstanding until the end of October; this game was also lost, with the result 
that there was a final opportunity to survive in Division 2, by playing off with 
the Division 3 winners An Lú.     
 

Championship 

In the Junior Championship Tír Eoghain had a first round victory against 
Muineachán in Dungannon winning with a four points margin. In the semi-
final, played at Clones as curtain-raiser to the replay of the NFL final, Tír 
Eoghain – with one of their strongest sides of the year available - never 
fulfilled their potential against the second string from An Dún, and slipped out 
of the competition losing by seven points.   
 

Players who represented Tír Eoghain in the Ulster Junior Championship and 
their scoring achievements were: 

Martin Ward (Shamrock’s), Barry Winters (Dungannon), Shay O’Neill (Capt.) 
(Dungannon), Brian Daly (An Charraig Mhór), George Byrne (Naomh 
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Colmcille), Peter Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Kevin Cunningham (Omagh), Barry 
O’Neill (Killyclogher), John Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Ciaran McElhatton (0-02) 
(An Charraig Mhór), Paul Lavery (0-03) (Dungannon), Padraig Hughes (An 
Charraig Mhór),  Eamon Devlin (0-09) (Dungannon), Eamon Hughes (0-01) 
(An Charraig Mhór), Darren Murphy (Naomh Colmcille), Damian Quigg 
(Shamrock’s).  

Others who participated in the NHL were: 
Paul Sweeney, Noel Hurson, Oliver Kerr (all An Charraig Mhór), Michael 
McHugh, Stephen Woodhead, Brian McIntosh, Terry McIntosh, Ryan Winters 
(all Dungannon),  Damian McCallion (Killyclogher), Chris McDaid, Paul Duffy, 
Stephen McGettigan, Stephen Fawl (all Shamrock’s), Carl McCabe (Omagh), 
Damian O’Neill, Ryan O’Neill (both Naomh Colmcille).  

We acknowledge the efforts and contributions made by all of these players to 
the cause of hurling in Tír Eoghain in the year 2000, during some difficult 
circumstances. Also deserving of special praise for their perseverence are 
John Crossey and Barney Cunningham.  
 
It is fully recognised that the promotion of hurling is never going to be easy in 
this county mainly because of the low participation level and the small number 
of Clubs. Officials, coaches and managers at Club level have a heavy burden 
in preparing and training their own teams without even considering the 
onerous duties associated with county teams. However it is also worth 
pointing out that county teams are represented by the better Club players; 
there is no such individual as a County player only. Similarly, county team 
managements must come from the personnel who are involved with Clubs; a 
county team manager cannot be someone who is divorced from or has no 
involvement with his Club. A County Executive cannot manage and coach a 
county team.     
 

Under 21 Team  

At U-21 level Tír Eoghain were awarded a semifinal walkover against an 
Cabhán which brought the team up against Ard Mhacha in the Ulster Shield 
final. This game was played as curtain-raiser to the football championship 
fixture between Fear Manach and Dún na nGall in Ballybofey; while Tír 
Eoghain tried valiantly throughout, their lack of match practice contributed 
significantly to their heavy defeat. For their efforts in organising the U-21 team 
gratitude is due to Oliver McHugh and Ciaran Keyes. 
 

U-18 and U-16 Teams 

Ciaran was also in charge of the county minor team which participated in an 
extensive programme of matches between April and August, during the past 
season.  Indeed this was easily the county’s most successful team of 2000. 
This panel of players stormed through the Ulster League with victories against 
Aontroim, Muineachán, Dún na nGall, Fear Manach and an Cabhán to 
become the Division 2 champions. 

In the ‘C’ championship the same team were unfortunate to come up against a 
strong Ard Mhaca side and lost both at home and away to them; a single 
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away victory was recorded against an Lú who had earlier failed to field in 
Tyrone.  
Having knocked Tír Eoghain out of the U-21 and U-18 championships, Ard 
Mhacha did exactly the same at U-16 level. Here, in the ‘C’ championship, Tír 
Eoghain progressed to the final by winning against, yet again, Dún na nGall, 
Fear Manach and an Cabhán, but their luck ran out against the Orchard 
County. Congratulations is expressed to this panel of young players and 
manager Martin Boyle on their success in reaching this championship final.   

 

SCÓR   CLÁR     –     2000 

An Sraith Náisiúnta (2000)  

Roinn 2 

Feabhra 20 Tír Eoghain  0-04  Cill Dara       6-24  at Omagh 
Feabhra 27 Tír Eoghain  3-09   Ard Mhacha  0-07 at Armagh  
(Postponed to Deireadh Fomhair 22) 
Márta  12 Tír Eoghain  0-07  An Mhí          3-16 at Dunmoyle 
Márta  26 Tír Eoghain  0-09  Lonndain       0-17 at Carrickmore 
Aibreán 02 Tír Eoghain  0-04  An Dún          9-25 at Portaferry 
Aibreán 09 Tír Eoghain  2-11  Ceatharlach  1-20 at Dungannon 
Aibreán 16 Tír Eoghain  0-04  An Iarmhí       5-20 at Mullingar 
Aibreán 30 Tír Eoghain  1-09  Ros Comáin  5-10  at Omagh 
Bealtaine 14  Tír Eoghain (D.F.)  Cill Mhantáin  (W.O.)  at Arklow 
Samhain 18 Tír Eoghain     An Lú   at Armagh 
 
An Chraobh Shóisear 
Bealtaine 07  Tír Eoghain 0-15  Muineachán  2-06 at Dungannon 
Bealtaine 20  Tír Eoghain 1-04  An Dún         1-11 at Clones 
 

Faoi-21 

Meitheamh 03  Tír Eoghain (W.O.)  An Cabhán   (D.F.) at Dungannon 
Meitheamh 11  Tír Eoghain  1-05 Ard Mhacha  5-19 at Ballybofey  
(Ulster Shield Final) 
  
Faoi-18 

Lég 

Aibreán 01 Tír Eoghain  6-06  Aontroim (B) 1-01 at Randalstown 
Aibreán 08 Tír Eoghain  11-14  Muineachán   3-04 at Omagh 
Aibreán 15 Tír Eoghain  9-14  Dún na nGall 1-04 at Ballybofey 
Aibreán 29 Tír Eoghain  4-06  Fear Manach  1-04 at Omagh 
Bealtaine 13 Tír Eoghain  3-10  An Cabhán     2-12 at Tyholland 
  

An Chraobh  

Iúil 08  Tír Eoghain (W.O.)   An Lú   (D.F.)  at Omagh 
Iúil 15  Tír Eoghain  1-04  Ard Mhacha  2-11 at Armagh 
Iúil 29  Tír Eoghain  4-10  An Lú  1-02  at Knockbride 
Lúnasa 05  Tír Eoghain  1-06  Ard Mhacha  6-12 at Carrickmore   
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Faoi-16 

Iúil 05   Tír Eoghain  4-09  Dún na nGall  3-09 at Ballybofey  
Iúil 19   Tír Eoghain  4-04  Fear Manach   1-03 at Omagh 
Iúil 26   Tír Eoghain  3-05  An Cabhán      3-03 at Cavan 
Lúnasa 05  Tír Eoghain  0-03  Ard Mhacha    2-16 at Clones (Final) 
   

Achomhaireacht 

 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Faoi-16  4 3 0 1 

Mionúr 8 of 9 7 0 2 

Faoi-21 1 0 0 1 

Sinnsear 11 1 0 10 
 
 
 
 

Schools 
 
 
Schools in Tír Eoghain continue to promote Gaelic games at every level in the 
Primary and Secondary sectors. We express a deep debt of gratitude to all 
those teachers and coaches who insist on keeping the national games at the 
top of the sporting curriculum despite the influences of the powers that be to 
dilute and downgrade what is expected by our youth and their families. In 
recent years it has been insisted that all pupils be provided with the 
opportunities to learn the skills of, and to participate in, other sports; this has 
developed, with strong financial support, to such an extent that schools which 
were the strongholds of Gaelic games are now in a position to provide teams 
in other field codes. However, there is a scarcity of evidence to suggest that 
the reverse situation is occurring at any level in this county – we have  not 
witnessed the introduction of Gaelic football or hurling in any schools where 
rugby and / or soccer have been the traditional games, and we certainly are 
not aware of any inter-school challenge games taking place in our codes. 
Perhaps the national games are too demanding in terms of intrinsic skills. 
 
There is an important liaison role to be filled by Clubs with the schools which 
their youth members attend; at primary and post-primary levels there are 
many valuable and well-established links between some schools and Clubs, 
but this is certainly an area which should be given very serious consideration 
by every Club. The Club should not await an approach from the school, but 
instead should be looking at how it might make available support throughout 
the year. This might take the form of provision of equipment, playing gear, 
trophies or facilities; it may include financial assistance in the form of grant-aid 
or sponsorship; or it might be that the Club could make personnel available to 
the school to undertake coaching, the organising of mini-tournaments or the 
refereeing of games. Ignoring the schools of the parish is not an option for any 
Club. 
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In the past year it has been pleasing to note, yet again, the high level of 
participation in football competitions by so many schools at Primary, 
Vocational and College levels. The successes achieved are a fair reflection of 
the huge amount of work being done in the schools by devoted and committed 
teachers, mainly in a voluntary capacity.  
In congratulating all these schools on their major efforts, special mention must 
be made of: 
❑ St Ciaran’s, Ballygawley which won the Ulster U-14 title and, at U-18 level 

reached the semi-final of the Markey Cup 
❑ St. Joseph’s, Coalisland which contested the All-Ireland U-16 final 
❑ C.B.S. Omagh which narrowly lost the final of the Corn na nÓg against St 

Pius X, Magherafelt 
❑ The County Vocational Schools’ team which won the Ulster title for the 

fourth consecutive year with victories over Cavan and Monaghan at the 
semi-final and final stages. Indeed this side went on to overcome Mayo in 
the All-Ireland semi-final but found the Dublin team too difficult to cope with 
in the final, losing by a margin of three points. 

 
We sincerely thank all the schools, the teachers, the coaches and the 
managers for the important work done at youth level in the promotion of 
Gaelic games.   
        

 

County Minor Hurling Panel – 2000 

 

 

 

 



 

 7 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

Insurances and Players Injury Scheme 

 
As signalled in last year’s report to Convention a new upper range in the 
benefits payable became operative in the Players’ Injury Scheme in 2000. In 
general Capital, Death, Lifetime Disability, Medical and Dental benefits all had 
their maximum doubled; in addition, loss of wages benefits were increased to 
a maximum of £150 for weeks 2-4, and to £200 for weeks 5-28, i.e. effectively 
doubled. To pay for these vastly improved benefits the new fees struck were, 
£230 for each adult team, and £90 per youth team to a maximum of £450 per 
Club. For the majority of Clubs in Tír Eoghain then, the total premium 
amounted to £1100 approximately.  
A complete set of statistics for the operation of this year’s Injury Scheme is 
included on page 32. 
 
