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ORDUITHE SEASAIMH DON CHOMHDHÁIL 

(STANDING ORDERS FOR CONVENTION) 
 
 

In order that the proceedings of the Convention be carried out without delay, 
the following Standing Orders will be observed: 
 
1. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment thereto may speak for 
five minutes, but not more than five minutes. 
 
2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution or an Amendment must not exceed 
three minutes. 
 
3. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may speak a second 
time for three minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Delegate may 
speak a second time to the same Resolution or Amendment. 
 
4. The Chairman may, at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently 
discussed, call on the Proposer for a reply, and when that has been given a 
vote must be taken. 
 
5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move ‘that the question 
be now put’, after which, when the Proposer has spoken, a vote must be 
taken. 
 
6. Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose of considering any 
matter not on the Clár, except by the consent of a majority equal to two-thirds 
of those present and voting.     
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CUMANN LÚTHCHLEAS GAEL 
COISTE THÍR EOGHAIN 

 
 

 
 
A Chara 
 
 
Tionólfár an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír 
Eoghain i bProinnteach Uí Cheallaigh, Baile Uí Dhálaigh ar an Domhnach 12 
Nollaig 1999 ag tosnu ar 1.30 i.n. 
 
 
Mise, le fíor-mheas 
 
 
 
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 
 
Rúnaí 
 
 

 

CLÁR 
 
1. Miontuairiscí na Chomhdhála deireadh  (1998). 
2. Ag éirí as na miontuairiscí. 
3. Fáilte. 
4. Glacadh de hOrduithe Seasaimh. 
5. Tuarascála na bPáirceanna  -  An Ómaigh 

Oileán a’Ghuail 
Dún Geanainn 

6. Tuarascáil an Rúnaí. 
7. An Cuntas Airgeadais. 
8. Oráid an Chathaoirligh.  
9. Togchán an Choiste don bhliain 2000. 
10. Na Rúin. 
11. Dúnadh na Chomhdhála. 
12. Amhrán na bhFiann. 
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MIONTUAIRISCÍ NA CHOMHDHALA  1998 (2) 
 
An Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír Eoghain took place in St. 

Mary’s Parish Hall, Aughabrack on Sunday 11th December, 1998 hosted by Clann na nGael. 

Cathaoirleach Pól Ó Dubhrósa presided and the following members of an Coiste Chontae were in 

attendance: 

Uinseann Ó Beig, Gearóid Ó Brolcháin, Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil, Peadar Ó Cinneide, Séamas Ó 

Corráin, Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig, Breandán Ó hEarcáin, Aine Nic Eochaidh, Séamas Mac 

Domhnaill, Cuthbert Ó Donnaile, Séamas Ó Treasaigh, and Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh. 

 

Delegates from the Clubs were present as follows: 
CLUB DELEGATES  
Achadh Lú Phelim Gildernew Plunkett Donnelly  

Achadh Uí Arain Charlie Moss Sean Harvey 

Ard Bó Seamus Ó Cuinn Ciarán Ó Doibhilinn 

An Eochair Bernie McGirr Gerry McElroy 

An Bearach Proinsias Mac Ruairí Pádraig  MacÁrtain 

An Bruachaile Seamus O’Neill Colm Ferguson 

An Brocach Seamus O’Neill S Harrington 

An Charraig Mhór Micheál Ó Ceallaigh Micheál Mac Giolla Cheara 

Caisleán na Deirge   

Clann na nGael 

An Clochar 

Geraldine O’Neill 

Eoghan Mac Dhónaill 

Seamus Kearney 

Jimmy Barkey 

Cluain Eo Seosamh Mac Caba Malachy Duffin 

Oileán a'Ghuail Oliver O’Neill Paul Shields 

An Cora Criche John McCrystal Damian Ó hAimhrí 

Doire Lochain Ignatius Taggart Brian Robinson 

Doire Treasc Packie O’Neill   Malachy Fitzgerald 

Domhnach Mór Packie Doherty Patsy Gallagher 

An Dreagais Gerard McCrossan Steven Timoney 

An Droim Mhór Eoghan Mac Taidhg Eugene McGuigan 

Droim Caoin   

Droim Ratha Patrick Mullin Dermot O’Kane 

Dún Geanainn Oliver McHugh Collette Jones 

Eadan na dTorc Aidan Currie Liam Mac Niallais 

An Eaglais Cathal Daly Donal McAnallen 

E. R. Uí Néill Johnny Dooher Sean Kelly 

Aireagal Chiaráin Gerry McCann Martin McCann 

Eascair Micheál Mac Gualraic Brian Haicéid 

Fionntamhnach Sean McCarroll Aodhán Mac Cearnaigh 

An Gallbhaile Michael McCaughey Pluincéid Ó Nuinseann 

Gleann Eallaigh Damian Carolan  

An Goirtín James McCullagh Rose Ward 

An Caisleán Glas Peadar Ó Treasaigh Pádraig Mac Diarmaid 

Cill Dreas Francis Corey G Loughran 

Cill Íseal Daman Ó hAmaill Gearóid Ó Donnchaidh 

Coill an Chlochair Donal Magee Anthony Connolly 

Cill na mBán     

Loch Mhic Ruairí Seán Ó Donnaile  

Baile na Móna Cathail Mac Giolla Chomhail Kevin McNally 

An Mhaigh      

An Baile Nua Críostóir Mac Seoin Aodhán Mag Uidhir 

An Ómaigh B. McAleer Liam Mac Craith 

Cabhán a'Chaoirtainn S. Begley S. Hurson 

An Charraig Patrick McGurk Anthony Mullan 

An Chraobh M. Gallagher  Mark Doran 

An Srath Bán Aodhán Ó hEarcáin Pádraig Ó Murchú 

An Taite Riabhach Jim Darcy Pat Darcy 
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CLUB DELEGATES  
 

Trí Leac 

 

Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh 

 

Johnny Corry 

Urnaí Tom Bogle Pat Holland 

An Charraig Mhór  (H)  Séamus Mac Giolla Chatáin Noel Slane 

Dún Geanainn       (H)     

Coill an Chlochair  (H) Mick Brennan Seán Mac Maolain 

Naomh Colmcille   (H) Proinnsias Mac Cana Daman Ó Néill 

An Ómaigh            (H)        Deaglán Mac an Ghirr Sean Quinn 

Na Seamroga        (H)  Aodhán Ó Fearail  Gary McGettigan 

An Ceapach           (Y) Marie Meenan May Meenan 

Naomh Mhuire       (Y)   

 

1.  Amhrán na bhFiann was played and sung by two members of Clann na nGael GFC at the 

commencement of an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil. 

 

2. Minutes of  the 1998 (1) Convention were adopted on the proposal of S. Harvey and were seconded 

by L. McGrath. 

 

3. Matters Arising - None. 

 

3. Fáilte.  

3.1  Rev Fr. Doherty P.P. stated that he had the privilege of addressing delegates when the last 

Convention was held in Aughabrack back in 1985. He considered it an honour that the Parish 

should again be selected as hosts in 1998. In admiring the work done by the Association he paid 

particular tribute for what it has achieved for the youth of our society. 

 

3.2 Seamus Kearney, Club Cathaoirleach welcomed delegates to the Clann na nGael Club in what was 

a truly historic year for it. It had achieved the second league and championship double in 

successive years, and now, along with Strabane, was proud to represent north Tyrone at senior 

level. In welcoming representatives from the local press and broadcast media he paid tribute to the 

excellent coverage of the Association’s affairs during the past year. Finally, Mr Kearney wished 

every success to the Convention and hoped that it would be returning to Aughabrack in the near 

future. 

 

4. Standing Orders were adopted on the proposal of M. Kelly, seconded by M. Kerr. 

 

5. Secretary’s Report 

5.1  J. Dooher suggested that a record of successful players and the managers of All-Ireland 

winning Vocational Schools’ teams might be given further recognition, by listing their names in the 

Report. 

5.2  Referring to the Players’ Injury Scheme, P. Kennedy pointed out that medical expenses were 

very costly to clubs even though they were able to reclaim up to a maximum of £1 000 per injury. 

5.3 Responding to a query from J. Dooher as to why the ‘Newsletter’ promised at last year’s 

Convention was never published, G. Bradley indicated that he had undertaken responsibility for it. 

He had published one issue but never circulated it to clubs. 

5.4  The Tuarascáil an Rúnaí was adopted on the proposal of J. Dooher, seconded by O. McHugh. 

 

6. Sub-Committees’ Reports 

6.1 Speaking on the Youth Officer’s Report, F. Rodgers queried the need for additional official 

competitions at U-13, U-15 and U-17 levels and felt that if such were organised they would only 

increase pressure on the youth to participate and to do well in them; he thought it would be 

preferable if Clubs organised their own little competitions in local areas wherever there might be 

some demand.  

P. Nugent agreed with these sentiments indicating that he would be opposed to more official 

competitions.  

O. McHugh stated that his Club had participated in a four-county tournament which had been 

worthwhile in identifying players for next year’s official competitions. 
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S. McDonald pointed out that the demand had been coming from Clubs for this type of 

development and he knew of 3 Clubs which had applied to take part in such competition outside 

the county. 

  

6.2  Responding to J. Dooher as to why the Youth Work Group had collapsed in April, S. 

McDonald  said that he was too busy and did not have time to continue with it. 

6.3  In reply to a query from F. Rodgers concerning the possibility of a financial allocation from 

general funds to Gaeltacht Scholarships’ Scheme, rather than sole dependence on gate returns from 

the Cup competitions, the Language Officer was of the opinion that the Scheme might then be 

seen as a possible bottomless pit. S. Mac Giolla Phádraig went on to say that the Scheme could 

generally count on £1 000 from the F. O’Neill Cup, and that this year 70 grants to individuals had 

been allocated. In future enhanced grants should be allocated but to a smaller number of individuals 

who might benefit better from attendance at the Gaeltacht. 

6.4  Speaking on Coaching S. Kearney expressed the opinion that better use of Coaches’ time and 

delivery of skills could be achieved by visiting Clubs, on a regional basis, rather than concentrating 

on schools.    

6.5  J. Treacy pointed out to delegates that the Aghyaran Club had inadvertently been omitted from 

the list of subscribers in his Millennium Report.  

P. Shields expressed major disappointment that Coalisland was being excluded from the 

distribution of the Millennium Fund on the basis that the Club had undertaken no development 

during the last ten years. He itemised some of the work which had been done, pointing out that the 

pitch had an excellent playing surface, and stating that the Club had raised £376 000 approximately 

and had an insignificant debt of £30 000.  

J. Treacy responded that Clubs were requested to submit suggestions as to how the Millennium 

funds should be spent, at last year’s Convention, and not a single proposal was received. The 

Millennium subcommittee prepared its own proposals and presented these to Clubs at a special 

meeting in November; Clubs could still respond to these if they so wished. 

6.6  P. McCartan sought an explanation as to why no contributions were listed in the Grounds’ 

Report, from Central Council. V. Beggs replied that only two had been received for Brockagh and 

Pomeroy by the October 31st deadline. 

M. McCarron mentioned that his Club’s development had been omitted from the report, and M. 

Kelly suggested there was a discrepancy in the Sports Council Grant to his Club and the figure 

included in the report. 

 

6.7  All subcommittee reports were adopted on the proposal of S. Kearney, seconded by G. McElroy.    

 

7. County Grounds’ Accounts and Balance Sheets 

 

7.1  Copies for Healy Park, Omagh and O’Neill Park Dungannon were distributed to delegates. None  

       were presented for Fr. Campbell Park, Coalisland. 

 

7.2  The Healy Park Account showed that the total grants received amounted to £91 467; there was an 

operating loss for the year of £5 956 based on receipts of £12 471 with outgoings of £18 428. 

The Account was adopted on the proposal of L. McGrath, seconded by J. McElhatton. 

 

7.3  The accounts for O’Neill Park indicated a total income of £4 060 with expenditure of £7 284. The             

Account was adopted on the proposal of M. Kerr, seconded by C. Jones. 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report 

8.1  Copies of Accounts were distributed to delegates and displayed on screen. 

 

8.2  The income and expenditure account for the year ended October 31st showed a surplus of £27 525. 

 

8.3  The closing balance at year’s end totalled £389 885 including the Millennium Fund of £222 426. 

 

8.4  Back-to-back loans repaid during 1998 accounted for £17 750 with £16 650 still outstanding. 
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8.5  Speaking on this report V. Beggs claimed that a Club cannot become registered for VAT unless it 

has a Social Centre and therefore is acting as a business. 

 

8.6  In response to a query from E. McConnell, the Cisteoir told delegates that club championship 

payouts would not be resuming. 

 

8.7 Concluding G. Bradley expressed his gratitude to the County Executive, the Finance subcommittee 

and all Sponsors for their financial support in 1998. 

 

8.8 The Report was adopted on the proposal of A. Harkin, seconded by P. Mullan. 

 

 

9. Oráid an Chathaoirligh 
     Pól Ó Dubhrósa  

 

It is entirely appropriate that the sun should go down on the 1998 season here in North Tyrone. The 

renaissance of football in this area over the past two years is a source of great satisfaction to many 

Gaels throughout Tyrone. The emergence of our hosts today and An Srath Bán Cumann Mhic Sioghair 

as major forces is a massive boost to the Association. Those responsible are to be congratulated and 

should be aware of our appreciation. On that not, on your behalf, I thank the members of Clann na 

nGael for putting their facilities at our disposal today and wish them every success as a senior club in 

1999. 

For the rest of our lives each one of us will remember where we were on August 15th 1998 and how we 

heard the awful news of the barbaric events in Omagh. We will never forget our horror and 

repugnance, our sympathy for the injured and the families of the dead and, perhaps, our guilt at our 

selfish feeling that our own families had escaped. I thank you for the way you rallied around those 

affected – both publicly and privately. It is very important that you continue to provide this support. 

There are difficult days ahead for many of the survivors. You should be conscious of these difficulties 

and do all in your power to alleviate them. I know you will. On your behalf I thank Joe McDonagh, 

Jack Boothman, Liam Mulvihill and Danny Murphy for their attendance at the many funerals. We must 

ensure that they, or their successors, never find themselves in such circumstances again. 

The members of the Tyrone Minor team helped to lift the sense of desolation. I know there were people 

who felt we should not have played Leitrim on that Sunday. We considered the situation, sought advice 

from various people and groups and as a result, decided to fulfil the fixture. It was a decision not taken 

lightly and, in hindsight, I feel it was the correct one. If anyone was offended I am sorry. It was not our 

intention to be offensive. 

No praise is too lavish for the 1998 Minors. It is rare that a group of young people such as this comes 

together in the one year. This was the complete team but, individually, they were talented, disciplined 

and focused. I unashamedly admit that my life has been enriched through knowing them. There are 

undoubtedly very, very proud parents out there and rightly so. All units of the Association in Tyrone 

can take credit for the team’s success. At an early stage it was recognised that here was an exceptional 

group of young footballers and sacrifices were made by clubs, county subcommittees and individuals to 

facilitate it through postponements and re-scheduling. There can be no doubt that it was worthwhile 

and I thank you all. To the boys I say “Thanks for the memories – you were a credit to us all”. The ’97 

Minors should not be forgotten – they set the standard. 

A great debt of gratitude is due to Mickey Harte, Fr. Gerard McAleer and their back-up team who 

worked with the lads for nine months to produce such a magnificent team. They would have been 

forgiven had they decided to rest on their laurels. I am particularly pleased that they have accepted the 

U-21 management positions. It seemed entirely appropriate that they should continue their relationship 

with the talented player of the last three years. In thanking them, I also thank all the other county 

managers and player who have worked so hard throughout the year without reward or success. 

Again, mention must be made of the sportsmanship of the Laois Minors. Last year they showed us how 

to win and this year their attitude in defeat was exemplary. They lost nothing except the game. They 

really are an example to all and it is to be hoped that our two counties will meet on a regular basis at 

underage and adult levels in the future. 

I congratulate the Tyrone Vocational Schools Team on its All Ireland success and thank Enda 

Kilpatrick and Terry McCann. Their contribution to the success of the minors should also be noted. It is 

very important that Tyrone teams learn to win on the big day in Croke Park and the Vocationals led the 

way. A significant number of players featured on both teams. 
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 I am pleased to report a marked improvement in discipline over the past year. Of Course, there were 

usual individual acts of indiscipline expected in a contact sport but, with the exception of one well 

publicised fracas at an “unofficial” game, there were no major incidents. I use the term “unofficial” 

advisedly. Games played without the knowledge of the County Board are deemed “unofficial” and, as 

such, are not covered under the Insurance Scheme. Club officials and players should be aware of this. 

The County Secretary or, in his absence, any member of the County Board must be made aware of the 

game for cover to become effective. I thank the clubs and referees for this improvement and I am aware 

of the resolve not to return to the 1997 scenario. I respectfully ask all club officials to treat referees as 

you would wish your own club referees to be treated by others. 

Over the past four years 500 coaches have completed Level 1 coaching courses. It is very disappointing 

to note that very few of these are being entrusted with their club’s adult teams. The trend is to employ 

high profile individuals from outside the club and often at mileage rates far in excess of the standard 

rate. Is this in the best interest of the club? Is it a short term fix? Is it an admission of defeat? Is it a lack 

of confidence in your own coaches to whom you have entrusted your youth policy? Is it another step on 

the road to professionalism? Only you, the clubs, can answer. Only you, the clubs, can change 

direction. 

The “temporary” closure of the Maternity Unit at South Tyrone Hospital is a matter of great concern. 

The unit at the County Hospital is already permanently closed and it is generally accepted locally that 

the “temporary” closure at Dungannon will shortly be made permanent. This means that there are now 

no paediatric facilities in Tyrone – no more Tyrone babies! The “temporary” closure is due to lack of 

paediatricians. However, those in the know, consider this to be a contrived situation. The authorities are 

not prepared to spend £500 000 to employ four paediatric surgeons and guarantee them security of 

tenure. The acute services at Omagh are under threat (despite the heroics on August 15th) as are those at 

Dungannon. This means that a player injured at our major ground at Omagh will have to go to 

Enniskillen or Altnagelvin for treatment. This is not acceptable. I ask you and your families to actively 

support any legitimate action by Support Groups to prevent these closures. Apathy will surely result in 

closure. 

At this time I would like to put on record my appreciation of the various Boards who supported me so 

loyally over the past three years. In Dominic McCaughey we have a County Secretary whose capacity 

for work never ceased to amaze me and is a man who never panics, even when those around him are! 

Our finances are in the very capable hands of Gerard Bradley and Cuthbert Donnelly was, once again, 

always on hand to support me. To the other members of the County Board I say thank you for a job 

well done. I have had nothing but full co-operation and understanding from the G.A.C. and I 

particularly thank Peter Kennedy, Frank Rodgers, and Patsy Gallagher. To Shane Corr, Frank 

Campbell, Patsy Taggart, the other members of the Referees Board and all referees I say thank you for 

a job well done. I say a special word of thanks to the members of the Millennium Committee whose 

trojan work will become evident over the next two years. 

It is with mixed feelings that I stand down today – relief, tinged with regret. Over the past three years I 

have endeavoured to carry out the duties of County Chairman to the best of my ability. I have, at all 

times, endeavoured to preserve the integrity of the office while it was in my keeping. You will be the 

sole judge of how well I succeeded. I have always held the position of County Chairman in high regard 

and after three years I know that you are of the same opinion. Not once throughout my term of office 

did I encounter any disrespect of the position. There may have been disagreements with me as an 

individual, but never any disrespect for the position of County Chairman. At social functions Anne and 

I were, without exception, treated with the greatest courtesy and generosity. I thank you all sincerely 

for that and ask you to grant the same courtesy to the incoming Chairman.   

Finally, I know the G.A.A. in Tyrone is in good hands and I wish you all success both on, and off, the 

football field. 

Dia Libh sé. 

Go raibh maith agaibh go leir. 

 

10. Election of Officers - 1999   

 

10.1 D. Mac Eochaidh and S. Mac Giolla Phádraig were proposed as Cathaoirleach and Rúnaí for the 

election of Officers on the proposal of P. O’Neill and P. Nugent. 

 

10.2  Voting strength was enumerated as 109. 
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Cathaoirleach:    Cuthbert Ó Donnaile         (Unopposed) 

Leas-Cathaoirleach:  Liam Mac Niallais          (56 votes - Elected) 

    Uinseann Ó Beig            (53 votes - Eliminated)  

Rúnaí:    Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh         (Unopposed) 

Leas-Rúnaí:   Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil       (63 votes - Elected) 

    Liam Mac Craith            (46 votes - Eliminated) 

Cisteoir:   Gearóid Ó Brolcháin         (Unopposed) 

Ball Árd Chomhairle:  Séamas Ó Treasaigh         (Unopposed) 

Baill Chomhairle Uladh:  Pól Ó Dubhrósa          (84 votes; 97 votes - Elected)         

Séamas Ó Corrain          (45 votes; 66 votes - Elected) 

Uinseann Ó Beig            (43 votes; 54 votes – Eliminated) 

    Pádraig Mac Artain         (39 votes - Eliminated) 

Cathaoirleach Coiste Riaracháin 

Na gCluichí:   Peadar Ó Cinnéide                 (Unopposed) 

Oifigeach na nÓg:  Séamas Mac Domhnaill         (65 votes - Elected) 

    Seán Ó Beaglaioch         (43 votes - Eliminated) 

Oifigeach na Gaeilge:  Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig    (Unopposed) 

Baill an Choiste:   Breandán Ó hEarcáin            (Unopposed) 

    Aine Nic Eochaidh         (Unopposed)   

 

11. New Chairman 

On taking up his new post C. Donnelly felt it was a great honour for him and stated that he would work 

totally in the service of the Clubs in the county, with great enthusiasm. His major emphasis during his 

term of office would be on discipline at every level through the club, managers, supporters and players; 

he thought that with the right management structures in place the county could achieve All-Ireland 

successes at both U-21 and senior levels, following that of the minor team in 1998.  

He went on to welcome the new vice-Chairman to the Committee and he paid tribute to V. Beggs who 

lost his Ulster Council seat to the outgoing Chairman, as well as to those other nominees who had 

contested elections without success. He also thanked P. Doris for his work during the previous three 

years as County Chairman.  

 

12. Na Rúin  

12.1.1 Motion 1 was proposed by D. Mac Eochaidh, on behalf of Coiste Thír Eoghain, who stated that 

its purpose was to create a new position on the County Committee for a person to become responsible, 

solely, for Hurling Development. This post would be filled by election at next year’s county convention 

where all Clubs would have an opportunity to vote for a candidate. Currently, there was much criticism 

of the state of hurling within Clubs and also at county level, particularly with regard to fulfilling 

fixtures, and it was felt that there was a huge amount of work to be undertaken in the development and 

promotional fields. He thought that a sub-committee should be put in place to address these matters 

under the chairmanship of a member of the County Committee and that the initial step that could be 

taken at this Convention was the creation of the position of Hurling Development Officer.    

It was also pointed out that the current section (b) of Bye-Law No. 2 was being deleted, to be included 

as a new section of Bye-Law 17, in keeping with the guidance provided by Coiste Bainistí. 

12.1.2 S. Mac Giolla Phádraig seconded the motion. 

12.1.3 F. Rodgers said that he was confused about several of the motions on the Clár and was of the 

opinion that matters like these should not be rushed into. 

12.1.4 A. Ó hEarcáin agreed that more time should be taken to consider this type of motion particularly 

in view of the fact that some delegates had departed. 

12.1.5 Speaking in support of the motion J. McElhatton pointed out that at present there was only one 

elected representative in the county for hurling, and that was a fixtures secretary on the Games 

Administration Committee. 

12.1.6 L. McGrath supported the motion stating that the GAC Secretary in his annual report had called 

on the County Committee to do something about the state of hurling, and here, now was an opportunity 

being provided for clubs to support the initial step being taken by the County Committee. 

12.1.7 Decision: The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

12.2.1In proposing Motion  2, on behalf of Coiste Thír Eoghain, D. Mac Eochaidh informed 

Convention that the purpose of this amendment of Bye-Law No. 5 was to ensure that the Chairman of 

the Coaching and Development sub-committee was an elected member of the County Committee. 
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Traditionally this had always been the case, but it was felt that the chairmanship of this important body 

should be safeguarded in bye-law. 

12.2.2 S. Mac Giolla Phádraig seconded the motion. 

12.2.3 Decision: The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

12.3.1 On behalf of Coiste Thír Eoghain, D. Mac Eochaidh proposed Motion 3 which affected the 

constitution of the Games Administration Committee. He stated that it was a follow-on to Motion 1 in 

that it allowed the representatives of the County Handball Committee, County Primary Schools 

Committee and County Secondary and County Vocational Schools’ Committee to be part of the Games 

Administration Committee. Here, they would have the same role and powers as outlined in Rule 55 

(Official Guide – 1997). This meant that these representatives would have an input at the monthly 

meetings attended by all Clubs, and would be in keeping with the advice and guidelines provided by 

Coiste Bainistí (23-08-97) which stated that, ‘in a county which did not have a County Committee with 

representation by clubs, the schools representatives should attend the Committee which had the 

greatest number of clubs represented’.        

Although the Bye-Law was also being re-worded there was no other amendment or implied change. 

12.3.2 S. Mac Giolla Phádraig seconded the motion, and also stated that the County Handball 

Committee was currently represented at the monthly meetings of the GAC, and this practice should 

continue. 

12.3.3 F. Rodgers queried why the three representatives should be part of the GAC when there had 

been no change to the Rules of the Official Guide in recent years to allow this. The same situation was 

accepted at last year’s Convention when it was decided that the position of GAC Chairman could only 

be filled by election at County Convention. 

12.3.4 G. Bradley stated that all members of the County Committee must be elected at County 

Convention, and to appoint a member to the Committee, such as the GAC Chairman, left the 

Committee open to an objection from a club such as his own Club. 

12.3.5 D. Magee queried why the Grammar Schools did not have any representation under Official 

Guide Rules or Bye-Laws. 