On analysis, this table indicates a fall in claims of 11% despite an overall 
increase in the number of games played during the season. Payments made 
to injured players for medical and dental benefits and towards losses in 
earnings totalled £38,822, but this figure rises to £55,803 when the 
outstanding payments for 1999 were fully processed through the Scheme. 
The total premiums paid by Clubs, in 2000, was £54,190 which clearly 
indicates a loss by the Scheme of £1,613,and this is significantly lower than 
last year’s county deficit. 
 
Further analysis of the claims paid to date reveal that 2 benefits were in 
excess of £2,500, a further 4 exceeded £2,000, 8 more were higher than 
£1,000 and another 11 were over £500. The type of injuries incurred by 
players are as expected in a physical contact sport and those occurring most 
frequently were: Knee – 24%, Ankle – 11.5%, Shoulder – 10%, Dental - 10%   
and Collarbone – 8%  
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PLAYERS' INJURY SCHEME  -  2000 (Nov. '99 - Oct. '00) 

        CLUB Adult Youth  Premium   No. of Claims  Amount 

 Teams  Teams Paid (£IR)   Claims Paid  Paid (£IR)  

County Teams 4 3 1190 3 2 1516.75 

Achadh Lú 2 4 820 1 1 1500.00 

Achadh Uí Arain 3 6 1140 2 0  

Árd Bó 3 6 1140 5 3 2550.00 

Eochar 3 4 1050 3 0  

Bearach 3 6 1140 0 0  

Bruach Áille 3 4 1140 3 2 735.84 

Brocach 2 4 820 1 1 2650.00 

An Charraig Mhór 3 7 1140 0 0  

Caisleán na Deirge 3 6 1140 1 0  

Clann na nGael 3 4 1050 0 0  

Clochar 3 4 1050 1 1 450.00 

Cluain Eo 3 6 1140 7 4 3190.30 

Oileán a'Ghuail 3 6 1140 3 1 3326.00 

An Chorra Chríochach 3 5 1140 1 1 2400.00 

Doire Lochain 3 6 1140 7 6 5841.04 

Doire Treasc 2 3 730 0 0  

Domhnach Mór 3 6 1140 1 1 1794.75 

Deargais 2 4 820 0 0  

An Droim Mór 3 4 1050 3 2 2250.00 

Droim Caoin 3 4 1050 1 1 474.42 

Droim Ratha 3 4 1050 1 1 450.00 

Dún Geanainn 3 6 1140 0 0 546.75 

Éadan na dTorc 2 0 460 1 0  

Eaglais 3 4 1050 1 0  

Eogahin Rua Uí Néill 2 4 820 4 0  

Aireagal Chiarán 3 6 1140 2 1 60.00 

Eiscreach 2 4 820 1 1 157.00 

Fionntamhnach 3 4 1050 0 0  

Gallbhaile 3 5 1140 5 2 3439.40 

Gleann Aichle 2 4 820 1 0  

An Goirtín 2 5 910 7 4 1996.75 

An Caisleán Glas 3 4 1050 0 0  

Cill Dreasa 3 5 1140 6 4 3568.64 

Cill Íseal 3 4 1050 0 0 296.97 

Coill an Chlochair 5 11 1600 2 0 2800.00 

Cill na mBán 2 0 460 1 1 120.45 
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        CLUB Adult Youth  Premium   No. of Claims  Amount 

 Teams  Teams Paid (£IR)   Claims Paid  Paid (£IR)  

Loch Mhic Ruairí 3 6 1140 0 0  

Baile na Móna 3 4 1050 3 3 5454.16 

An Mhaigh 2 5 910 1 0  

An Baile Nua 2 6 910 1 0  

An Ómaigh 5 9 1600 0 2 1152.57 

Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 3 5 1140 0 0  

An Charraig 3 6 1140 2 1 1900.00 

An Chraobh 2 4 820 2 2 880.00 

An Srath Bán 3 6 1140 2 1 824.50 

Taite Riabhach 3 4 1140 0 0  

Trí Leac 3 5 1140 1 0  

Urnaí 2 4 820 1 1 100.00 

An Charraig Mhór  (H) 2 4 820 1 1 234.00 

Dún Geanainn        (H) 2 5 910 2 2 3142.96 

Coill an Chlochair   (H) 0 0 0 0 0  

An Ómaigh            (H) 0 0 0 0 0  

Na Seamróga         (H) 2 3 730 0 0  

Naomh Colmcille    (H) 1 2 0 0 0  

Naomh Mhuire       (Y) 1 5 680 0 0  

Loughry College 1 0 230 0 0  

             TOTALS 147 255 54190 91 53 55803.25 

 

Voluntary Insurance  

 

In response to the frequently aired demands from players that there should be 
improved benefits for those who suffer injuries when representing their Clubs, 
Colleges and Counties, the Association introduced a Voluntary Insurance 
Scheme which became operative on 1st February 2000. Its main Benefits were 
the same as those payable under the Players’ Injury Scheme and were 
additional to them; the maximum benefit for loss of weekly wages was £200 
which operated for weeks 7-28, and, £400 for weeks 29-56, again where 
these were additional to the benefits available under the Players’ Injury 
Scheme.  
In addition to players, match officials were also eligible to join the scheme. 
Premiums were set at £10 for a Youth member and £20 for an adult. 
 
The uptake by members in Tír Eoghain could only be described as pathetic, 
with 180 adult and 32 youth having joined by the end of the year, leaving this 
county in eleventh lowest position. If this situation were sustained in 2001 it is 
highly likely that this Insurance Scheme would not be financially viable and 
would be discontinued. 
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A more serious effort must be made by many Clubs to make their playing 
members aware of the existence of this Scheme, its excellent benefits and its 
attractively low premium. Some Clubs have indicated that there was a lack of 
promotional information on the Scheme until too late in the year while others 
have suggested an apathetic response from players when full details were 
made available to them. There is now no scarcity of information leaflets 
available to Clubs and it is most important that if they wish to see this Scheme 
continue they must include it on the Clár for their monthly meetings as well as 
bringing it to the attention of players at their weekly training sessions. One of 
the big advantages of the scheme is that a player may join at time during the 
year. 
   

Public and Employers’ Liability Insurance 

 

It is pleasing to report that there has been no new claims notified under Public 
Liability or Employers Liability during 2000, although several are still being 
processed from earlier years. Perhaps this is due to an increased awareness 
by Clubs of the need for risk management on their grounds and facilities; it is 
important that all units within the county maintain a constant alert in this area.  
 
Earlier in the year all Clubs were issued with an Indemnity Agreement to be 
completed to the satisfaction of the Club when any outside body or 
organisation wishes to make use of Association property on its own behalf; 
each Club is urged to make certain that this is fully complied with on all 
occasions. 
 
Property Insurance 
 

Last year Property Insurance premiums were increased by one third and the 
hope expressed was that any future increase would not be as severe; 
unfortunately the increase for the current year (July 2000 to June 2001) has 
been even sharper, being listed as an additional 67%, which means that Tír 
Eoghain Clubs are faced with a premium of £20 018.  
This is attributable to two factors, (a) the large number and / or high cost of 
claims, and (b) the original poorly underestimated value of the property under 
the jurisdiction of the Association. Hopefully it can be assumed that now the 
property valuation has been corrected, and therefore future increases should 
be based solely on the extent of claims made against the insurers, or on the 
predicted outlook. 
 
Legal Cases 
 

In the past few years there has been a growing tendency for members of the 
Association, especially players who have suffered physical injury as a result of 
non-accidental contact during the course of games, or afterwards, to seek 
redress via legal proceedings. In order to successfully pursue such a claim for 
damages or compensation there is a requirement that a formal complaint be 
made to the police service, which must then be enquired into. One 
consequence of this is that statements will be sought from match officials, 
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competition administrators and other players who may have been witnesses, 
and this may create stressful situations for those concerned. The whole 
process may also take several years before being brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion and the fall-out from it can often sour relations between Clubs, as 
well as individuals, for many years further. 
 
Any player, member or supporter who purposely and intentionally causes 
physical injury to an opponent must be prepared to face all of these 
consequences and he must not expect his Club to offer either moral or 
financial support in such circumstances; no Club can support or even condone 
physical violence on the sports field. Each individual must take full 
responsibility for his actions during the course of a game and in its aftermath. 
  
The committee in charge of a fixture where intentional physical injury is 
caused to a player, or other member must investigate the matter rigorously 
and responsibly, taking into full account the referee’s report, and then deal 
promptly with the guilty party in accordance with the disciplinary code of the 
Association.  

This procedure must be implemented totally, irrespective of any legal 
proceedings or other investigations which are ongoing or pending.      
 
Publicity 
 

Gaelic games and other affairs of the Association continue to attract the 
widespread attention of all branches of the media. For their excellent 
coverage, genuine interest and provocative discussion we must express our 
sincere gratitude to the journalists, photographers, broadcasters and editors 
within the county, and at provincial and national levels.  
 
Activities at Club level undertaken by the PROs have been of a consistently 
high standard and for almost every Club the weekly ‘notes’ in the local press 
have been most informative and detailed. It is highly important that such work 
is continued and adopted by every Club during every week of the year, when 
there is some activity to preview or review. We acknowledge gratefully the 
space made available for Clubs in the weekly issues and a special word of 
congratulations is offered to the Ulster Herald on the excellent increase in 
coverage provided to the affairs of C.L.G. 
 
During 2000 there was the welcome launch of ‘Team Talk’, an exciting new, 
glossy publication devoted to the playing activities, in the main, of the GAA in 
Tír Eoghain; we wish C & K Publications every success with their excellent 
product. 
 
Sponsorship provided to Clubs and County ensures that the games, functions  
and other events attract significant publicity and can be promoted to the best 
advantage of the Association. At County level we pay tribute to the many 
financial supporters and sponsors who have been more than willing to be 
associated with Gaelic games and activities; special thanks is extended again 
to the county teams’ major sponsor - W J Dolan Construction - for the 
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generous support and assistance provided in what is now the final year of a 
three-year deal. 
 
Clubs are now acquiring greater financial support from sponsors, mainly by 
setting up arrangements with separate companies or businesses to be 
associated with their teams at different levels. Most entry level sponsorships 
have increased to £500 while the maximum amount agreed by a Club and its 
sponsors totalled £3,450. 
 
Approval was granted to the following 26 Clubs for their sponsorship 
arrangements in 2000: 
Achadh Uí Aráin, Bruach Áille, Clann na nGael, an Chorra Chríochach, Oileán 
a’Ghuail, Doire Treasc, Deargais, Droim Mór, Droim Caoin, Droim Ratha, Dún 
Geanainn, Aireagal Chiaráin, E.R. Uí Néill, Eiscreach, Gallbhaile, Gleann 
Áichle, Goirtín, Cill na mBán, Cill Íseal, Cill Dhreasa, an Mháigh, An Baile 
Nua, an Ómaigh (P), an Ómaigh (I), an Chraobh, and an Srath Bán.  