12.3.6 B. Harkin suggested that a group should sit down and look at our present structures to see if they 

needed amendment. If so, changes could be brought along to next year’s Convention. 

12.3.7 In summary, D. Mac Eochaidh stated that the GAC, meeting on a monthly basis, was the most 

appropriate place for the Schools’ and Handball representatives to exchange information with delegates 

from all Clubs within Tír Eoghain. If there were specific matters which any of them wished to discuss 

with the County Committee they could meet with that body, also. 

Referring to the Grammar Schools representation, he thought that it was included in the phrase ‘County 

Secondary and County Vocational Schools’ 

12.3.8 Decision: The motion was passed with six votes against. 

 

12.4.1 Proposing Motion 4 on behalf of Coiste Thír Eoghain, J. Treacy said this was an attempt to deal 

with the vexed question of experimentation which takes place in the two year period before a Playing 

Rule Change year. If this motion was passed there would still be the experimentation up to 2000 and 

again in the two-year period prior to 2010; however, it could not take place in the two-year period 

before 2005. By having experimentation on the frequent, regular basis that we now exists, the message 

going out is that there is something very wrong with our games, and also that we don’t seem to be 

capable of  correcting whatever is wrong. 

12.4.2 The motion was seconded by P. Doris 

12.4.3 Decision: The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

12.5.1 Motion 5 was ruled out of order on the grounds that Rule 111 (O.G. 1997) should have been 

quoted. 

 

12.6.1 In proposing Motion 6 on behalf of Omagh B. McAleer began by saying that it was not his 

intention to be divisive nor to do any damage to the Association; he felt that enough damage had been 

done to our image by many sources, in the way a suggestion for a soccer match in Healy Park came to 

the attention of the Club, in the way it was portrayed in the press and in the way it was dealt with by 

the Association at national level.  

He thought that the current Rule tied the hands of the Association and that by making the amendment 

as proposed it would give Ard Chomhairle greater freedom to take a decision, if a similar future 

tragedy occurred, as in Omagh on 15th August.          
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12.6.2 L. McGrath seconded the motion, stating that the manner of dealing with the matter by the 

Association’s PRO at Croke Park brought severe criticism from those outside the Association. This 

amendment was not an attempt just to re-write Rule 42 but was coming from a genuine desire to 

enhance the image of the Association and to portray it as a caring and considerate sporting association. 

12.6.3 The following speakers were opposed to, or could not support, the amendment and all expressed 

their sympathies to St. Enda’s Club on the most awkward position it had been put into by the 

speculation of the press concerning a soccer game that no-one has, as yet, provided any detail on, and 

by the handling of the affair by Croke Park.     

P. Nugent, S. Donnelly, A. Ó hEarcáin, P. Darcy, P. Kennedy. 

12.6.4 Speakers in support of the amendment were: J. Dooher, D. McGirr, S. Kearney, P. Doris, B. 

McGirr. 

12.6.5 Speaking on the motion were: G. Bradley, F. Rodgers and J. Darcy who all considered that the 

authority to take a decision already lay with Ard Chomhairle, and therefore, the amendment was not 

required. 

12.6.6 Also speaking on the motion were: D. McCaughey, B. Harkin and J. McCabe who 

recommended that the motion be withdrawn on the understanding that the issue would be raised with 

Coiste Bainistí by J. Treacy with possible reference back to Ard Chomhairle. 

12.6.7 J. Treacy pointed out that policy regarding playing of soccer on GAA pitches had been 

established as a result of discussions at Congress, and it was not within the power of the Uachtarán to 

give any decision other than to restate policy. He went on to say that if Convention so wished he would 

be prepared to take the matter to the Association at Management level and request that the 

Association’s strategy regarding Rule 42 be reviewed. 

12.6.8 In conclusion B. McAleer accepted the offer made by J. Treacy and then Cathaoirleach, C. 

Donnelly was requested not to put the motion. 

 

12.7.1 Donal Magee proposed Motion 7 on behalf of Killyclogher saying that it would allow the 

County Committee to consider methods for increasing the number of games which could be played by 

Clubs in the senior hurling championship. He felt that some changes were also needed in youth 

competitions and that his Club’s motion should possibly have gone further and included youth fixtures 

in it. 

12.7.2  The motion was seconded by M. Kerr. 

12.7.3  Decision: The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

12.8.1 Motion 8 was proposed by M. Doran on behalf of Stewartstown who said that the current cost 

of tickets almost excludes families from attending All-Ireland semifinals and finals. Prices should be 

maintained at their present levels.   

12.8.2 The motion was seconded by M. Gallagher.  

12.8.3 Speaking on the motion, J. Treacy indicated that the cost of tickets was reviewed on an annual 

basis by Management and its decisions were carefully scrutinised by Central Council, which had a 

member elected directly by every county. He pointed out that the Association is now a multi-million 

pound business which was developing a major stadium at Croke Park, and one of the sources of income 

was ticket sales. It was also made clear that for all games in Croke Park up to the All-Ireland semifinals 

there was a family ticket introduced; this had also been available this year for patrons attending the All-

Ireland semifinal in which Tír Eoghain minors were involved. 

 Decision: The motion was not put. 

 

12.9.1  Motion 9 was proposed by J. McCullagh on behalf of Gortin. 

12.9.2  The motion was seconded by J. Dooher. 

12.9.3  In support of the motion G. Bradley said that if this were accepted the County Committee 

business would be done with the Clubs and would be more open. Where business involved personal 

circumstances which would be inappropriate to deal with openly, it could be referred to the County 

Executive for consideration. 

12.9.4  Speaking against the motion F. Rodgers said that it had been poorly thought out and prepared 

and was even very mixed up. There would be great confusion between the terms, County Committee, 

County Executive and County Board. Also, he wondered whether there would be any difficulty in 

ensuring that Club delegates would attend a GAC meeting and also a County Committee on a regular 

basis, when at present there was not full attendance at every monthly meeting of the former.    

12.9.5  J. Treacy speaking against the motion was of the opinion that the County Executive should be 

more broadly based but thought that the method of increasing the size might be better done by the 
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method suggested by the County Secretary, in his report. By passing this motion we would be going 

from one end of the scale to the other in one jump and this would not be the best way forward. 

12.9.6  S. Kearney spoke against the motion expressing similar sentiments. 

12.9.7 E. McConnell stated that he was strongly in favour of the motion because if the County 

Executive had nothing to hide, it should not fear doing all its business in the presence of Club 

delegates. 

12.9.8  Decision: At this stage the motion was withdrawn by G. Bradley on behalf of the Gortin Club. 

    

 

 
County Senior Football Champions – 1999  Naomh Colmcille, An Charraig 

Mhór Aireagal Chiaráin 
 

 

 
 

County Minor Football Champions – 1999  Aireagal Chiaráin 
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TUARASCÁIL AN RÚNAÍ 
 

Bliain rathúil eile do Chumann Lúthchleas Gael i dTír Eoghain a bhí sa bhliain 

1999 ag leibhéal an Chlub agus ag leibhéal an Chondae araon. Ó thaobh na peile de, 

choinnigh foireann na mionúr ceannas Uladh sa Léig ach níor éirigh lán chomh maith 

leo agus a d’éirigh leo i gComórtas Craoibhe na bliana 1998, cé gur choinnigh 

foireann na sinsear a stádas i Rannóg a hAon sa Sraithchomórtas Náisiúnta Peile.  

Bhí ár gcuid iománaithe chun tosaigh athuair. Bhain siad Ceannas Uladh agus 

ghlac siad páirt i gcluiche Ceannais na hÉireann i ngrád na sóisear. Bhain na foirne 

faoi-16 agus faoi-18 a gcuid rannóg craoibhe ‘C’ agus ar mhí-ámharaí an tsaoil theip 

orthu an gradam uile-Éireann a bhaint in éadan Ard Mhacha agus Mhaigh Eo ag céim 

an cheannais agus an leathcheannais faoi seach  

Bhain Cumann Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn, craobh sinsearach an chondae 

san iománaíocht don seachtú huair déag agus lena chois sin bhain siad Sciath Uladh 

den chéad uair riamh in éadan Burt Thír Chonaill. Sa pheil, bhain An Charraig Mhór 

Craobh sinsearach an Chondae don dóú huair déag ar fad agus don triú huair sna 

nóchaidí. Bhí an bua ag Aireagal Chiaráin don chéad uair ag leibhéal na mionúr. 

Chuir cuid foirne na nGairmscoileanna le rathúnas na bliana 1998 nuair a 

bhain foireann an chondae ceannas Uladh agus ghlac páirt i gCraobhchluiche na 

hÉireann; choinnigh Coláiste na Trionóide Naofa, An Chorra Chríochach ceannas 

Chuige Uladh sa ghrád faoi-18 agus is beag ar fad nár bhain siad Cluiche Ceannais na 

hÉireann. Bhain Ardscoil Eoin, An Droim Mór, Craobh Uladh faoi-16 rud nach 

ndearna siad le cúig bliana is fiche anuas.      

In Scór an nÓg, Tír Eoghain had two All-Ireland finalists - Cill Íseal (Ballad 

Group) and an Omaigh (Ceili Dance Team); at senior level, three Clubs reached the 

All-Ireland finals, Coill na Chlochair (Ceili Dance Team), Eaglais (Novelty Act) and 

Eochar (Recitation); disappointingly, and in spite of excellent performances, there 

was no All-Ireland title for Tír Eoghain in 1999.  

One of the major changes of the final year of the decade was the novel 

restructuring of the football league, and of the hurling and football championships. 

The 3-division 16-team league was converted to four 12-team divisions in order to 

attempt to inject new excitement and competitiveness into league games and thereby 

improve the standard, which was believed to be slipping. Twenty-four clubs 

participated in the senior championship from Divisions 1A and 1B and there were 

twelve clubs each in the intermediate and junior grades. The resulting reduction in the 

number of league games and the administration of them has not, however, proved to 

be the remedy that was required. On the other hand, greater numbers of, and more 

meaningful games were considered to be necessary for the six hurling clubs and these 

have been satisfactorily achieved with a ‘round-robin’ preliminary stage for the 

weaker sides, with the top two progressing to the semi-finals.   

Physical development of facilities at Club level has continued right across the 

county during this past twelve months; grounds are being upgraded, second training 

pitches have been developed and a number of Clubs have opened or renovated their 

own social centres. All of this work is being undertaken to a very high specification 

and standard and is to be welcomed; however, it is of the utmost importance that all 

Clubs adhere to the procedures and policies agreed within the county, before initiating 

any development. In particular they should ensure that the Club is in a suitable 

financial position to complete the development without the need for borrowings from 

sources which make high demands in return.  
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CLUB AFFAI RS  

 

FOOTBALL 
 

Club activities, on the playing front, commenced in rather poor style on Sunday 7th 

March due to unfavourable weather and ground conditions; of the twenty-four Cup 

games arranged by Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí only six could proceed. All Senior 

teams had been expected to get the season underway with participation in the Frank 

O’Neill Cup while the Intermediate and Junior teams were involved in the McElduff 

Cup. Eventually the mandatory first three rounds were concluded in time to 

commence the new-look All-County League on Sunday 11th April; here, the Senior 

teams were divided into Divisions 1A and 1B, Intermediate teams constituted 

Division 2 and Junior teams played in Division 3. The eleven-match programme ran 

relatively smoothly, as arranged, in the opening weeks but then the ever-recurring 

problem of postponements - due to holidays, county team involvement, and club 

championship caused a major deterioration in regular games activity for club players. 

The outcome was that in the better weather and ground conditions, during July and 

August, many Clubs had almost no adult league fixtures! 

As well as a newly designed league structure in 1999 there were novel features 

introduced for the championships; an entirely new draw was made on the completion 

of each round which added to the sense of excitement and reduced the predictability 

factor from the outcome; the Junior and Intermediate championships each consisted of 

twelve teams, while the Senior championship was boosted up to a total of twenty-four 

teams. This would provide a programme of 45 games which were scheduled to 

commence on Friday 14th May and conclude with the Senior final on Sunday 5th 

September. It was decided that all games would be arranged as weekend evening 

fixtures, to cause minimum interference with the league programme, and they should 

be as widespread as possible, to afford the opportunity of attendance to the maximum 

number of supporters. Although four replays were required in 1999, and having some 

disruption caused by the postponement of the Senior hurling final, the full programme 

of games was completed successfully on Sunday 19th September.  

The championships may not have been memorable for outstanding displays of 

football but all of them did throw up the odd upsets, which make them so attractive 

and exciting to the supporters. Indeed the fans turned out in increased numbers this 

year again ensuring that the championships were another financial success. All games 

were highly competitive and while the great majority of players displayed a high level 

of sportsmanship, together with total commitment, there were a few individuals who 

overstepped the boundary of good discipline which is expected. In one particular 

instance, in the Junior Championship, a number of players and supporters brought 

unwarranted discredit to their respective Clubs by their silly behaviour at the 

conclusion of a somewhat one-sided game. 

At Junior level Droim Ratha reached their first final since 1987, with a tough opener 

against Eochair followed by victories against Caisleán na Deirge and Doire Treasc. 

Their opponents, coming through by a shorter route with wins against An Charraig 

and Clochar, were An Chraobh. Droim Ratha, due mainly to their ability to score 

goals at vital stages of the game, emerged victorious with a winning margin of four 

points in the final played at Pomeroy.     
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Achadh Uí Aráin reached the Intermediate final having defeated An Goirtín, Urnaí 

(after a replay) and Cill Íseal. Here they met Bruach Áille which only three years 

earlier had gained promotion due to their success in the Junior final. This year Bruach 

Áille had been successful against Bearach, E. R. Uí Néill and Cill na mBán in the 

semi-final. In the final they surged into a comfortable lead, only to be caught up with 

as the match ended; however, in the replay back in Omagh, they again eased into a 

useful lead which Achadh Uí Aráin were unable to overcome, and so gained access to 

senior football for the first time ever.   

The Senior Final brought together a unique pairing of ‘old hands’ - An Charraig Mhór 

- seeking their twelfth championship, and Coill an Chlochair - appearing in their first 

ever final in the 95-year history of the club. Both teams had the luck of the draw in 

not having to participate in the championship’s first round; then, Coill an Chlochair 

easily accounted for Clann na nGael in round 2, while An Charraig Mhór needed a 

second attempt to dispose of Cluain Eo. This was followed by comfortable victories 

against Droim Mór and Baile na Móna while Coill an Chlochair defeated An Maigh 

and then totally surprised last season’s champions, Árd Bó. 

Played at Healy Park Omagh, the final turned out to be a disappointing affair as far as 

the standard of football was concerned; in the opening period the gameplan for Coill 

an Chlochair fell apart when the tension of the occasion seemed to affect the whole 

side, and An Charraig Mhór capitalised fully to lead at the interval by 1-07 to 0-02. 

During the second half An Charraig Mhór thought they had done enough, but were 

pushed strongly by their then more relaxed opponents, and they eventually added 

three points to secure a deserved victory, winning by 1-10 to 1-06.  

Also participating on County Finals’ day were the Minor players from Aireagal 

Chiaráin and An Chorra Chríochach. The Fr Rock’s side had defeated Ard Bó, Cill 

Íseal and Droim Mór while Aireagal had equally impressive results against Cluain Eo, 

Cill Dreasa and Oileán a’Ghuail on their way to the final. On the day, the mid-Tyrone 

side proved much too strong and went on to easily win their first-ever Minor 

championship title. 

The fifth team on show in Healy Park on the day was the outstanding Cumann Naomh 

Mhic Artáin Trí Leac side which won back to back Senior titles in 1974–5. Having 

been introduced to the appreciative crowd each member of the panel, was presented 

with a memento of the Silver Jubilee occasion by County Chairman Cuthbert Ó 

Donnaile.     

Congratulations is extended to all championship winners on their major achievements 

in 1999 – Aireagal Chiaráin, for their Grade 1 Minor title, Droim Ratha at Junior 

level, Bruach Áille with the Intermediate title and An Charraig Mhór again at Senior 

level. There was disappointment, yet again, for the senior champions of Tír Eoghain 

when they lost by a single point to the Antrim winners, Cargin, at Casement Park in 

the first round of the Ulster Championship. 

Again, tribute is paid to all our match officials – the referees, the linesmen and the 

umpires - who participated in the championships and particularly to the finals’ 

referees,  Martin Sludden (Minor), Stephen Harte (Junior), John Kerlin (Intermediate) 

and Michael Hughes (Senior). Gratitude is expressed, also, to the many clubs that 

made their facilities and grounds available for hosting championship games, 

especially Omagh and Pomeroy, which capably handled all five of the major finals in 

1999. Finally, thanks is due to the many stewards from the other Clubs who are 

responsible for the sale and collection of  admission tickets throughout the 

championship season and also to the bands from Clonoe and Augher / Clogher which 

played at the county finals.
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HURLING 
 

Further to discussion which took place at the 1998 Chomhdháil Bhliantúil a new 

format was drafted for the senior hurling championship within the county. This 

proved to be an outstanding success; it was designed to provide a greater number of 

championship games, particularly for the weaker teams and to provide more balanced 

matches. This was achieved by selecting the four weaker teams – based on their 

finishing positions in the 1998 league – and arranging a round-robin set of fixtures. 

These preliminary games took place over three consecutive weekends with the fullest 

co-operation of the clubs concerned. Many of the matches were very close affairs and 

the top two teams which were to progress to the next stage of the championship were 

not decided upon until the final rounds were played. While it was initially agreed that 

all games would take place at a central venue, it was not possible to carry this through 

and so a number of games were played on home pitches. An Omaigh, with two 

victories and a draw, emerged in top position followed by na Seamrogai which had 

wins against Naomh Colmcille and Coill an Chlochair. In the semi-final draw an 

Omaigh were paired with the 1998 champions An Charraig Mhór while na Seamrogai 

drew Dún Geanainn; both of the qualifying teams lost to their stronger opponents by 

nine points. 

The county final, together with the Junior football final, was re-arranged for Pomeroy 

on Sunday, 22nd August, one week later than originally planned, thanks to the co-

operation of the participating Clubs. Dún Geanainn settled into their game more 

quickly and being much more dominant in all sectors of the field nudged ahead by 

three points at the interval. Shortly after the break An Charraig Mhór had 

levelled the scores with a scrambled goal, but surprisingly, then failed to score again 

in the match. So on a final scoreline of 2-07 to 1-05 Dún Geanainn collected their 

17th Tír Eoghain senior championship and their 6th in the ‘90s. 

In reviewing this novel championship of 1999 it is worth noting that the two weakest 

teams each had three competitive games; the next two, which qualified for the 

semifinals, each had four matches while the strongest two teams had two games also. 

Thus, a total of nine championship games were provided compared with four in the 

previous system – one quarterfinal, two semifinals and the final. While the weaker 

teams should have certainly benefited from an increased number of games, the 

stronger teams did not have the same advantage. It could be argued that the winning 

team, i.e. the county champions, gains by participation in the Ulster championship, 

but, if there was a desire to do so the county championship could be extended even 

further. It would be possible to allow the four semi-finalists to play each other in a 

second round-robin system with the top two teams meeting in the county final; while 

this would provide a further four matches, a downside might be that teams would be 

meeting each other too often with the possibility of rivalries becoming a little too 

intense. 

In the Ulster championship Dún Geanainn progressed to the Shield final with a 2-20 

to 2-07 victory against Cavan champions, Mullahoran at Breffni Park. A week later 

they faced Burt from Donegal at Glenn; their opponents looked promising at the 

outset but failed to maintain their momentum and Dún Geanainn led by six points at 

the halfway stage. At the final whistle this lead had been stretched to eleven points 

and Dún Geanainn had won their first Ulster Shield, thereby emulating the feat of An 

Charraig Mhór in the previous year. In the Ulster semi-final Dún 

Geanainn were drawn at home to the reigning Down and Ulster champions, 

Ballygalget; here, the successful run of the Tír Eoghain champions concluded against 
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a team which were a class apart and which managed to run up a score of two goals 

and twenty-two points! 

Congratulations is extended to Cumann Eoghan Ruadh, Dún Geanainn on winning the 

county championship and also their excellent representation at provincial level where 

the Ulster Shield was retained.  

Again, at this stage, gratitude is expressed to the many Clubs which hosted hurling 

championship games during the season, Carrickmore, Strabane, Killyclogher, Omagh, 

Clogher and Pomeroy. To have such an extensive list of Clubs is indicative of the 

high standard of facilities that are available to hurling across the county.  

Finally tribute is paid to the small, hard-working group of match officials who take 

charge of the hurling games in Tír Eoghain, and especially to John Devlin who 

officiated at the 1999 senior final.  
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

County Chairman Cuthbert Donnelly presents the Paddy Cullen Cup to the 

Brackaville Captain on winning the Intermediate Championship 
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LIOSTA NA LAOCH 
 

 

IOMÁNA 

Competition Winner    Runner-up 

Sinsear  C. Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn   C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   

Fé-21  C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   C. Eoghain Rua, Dún Geanainn  

Mionúir  C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   C. Naoimh Colm Cille  

Fé-16  C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór  Cumann na Seamrog  

Fé-14  C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór   Cumann na Seamrog   

Féile na nGael C. Éire Óig, An Charraig Mhór  Cumann na Seamrog  

 

PEIL 

Competition Winner    Runner-up 

Sinsear  Naomh Colmcille, an Carraig Mhór  Naomh Mhuire, Coill an Chlochair   

Idirmheanach C. Eoghain Rua, Bruach Áille   Naomh Dabhóg, Achadh Uí Aráin  

Soisear  C. an tSáirsealaigh, Droim Ratha  C. na Clairsigh, an Chraobh 

U-21  Naomh Pádraig, Eaglais   Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin 

     

Mionúir (1) Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin  An Chorra Chríochach 

Mionúir (2) C. Thír na nÓg, an Mhaigh,   Naomh Mhic Artain, Tri Leac   

Mionúir (3) Eoghain Rua, Bruach Áille  C. Chaoimhín de Barra, Doire Locháin  

 

Fé-16 (1) Cumann na bhFian, Oileán a’Ghuail Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin    

Fé-16 (2) C. Thomáis Uí Cleirigh, Dún Geanainn C. Naoimh Muire, Cill Íseal 

Fé-16 (3) Clann na nGael     C. Chaoimhín de Barra, Doire Locháin  

 

Fé-14 (1)  An Chorra Chríochach   Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin   

Fé-14 (2)  Naomh Mhuire, Cill Íseal    C. an tSáirsealaigh, Droim Ratha   

Fé-14 (3) Cumann Éire Óig, Clochar   Cumann Naomh Pádraig, Goirtín  

Féile  Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin   An Chorra Chríochach 

 

Corn S. Uí  Cumann Uilf Tón, Cill Dreasa  Cumann Uí Raithile, Cluain Eo  

Doibhlinn 

 

Corn F. Uí Néill  Cumann Aireagail Chiaráin  Cumann Mhic Siogair, an Sráth Ban        

 

Corn S. Mhic  Cumann na Craoibhe Rua, Bearach   Cumann an Phiarsaigh, Fionntamhnach 

Oireachtaigh 

 

Corn M. Mhic  Cumann na Craoibhe Rua, Bearach  C. Eoghain Rua, Bruach Áille  

Giolla Dhuibh 
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County Senior Hurling Champions – 1999  

Eoghan Ruadh, Dún Geanainn 

 
 

 

 

 
 

County Junior Football Champions – 1999  

Cumann na tSáirsealaigh, Droim Ratha 
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INTER -COUN TY AFFAIRS  
 

HURLING 
 

SENIOR TEAM 

National League  

 

Tír Eoghain moved from Division 3 to Division 2 of the NHL at the end of 1998, not 

due to promotion, but on the basis of restructuring which also took into account its 

fourth place in the Division 2 league of 1998. For 1999 the team was expected to 

continue to improve, as stated in last year’s Tuarascáil: ‘While it might be over-

optimistic to expect to win this Division 2, there is no doubt that Tír Eoghain can 

consolidate its status in the new set-up and, realistically, should aim for a mid-table 

position again in 1999’.  

Well, the senior team commenced poorly being caught coldly against Cill Dara in the 

opening fixture on 21st February. While the players available had made the best 

preparations possible, the grounds and weather conditions during the early part of the 

year had left them at a distinct disadvantage compared to their southern counterparts. 

Lack of any competitive games since the Junior Championship of June 1998 would 

also have left players in a ‘rusty’ condition. Playing in Naas, Cill Dara scored three 

soft goals in the opening fifteen minutes as against a solitary point from the visitors, 

but the deficit was quickly reduced to three as Tír Eoghain increased the pressure in 

the second and third quarters. However, this could not be sustained into the final 

phase of the game when Cill Dara finished strongly again to win very comfortably. 

In round 2 there was a home match against close neighbours and strong rivals 

Muineachán; down through the years there had never been more than a few points 

between these sides when they faced each other in league or championship and the 

same was expected this time also. It was not to be however because Tír Eoghain were 

totally dominant in all sectors of the field of play; having scored two fine goals in the 

first few minutes Tír Eoghain went from strength to strength and set up a ten-point 

interval lead. Although conceding a second half penalty the team continued to play 

well in defence and while going forward and finished as comfortable winners with a 

scoreline of 3-12 to 1-07. 

A second visit to Leinster to meet An Mhí was the third round fixture. Here, Tír 

Eoghain again leaked goals at important stages in each half and while they displayed 

some excellent skill and commitment in many areas it was not  

sufficient to overcome the damage due to the goals. Tír Eoghain were slow to get 

started and having conceded the early first goal they were always chasing the game 

which led to over anxiety and too much urgency when on the ball. In the end, a seven 

point defeat appeared severe considering the genuine effort and creditable second half 

performance. 