 

All-Ireland Finals’ Tickets 

Compared to 1999 figures this year’s allocation for the hurling and football 
finals was revised downwards by 12.5% due to the development work being 
undertaken with the old Hogan Stand. This came on top of a 10% reduction in 
1999. However for the football final replay, due to more seats being installed 
in the new Hogan Stand and in the Canal End Stand there was a most 
welcome additional 38 tickets made available to Tír Eoghain; this meant that 
every football club in the county was allocated five seated tickets. A 
breakdown of the tickets’ allocation is provided in Tables 1 and 2.    
 

  

Hurling Finals Number %  Football Finals 
Number 

% 

Hurling Clubs 
131 37.0  All Clubs 226 63.8 

Football Clubs 161 45.5  Co. Committee 28 7.9 

Co. Committee 11 3.1  Sub-committees 36 10.2 

Sub-Committees 26 7.3  Referees 26 7.3 

Managers/Players 12 3.5  Managers / Players 26 7.3 

Sponsors 4 1.1  Sponsors 6 1.7 

Past Officials 4 1.1  Past Officials 6 1.7 

Others 5 1.4  Totals 354 100 

Totals 354 100     

 
Table 1        Table 2   
 
 
 



 

 13 

New County Structures 
 
Following the presentation of the report by the Policy and Planning Committee 
arising from the Review of Structures at County Level, and its acceptance at 
Congress 2000, a number of significant changes were required within Tír 
Eoghain. In order to implement these changes in a manner which would best 
suit the needs of the Association in this county a small workgroup was 
established to bring forward proposals. These were accepted by Coiste Thír 
Eoghain in September and were adopted by delegates from all Clubs at a 
special Convention last October.  
 
While the full proposals, as passed, are included in Appendix1 the major 
changes in structures being implemented are:  
▪ the enlargement of the County Committee from a 14-person body to one 

consisting of 71 members, including one representative from each adult 
club 

▪ the inclusion of an Assistant Treasurer, a PRO, a Development Officer and 
a Coaching Officer 

▪ the appointment of eight sub-committees – Management, Games 
Administration, Development, Coaching and Games Development, 
Cultural, PR and Marketing, Youth and Referees 
 

It is recognised that the changes accepted at Congress might not allow the 
most suitable structures for administering the affairs of C.L.G. in Tyrone but it 
must be remembered that they have been introduced to fulfil the objective of 
increasing levels of effectiveness and efficiency at county level and to 
facilitate and promote effective liaison and communication between county, 
provincial and national committees. While there is some feeling that the 
existing structures in this county have served the Association well, there is an 
obligation on all to accept the changes made at national level, to allow them to 
have a fair trial and subsequently, where it is seen that there is need for 
amendment, to draft a motion or motions for submission to a future Congress. 
 
Minor adjustments in the membership of the proposed sub-committees can be 
made by amendment of appropriate bye-laws, but here again, it might be 
more useful to proceed initially on the basis set out in the structures of 
Appendix 1, since in general, it is easier to add to a sub-committee than to 
take from it. 
 
Additional sub-committees and workgroups can still be established, as before, 
where it is found that a particular need exists or a specific issue should be 
addressed.        
 
 
County Panels’ Finance Sub-Committee 
 

Following the adoption of the recommendations of the Amateur Status Report 
by Special Congress there was a requirement that a County Panels’ Finance 
sub-committee be appointed in each county.  
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It is pleasing to report that this sub-committee was established in Tír Eoghain 
during the last year with the following membership: 
 
▪ the County Treasurer  (who will be Cathaoirleach) 
▪ one of the appointed Senior Football Managers 
▪ one of the appointed Senior Hurling Managers 
▪ one representative of the Senior Football Panel 
▪ one representative of the Senior Hurling Panel 
▪ the Liaison Officer to the Senior Football Team 
▪ the Liaison Officer to the Senior Hurling Team 
 
Its terms of reference as laid down at national level are: 
▪ to be informed by the County Committee of how much of the Committee’s 

income will be allocated to the Budget for preparing County Teams for 
competition and for participation in these competitions, allowing for the 
other costs of the Committee and its anticipated level of income, and to 
make recommendations accordingly 

▪ to suggest what proportion of any ‘bonuses’ received from the 
Association’s national sponsorships for participation in the final stages of 
the major national competitions should be added to the County Panels’ 
Expenses budget 

▪ to monitor actual expenditure against the budget on a monthly basis and to 
identify the implications of any variances 

▪ to consider whether sufficient funds exist or can be secured to justify any 
special ‘once-off’ expenditures ranging from special travel arrangements, 
through week-end breaks to team holidays (for successful teams) 

▪ to evaluate any proposals from the senior county panel(s) including 
suggestions in relation to reduced travelling or meal expenses in lieu of 
alternative expenditures on behalf of the team(s) 

▪ to submit its proposals to the County Committee for ratification or 
amendment 

 

 

County Executive 

The general administration of the affairs of the Association in Tír Eoghain was 
the responsibility of the 14-member County Executive which held eighteen full 
committee meetings during the year. Despite the extensive quantity of work 
undertaken and the prolonged hours devoted to it, the attendance by all 
members could only be described as excellent (Table 3). Major work was also 
undertaken by the large range of sub-committees and work-groups, which 
reported on a monthly basis, generally, to representatives from all Clubs. 
For their contributions to the promotion and development of Cumann 
Lúthchleas Gael by their service on the various committees, sincere gratitude 
is expressed to all these voluntary workers. 
 
A special word of thanks to the Chairmen and Secretaries who carried the 
greatest burdens of responsibility: Peter Kennedy and Frank Rodgers (GAC), 
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Shane Corr and Michael Hughes (Referees), Seamus McDonald (Coaching & 
Development), Peter Kerr (Hurling Development), Liam Nelis (Grounds & 
Social Centres), Brendan Harkin (Communications), Jimmy Treacy 
(Millennium), Dermot McCaughey (Culture), Gerard Bradley (Finance), and 
Seamus Kilpatrick (Language). 
 
At last year’s Comhdháil, Anna McCaughey did not seek a position on the 
County Executive for the first time since her election in 1985. During her 
fifteen year term she was always renowned for her organisational skills and 
her keen interest in culture, particularly in Scór. Indeed these skills and 
interests have been called upon this year again with her service on the 
Culture sub-committee and her management of the end-of-year presentation 
functions.  
 
This year the outgoing Cisteoir, Gerard Bradley has indicated that he is 
stepping down as financial controller for the county after a period of ten years. 
Gerard was elected to Coiste an Chontae as Youth Officer firstly, in 1987 and 
he worked successfully in this capacity for four years prior to taking charge of 
finances. In the past decade he continued to work diligently at county level 
putting in place effective structures to control and monitor the extensive 
financial exchanges that are now a necessary feature of the Association. 
As he leaves this position we are pleased to see that the finances in the 
county have been managed into a strong and healthy state, and for this the 
full credit must go to Gerard. From a selfish viewpoint, it is surely hoped that 
his skills, talents and expertise will not be lost to the Association at county 
level.    
 
   
Buíochas  
 

For their generous contributions to the GAA, to date, I extend sincere and 
grateful appreciation to both Anna and Gerard.  
 
A word of thanks is offered to the liaison officers with the county teams, 
namely, Frank Campbell and Jim Curran (U-18 & U21 football), Peter Kerr (U-
16 & U-18 hurling), Seamus Kilpatrick (senior hurling) and Paul Doris (senior 
football). A debt of gratitude is also due to Paul and Jim Curran who are 
members of Comhairle Uladh and Jimmy Treacy who is the Tír Eoghain 
representative on Ard Chomhairle, for the work they undertake at these higher 
levels.  

Congratulations is expressed to Mark Conway (Kildress) and to Gerard 
Bradley on their merited selection to the national committees, dealing with the 
GAA Strategic Review  and IT, respectively. 
 
Thanks is also due to the Árd Stiúrthóir, Liam Ó Maolmhichíl and the sectional 
managers based in central office and to Donal Ó Murchú, Uachtarán 
Chomhairle Uladh for their assistance, co-operation and advice on many 
occasions throughout the year. 
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I thank all the members of Coiste an Chontae for their achievements in 2000, 
for their individual contributions of time and effort, and for their collective 
wisdom, understanding and co-operation.  
 
I pay a special tribute to Frank Campbell for his major involvement and for his 
worthy assistance and valued judgements at all times.  
 
Also, I acknowledge the work done by the Cathaoirleach; no task is too menial 
and no problem is too massive for Cuthbert Ó Donnaile. He is fully deserving 
of praise for the manner in which he fulfils his role and is owed a deep debt of 
gratitude for the effort and time which he devotes to this position.         
 
Finally I wish to express my thanks to the officers of all Clubs in Tír Eoghain, 
especially the Rúnaithe with whom I had most dealings, for their valued co-
operation, tolerance and support in the past year, on so many issues of 
various importance.  
 
 
         

COISTE AN CHONTAE  -  2000  

Cuthbert Ó Donnaile 15 
Liam Mac Niallais 16 
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 16 
Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil 15 
Gearóid Ó Brolcháin 15 
Séamas Ó Treasaigh 16 
Séamas Mac Domhnaill 14 
Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig 14 
Séamas Ó Corráin 13 
Pól Ó Dubhrósa 14 
Breandán Ó hEarcáin 15 
Peadar Mac Giolla Cheara 14 
Diarmaid  Mac Eochaidh 16 
Peadar Ó Cinneide 16 

 

Table 3 Attendance at Meetings 

 
 
 
COMBHRÓN 
 
As the year 2000 draws to a close we recall the sad losses which have been 
experienced by players, officials and members of the Association in Tír 
Eoghain.  

In particular we remember Peter Tracey from Gortin, the son of prominent 
referee, John who died in a traffic accident; Martin Duffy, brother of county 
senior hurler, Paul who also died as a result of a traffic accident; sympathy is 
extended also to Danny Ball, former team manager and to County Chairman 
Cuthbert Donnelly on the loss of their mothers; to John Crossey, senior 
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hurling manager on the death of his brother Paul; to senior football manager 
Eugene McKenna, and Seamus Kilpatrick, Irish Language officer, each of 
whom lost their fathers.  
 
We offer condolences to all the bereaved, to their families and to their Clubs. 
Finally we remember al the other Club members who have suffered the loss of 
loved ones during the course of the past twelve months.  
 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain – 2000 

 

Back (l.-r.): S Kilpatrick, B Harkin, F Campbell, J Curran, P Doris, P Kennedy, 
S McDonald 
Front (l.-r.): J Treacy, D McCaughey, G Bradley, C Donnelly, D McCaughey, L 
Nelis, P Kerr  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 18 

 

Other Issues 
 
 

Healy Park Development 
 

During the past five years major physical development has been undertaken 
at Healy Park Omagh under the joint auspices of Cumann Naomh Éanna and 
Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain. The result is a well-established playing facility 
which can accommodate up to 20 000 spectators in total safety and security, 
on terracing constructed around all four sides of the ground. This of course is 
much more than anything that would be required by the Club for its own 
domestic fixtures, but it is needed by the county to facilitate county finals, NFL 
fixtures and Ulster championship games. 
 