For the second time in successive years Tír Eoghain travelled to Ruislip to take on 

London; in the 1998 fixture London won comfortably by thirteen points, but this year 

there was a strong determination that the outcome would not be similar. In this game, 

against the exiles from Tipperary, Kilkenny and several other strong hurling counties 

Tír Eoghain continued to display tremendous courage and skill and deservedly led by 

a single point at the halfway stage. In a very high-scoring second period the teams 

were evenly matched with Tír Eoghain scoring 3-04 against London’s 1-10 and 

thereby securing their first victory on British soil. 
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In Round 5 the opposition in Omagh was last year’s Ulster senior championship 

finallists, Doire. Most observers considered that this game would be over as a contest 

well before halftime. While Tír Eoghain did lose, the team once again performed 

extremely well, showing further improvement from its previous outing. Entering the 

closing stages of the game Doire only led by four points and but for an 

uncharacteristic goalkeeping error in the final three minutes there could have been a 

major surprise in Healy Park. 

Playing its fourth match in as many weeks in the NHL Tír Eoghain travelled back 

again to Leinster – this time on a first ever visit to Carlow. The long journey seemed 

to have taken its toll because, although the visitors were first to score, they were 

behind by a massive fifteen points at the break. On the restart Tír Eoghain played with 

outstanding bravery and were unfortunate not to have finished off three goal chances; 

they did manage to score 2 goals and 6 points and while they could not close the gap 

fully they  emerged from the game with some of their pride restored, on a final 

scoreline of 3-13 to 2-08.   

The seventh League outing was against Iarmhí in O’Neill Park, Dungannon. Playing 

against the breeze, Tír Eoghain began well and led by a single point at halftime. 

However, some poor defensive lapses, which resulted in a pair of goals, at the start of 

the second half allowed the opposition to get back into the game; while Tír Eoghain 

battled strongly they were unable to prevent Iarmhí from opening up a comfortable 

lead as the game entered the final phase.  

In round 8 Tír Eoghain travelled to Ros Comáin with a weakened team suffering from 

several losses due to injuries. Although having commenced well Tír Eoghain found 

the opposition to be very sharp in taking scores as the first half progressed. After the 

break, however, they were much more successful in shackling the Ros Comáin attack, 

and while they went on to win the second half the home side had done enough in the 

opening period to claim both league points.   

The final league fixture was at home against the divisional leaders, Cill Mhantáin. 

After a slow start Tír Eoghain managed to stay with the promotion-chasing visitors 

and were behind by only three points at the halftime interval. However, on the re-start 

poor defending allowed Cill Mhantáin to snatch two simple goals, which effectively 

concluded the game as a contest.  

Thus Tír Eoghain completed their league campaign having secured sufficient points 

from their two wins to survive the issue of relegation. If grounds and weather 

conditions had been better prior to the start of the league, greater preparation would 

have probably resulted in two further wins; if a fully fit panel had been available 

throughout the league there is no doubt that Tír Eoghain would have finished in a 

much higher mid-table position. Nevertheless, the county players did make very good 

progress during the 1999 league, with many heartening displays of ever-improving 

skills and total enthusiasm and commitment on the field of play. Their discipline was 

always of the highest standard also – they progressed through their nine-match 

programme without a single player being reported or sent off for any offence – for 

this, all players must be congratulated.   

 

Ulster Championship 

 

In the first round Tír Eoghain were drawn away to Fear Manach in a fixture which 

was sandwiched between the last two NHL fixtures. The home side opened the 

scoring with an early point but then could only manage one further point in the first 

half. This was due to their poor shooting and the sound defensive work of the Tír 
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Eoghain backs. The forwards were also significantly sharper and all Fear Manach 

indiscretions were severely punished by excellent free-taking. Following half-time, 

when the scoreline read 1-07 to 0-02, Fear Manach edged back into the game scoring 

a goal and two points; this seemed to unsettle the Tír Eoghain defence which began to 

show some signs of desperation. They held out well however, and then finished 

strongly to achieve a five point winning margin. 

A fortnight later there was a home semi-final against An Cabhán in Healy Park 

Omagh. Here Tír Eoghain had a torrid opening quarter with the defence conceding a 

goal and two points and the attack failing to score. The first half was completed in an 

unconvincing manner with only four points to show against the Division 3 side. In the 

third quarter Tír Eoghain playing with greater fluency and no little penetration to edge 

ahead by a point, and as the game drew to a conclusion the home team were totally 

dominant although they allowed an Cabhán in for an injury time goal. Final score read 

2-09 to 2-06 for Tír Eoghain and they were back in their third Ulster Final of the 

nineties.     

In the final Tír Eoghain worked hard as a team against an Dún which made the match 

highly competitive in the opening half; Tír Eoghain went into the lead in the second 

minute of the game and they were never overtaken throughout the hour, although the 

Mournemen were within a point at the break. In the second half Tír Eoghain put on a 

quality display of skilful hurling, were much more dominant and their magnificent 

accuracy from frees severely punished the indiscipline of their opponents. They ran 

out comfortable winners on a scoreline of 1-15 to 0-06 and so collected their third 

Provincial crown in five years. 

 

All-Ireland Championship 

 

Six weeks later, Londain travelled to Omagh as British champions for the All-Ireland 

semi-final and put up a more spirited fight than anticipated. In a shaky first half the 

Tír Eoghain defence were commanding,  limiting the visitors to just two scores but the 

midfield and attack, which was missing four of its regulars due to injury or 

suspension, struggled to stay in contention. After the interval Tír Eoghain opened up a 

five-point gap but could not finish off the Londoners, until three unanswered points 

from play in the closing stages finally crushed their spirit. 

The All-Ireland final was played in Cavan against defending champions, an Mhí. 

Here, on the day, Tír Eoghain struggled in many areas but the forwards were 

especially disappointing (scoring only 3 times from play) against more mobile 

opponents. Again, for three-quarters of this game the defence was outstanding and 

entering the final eight minutes there was only a single point between the sides. 

However, a penalty not awarded and then a fortuitous second goal at this crucial stage 

was a bridge too far for Tír Eoghain, which then wilted allowing an Mhí to add a 

further five points. At the end an Mhí retained their title with a somewhat flattering 

winning scoreline  of 2-11 to 0-09     

   

The players who represented Tír Eoghain in the five championship matches in 1999 

were:  

Martin Ward (Shane O’Neill’s & Shamrocks), Shay O’Neill (Dún Geannain), 

George Byrne (Naomh Colm Cille), Eamon Hughes (Capt.) (Carrickmore), 

Kevin Cunningham (Omagh), Gary Hurson (Carrickmore), Noel Hurson 

(Carrickmore) (0-01), Paul Hughes (Carrickmore), Damian McCallion 

(Killyclogher) (0-05), Tommy Colton (Dungannon) (0-02), Paul Lavery 
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(Dungannon) (1-34), Plunkett Doyle (Carrickmore) (0-03), Declan Molloy 

(Dungannon), Vinny Owens (Killyclogher) (1-01), Pádraig Hughes 

(Carrickmore), Paul Sweeney (Carrickmore), Eamon Devlin (Dungannon) (1-05), 

Terry McGowan (Omagh) (1-05), Simon Johnston (Omagh), Eddie Shiels 

(Shamrocks), Damian O’Neill (Naomh Colm Cille), Barry O’Neill (Killyclogher), 

Damian Quigg (Shamrocks). 

 

Other members of the panel during the NHL were: Eddie McCurrie (Dungannon), 

Stephen Donnelly (Dungannon). 

 

It is appropriate now to offer sincere congratulations to all these players on winning 

the Ulster Junior Championship and also for maintaining their Division 2 league status 

in 1999; for many of these players this was their third Ulster championship medal, 

having earlier received one in 1995 and 1996, a fair reward indeed for the huge 

commitment made to the national game. Fullest congratulations together with a word 

of deep appreciation is extended to the team coach and manager, Breandán Ó 

hEarcáin, who had the distinction of fulfilling these roles on all three occasions when 

Tír Eoghain were crowned Ulster champions in the nineties. The work, time and effort 

which he has devoted to this panel of players, in managing and training, throughout 

the past five years has been phenomenal and most deserving of praise. 

 

Y o u t h   

 

U-21 Team 

At U-21 level Tír Eoghain had a resounding home victory against Muineachán in 

Omagh under the management of Breandán Ó hEarcáin and Stephen Donnelly, to 

progress into the Ulster Shield final. This victory resulted in the team having the 

opportunity to display their skills before a much larger attendance, when Comhairle 

Uladh arranged the final as curtain-raiser to the SFC replay between Dún na nGall and 

Ard Mhacha in Clones. Here, again Tír Eoghain were the dominant side and appeared 

to be easing toward a fairly comfortable victory until midway through the second half; 

then, when Ard Mhacha scored a fortunate goal they were allowed to take full control 

of the game until the finish, by which stage they had notched up a four-point winning 

margin.      

 

The U-21 representatives for Tír Eoghain were: 

Kevin Connolly, Damian Quigg, Gary McGettigan, Chris McDaid (Na 

Seamroga), Paul Keyes, Vincent Kerr, Niall McKenna (Coill an Chlochair), 

Eugene Molloy, Barry Winters, Ryan Winters, Paul Lavery (Capt), Terry 

McIntosh, Fintan McCluskey (Dún Geanainn), Kevin Cunningham, Thomas 

Cunningham, Simon Johnston, Gary McGoldrick (An Omaigh), Paul Hughes,  

Ciaran McElhatton, Adrian Slane (An Charraig Mhór), Damian Corr, Francie 

McCann, Ryan O’Neill (Naomh Colmcille) 

   

U-18 Team 

 

Two competitions had been planned at inter-county level for the minor hurlers, but the 

first of these, which was to have replaced the minor league failed to materialise, 

mainly due to inclement weather at the appointed dates. The concept of this blitz-type 

competition is good and must be persevered with by Comhairle Uladh next season 
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again. The second competition which Tír Eoghain participated in was the ‘C’ 

championship which was set up on a regional basis with five single round fixtures. It 

turned out that Tír Eoghain had three victorious away games but none at home 

because the opponents, Dún na nGall and Fear Manach failed to field. The last away 

fixture against an Cabhán also decided the winners of the section and while Tír 

Eoghain ran out comfortable winners they fared poorly against Maigh Eo in the All-

Ireland final played in Ballyshannon. 

 

U-16 Team 

 

The county U-16 team also had a comparatively successful season in 1999. Under the 

management of Martin Boyle the team won its league section with victories against 

An Cabhán, Dún na nGall (twice) and Fear Manach (twice) although each of the latter 

two were not in a position to field teams at home. There was one defeat away to An 

Cabhán which meant that there was a tie with them for the top spot and this 

necessitated a playoff.  

However, when an appeal by An Cabhán against a decision of Comhairle Uladh was 

rejected by Coiste Bainistí they withdrew from the competition, resulting in Tír 

Eoghain being acclaimed winners and progressing to the All-Ireland semi-final. This 

game was played on a Thursday evening in September at Armagh against Ard 

Mhacha; with the early start required Tír Eoghain found themselves chasing the game 

from the outset and eventually lost out to a much stronger home side. 

Earlier in the season the U-16 team were able to benefit from the wonderful  

experience of attendance for one week at the Joe Cooney Summer School in Galway; 

here they became immersed in all the skills and the variations of hurling that they 

might not as readily see demonstrated at home. They also had the opportunity to put 

these new skills into practice by participating in several enjoyable challenge games.   

 

In concluding here, I express sincere gratitude to the managers of both these youth 

teams, namely Peter Kerr and Ciaran McHugh at minor level, and Martin Boyle for 

their tremendous effort and dedication to the promotion of hurling in Tír Eoghain. For 

their initial year in charge, their achievements were noteworthy in that, (a) they 

showed that where there was a high level of committment and leadership, the young 

players would follow good example, (b) all fixtures could be, and were fulfilled and, 

(c) they were successful in winning their respective  league sections.     
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SCÓR CLÁR – 1999 
 

          

An Sraith Náisiúnta – Roinn 2 

Feabhra 21 Tír Eoghain   0-10 Cill Dara        4-11 at Naas 

Márta 07 Tír Eoghain   3-12  Muineachán   1-07 at Omagh   

Márta 21 Tír Eoghain   2-07 An Mhí          3-11 at Trim 

Márta 27 Tír Eoghain   4-07  Londain          1-15 at Ruislip  

Aibreán 03  Tír Eoghain   1-08 Doire            2-13 at Omagh  

Aibreán 10 Tír Eoghain   2-08 Ceatharlach    3-13 at Carlow 

Aibreán 18 Tír Eoghain   1-10 Iar-Mhí         4-14 at Dungannon 

Bealtaine 02  Tír Eoghain   0-10 Ros Comáin    1-16 at Athleague 

Bealtaine 16  Tír Eoghain   2-05 Cill Mhaintáin 2-21 at Omagh  

 

An Chraobh Shóisear 

Bealtaine 09  Tír Eoghain   1-10 Fear Manach   1-05 at Enniskillen 

Bealtaine 23 Tír Eoghain   2-09 An Cabhán      2-06 at Omagh 

Meitheamh 06 Tír Eoghain   1-15 An Dún            0-06 at Armagh 

Iúil 18  Tír Eoghain   0-13  Londain  1-04 at Omagh 

Iúil 31  Tír Eoghain   0-09 An Mhí  2-11 at Cavan  

(All-Ireland Final) 

 

Faoi-21 

Bealtaine 29  Tír Eoghain   1-17 Muineachán  2-06 at Omagh 

Meitheamh 13 Tír Eoghain   1-12 Árd Mhacha  2-13 at Clones 

 

Mionúir 

Iúil 03  Tír Eoghain   2-15 An Lú             0-05 at Knockbride 

Iúil 10  Tír Eoghain   w/o Muineachán   d/f at Dungannon 

Iúil 17  Tír Eoghain   2-15 Dún na nGall  3-07 at Buncrana 

Iúil 24  Tír Eoghain   w/o Fear Manach  d/f at Carrickmore 

Iúil 31  Tír Eoghain   2-10 An Cabhán      1-06 at Cavan 

Lúnasa 21 Tír Eoghain   2-06 Maigh Eo        4-11 at Ballyshannon (Final) 

 

Faoi-16 

Iúil 07   Tír Eoghain  10-12 Fear Manach  1-03 at Omagh 

Iúil 14   Tír Eoghain    1-03  An Cabhán     1-06  at Cavan 

Iúil 21   Tír Eoghain    3-11 Dún na nGall  0-02 at Omagh 

Iúil 28   Tír Eoghain   w/o Fear Manach   d/f at Irvinestown 

Lúnasa 23  Tír Eoghain    3-16 An Cabhán     1-05 at Omagh 

Meán Fómhair 3 Tír Eoghain   w/o  Dún na nGall  d/f at Ballybofey 

Meán Fómhair 9 Tír Eoghain    0-08 Árd Mhacha   2-09 at Armagh 

(Section Final)   
 

Achomhaireacht 
 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Faoi-16 7 5 0 2 

Mionúr 6 5 0 1 

Faoi-21 2 1 0 1 

Sinnsear 14 6 0 8 
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FOOTBALL 

 
National Football League 1998-99 

 

The opening game in Section 1A of the newly-structured NFL was away to Átha 

Cliath on Sunday 1st November. Tír Eoghain travelled to Parnell Park with an 

understrength side due to suspensions and injuries and in the opening half were taught 

a lesson in skilful passing and long-range scoretaking by a slick moving city side. 

Having only scored two points in this period and demonstrating a total lack of  ideas 

they trailed by eight points at halftime. There was some greater determination shown 

in the second half but by then it was simply a matter of reducing the level of 

embarrassment, and this was just about achieved, with a final scoreline of 1-15 to 1-

09.   

Uibh Fhailí travelled north as NFL champions and with an enviable unbeaten record 

of sixteen games, for the second round fixture. Played in Pomeroy, Tír Eoghain 

fielded a full-strength side, and were much improved on their previous outing, 

particularly in the opening quarter; having taken an early three-point lead the home 

side relaxed too much and the teams were level at the break. They were level again at 

the finish with Tír Eoghain failing to defend a one point lead in the closing minute. 

The final game before the winter break was away to Liatroim, who were pointless. 

This was another match where Tír Eoghain failed to capitalise on their superiority, 

failed to take simple scoring chances and made too many silly basic errors; this 

allowed the home side to grow in confidence, to establish some self-belief and 

eventually, snatch a draw well into injury time. Tír Eoghain had led 1-04 to 1-03 at 

the interval having given away a penalty after twenty minutes, and when Liatroim 

scored their second goal after only seven minutes into the second half the visitors 

realised they were facing an uphill struggle.  

So, at the mid-point of the league Tír Eoghain were second from bottom with two 

points and without a league or championship win in 1998 since 15th February in 

Killarney.   

The NFL resumed after the winter break on 14th February and Tír Eoghain began with 

a deserved victory at home, against Dún na nGall. The visitors raced into a five-point 

lead in the opening quarter and while Tír Eoghain had caught up after twenty minutes, 

Dún na nGall were again two up at the break. With five minutes of the game 

remaining the home side took the lead for the first time and though coming under 

severe pressure through a further eight minutes of injury time, they defended 

resolutely and scored again to secure their first pair of league points. 

Having discovered how to win again, Tír Eoghain travelled confidently to Tuam to 

take on the All-Ireland champions; in this game they produced a refreshing 

performance and although missing a penalty in the early stages, led by four points at 

half-time. By the end of the game Gaillimh had been run ragged losing on a scoreline 

of 1-13 to 0-07. While the home side had appeared tired and jaded, there were many 

outstanding individual performances amongst the Tír Eoghain players to renew hope 

for the future. 

Corcaigh travelled to Dungannon for their Round 6 fixture as leaders of the division; 

Tír Eoghain dominated the opening half while playing against the wind and lead by 

four points at the break. In the second half they had to defend desperately to hang on 

to a two-point lead as Corcaigh increased the pressure. At the end Tír Eoghain had 

taken over as the new Division 1A leaders, and looked to be in a strong position to 

reach the play-off stages. 
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However, the final game was away to Ard Mhacha – a team which had a strong desire 

to eliminate Tír Eoghain from the competition. Here, Tír Eoghain resorted to all their 

old faults, mistakes and lack of discipline. While playing against a strong wind they 

fell behind in the opening half by six points although the home team had been reduced 

to fourteen players. In the second period Tír Eoghain were strong in defence, only 

allowing Ard Mhacha a single score in injury time; but the midfield and the attack 

were most disappointing throughout and totally bereft of imagination and ideas on 

how to break down a determined defence. In the end, Tír Eoghain lost by two points 

and finished up in joint fourth position in the division, failing to reach the knock-out 

stages, only on scoring averages.  

The teams which progressed were Ard Mhacha, Corcaigh and Atha Cliath while those 

which were relegated to division two were Uibh Fhailí and Liatroim.  

 

McKenna Cup 

 

Tír Eoghain played Muineachán in the Dr. McKenna Cup, sandwiched between 

Rounds 5 and 6 of the NFL. Both counties fielded relatively strong teams although 

both used the opportunity for experimentation with their fringe players. Played in an 

almost empty stadium, Tír Eoghain led by three points at half-time but needed a 

second half  injury-time point to draw level, 1-10 apiece. Both counties  and their 

teams agreed with Comhairle Uladh to play extra time, and here Muineachán got off 

to a great start by opening up a four point lead. They held out despite a number of 

strong, but fruitless Tír Eoghain attacks and progressed to the second round on a 

scoreline of 2-15 to 1-15. 

 

Ulster Senior Championship 

 

In 1999 Tír Eoghain supporters considered that the draw had been kind to the county 

with a first round game against Fear Manach, to be followed by a semi-final clash 

against An Dún and then the possibility of a final appearance against Ard Mhacha or 

Doire. 

Well that of course is not the way it transpired. There was an alarmingly comfortable 

first round victory against Fear Manach in Clones toward the end of June and that was 

the end of the success story. Fear Manach which had defeated Muineachán in a 

preliminary round were totally disappointing; having scored two points in the opening 

ten minutes they failed to score again before the break while Tír Eoghain opened up a 

seven-point lead. In the second half the formidable challenge expected from the 

opposition never materialised, leaving Tír Eoghain in almost total command in all 

areas of play and emerging with a ten-point winning margin.  

The ease of victory in this first round together with the high expectation level of 

supporters probably contributed to some extent to the fiasco that followed in the semi-

final at Casement Park against An Dún. Here, Tír Eoghain began in stylish fashion 

and swept aside the Mourne challenge in the opening period; they lead by four points 

to no score after eight minutes and with only seven minutes to the halftime interval 

were ahead by six points. From this point onward Tír Eoghain collapsed out of the 

game; the lead was gone after forty-three minutes due to a scrappy goal and an Dún 

knew they were home and dry when a second goal was scored thirteen minutes from 

the end. Tír Eoghain, now totally leaderless on the field, could find no way back into 

the game and finished up losing by five points.  
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Players who represented Tír Eoghain in the championship of 1999 were:  

     

Finbar McConnell (Newtownstewart), Paul Devlin (Moortown), Fay Devlin 

(Ardboe), Paul McGurk (Cookstown), Colin Holmes (Moy), Ciaran Gourley 

(Rock), Brian Dooher (Clann na nGael), Adrian Cush (Donaghmore), Stephen 

Lawn (Moortown), Ciaran Loughran (An Charraig Mhór), Eoin Gormley 

(Errigal Ciaran), Gerard Cavlan (Dungannon), Chris Lawn (Capt.) (Moortown), 

Ronan McGarrity (An Charraig Mhór), Cormac McAnallen (Eglish), Pascal 

Canavan (Errigal Ciaran), Matt McGleenan (Eglish), Peter Canavan (Errigal 

Ciaran), Stephen O’Neill (Clann na nGael), Kevin Hughes (Killeeshil). 

  

In addition, the following players were involved in the national league and McKenna 

Cup competition or, subsequently, joined the panel: Ciaran McBride (Omagh), Fergal 

Logan (Stewartstown), Sean Corr (Clonoe), Fergal Coyle (Cookstown), Stephen 

McCarron (Aghaloo), Seamus McCallan (An Charraig Mhór), Richard Thornton 

(Coalisland), Conal Martin (Eglish), Niall McSorley (Omagh), Davitt McElroy (An 

Charraig Mhór), Michael McGee (Loughmacrory), Noel Donnelly (Drumquin), 

Michael Coleman (Ardboe), Adrian Ball (Clann na nGael), Pascal McConnell 

(Newtownstewart). 

 

Team Management 

 

With the exit of the team from the senior championship at the hands of An Dún, came 

the conclusion of the three year term as manager for Danny Ball. Danny had accepted 

the challenge, in 1996, of lifting the team following its retention of the Ulster title and 

then the mauling by An Mhí in the All-Ireland semi-final. He had approached a 

somewhat unenviable task with the greatest enthusiasm and desire to succeed, but 

soon learned that he had a very tired team in his care, which ended up being relegated 

from the top division after a series of play-offs.  

The first championship provided him with a draw and a win against An Dún  in a 

preliminary round, followed by a victory against Ard Mhacha, before falling to Doire. 

These were followed in subsequent years by defeats by An Dún in the preliminary 

round (1998) and in the semi-final (1999) following a first round victory over Fear 

Manach.  

It was most disappointing for Danny that his teams had not fulfilled their potential 

during his three years in charge; together with his management team, he had prepared 

with total dedication and detailed planning for every game but unfortunately the 

expected results did not materialise. 

We express deepest gratitude to Danny Ball and his assistants for the work and effort 

devoted to the Tír Eoghain senior players since 1996. We also recall the brilliant 

successes he brought to the County with 3 Ulster U-21 titles from 1990-2, and the 

glory of consecutive All-Ireland championships in 1991 and 1992.  

After an extensive consultation process with Clubs and senior county players, Tír 

Eoghain then reverted to its previous management duo of Eugene McKenna and Art 

McRory; it is pleasing to report that, after some initial hesitation, both men were 

persuaded to take charge of the senior footballers for the 1999-2000 NFL and 

Championship.  
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Players’ Achievements 

 

At this point we note the major achievements of players from the county during 1999 

and congratulate, in particular, Colin Holmes on his selection for the Combined 

Universities team. 

Also, on their selection for the Provincial Railway Cup panel, Finbar McConnell, Paul 

Devlin, Eoin Gormley, Gerard Cavlan, Pascal Canavan, Peter Canavan and Ciaran 

McBride. A special  word of congratulations to Peter who was appointed as Ulster’s 

captain for the replay against Munster in Omagh, where they lost by narrowly in a 

most exciting game after extra time.  

Later in the year Peter Canavan was the only Tír Eoghain player to be selected, along 

with two other Ulster representatives, for the Ireland team to travel to Australia to 

play under compromise rules. As in 1998, Peter played an outstanding role as team 

vice-captain when Ireland won the initial Test and drew the second, thereby retaining 

the Series title, won for the first time the previous year. 

 

 

U-21 Team 

 

In the first round of the U-21Championship Tír Eoghain were drawn against Doire 

which had easily accounted for Ard Mhacha in a preliminary round fixture. This was a 

tough opener for the new management duo of Mickey Harte and Fr Gerard McAleer, 

but there was the advantage of playing at Healy Park. Tír Eoghain began well 

securing a penalty after eight minutes but, incredibly, failed to score again in the 

opening half, although playing against the wind. Indeed the team appeared totally 

lacking in commitment and ideas as they struggled to cope in this first period and 

were fortunate not to be further behind at the break, but for the poor shooting of 

Doire. Mistakes continued in the second half and it was not until the final fifteen 

minutes that the home side sparked into life and started to close the gap, but by then it 

was just a case of too little and too late. Doire won by two points and progressed to a 

semi-final meeting with Muineachán. 

 

Thanks are due to Fr Gerard McAleer and Mickey Harte, who had stepped up from 

successful minor management, for their endeavours with training, coaching and  

preparation of the U-21 panel of players of 1999. 