The next stage of the planned development is the erection of a covered stand 
along that side of the pitch adjacent to the Social Centre; the Club Committee 
and the County Committee have given this detailed consideration and have 
now obtained outline planning permission to progress their agreed 
development. With Healy Park being classified as the primary ground in 
Tyrone it becomes eligible to draw on significant new funding provided by the 
government in the north through its Sports Council. It is expected that final 
plans will be approved for this important and significant county development in 
the early part of 2001 and that construction will commence immediately 
afterwards. 
 
On completion, the Omagh Club could then not only boast one of the best 
playing fields in Ulster but also the most superior spectator facilities to match.    
   

Websites 

Approximately 12 months ago Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain moved further 
along the IT road with the launch of its own website with address 
www.tyronegaa.com. The obvious benefits of this to date are that information 
about the affairs of the Association can be brought readily to the attention of 
all members and supporters, but especially to those who are somewhat more 
remote. Links that have been set up allow ‘surfers’ to obtain fixtures and 
results from all other counties in addition to those within our own, and they 
also allow Club sites to be visited.  
 
This is an area which requires much further consideration and development 
and the major difficulty will be, as in most other aspects of IT, keeping up with 
the constant change. Another problem associated with the maintenance of 
any website is that of ensuring that it is continuously updated, and not allowed 
to become stale. 
 
The same problems and difficulties are encountered by Clubs which have 
established their own websites; one additional issue that requires urgent 
attention by a number of Clubs is that of ‘guestbooks’ where comments and 

http://www.tyronegaa.com/
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statements are invited. While the original intention of these was to promote 
interest, discussion, even debate, the quality of comment and standards that 
are now associated with some are not what is considered acceptable to this 
Association. The Clubs concerned must address this matter immediately by 
taking full responsibility for everything that is included on their webpages, 
irrespective of who its author is. Any Club which fails to take action will be 
called before a disciplinary hearing and will be dealt with in the same manner 
as one which allows its name to be used for discrediting the Association in 
any other manner. 
 
Any Club which requires assistance in this area is welcome to approach any 
of the IT Workgroups in existence at county, provincial and national levels. 
 

New Disciplinary Rules 

The new Disciplinary Rules which underwent experimentation in 1999 and 
subsequently were accepted at Comhdháil 2000 have been broadly welcomed 
by players at all levels, and by referees as well as by the administrators. The 
novel concept of not having a period of suspension operative in the months of 
December and January for misconduct on the field of play has proved 
worthwhile in dealing with offenders who commit offences at the end of a 
playing season; no longer can they virtually escape any punishment, but there 
may be some justification in extending this two month period to include 
February. 
 
The double yellow card suspension for the duration of a game has also 
usefully addressed an issue of some contention relating to what is described 
as the habitual offender, as well as being helpful to spectators in interpreting 
decisions from a distance.  
 
All of these changes require a meticulous approach on the part of 
administrators towards record keeping of offences, since players repeating the 
same offences within a period of 48 weeks, must be suspended for not less 
than double the minimum, while those sent off for the duration of a game must 
be suspended for a minimum of two weeks. With some players being active 
for college teams, club teams and county teams it can be difficult to keep track 
of periods of suspensions without good liaison between the various governing 
committees. 
 

New Championship Format           

Following the Special Congress of October we look forward to major changes 
in the senior football championships of 2001 and 2002. No-one can predict the 
impact that the format will have either at county or club level and this is why it 
is so important that it be trialled for a couple of years before final decisions are 
taken. 
 
The pros and cons of the changes have been well publicised and debated but 
until a calendar of county fixtures is drawn up, it will not be possible to 
determine when Club championships will get underway. With the new format, 
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every county, apart from the provincial winners is guaranteed a minimum of 
one extra game, and because the additional game(s) will be against a team or 
teams already knocked out of the championship, the probability of success will 
be greater. Hence the inter-county playing period will be extended, and so the 
timing of the Club championship will require careful consideration. 
 
The issue of venues when a ‘stronger’ and a ‘weaker’ county being drawn 
together in Rounds 1 and 2 of the All-Ireland Qualifier series is one which still 
causes some concern. It has been accepted that the venues will be those of 
the ‘weaker’ counties although this fails to take into account the possibility of 
extremely lengthy journeys, the associated costs and the discouragement of 
supporters to travel. If such matches are fixed for Saturdays the implications 
are even more serious. In addition, there are no clear criteria set out for the 
selection of up to sixteen weaker counties, and there appears to be no 
appeals mechanism against a decision to classify a county team as being 
weaker or stronger. 
 
It is hoped that these matters can be fully addressed well in advance of the 
new championship commencing, rather than being matters of contention when 
it has proceeded. 
 

International Rules Series 

As Cumann Lúthchleas Gael enters the fourth and final year of the current 
involvement with the Australian Football League, it would now seem to be an 
appropriate time to set up a special work group to consider the future links. At 
present the high profile aspect of the venture is the Test Series consisting of 
two games played at international level on an annual basis. These have 
afforded excellent opportunities to some of the best players of Gaelic football 
to be selected to represent their country, and of course there can be no higher 
honour for any sportsman. 
 
This apart it is difficult to pinpoint any other advantages that have accrued to 
this Association. 
 
The recent games themselves have been heavily promoted and have 
attracted large attendances in both countries but one wonders whether   
spectators have travelled on the basis of the curiosity factor; many have 
indicated that having seen what was on offer, they would not make a second 
visit to one of these games. In a period when there is a highlighted campaign 
at national level to improve the standards of discipline in Gaelic games it was 
most disheartening to witness incidents of wanton violence and even thuggery 
in the latest series, with no apparent penalties being imposed. What message 
does this transmit to young, impressionable players. 
 
In considering the future viability of this international series, our Association 
must consider what has been learned from it; how have our players benefited, 
either individually or collectively, from playing under these compromise rules; 
how has C.L.G. as an organisation gained from it; are the series to be used by 
the AFL as a scouts’ bonanza where the best players can be identified for 
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coaxing to Australia; what benefits have there been to the GAA and its Clubs 
in Australia; what is the objective in players being selected, (a) at under-17 
level – which is not a recognised age category within the Association, and (b) 
to represent their country participating in an artificial game that is not played at 
club, college, county or provincial level. 
 
Certainly, it was correct to explore the possibilities of creating an international 
dimension with the Australian Football League. Now when the experiment 
concludes in 2001 it would appear to be the appropriate time to declare that 
there is no future in this type of series which does nothing to further the 
promotion or development of Gaelic football. The experiment does not need to 
be repeated. 
 

 

 

All-Ireland U-21 Champions Celebrate 
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AFFILIATED CLUBS  -  2000 
 
 

HURLING (6) 
Carrickmore, Dungannon, Killyclogher, Naomh Colmcille, Omagh, Shamrocks. 

 

FOOTBALL 
SENIOR (Division 1A) (16) 
Ardboe, An Charraig Mhór, Clann na nGael, Clonoe, Coalisland, Cookstown, 
Donaghmore, Edendork, Eglish, Errigal Ciaran, Galbally, Killyclogher, 
Moortown, Omagh, Strabane, Trillick. 
 

SENIOR (Division 1B) (8) 
Aghyaran, Brackaville, Dromore, Drumquin, Dungannon, Kildress, 
Loughmacrory, Moy.  
 

INTERMEDIATE (Division 2) (16) 
Aghaloo, Beragh, Derrylaughan, Drumragh, E. R. Uí Néill, Fintona, Gortin, 
Greencastle, Killeeshil, Killyman, Newtownstewart, Pomeroy, Rock, 
Stewartstown, Tattyreagh, Urney. 
 

JUNIOR (Division 3) (8) 
Augher, Brockagh, Castlederg, Clogher, Derrytresk, Dregish, Eskra, Glenelly.  

 

YOUTH (1) 
Naomh Mhuire 

 
 
 

 
 

County Minor Football Champions – 2000 
Na Fianna, Oilean a’Ghuail 
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COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS SUMMARY – 2000 
 
 
SENIOR FOOTBALL 
Round 1 
Dromore  1-12  Cookstown   0-10   at Omagh 
Moortown  1-10 Edendork   0-12  at Carrickmore 
Kildress  0-08 An Charraig Mhór 2-12  at Coalisland 
Drumquin  0-06 Errigal Ciaran 4-16  at Omagh 
Aghyaran  1-13 Moy    3-11  at Carrickmore 
Eglish   1-07 Dungannon   0-10  at Coalisland 
 (Replay  2-06    2-04  at Dunmoyle) 
Donaghmore  3-12 Clann na nGael  0-09  at Omagh 
Omagh  2-11 Brackaville  4-09  at Dungannon 
 
Round 2 
Ardboe  0-11 Galbally   0-08  at Edendork 
Donaghmore  1-10 Errigal Ciaran 1-10  at Pomeroy 
  (Replay  2-06    2-08               at Pomeroy)    
Clonoe   0-10  Dromore  0-10  at Pomeroy 
   (Replay  1-05    2-08               at Omagh)    
Trillick   0-07 Killyclogher  1-09  at Dromore 
Loughmacrory 0-08 Moortown  0-10  at Donaghmore 
Coalisland  3-10 Brackaville  2-07  at Edendork 
An Charraig Mhór 1-05  Moy   0-08  at Donaghmore 
   (Replay  2-09    1-03               at Donaghmore)    
Eglish   0-10 Strabane  1-09  at Omagh 
 
Round 3  
Errigal Ciaran 1-08 Coalisland  0-08  at Carrickmore 
Ardboe  0-10 Killyclogher  1-07  at Edendork 
   (Replay  3-11    0-14              at Edendork)    
Moortown  0-07 An Charraig Mhór 1-08  at Edendork 
Dromore  0-09 Strabane  2-07  at Carrickmore 
 
Semifinals 
Errigal Ciaran 1-14 Strabane  0-04  at Omagh 
Ardboe  0-09 An Charraig Mhór 0-11  at Dungannon 
 
Final 
Errigal Ciaran 0-11 An Charraig Mhór 1-08  at Omagh 
   (Replay  1-10    0-09               at Omagh)    
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INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL 
Round 1  
Newtownstewart 3-08 Gortin  3-09  at Killyclogher 
Aghaloo  1-16  Urney  2-10   at Killyclogher  
Greencastle  0-07 Tattyreagh  0-07  at Dunmoyle 
   (Replay  1-12   2-07               at Carrickmore) 
Derrylaughan 0-14 Killeeshil 1-08  at Donaghmore 
Beragh  1-13  Killyman  2-06   at Dunmoyle   
Fintona  1-08 Rock  0-13  at Donaghmore 
E. R. Uí Néill  0-06 Drumragh 2-07   at Drumquin 
Stewartstown 0-11 Pomeroy  0-11  at Dungannon 
   (Replay  0-06   2-04               at Carrickmore) 
 
Round 2     
Aghaloo   0-06 Pomeroy   0-07  at Dunmoyle  
Drumragh  0-09 Derrylaughan  1-10  at Pomeroy 
Beragh  3-06 Rock    0-08  at Pomeroy 
Gortin   1-07 Greencastle   1-06  at Carrickmore 
 
Semifinals 
Pomeroy  0-05 Beragh   2-15  at Dunmoyle   
Gortin   5-07 Derrylaughan  2-04  at Dunmoyle   
 
Final 
Beragh  0-11 Gortin  0-11  at Carrickmore 
   (Replay  1-07   0-05              at Carrickmore) 
 
 
JUNIOR FOOTBALL 
 
Round 1 

Glenelly  3-12 Brockagh 2-07  at Galbally 
Eskra   0-11 Dregish 2-08    at Killyclogher 
Derrytresk  2-10 Augher 1-13  at Galbally 
 (Replay  1-05   5-13               at Edendork) 
Clogher   2-11  Castlederg 0-06  at Killyclogher 
 
Semifinals 
Augher  1-05 Clogher  0-08  at Fintona    
 (Replay  0-07   1-10               at Fintona) 
Dregish  2-05 Glenelly 1-08  at Fintona    
 (Replay  1-11   0-05               at Gortin) 
 
Final 
Clogher  0-16 Dregish 0-08  at Carrickmore 
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SENIOR HURLING 
Round 1 
Shamrocks  5-12 Naomh Colmcille  2-03 at Carrickmore 
Omagh  2-13 Killyclogher       0-04 at Omagh 
 
Round 2 
Killyclogher  1-05 Shamrocks       1-08 at Killyclogher 
Omagh  6-14 Naomh Colmcille  1-05 at Carrickmore 
 
Round 3 
Shamrocks  0-03 Omagh    2-07  at Strabane 
Naomh Colmcille W.O. Killyclogher      D.F.   
 

Semifinals 
Dungannon   4-10 Omagh          0-07 at Clogher 
Shamrocks        1-07 An Charraig Mhór  2-12 at Omagh 
 
Final 
Dungannon   0-09 An Charraig Mhór   0-07  at Omagh 
 
 

ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Football 
Round 1 
Errigal Ciaran  1-08 Clonduff   0-10  at Newry 
 
Semifinals 
Errigal Ciaran  2-10 Castleblayney  1-09 at Clones 
 

Final 
Errigal Ciaran  1-04 Bellaghy  1-10 at Clones 
 
 
 

Hurling 
Round 1  
Dungannon   1-09 Castleblayney 2-06  at Castleblayney  
 (Replay:  2-09    0-04 at Dungannon  ) 
 
Round 2  
Dungannon   5-11 Mullahoran  1-08 at Dungannon 
 

Shield Final 
Dungannon   2-11 Lisbellaw  2-10 at Clones 
 

Semifinal 

Dungannon   2-04 Slaughtneil  3-13 at Dungannon 
 



 

 26 

 

LIOSTA NA LAOCH 
 
 
IOMÁNA 
Competition Winner    Runner-up 

Sinsear C. Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn   C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   

Fé-21  C. Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn   C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór  

Mionúir C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   Cumann na Seamrog   

Fé-16  C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór  Cumann na Seamrog  

Fé-14  C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   C. Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn   

Féile na nGael C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   C. Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn  
   

 
PEIL 

Competition Winner    Runner-up 

Sinsear Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin  Naomh Colmcille, an Carraig Mhór   

Idirmheanach Cumann na Craoibhe Rua, Bearach  Naomh Pádraig, An Goirtín    

Soisear C. Éire Óig, Clochar   C. Phiarais Óig, Deargais   

U-21 (1) C. Uí Dhonnabháin Rossa, Ard Bó   C. Aireagail Chiaráin  

U-21 (2) Clann na nGael    C. an Phiarsaigh, Fionntamhnach   

 

Mionúir (1) Cumann na bhFian, Oilean a’Ghuail Naomh Damhnata, An Droim Mór  

Mionúir (2) Naomh Mhuire, Cill Íseal   Naomh Mhic Artain, Tri Leac   

Mionúir (3) Naomh Mhic Artain, Eochar  C. Uilf Tóin, Droim Caoin  

 

Fé-16 (1) Naomh Mhuire, Ceapach  Naomh Mhuire, Cill Íseal   

Fé-16 (2) C. Thomáis Uí Cleirigh, Dún Geanainn C. Eoghain Rua, Bruach Áille 

Fé-16 (3) C. Thír na nÓg, an Mhaigh  C. Éire Óig, Clochar 

 

Fé-14 (1)  An Chorra Chríochach   C. Uí Raithile, Cluain Eo   

Fé-14 (2)  C. Uilf Tóin, Cill Dhreasa   C. na Clairsigh, An Chraobh   

Fé-14 (3) Naomh Colm Cille, Urnaí  Naomh Eoghain, an Baile Nua  

Féile  An Chorra Chríochach   Naomh Mhuire, Cill Íseal    

  

Corn S. Uí  Cumann an Phiarsaigh, Gallbhaile   N.Dabhóg,Achadh Uí Aráin 

Doibhlinn 

Corn F. Uí Néill C. Uí Dhonnabháin Rossa, Ard Bó  An Chorra Chríochach        

Corn S. Mhic  C. Chaoimhín de Barra, Doire Locháin    Naomh Eoghain, an Baile Nua  
Oireachtaigh 
Corn M. Mhic  Cumann Naomh Pádraig, An Goirtín  C. an Phiarsaigh, Fionntamhnach   
Giolla Dhuibh 
 



 

 27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUARASCÁLA NA FO-CHOISTI 
 

(SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS) 
 
   

 

    1. Coiste na Gaeilge    

    2. Bórd na Réiteoirí  

    3. Millennium Committee   

    4. Scór 

    5. Coiste Oiliúna & Forbártha  

    6. Coiste na bPáirceanna 

                                            7. Oifigeach na nÓg   
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NA FO-CHOISTI  -  2000 
 
 
 
 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí    Bórd na Réiteoirí 
Peter Kennedy (Cathaoirleach)    Shane Corr (Cathaoirleach) 
Frank Rodgers (Rúnaí)     Michael Hughes (Rúnaí) 
Patsy Gallagher (Cisteoir)     Patsy Taggart (Cisteoir) 
Sean Begley       Eamon Mullin 
Sean McConnell     P. J. McDermott 
Eugene  McConnell      Alan Richardson 
Kevin Skelton       Sean Ruddy 
Gerry McElroy      Dessie Slater 
P. J. McDermott      Martin Sludden 
Oliver McSorley 
John Gill 
 

Coiste Iomána       Coiste na bPáirceanna 
Peadar Mac Giolla Cheara (Cathaoirleach)  Liam Mac Niallais (Cathaoirleach) 

George Byrne       Johnny Dooher 
Damian O’Neill      Michael McGoldrick 
Peter Quinlivan      Brian McLernon 
Matt McDermott      Donal Magee 
Barry O’Neill          
 

Coiste Airgeadais      Coiste Cultúir  
Gearóid Ó Brolcháin (Cathaoirleach)   Dermot McCaughey (Cathaoirleach)  

Sean McGuigan      Eamon Campbell  
Frank Campbell      Pat McCartan (Cisteoir)  
Aidan O’Neill       Cormac McAleer  
Liam Nelis      Seamus Kilpatrick  
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh    Anna McCaughey  
Brian Hackett      Michael McCaughey 
Ciaran McKenna 

    
Coiste Oiliúna & Forbártha   Millennium 
Séamas Mac Dónaill (Cathaoirleach)   Séamas Ó Treasaigh (Cathaoirleach) 

Pat McGivern      Mark Conway (Runaí) 
Terry McCann      Gearóid Ó Brolcháin (Cisteoir) 

Paul Maxwell      Pat Blee 
Bernie McGirr       Hugh McAleer 
Michael Hughes     Shay McKeown  

       Kevin Teague 

        
 
Coiste na Gaeilge     Coiste Comhfhreagrais 
Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig (Cathaoirleach) Breandán Ó hEarcáin  
Micheál Ó Duifigh     Dermot McCaughey    
Cormac Mac Giolla Uidhir  Frank Rodgers  
       Eugene McConnell 
       Alan Rodgers 
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Coiste na Gaeilge 
 

Cathaoirleach: Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig 
 

In line with the directive from Páirc an Chrócaigh to try to increase the amount 
of Irish used at the Scór competitions, Coiste na Gaeilge sponsored two small 
reproductions of Paul Henry paintings as extra prizes in the Scór raffle. The 
winning numbers were announced in Irish and none of the prizes remained 
unclaimed! Our thanks to Cormac and the Scór committee. That was not, 
needless to say, the first time the language was heard on those nights. 
Demand for ‘An Sloinnteoir Gaeilge agus an tAinmneoir’ at the start of the 
year among new officers demonstrated the wisdom of purchasing further 
copies in addition to those supplied by Páirc an Chrócaigh. Copies of Coiste 
na Gaeilge’s information leaflet and subsidised copies of ‘An Sloinnteoir …’ 
are still available to new officials who need to be able to fill out team sheets in 
Irish. 
Coiste na Gaeilge’s attempt to broaden out the base upon which Gaeltacht 
grants are given by offering a full scholarship to Colaiste Bhríde, Rann na 
Feirste for the best essay on the life of a club patron met with only very limited 
success. The winning essay appears in Irisleabhair Thír Eoghain. 
The response to the Gaeltacht grant scheme was much more encouraging 
although only approximately 50% of all applicants presented for interview on 
the day. A basic grant of £25 was paid as pocket money to most applicants. 
The breakdown of grants by club is as follows: Aireagal Chiaráin – 6, An 
Charraig Mhór – 4, Doire Treasc – 4, Cabhán an Chaoirthainn – 3, Eochair – 
3, Achadh Lú – 3, Dún Geanainn – 3, An Srath Bán –2, Doire Locháin – 2, An 
Taite Riabhach –1, Clochar – 1, Cill Dhreasa –1, Gallbhaile – 1, An Charraig – 
1. A total of 35 grants in all. 
Adults from the following clubs attended the Ulster Council’s Irish Language 
course at Downings during the summer. Cabhán an Chaoirthainn – 3, an 
Droim Mór – 2, Clochar, Trí Liag, Droim Caoin, Dún Geanainn, an Omaigh, an 
Taite Riabhach. Grant aid of £25 to help with accommodation costs was 
provided in each instance. 
 