The members of the 1999 U-21 Tír Eoghain panel were: 

Pascal McConnell (Newtownstewart), Michael McGee (Loughmacrory), Ciaran 

Gourley (Rock), Paul McGurk (Cookstown), Adrian Ball (Clann na nGael), 

Declan McCrossan (E. R. Uí Néill), Peter O'Neill (Gortin), Cormac McAnallen 

(Eglish), Michael Coleman (Ardboe), Martin Early (Brakaville), Joe Campbell 

(Dromore), Stephen O'Neill (Clann na nGael), Brian McGuckian (Edendork), 

Kevin Hughes (Killeeshil), Richard Thornton (Coalisland),  Stephen McCarron 

(Aghaloo), Gavin Devlin (Ardboe), Stephen Donnelly (Aghaloo), Conal Martin 

(Eglish), Kevin O'Brien (Dromore), Darren O'Hanlon (Errigal), Cormac 

McGinley (Errigal), Brian Robinson (Donaghmore),   Michael Rea (Doire 

Treasc),  

       

 

 



30 

 

Minor Team 

 

The Tír Eoghain Minor team began 1999 where its predecessors had left off in the 

previous year. Under a new pair of managers, Martin Coyle and Liam Donnelly, it 

progressed through its section of the provincial league undefeated with away victories 

over An Dún and Ard Mhacha, and home wins against Aontroim and An Mhí. In a 

second successive final Tír Eoghain retained their Ulster title with an unimpressive 

display against a stubborn An Cabhán side in Enniskillen. 

In the first round of the Ulster Championship Tír Eoghain travelled to Clones to take 

on Fear Manach in defence of the Ulster and All-Ireland crowns. Interestingly, the last 

game lost by a Tír Eoghain minor team, in the Ulster Championship, had been against 

the same opposition in Omagh on 9th June 1996! 

 

On this occasion Tír Eoghain lived dangerously at times but were deserving of their 

six-point victory; they were always industrious without being spectacular and their 

greater economy in score-taking proved to be the difference between the sides. Fear 

Manach never developed any rhythm and the fact that they could only manage a 

single point from play indicated the general lack of threat posed. 

In the Ulster semi-final Tír Eoghain were paired against An Dún, a side which 

defended with determination, was skilful and fast at moving the ball around and was 

also capable of engineering and executing some fine scores. After an evenly balanced 

first ten minutes the signs were ominous for the defending champions when An Dún 

strolled through the defence for a well-taken goal, and by the halfway stage there was 

a four-point difference. The Mourne lads dominance continued throughout the second 

half, and although there were some hopes of a revival with another excellent goal, this 

time for Tír Eoghain after ten minutes, they soon faded as An Dún replied with five 

more points.  And so, Tír Eoghain relinquished their Ulster and All-Ireland crowns; 

there was some comfort however in that An Dún went on to win both later in the 

season.     

Again, we express our gratitude to Martin and Liam in taking on responsibility for the 

minor players this year. They were following a difficult ‘act’ with the outstanding 

successes of 1998, but they approached this onerous task with the fullest enthusiasm 

and determination, and achieved some significant measure of success in winning the 

Ulster league. 

 

Players who represented Tír Eoghain in the U-18 grade in 1999 were: 

Peter Ward (Dromore), Kevin McCaughey (Trillick), Michael Anderson 

(Aghyaran), Patrick O’Farrell (Coalisland), Gavin Quinn (Ardboe), Ferghal 

Donnelly (Trillick), Niall Quinn (Kildress), Kelvin Hughes (Donaghmore), Rory 

Meenan (Cappagh), Ciaran Carland (Cappagh), Enda McGinley (Errigal 

Ciaran), Emmett O’Hanlon (Errigal Ciaran), Barry Collins (Dromore), Martin 

McGarrity (Cookstown), Eoin Mulligan (Capt.) (Cookstown), Patrick 

McGavigan (Strabane), Paul Rouse (Brackaville), Philip McKenna (Kildress), 

Peter Donnelly (Coalisland), Anthony McCann (Coalisland), Owen Devine 

(Aghyaran), Peter Mulgrew (Cookstown), Paul O’Neill (Kildress), Sean Hampsey 

(Coalisland), Martin Penrose (Aghyaran), Raymond Ward (Loughmacrory), 

Fran Loughran (Kildress), Brian McKenna (Killeeshil), Paul Kelly 

(Loughmacrory), Shane Mallon (Killeeshil).  
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VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS 

 

In 1999 Tír Eoghain followed up the many successes of the previous year with 

another set of outstanding achievements.  

The county won its 13th Ulster Bank intercounty Vocational Schools’ championship at 

provincial level with comfortable victories over Donegal, Monaghan and Down. In 

the All-Ireland series they had an extremely tough encounter against Wicklow which 

went to extra time, before winning with a score of 2-19 to 2-11. For the final Tír 

Eoghain, and their opponents Mayo, had to make a ridiculous trip to Cork, because 

the NFL finallists had their own private arrangement concerning choice of venue. On 

the day Tír Eoghain put on a disappointing display and lost narrowly by two points. 

We compliment the players on their success, and their managers – Terry McCann and 

Enda Kilpatrick – on their remarkable achievements down through so many years.  

 

At U-18 level Holy Trinity College Cookstown retained its Ulster title with a quarter-

final defeat of the Abbey, Donegal followed by a one-point win over Ballybay at the 

semi-final stage. The Ulster final was a unique occasion, not just in that two Tyrone 

schools, Holy Trinity and St Ciaran’s Ballygawley, were competing, but because the 

teams’ managers were the Canavan brothers, Peter and Pascal. Peter’s school proved 

to be the stronger on the day and retained the Markey Cup to progress to the All-

Ireland semi-final. In the All-Ireland final they were most unfortunate to surrender 

their title to Cahirciveen by the narrowest of margins at Portlaoise. 

 

U-16 success continued for a Tír Eoghain school -  St John’s of Dromore -  in 1999. 

At the quarter-final stage it had a resounding victory over St. Columban’s Kilkeel, 

then a facile win against St Joseph’s Crossmaglen and an Ulster final success against 

Bailieboro Community School in Clones on a scoreline of 4-10 to 1-13. In the All-

Ireland semi-final St. John’s put up an intense struggle against St. Ciaran’s Clara but, 

unfortunately, lost out by two points. 

 

We congratulate both schools on their achievements in these competitions and offer  

our thanks to the teaching staff / team managers for the most important work which 

they perform for this Association in the coaching and promotion of Gaelic games with 

the children of Tyrone. 

 

In concluding this section on county teams and their achievements it is appropriate to 

pay a special tribute to all players of football and hurling who were willing to 

represent the county in so many different competitions throughout the season. All of 

them make many sacrifices in giving up their time, particularly family time, and often 

their work, in travelling across the county and the country for training sessions as well 

as official competitions and a large number of challenge games.  

We are deeply indebted to these fine athletes who are so competitive and keen to 

achieve the best for themselves, their clubs and county and their sport, and who do 

provide such a wealth of entertainment and excitement to the general public who 

attend and support Gaelic games.   
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SCÓR CLÁR    –    1999           

 

 

 

An Sraith Náisiúnta (1998-9)  

Roinn 1A 

Samhain 01  Tír Eoghain  1-09  Átha Cliath    1-15 at Parnell Park 

Samhain 15 Tír Eoghain  0-07  Uibh Fhailí     0-07 at Pomeroy 

Samhain 29 Tír Eoghain  1-09  Liatroim         2-06 at Ck-on-Shannon 

Feabhra 14 Tír Eoghain  0-12  Dún na nGall  0-11 at Omagh 

Feabhra 28 Tír Eoghain  1-13  Gaillimh         0-07 atTuam 

Márta    14 Tír Eoghain  0-08  Corcaigh         0-06 at Dungannon  

Márta    28 Tír Eoghain  0-09  Árd Mhacha   1-08 at Armagh 

 

Corn Mhic Chionnaoith 

Márta    07 Tír Eoghain  1-15  Muineachán  2-15 (AET) at Clones

  

 

A n  C h r a o b h  S h i n n s e a r  

Meitheamh 27 Tír Eoghain  0-18  Fear Manach  0-08 at Clones 

Iúil  11  Tír Eoghain  0-15  An Dún          2-14 at Belfast 

 

 

An Chraobh Faoi-21 

Márta 13 Tír Eoghain  1-06  Doire             1-08  at Omagh  

 

 

Faoi-18  

L é g   

Márta 13 Tír Eoghain  2-10  An Dún         1-08 at Ballykinlar 

Márta 20 Tír Eoghain  1-14  Aontroim      2-05 at Dungannon 

Márta 28 Tír Eoghain  3-10  Ard Mhacha  0-12 at Blackwatertown 

Aibreán 04 Tír Eoghain  1-09  An Mhí          0-08 at Dungannon 

Bealtaine 01  Tír Eoghain  2-08  An Cabhán    1-09 at Enniskillen  

(League Final) 

 

A n  C h r a o b h  

Meitheamh 27 Tír Eoghain  1-12  Fear Manach  1-06 at Clones 

Iúil  11  Tír Eoghain  1-06  An Dún           1-12 at Belfast 

 

 

 

Achomhaireacht 

 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

M i o n ú r  7 6 0 1 

Faoi-21 1 0 0 1 

Sinnsear 10 4 2 4 
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COUNTY COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION 
 

 

Public Liability Insurance 

 

Two personal injury claims were received under the Public Liability Insurance in the 

year ending 31st October 1999, one relating to an alleged accident in 1998, with the 

second dating back five years.  

In dealing with such claims it is essential that the Club concerned follow the correct 

administrative procedures through all of the investigative phases. Upon receipt, all 

claims should be notified in writing through the County Secretary to the central office 

and the insurers, Coyle|Hamilton, immediately. The next step is to co-operate fully 

with the Loss Adjusters appointed to act on behalf of the insurers, by competing and 

returning their accident report form and dealing promptly with their subsequent 

correspondence. All further correspondence received from the claimant must be 

directed, unanswered, to the insurers.  

By not adhering to these simple procedures a Club can cause a claim to become a 

much more complicated issue, and the work involved in dealing with it can be made 

very tedious for the insurers and the loss adjusters.  

It is a matter of vital importance that all Clubs ensure that before non G.A.A. bodies 

are permitted to use Association property, they have current Public Liability 

Insurance, and where applicable, Employers’ Liability Insurance in place, specifically 

indemnifying the G.A.A. Such indemnification should be to a minimum of £1m for 

the duration of their usage or occupation of the Association’s property. Also, it is the 

Club’s responsibility to ensure that evidence of such cover and indemnity is presented 

prior to allowing the property to be occupied. 

 

Property Insurance  

 

Property Insurance was made compulsory for all units of the Association in 1998 at a 

very attractive and competitive rate and many Clubs welcomed the benefits that it 

provided following the devastating storms of last St. Stephen’s Day. The downside for 

the Association however was an inevitable steep increase in the premium payable in 

the current year, which rose by a hefty 331/3%. While such increases cannot be ruled 

out again in the future, it is unlikely that any would be so severe, but nevertheless 

since property insurance is now an essential requirement, each Club must include it in 

its annual financial budgeting. 

The level of premium, for both Public Liability and Property Insurance, being charged 

to the Association in Tír Eoghain has been a matter of some concern for many years. 

Currently, Clubs in Tír Eoghain must pay a global figure of £20 339 towards PLI and 

£11 987 for their Property Insurance. Each of these is more than double the amount 

levied on the Ulster county with the smallest premium.  

Frequent and vigorous representations have been made to Comhairle Uladh in an 

attempt to ascertain the criteria used in establishing the premium for each county. 

Regrettably, to date, no satisfactory explanation has been provided, although there has 

been some attempt to use historical justification for the imposition of what seems to 

be a disproportionate premium. This matter must continue to be addressed by the 

incoming Coiste until there is some clarity provided. 

 



34 

 

Vehicle Insurance 

 

Attempts have been made in the past 6 months to set up a Vehicle Insurance scheme 

within the Association, to provide cover for tractors, buses, mowers, vans and lorries 

owned by Clubs and used on Clubs’ facilities. The national insurance workgroup, 

charged with researching this issue, has encountered a failure on the part of many 

counties to respond to their quest for information and statistics. It would appear 

therefore that developments in this area will not be immediate.      

   

Players’ Injury Scheme 

 

The main features of the Players’ Injury Scheme as it operated in Tír Eoghain for the 

previous twelve months were a highly significant increase in the number of claims 

submitted and a surprising reduction in the amount of benefits paid out. 

With an almost identical number of adult and youth teams registering in the Scheme 

as in 1998 and a notable reduction in the number of games being played, it might have 

been expected that the number of injury claims would have reduced proportionally. A 

study of the accompanying statistics  reveals that claims rose by one third, to 102 in 

1999, providing a payout of £37 266, to players, for loss of earnings, medical and 

dental expenses. This is a most welcome reduction of £5 000 approximately from last 

year. The registration income paid by Clubs was almost the same as the previous year 

- £29 640 – resulting in an overall loss at county level of £7 626.  

Benefits paid to injured claimants average out at slightly under £600, but there is an 

extensive range from £88, up to  £2,475 for a single individual who received both 

medical and loss of basic earnings expenses. One other claim exceeded £1 500 while 

there were a further eight claims in excess of £1,000 and an additional eight of £500 

or more. 

In general, the Scheme has been administered in a most efficient manner by the 

brokers, Coyle|Hamilton; where correct documentation has accompanied a fully 

completed claim form, the benefit entitlement has been paid out in a minimum period 

of seven days; delays in payment are usually the responsibility of the claimant who 

has failed to submit complete information relating to either the fixture, his earnings 

losses or his medical certification. A failure to respond to the brokers will of course 

ensure a lengthy delay. 