 

Bórd na Réiteoirí 
 

Rúnaí: Micheál Ó hAodha 
 

The season just ended has been a very difficult one not only for the Board but 
also and perhaps more importantly for the referees within the county. A series 
of problems and issues dogged the Board and referees from beginning to end 
and it is perhaps very timely that new structures are about to be put in place 
which may allow fresh thinking and more pro-active approaches to occur. 
It would be wrong however to assume that it was all doom and gloom. There 
were highlights, none more so than the series of highly successful seminars 
which were run for new, established championship referees and umpires. 
These were part of the new seminar structures established at national level 
and despite many reservations, had high attendance, high participation and 
they met with very positive evaluations. 
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Championship 
The championship seminars were particularly important given the fall out due 
to the selection of the championship panel. However, championship panel 
selection is here to stay, as criteria are used at national level and provincial 
level and should become a feature within our county. The subsequent 
performances of referees at the various championships would for the most 
part support the view that these seminars should be continued. A dramatic 
improvement in refereeing standards in championship games, both at adult 
and youth levels, has shown the worth of getting referees together, building 
confidence and trust in one another and promoting the idea of teamwork 
during games. The standard of refereeing at the many finals in the county has 
been very satisfactory indeed and credit goes to all referees, linesmen and 
umpires for their efforts. 

Hurling 

Our hurling panel gained many plaudits from the organisers of the All-Ireland 
Féile competition.. It is a matter of fact that without the co-operation and 
commitment of these referees, all of whom had to travel long distances to 
games, many of the matches particularly on the Friday would not have been 
covered. It is also a credit to our referees that appointments were made to an 
All-Ireland Féile final for John Devlin and to a semi-final for Dessie Slater. 
Congratulations to all our hurling referees for their efforts throughout the year, 
but in particular during the Féile.       

Prophecy Comes True 

Last year I warned that the time was approaching when games would have to 
be postponed because of the lack of referees and their availability. In stating 
that ‘unless remedial action is taken right away, that day will come sooner 
rather than later’. Unfortunately for youth football and all levels of hurling that 
day has arrived and adult football was only a phone-call away from preventing 
such an occurrence. The recruitment of committed referees is an issue which 
must be tackled now; we have far too many referees who do not fulfil a 
serious quota of games, thus putting a huge burden on an ever dwindling 
panel. 
The tackling of this issue is not just a task for the new Referee’s 
Administration Committee, it is an issue for all concerned with our Association. 
Clubs have now to take a more responsible attitude for the recruitment of 
referees who are committed to officiating on a regular basis. To begin this 
process clubs need to question very seriously why the number of referees 
officiating is beginning to drop and will continue to do so unless responsible 
action is taken. They really do not have to look far for the main reason for 
difficulty in recruitment. In a word the main reason is abuse. 
This year the abuse of referees reached totally unacceptable levels, not 
specifically from players and team managers but from club and so called GAA 
supporters. Having witnessed the abuse referees have taken during and after 
matches, in club notes and leading sports columns of local papers it is 
amazing that we still have an active refereeing panel at all. What is 
disappointing from a club level is the quite scandalous lack of support for 
referees when abused by club members. However with changes afoot I 



 

 31 

appeal to the new administrators in 2001 to put in place measures and 
deterrents which have real teeth, which will hurt clubs who by the actions of 
their players, mentors and known partisans continue to abuse referees on an 
almost daily basis. 
To the clubs protecting the abusers of referees I say these people have little 
or nothing to offer our Association; it is up to the clubs to root them out; get rid 
of them from your club and ground and be seen to be doing something 
positive for referees; don't expect others to do your disciplinary work for you.        
If these challenges are not met, there will be even more postponements due 
to lack of referees and it may well leave the Association in the situation that 
the abusers will have to look elsewhere for their opportunities to attack 
referees. 

Conclusion  

These are difficult times for refereeing, when it is undergoing real changes in 
treatment from the top down. It is for young people, an ideal time to get 
involved in refereeing, to realise the potential of officiating at big games 
throughout the county, province and country. New structures, new faces, new 
policies, the time is right to make a fresh start for referees, without whom the 
2000 plus games in our county could never take place. 
As the Referees’ Board passes into the history books of the GAA in Tyrone, it 
is worth reflecting on the commitment shown by the Board in the past year. 
The committee of Shane Corr, Eamon Mullin, Michael Hughes, Patsy Taggart, 
Alan Richardson, Martin Sludden, P Joe McDermott, Dessie Slater, Sean 
Ruddy and county co-ordinator Frank Campbell have given tremendous 
service during the 2000 season. The number of meetings increased two-fold, 
many issues dealt with were of a highly contentious nature, some very 
personal and in the main all were dealt with in a very efficient and courteous 
manner. To all of the Board the GAA owe a huge debt of gratitude. 
To all referees a very sincere buiochas. You have to be commended for your 
commitment to our Association and the many hardships which you and your 
families endure as a result. Only they know the sacrifices that are made on a 
weekly basis. Many thanks for your effort and commitment. Tyrone Referees’ 
Board salute each and every one of you. 
 
 

MILLENNIUM COMMITTEE 
 
Cathaoirleach: Séamus  Ó Treasaigh 
 

As we now come to the end of the Millennium year it is good to again report 
that the Millennium scheme continues to go from strength to strength. 
In terms of “hard cash” at the time of writing the Millennium Fund has over 
£370,000 on deposit and by the end of the year 2000 should have brought in 
a further £10,000.  To date we have spent £25,000, almost exclusively on 
coaching.   
Our membership still stands at some 250 subscribers.  Of those, 200 are 
individuals or organisations and 50 are GAA clubs in Tyrone.  It probably is 
appropriate to make the point that not all our clubs are committed to making 
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the “standard” contribution of £500 a year over five years.  We hope those 
making a lesser contribution can quickly “move up” to match their colleagues. 
Apart from continuing to grow and manage the Fund, considerable attention 
has been given this year to developing a substantial covered, seated stand at 
Healy Park, Omagh.  The current position can be summed up as follows: 
 
 test holes have been dug and ground conditions analysed 
 
 sketch plans for a 6,000 seater stand have been developed 
 
 Planning Approval is likely to be obtained in the next few weeks 
 
 the possibility of significant government grant aid is being taken forward 

with the Ulster Council 
 
 discussions with Omagh St Enda’s as to the future management 

arrangements of the stand are ongoing. 
 

In terms of a Tyrone County Training/Development Centre we have no 
progress to report … simply because no opportunities to take this forward 
arose.  During 2000 however two significant developments did take place in 
Tyrone.  Youth Sport Omagh’s major playing fields development began to 
take shape on the edge of Omagh town.  At the same time, Cookstown 
District Council is moving to develop a significant sports complex – including 
facilities for gaelic football and hurling – at Loughry on the edge of Cookstown.  
We would all be foolish not to recognise the wonderful opportunities these 
present us with in terms of provision for developing our teams. 
Finally, the original aim of the Millennium Committee was to raise £0.5m for 
the development of the GAA in Tyrone.  We’re now more than 80% of the way 
there.  Many of our subscribers have fulfilled their five year commitment to 
contribute £2,500 to the Fund.  Increasingly our job has been to manage the 
Fund rather than to “sign up” new subscribers.  That role will increase over the 
next year or so.  In the meantime, we intend to put together an appropriate 
“thank you” for those subscribers who have completed their commitments … 
and also see how many might be interested in staying involved. 
 

        

SCÓR DHÁ MHÍLE 
 

Cathaoirleach: Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh 

 
Once again club cultural activity was in a healthy state in Tyrone thanks to the 
participants, clubs, co-ordinators, parents and teachers. One cannot 
underestimate the facilities provided by clubs and the voluntary labour 
provided, to promote gaelic culture. The clubs who hosted Scór events in 
1999/2000 were Strabane, Ardboe, Kildress, Loughmacrory, Killyman, 
Galbally, Killyclogher, Killeeshil, Greencastle,  
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Cookstown, Pomeroy, Omagh and Beragh. It was encouraging to welcome 
back Greencastle, Cookstown, Aghyaran, Moortown, Owen Roes, Drumquin 
and Eskra to the Scór stage. The millennium year witnessed Naomh 
Columcille’s first Scór participation, thanks to all who made this possible. 
Whilst it is a positive step to see new participation we must constantly remind 
ourselves that a sustained effort is needed to ensure maximum participation 
and appreciation for Scór. Amplification is essential to stage Scór events and 
the Henry family (Rosemary, Ambrose and Kieran) from Moortown are 
synonymous with Scór all over Ireland. 
 
SCÓR NA N-ÓG 
Scór na n-Óg got underway in November. First rounds and semi-finals led to 
the final in Ardboe on December 5, 1999. The county titles went to: 
       

Event Winner Runner-up 
Rince Foirne Omagh Ardboe 
Amhránaiocht Aonair Cathal Lynch (Drumquin) Laura McGurk (Killeeshil) 
Ceol Uirlise Galbally Trillick 
Nuachleas Eglish Clogher 
Trath na gCeisteanna Trillick.  Errigal Ciaran 
Aithriseoireacht Katrina O’Hagan 

(Moortown) 
Briege Nugent (Beragh). 

Bailéad Ghrúpa Killeeshil Donaghmore  
Rince Seit Killyclogher Dregish 
 

Ulster finalists: Omagh, Eglish, Trillick, Killeeshil, Katrina O’Hagan 
(Moortown) and Killyclogher. Trillick were the sole winners.  
All-Ireland finalists: In a very close final South Liberties (Limerick) and 
Trillick finished well ahead of the field with 56 and 52 points respectively. A 
gallant effort. 
 
SCÓR SINSEAR 
Adult activity began shortly after the New Year and the climax was the County Final 
in Strabane’s Melmount Centre on March 3rd. Winners and runners-up were: 
       

Event Winner Runner-up 

Rince Foirne Omagh Killyclogher  

Amhránaiocht Aonair Malachi Cush (Donaghmore)  Róisín Corry (Owen Roes) 

Ceol Uirlise Killeeshil Loughmacrory  

Nuachleas Augher  Eglish 

Trath na gCeisteanna Dromore Killyman and Trillick 

Aithriseoireacht Séamus McQuaid (Dromore)  Rosemary Henry (Moortown) 

Bailéad Ghrúpa Errigal Ciaran  Strabane 

Rince Seit Killyclogher Omagh. 

 

Ulster Finalists: Malachi Cush, Errigal Ciaran and Killyclogher. 
All-Ireland Winners: Aireagal Chiaráin Ballad Group who impressively won 
the All-Ireland crown in Belfast’s Ulster Hall.  
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Coiste Oiliuna Agus Forbartha 
 

Cathaoirleach: Seamas Mac Domhnaill 
 

Coaching falls into three areas 
(a) the provision of award bearing courses,  
(b)  the deployment of the promotion officers and  
(c) coaching initiatives.  

 
As highlighted in last year’s report Coiste Contae have reorganised the 
promotion officers and now two are employed within the county. One is 
responsible for hurling while the other is responsible for football.  Both officers 
have participated in further training and Barry O’ Neill joins E Kilpatrick and T 
Mc Cann as a Foundation tutor. In addition he can take Transition Year 
courses in schools and colleges. 
 
This year more emphasis was placed on working within clubs with the 
establishment of the coaching of the Og sport teams. Over a five week period 
beginning in May each football club was offered the services of a qualified 
coach from outside the club to assist clubs prepare for the Og Sport 
Competition. A number of problems did arise, however to achieve its full 
potential all clubs should actively participate in the initiative. Perhaps some 
consideration could also be given to the organisation of the competition to 
maximise the promotional value for the players. When the Under 16 
competition is completed three players born in 1985 from each club will be 
invited to participate in the School of Excellence. This initiative is being trailed 
initially for three years. A panel of forty players will be selected to participate in 
further coaching and blitz competitions. The players on the panel will be 
rotated each year.   
 
A similar initiative has been drawn up in hurling to further develop the hurling 
skills. It is anticipated that all hurlers who were born in 1985 will participate in 
the Hurling School. 
  
The revised format of coaching courses has put additional administrative 
burden on the committee. Foundation courses require attendance at three 
sessions while Level 1 was expected to require attendance at ten sessions. 
Six Football and one Hurling Foundation courses while a Football and a 
Hurling Level 1 course were completed.  As the football course was the first in 
the province a number of teething difficulties were experienced. Those 
hopefully have been sorted out. We are indebted to Cookstown District 
Council for making available their excellent facilities and for reorganising their 
schedules at very short notice to accommodate the football course. 
 
This year nine football and three hurling summer camps were organised. 
Some clubs indicated their non participation thus resulting in less youth being 
involved. However the “End Of Club Blitz” was an outstanding success with 
120 young girls and boys demonstrating their skills in Dungannon. On 
September 3rd forty young people selected from the blitz impressed all GAA 
fans with an excellent display of skill and team play at the interval during our 



 

 35 

County Final. On this historic day for the gaels of Tir Eoghan the stars of the 
future were accorded their place along side the stars of today and yesteryear. 
Hopefully our youth from the summer camps will have an opportunity to 
participate on future County Final days. 
 
Modern coaching facilities will be provided in both Omagh and Cookstown. 
We have indicated to both groupings that we will make use of these state of 
the art facilities when completed. 
 
I am deeply indebted to the clubs who hosted foundation courses and summer 
camps; your hospitality was greatly appreciated by all. I thank our promotion 
officers for the work in promoting the games. We are so fortunate to have 
tutors of the calibre of E Kilpatrick and T Mc Cann. Their passion for the game 
and their continued commitment to the county is immeasurable. I thank the 
members of the committee  and members of Coiste Chontae Thir Eoghain for 
their support during the year. Finally I thank all the sponsors, too numerous to 
mention, for their  financial support. 
 
 

Coiste na bPáirceanna 

Cathaoirleach: Liam Mac Niallais 

 
On behalf of Coiste na bPáirceanna I would like to express my continuing 
admiration for the efforts of Club Committees and Pitch sub-committees 
throughout the county. Development has continued with many excellent 
projects being planned, financed and completed. Major developments have 
been completed at Newtownstewart, Drumquin, Greencastle, Eglish, Galbally, 
Killyclogher, Moortown, Edendork, Glenelly, Charraig Mhór, Clann na nGael, 
Derrytresk, Pomeroy, Augher and Urney. Major projects are being planned at 
Omagh, Dungannon, Eskra, Errigal Ciaran, Loughmacrory, Drumragh, 
Tattyreagh, Derrylaughan, Clogher, Strabane, Trillick, Castlederg and 
Coalisland. Ongoing minor developments are taking place at most of our 
Clubs. The overall result is ever improving playing surfaces, training pitches 
and changing room facilities. Our Clubs are well on the way to fulfilling the 10 
Year Development Programme for club grounds agreed by Coiste Chontae 
Thír Eoghain in 1999/2000. 
 
Clubs in Tyrone continue to benefit from grants from the Sports Council 
Lottery Fund. Six clubs won over £285 000 for club development in the last 
allocation of grants. The county total now stands at over £2.25 m and almost 
40 clubs have benefited since the Lottery Fund began distributing monies in 
1995/96. The present spending priorities of the Fund fit neatly into our own 
Development Programme – new pitches, new changing rooms, second 
pitches, new playing surfaces, training grounds and the extension and 
refurbishment of existing changing rooms. Unfortunately, spectator facilities 
are not yet a priority with the Sports Council Lottery Fund. A number of our 
clubs have submitted applications for the October 2000 deadline. Others 
should note that the 2001 deadline dates are February and August. Clubs who 



 

 36 

are unsuccessful in the first instance should refine and re-submit their 
applications. 
 
The following clubs received financial assistance from Central Council and / or 
Ulster Council:  
Aghyaran - £1 500,  Clann na nGael - £3 000,  Dungannon - £2 000.  
 
Our congratulations go to the Fintona Club on winning the Tyrone section of 
the Millennium Project on the Presentation of Grounds and related facilities. 
The progress made by the Fintona Club over the last few years has been 
outstanding and has set a very high standard for the rest of our clubs 
Coiste na bPáirceanna has undertaken a survey of all clubs’ grounds in the 
county over the last six months. The results of this survey will be conveyed to 
clubs in early 2001.  
 
On behalf of Coiste na bPáirceanna I would like to all the club officials whom 
we have met for their kindness and hospitality. I would also like to thank an 
Rúnaí, Dominic McCaughey and the other members of Coiste Chontae Thír 
Eoghain for their support and assistance throughout the year. It was greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the members of Coiste na bPáirceanna for their 
support and their interest and knowledge of the Association in Tyrone. I am 
indebted to John Dooher, Eoghan Rua Uí Néill, Leac Phádraig, Michael 
McGoldrick, Eskra Emmett’s and Donal McGee, Killyclogher St Mary’s for their 
enthusiasm and co-operation. 
 

 

Oifigeach na nÓg 
 

Seamas Mac Domhnaill 
 

Arriving at the end of the first season of the Millennium we could be tempted 
to feel complacent about most aspects of our games at youth level. A large 
number of games are organised, those teams who represent us have shown 
that they have the qualities to compete with the best in the country and clubs 
are involved in doing enormous promotional work. However on closer scrutiny 
a number of difficulties can be easily identified;- the demographic changes in 
our county with the shift to urban areas with no corresponding increase in 
participation, evidence of indiscipline and the lack of coverage of youth affairs 
in the media.  
 
In society today we witness indiscipline in every area of life. We in the 
Cumann Luthchleas Gael are only too aware of the problems which arise. To 
ensure that these incidents are minimised we must take proactive steps. I 
would suggest that clubs draw up a Code of Conduct, which would become 
club policy, for all situations whereby players, parents, team mentors and 
officials will know in advance their respective commitments.  
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Greater efforts must be made to ensure that we pursue active promotion. Yes 
tremendous work has been done by our youth secretary in publishing fixtures 
and results when he receives them. He also has single handedly produced a 
programme for all youth finals. Clubs, in their notes, give adequate coverage 
to the youth affairs under their  control. This year’s County Final accorded the 
youth the opportunity to display their talents which were enjoyed by a very 
large crowd. Unfortunately the majority of the media let this historic occasion 
pass without any mention. Youth of today should be given recognition. They 
welcome a regular youth section in their local media and on television. They 
long to see the various results in print. Today as we will elect our first PRO we 
look forward to increased publicity.  
 
Over recent years much has been reported of the demise of urban clubs. 
Recently I met all ten urban clubs to review the current situation. While the 
attendance could have much better there was a healthy exchange of ideas. All 
clubs are heavily involved in promoting and playing the game from Under 8 
they have difficulty in attracting sufficient mentors. Playing  numbers decline 
as they get older. Players are being forced to choose sport or in some 
instances they are forbidden by other sports to participate. In some situations 
the image of the G.A.A. is no longer attractive to parents and youth alike. 
 
As we approach club conventions I would appeal to all clubs to appoint school 
– club liaison officers who would regularly visit all schools whose catchment 
areas reach into the club. This officer would cement the link between club and 
school. I would also suggest that clubs could assist with resources whether 
they be financial or material. 
 
In conclusion I thank the dedicated officials who willingly work week after 
week to promote our national games among the youth. I mention in a special 
way that small band of officials, the men in the middle, - our referees, who are 
generally the most unpopular people because they try their best. We are very 
fortunate to have so dedicated a bunch of men.   
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MEMBERSHIP  -  2000    

     
        CLUB Members          CLUB Members 

Achadh Lú 141  Gallbhaile 224 
Achadh Uí Aráin 205  Gleann Aichle 65 
Ard Bó 133  Goirtín 101 
Eochair 105  An Caisleán Glas 134 
Bearach 142  Cill Dreasa 115 
Bruach Áille 188  Cill Íseal 118 
Brocach 62  Coill an Chlochair 72 
An Charraig Mhór 232  Cill na mBán 90 
Caisleán na Deirge 101  Loch Mhic Ruairí 110 
Clann na nGael 120  Baile na Móna 120 
Clochar 93  An Mháigh 105 
Cluain Eo 120  An Baile Nua 69 
Oileán a'Ghuail 246  An Ómaigh 189 
An Chorra Chríochach 105  Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 200 
Doire Locháin 114  An Charraig 77 
Doire Treasc 71  An Chraobh 133 
Domhnach Mór 142  An Srath Bán 165 
Deargais 30  An Taite Riabhach 132 
An Droim Mór 102  Trí Leac 217 
Droim Caoin 154  Urnaí 100 
Droim Ratha 90  An Charraig Mhór (H) 108 
Dún Geanainn 138  Dún Geanainn (H) 59 
Éadan na dTorc 115  Coill an Chlochair (H) 30 
Eaglais 187  An Ómaigh (H) 50 
E. R. Uí Néill 206  Na Seamroga (H) 25 
Aireagal Chiaráin 255  Naomh Colmcille (H) 47 
Eiscreach 152  Naomh Mhuire (Y) 30 
Fionntamhnach 101    

                TOTALS 6735 
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NA RÚIN 
(Motions) 

 
 

1. That in accordance with powers, duties and responsibilities granted to 
Coiste an Chontae through an T.O. the following additions and 
amendments be made to Structures at County level: 
(a) the addition of Hurling Development Officer 
(b) Management Committee Par 2 to be amended to read ‘To consist of all 

those officers elected at County Convention’ 
(c) Management Committee Par 2 the addition of P.R.O. 
(d) Games Administration Committee 

The addition of: To meet with Club delegates (2 per Club) on a monthly 
basis. Where feasible other subcommittees including the Management 
Committee should give reports to the Club delegates at this meeting. 
 