At the time of writing proposals have been brought forward for the further 

improvement of the Players’ Injury Scheme to include the doubling of medical and 

dental benefits and the doubling of the loss of wages benefit for an injury which 

extends longer than a period of six weeks. Associated with enhanced benefits there 

would necessarily be an increase in the subscriptions, for adult teams £230 each, and 

for youth teams £90 each, with the cap elevated to £450.  

Additionally, a new optional Personal Injury Insurance has been proposed, for players 

and match officials only, at a premium of £20 for adults and £10 for under-18s. This 

would provide double the new benefits to the individuals registered with the scheme. 

Full details of these new schemes have been circulated directly to all Clubs and a 

special seminar, to which all Clubs were invited, has taken place in the county; we 

thank the members and experts from the national Insurance Workgroup who attended 

and were able to provide a fuller insight into the whole area of insurance from the 

point of view of Clubs and other units.       
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PLAYERS' INJURY SCHEME  -  1999 (Nov. '98 - Oct. '99) 

        CLUB Adult Youth  Premium   No. of Claims  Amount 

  Teams  Teams    Paid (£)   Claims Paid     Paid (£)  

County Teams 4 3 660 6 6 3,442.10 

Achadh Lú 3 5 600 1 1 87.90 

Achadh Uí Arain 3 6 600 0 0  

Árd Bó 3 6 600 2 1 1,000.00 

Eochar 3 4 600  2 2 1,400.00 

Bearach 3 6 600 3 2 1,634.20 

Bruach Áille 3 4 600 1 1 1,040.00 

Brocach 1 4 360 0 0  

An Charraig Mhór 3 7 600 4 3 1,507.20 

Caisleán na Deirge 3 6 600 3 0  

Clann na nGael 3 4 600 0 0  

Clochar 3 4 600 3 3 1,400.00 

Cluain Eo 3 6 600 3 1 300.00 

Oileán a'Ghuail 3 6 600 3 2 300.00 

An Chorra Chríochach 3 6 600 1 1 500.00 

Doire Lochain 3 6 600 3 3 2,200.00 

Doire Treasc 2 3 420 1 1 1,200.00 

Domhnach Mór 3 6 600 1 1 1,500.00 

Deargais 2 4 480 0 0  

An Droim Mór 3 4 600 2 2 1,200.00 

Droim Caoin 3 5 600 3 1 46.63 

Droim Ratha 2 4 480 2 1 100.00 

Dún Geanainn 3 6 600 2 2 1,100.00 

Éadan na dTorc 2 0 240 4 2 182.30 

Eaglais 3 6 600 0 0  

Eogahin Rua Uí Néill 2 4 480 0 0  

Aireagal Chiarán 3 6 600 1 1 402.50 

Eiscreach 2 4 480 1 1 500.00 

Fionntamhnach 3 4 600 2 0  

Gallbhaile 3 6 600 6 4 4,475.00 

Gleann Aichle 2 3 420 0 0  

An Goirtín 3 5 600 7 3 1,400.00 

An Caisleán Glas 3 5 600 0 0  

Cill Dreasa 3 6 600 8 7 1,900.00 

Cill Íseal 3 5 600 4 3 1,543.00 

Coill an Chlochair 5 10 840 5 1 500.00 

Cill na mBán 2 0 240 0 0  

Loch Mhic Ruairí 3 6 600 1 1 665.70 

Baile na Móna 3 4 600 1 1 700.00 

An Mhaigh 3 5 600 0 0  

An Baile Nua 2 6 480 1 1 1,000.00 

An Ómaigh 5 8 840 2 0  

Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 3 5 600 0 0  
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        CLUB Adult Youth  Premium   No. of Claims  Amount 

  Teams  Teams    Paid (£)   Claims Paid     Paid (£)  

An Charraig 3 6 600 2 0  

An Chraobh 2 4 480 0 0  

An Srath Bán 2 7 480 0 0  

Taite Riabhach 3 5 600 0 0  

Trí Leac 3 4 600 3 1 900.00 

Urnaí 2 4 480 1 0  

An Charraig Mhór  (H) 2 4 480 0 0  

Dún Geanainn        (H) 2 6 480 4 3 900.00 

Coill an Chlochair   (H) 0 0 0 0 0  

An Omaigh            (H) 0 0 0 0 0  

Na Seamróga         (H) 2 3 420 0 0  

Naomh Colm Cille    (H) 1 2 240 3 2 2,240.00 

Ceapach                (Y) 0 0 0 0 0  

Naomh Mhuire       (Y) 1 7 360 0 0  

             TOTALS 146 265 29640.00  102 65 37,266.53 

 

 
 

Tickets  

 

A reduction of 10% in the county allocation of All-Ireland Finals’ tickets was the 

main talking point of this topic. While any reduction is unwelcome in any year, this 

year’s reduction was fully justified because of the reduced capacity of Croke Park, 

due to the ongoing development work at the Canal End. However, this was a massive 

drop for Tír Eoghain which had participated in the previous two Finals! So, instead of 

receiving 932 stand tickets and 2 180 terrace tickets as in 1997, and a similar number 

in 1998, there was a meagre total of 422 tickets. Of course we can consider ourselves 

to be fortunate in that all of this allocation consisted of stand tickets including a 

proportion for the new seated Canal End.  

As in 1998, football finals tickets were allocated to Clubs on the basis of their 

registered membership; hurling finals’ tickets were sought by 41 of the 48 football 

Clubs and were distributed as equally as possible to them, while the hurling Clubs 

received a disproportionately larger share.  

A detailed breakdown of the allocation of tickets is included below:  
 

 

HURLING 

FINALS 

NUMBER % 

Hurling Clubs 144 35.6 

Football Clubs 196 48.5 

Co. Committee 13 3.2 

Sub-Committees 10 2.5 

Players / Managers 25 6.2 

Sponsor 2 0.5 

Past Officials 12 3.0 

Others 2 0.5 

TOTALS 404 100 

 

FOOTBALL 

FINALS 

NUMBER % 

All Clubs 250 61.9 

Co. Committee 26  6.4 

Sub-Committees 46 11.4 

Referees 29  7.2 

Players / Managers 28  6.9 

Sponsors 13  3.2 

Past Officials 12  3.0 

TOTALS 404 100 
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Although the practice of pre-selling tickets for almost all the championship games has 

become the norm, and while procedures are becoming more streamlined, there is still 

an inordinately large amount of work involved in it, throughout the whole summer 

season. It is questionable whether the bodies which are responsible for the 

organisation of the inter-county championships have given any in-depth consideration 

to this matter and how the workload associated with it might be alleviated, for the 

voluntary Club or County official. It is a major issue which will continue to grow, 

given the popularity of Gaelic games, and should be fully and properly addressed by 

the appropriate authorities.  

As ever, I wish to express gratitude to the members of this Coiste, particularly 

Gearóid Ó Brolcháin and Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil, who have assisted in the work 

necessary to allocate and distribute tickets to all Clubs from the commencement of the 

Ulster championship up to the All-Ireland football finals.  

Digressing somewhat, it is interesting to note that, due to the redevelopment of the 

Canal End into a seated region, it was possible this year to include all supporters of 

the finalists, together, in the terracing of Hill 16 - a feat which it was claimed could 

not be undertaken without major safety and security risks! It was magnificent to see 

the fans in their county colours and carrying their flags mixing and mingling so 

readily through the famous Hill. Let us hope this kind of sight will remain with the 

All-Ireland finals day for many years to come. 

Also, the new presentation format at the conclusion of the senior finals has been a 

welcome change particularly in relation to all supporters remaining off the field; while 

there were serious safety risks tolerated with the previous traditional surge of fans 

around the presentation area of the Hogan Stand, there is still much in favour of a 

return to this region for the presentation, provided all supporters display the same 

excellent discipline as at this year’s finals and remain in the stands.     

 

Sponsorship 

 

Twenty-five Clubs sought, and were granted, approval for sponsorship agreements 

involving the incorporation of logos on teams’ jerseys, which was five less than last 

year. On the basis of figures disclosed it would appear that most Clubs continue to be 

happy to settle for the minimum sponsorship of £300, or the provision of one set of 

jerseys. While this amount may have been reasonable when sponsorship logos were 

first allowed in 1993, it would now seem that Clubs are failing to maximise this 

source of financial income. A small number of Clubs have secured sponsorship of 

£2,000 per annum while one Club carrying different sponsors’ logos on its team shirts 

was able to attract a total sum of £2,280 for 1999. 

It is disappointing to note here that a number of Clubs carried logos on teams’ jerseys 

without seeking any approval, during the past season.  

The Clubs whose sponsorship arrangements were approved by Coiste an Chontae 

were:  

Achadh Lú, Árd Bó, Brocach, Clann na nGael, an Chorra Chríochach, Oileán 

a’Ghuail, Doire Treasc, Domhnach Mór, Deargais, Droim Ratha, Dún Geanainn (P), 

Eaglais, Aireagal Chiaráin, E.R. Uí Néill, Eiscreach, Fionntamhnach, Gallbhaile, 

Loch Mhic Ruairí, an Mháigh, An Baile Nua, an Omaigh (P), an Omaigh (I), an 

Chraobh, an Srath Bán, and Trí Leac.  

At County level the main sponsor W J Dolan has now completed the second of a 

three-year arrangement. Again, sincere gratitude is expressed to Willie John and his 

wife Margaret for their financial support of this Association in Tír Eoghain and also 
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for their continued participation and personal support in many other aspects of our 

affairs.  

This sponsorship helps to alleviate the major expenses incurred in the preparation, 

training, coaching and transporting of players on the seven county panels in football 

and hurling. These expenses continue to rise because of the necessary prolonged 

period of time for which they must be brought together. And yet when a team 

participates in the Ulster Championship the level of expenses provided to the County 

is only slightly higher than those paid to the referee, and would not even meet the full 

cost of a meal for the players. While there is continuous encouragement for counties 

to treat their players well, regarding travel expenses and meals, there is little support 

made available from the income accrued at the championships – the actions are not 

yet louder than the words.      

Tribute is also paid to several other financial supporters and sponsors who have made 

very significant contributions to Coiste Thír Eoghain with the provision of travel and 

food for teams and with generous assistance toward the production of match 

programmes and other publications. A special word of thanks to the sponsors of the 

Summer Camps enjoyed by so many youngsters, Club Orange, for the financial 

contribution and support again in 1999. 

Millennium 

 

As preparations commence for the final year of the Millennium, Coiste an Chontae 

has decided to implement the recommendations of its Millennium sub-Committee 

which was set up five years ago under the chairmanship of Séamas Ó Treasaigh. 

These recommendations are more fully dealt with in the sub-Committee Reports 

Section but two of these include,  

(a) the purchase and development of a central venue in the county which will be used 

to facilitate the preparation and training of county teams and,  

(b) the construction of seated stand at the major county ground – Healy Park in 

Omagh.  

While this sub-Committee has been working feverishly in raising funds during its 

five-year existence, and has successfully met its targets, much more will be required if 

the plans are not to remain as unfulfilled dreams in the years 2000-1. Significant 

support will be required and expected from Clubs, from Comhairle Uladh and from 

Central Office, as well as from the external agencies.     

All Clubs will be involved in a special day, set aside by the Association to promote its 

affairs and celebrate the end of the Millennium; Lá na gClub will be Sunday, 19th 

March 2000.  

Consideration will be given to the organising of a special, additional Club competition 

in 2000, also, while a further aim for the millennium change is to have full 

participation by every Club in the county in both Scór and Scór na nÓg.  

All these challenges / targets are well within our grasp provided there is a serious will 

to achieve them, and there is certainly the personnel within Clubs to make them a 

successful reality.  

 

County Committee   
 

In administering the general routine affairs of the Association in the county, together 

with dealing with several specific major issues, the County Committee met on sixteen 

occasions as a body. Attendance by all members was exceptionally high (see Table 3) 

and, as usual, members also regularly attended the monthly meetings with Clubs’ 
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delegates, where oral reports from their sub-committees or from higher bodies were 

presented. As would be expected, a major proportion of all the work being done 

throughout the county takes place at sub-committee level.  

 

COISTE AN CHONTAE  -  1999   

Cuthbert Ó Donnaile 14  

Liam Mac Niallais 14  

Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 16  

Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil 15  

Gearóid Ó Brolcháin 15  

Séamas Ó Treasaigh 14  

Séamas Mac Domhnaill 12  

Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig 15  

Séamas Ó Corráin 12  

Pól Ó Dubhrósa 14  

Breandán Ó hEarcáin 13  

Aine Nic Eochaidh 13  

Peadar Ó Cinneide 12  

 

The membership of these sub-committees is listed on page 40 and can be seen to be 

drawn from all regions of the county and from all sizes of Clubs. To all of these 

personnel we are deeply indebted and especially to the chairmen and / or secretaries: 

Peter Kennedy and Frank Rodgers (GAC), Shane Corr and Michael Hughes 

(Referees), Seamus McDonald (Coaching & Development), Brendan Harkin 

(