Coill an Chlochair 

 
2. That Rule 59 which was passed at Congress this year and adopted in the 

Tyrone County Bye-laws at special convention on 16th October 2000 be 
amended as follows: 
At point 2 Management Committee; delete the words “8 members” and 
replace with the words “12 members” also delete the words “To consist of 
the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, 
Central Council Representative, Ulster Council Representative” and 
replace with the words , “To consist of 6 persons from the elected 
representatives at county convention and 6 persons from the 54 
nominated persons from the adult Clubs” 

An Taite Riabhach 
 

3. That the incoming county committee appoint a workgroup to look at the 
structures of the various subcommittees under its control. 

     An Srath Bán 

 
4. That the County Committee appoint an IT company to enhance their 

website and also assist clubs to attain the same level. 
An Srath Bán 
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NA MOLTAÍ 
(Recommendations) 

 
 

 
 
1. That the Division 2 and 3 Reserve leagues be played at 13-a-side. 
 

An Chraobh 
 
2. That the incoming youth committee organise on a monthly basis regional 

U-10 blitz competitions.          
An Srath Bán 

 
3. That the Féile na nÓg competition be played on a four team section basis 

and the  winners to progress to a knockout stage. 
An Srath Bán 

 
4. That reserve team football be seriously looked at in order to secure its 

survival. 
An Srath Bán 

 
5. That Monday nights be kept free from all football fixtures within the county, 

that it be reserved for hurling fixtures only. 
An Charraig Mhór 

 
6. That the top 8 teams in Division 1A of the All-County League be given a 

bye in the first round of the following year’s championship draw. 
 

Domhnach Mór 
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AINMNIÚCHAIN  
(Nominations)  

 
 
 

Cathaoirleach: Cuthbert Donnelly (Achadh Lú) (outgoing), Brendan Harkin 
(Coill an Chlochair), Liam Nelis (Éadán na dTorc).  
 
Leas-Cathaoirleach: Sean Begley (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Cuthbert 
Donnelly, Paul Doris (Dún Geanainn), Brendan Harkin, Peter Kennedy (Doire 
Locháin), Liam Nelis (outgoing). 
 
Rúnaí: Dominic McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing). 
 
Leas-Runaí: Frank Campbell (Cabhán a’Chaortainn) (outgoing), Mary Daly 
(An Mhaigh), Dermot McCaughey (Trí Leac), Frank Rodgers (Bearach).  
 
Cisteoir: Vincent Beggs (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Frank Campbell, Mark 
Conway (Cill Dhreasa), Paul Doris, P. H. Forbes (Ard Bó), Patsy Gallagher 
(Domhnach Mór), Hugh McAleer (Bearach), Pat McCartan (Bearach), Dermot 
McCaughey, Seamus McDonald (Coill an Chlochair), Bernie McGirr (Eochar), 
Liam Nelis, Aidan O’Neill Éadan na dTorc).  
 
Leas-Cisteoir:  Gerard Bradley (Goirtín), Frank Campbell, Mark Conway, 
Patsy Gallagher, Peter Kennedy, Hugh McAleer, Dermot McCaughey, P. Joe 
McDermott (An Caisleán Glas), Bernie McGirr.  
 
Ball Árd Chomhairle: Brendan Harkin, James Treacy (Cluain Eo) (outgoing). 
 
Baill Chomhairle Uladh: Sean Begley, Peter Cassidy (An Chorra 
Chríochach), Jim Curran (Ard Bó) (outgoing), Paul Doris (outgoing), Brendan 
Harkin, Peter Kennedy, Dermot McCaughey. 
 
Oifigeach Forbartha: Johnny Dooher (E. R. Uí Néill), Paul Doris, Brendan 
Harkin, Peter Kennedy, Terry McCann (Coill an Chlochair), Dermot 
McCaughey, Eugene McConnell (Clochar), Liam Nelis, Frank Rodgers. 
 
Oifigeach na nÓg: Frankie Gallagher (An Chorra Chríochach), John Gill (Dún 
Geanainn), Aidan Harkin (An Srath Bán), Brendan Harkin, Mickey Harte 
(Aireagal Chiaráin), Peter Kerr  (An Charraig Mhór), Dermot McCaughey, 
Eugene McConnell, Seamus McDonald (outgoing). 
 

Oifigeach Cultur & Teanga:  Seamus Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), 
Cormac McAleer (An Charraig Mhór), Dermot McCaughey. 
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Oifigeach  Oiliúna: Jim Curran, John Gill, Brendan Harkin, Peter Kerr, Enda 
Kilpatrick  (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Terry McCann,  Dermot McCaughey, 
Eugene McConnell, Seamus McDonald, Ciaran McLaughlin, Damian O’Hagan 
(Oileán a’Ghuail).    
 
Oifigeach  Caidreamh Poiblí: Peter Bayne (An Chraobh), Brendan Harkin , 
Peter Kennedy, Dermot McCaughey, Dominic McCaughey, Eugene 
McConnell, Oliver McSorley (Trí Leac),  Liam Nelis, Alan Rodgers (Bearach), 
Frank Rodgers.  
 
U-21 Delegate: Sean Paul Begley (An Charraig Mhór), Cathy Hughes (An 
Charraig Mhór),  Cormac McAnallen (Eaglais), Ciaran McElhatton (An 
Charraig Mhór).  
 
 
Club Delegates: Conor Russell (Achadh Lú), Michael Devine (Achadh Uí 
Aráin), Patrick Leonard (Ard Bó), Bernie McGirr (Eochar), Kevin Nixon 
(Bearach), Pearse Kelly (Bruach Áille), Colm Brady (Brocach), Michael Kerr 
(An Charraig Mhór), Aidan Rushe (Caisleán na Deirge), Seamus Kearney 
(Clann na nGael), Eugene McConnell (Clochar), Joe McCabe (Cluain Eo), 
Jackie O’Neill (Oileán a’Ghuail), Pearse Kilpatrick (An Chorra Chríochach), 
Seamus McCann (Doire Locháin), Packie O’Neill (Doire Treasc), Patsy 
Gallagher (Domhnach Mór), Tom O’Kane (Deargais), Paul McCaffrey (An 
Droim Mór), Seamus McGale (Droim Caoin), Paddy Mullan (Droim Ratha), 
Oliver McHugh (Dún Geanainn), Aidan Currie (Eadán na dTorc), Cathal Daly 
(Eaglais), Sean McKenna (Aireagal Chiaráin), Johnny Dooher (E.R. Uí Néill), 
Brian Hackett (Eiscreach), Alan Richardson (Fionntamhnach), Noel McGeary 
(Gallbhaile), Sean McConnell (Gleann Aichle), Gabriel Treanor (An Goirtín), 
Peter Tracey (An Caisleán Glas), Eamon Rafferty (Cill Dhreasa), Gerard 
McDonald (Cill Íseal), Donal Magee (Coill an Chlochair), John O’Hagan (Cill 
na mBán), Paddy O’Brien (Loch Mhic Ruairí), John Corr (Baile na Móna), 
Michael Kavanagh (An Mhaigh), Chris Jones (An Baile Nua), Michael 
McCarney (An Omaigh), Vinnie Beggs (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn), Sean Ruddy 
(an Charraig), Kevin Coyle (an Chraobh), Aodhán Ó hEarcáin (An Srath Bán), 
Patrick Darcy (An Taite Riabhach), Michael McCaughey (Trí Leac), Pat 
Holland (Urnaí), Peter Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Anthony Connolly (Coill an 
Chlochair), Ciaran McHugh (Dún Geanainn), Diarmaid Convery (Naomh Colm 
Cille), Ciaran Keyes (An Omaigh).   
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Appendix 1 
 

STRUCTURES AT COUNTY LEVEL 
 

 
1.  THE COUNTY COMMITTEE  (71 Members) 
(a) Officers: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, 
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Development  Officer, Coaching Officer, 
Officer for Irish Language & Culture, Youth Officer, PRO 
(b) Central Council Representative 
(c) Ulster Council Representatives 
(d) Representatives of Clubs (54) (1 person to be nominated from each Adult 
Club, on nomination form issued for County Convention) 
(e) County Handball Representative 
(f) County Primary Schools Representative 
(g) County Secondary and Vocational Schools Representative 
 
 

Appointed Sub-Committees 
 
2.  Management Committee (8 Members) 
To be responsible, subject to the overall jurisdiction of the County Committee, 
for the day to day management of the affairs of the Association, including 
finance, between meetings of the County Committee 
 
To consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, 
Treasurer, Central Council Representative, Ulster Council Representatives. 
 
 
3. Games Administration Committee (9 Members) 
To be responsible for all fixtures and disciplinary matters arising from games. 
 
To consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, an Adult Fixtures 
Secretary, a Youth Fixtures Secretary, a Disciplinary Secretary, 2 Assistant 
Secretaries for referees’ appointments and the Referees’ Administrator. 
 
 
4. Development Committee (7 Members) 
To be responsible for Grounds Development, Social Centres, Club 
Development, Club & County Administration Programmes, Grounds Safety.  
 
To consist of a Chairman (the Development Officer), a Secretary and five 
members. 
 
 
5. Coaching & Games Development Committee (8 Members) 
To be responsible for implementation of coaching programmes, training and 
monitoring of coaching personnel and the implementation of games 
development activities at club and school levels. 
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To consist of a Chairman (the Coaching Officer), a Secretary and six 
members.  
One member to be responsible for Hurling development at youth level; one 
member to be responsible for Hurling development at adult level; the 
membership of this sub-committee to include a representative of, (a) the 
Referees’ Committee, (b) the Primary Schools’ Committee, (c) the Secondary 
and Vocational Schools’ Committee and, (d) the Youth Officer. 
 
 
6. Cultural Committee  (6 Members) 
To be responsible for Irish Language, Scór, Scór na nÓg, Functions and other 
cultural activities. 
 
To consist of a Chairman, a Secretary and four members. 
 
 
7. PR / Marketing Committee  (6 Members) 
To be responsible for Publicity, Sponsorship, Advertising & Marketing, and 
Publications. 
 
To consist of a Chairman, a Secretary and four members; the PRO to be 
included in the membership of this sub-committee. 
 
 
8. Youth Committee  (6 Members) 
To be responsible for the initiation and co-ordination of all youth activities. 
 
To consist of a Chairman (the Youth Officer), a Secretary and four members. 
 
  
9. Referees Committee  (7 Members) 
To be responsible for Recruitment, Training, Assessment and Classification of 
referees. 
 
To consist of a Chairman, a Secretary, the Referees’ Administrator and four 
members which shall include the County referee Tutor(s).  
 
10. Additional Sub-Committees 
The Committees, as listed, are those stipulated in the Official Guide; 
additional sub-Committees and Work Groups will be necessary at times and 
may also be appointed in the traditional manner, e.g. I.T. Work Group, County 
Panels’ Finance sub-Committee. 
 
 

 
 

 


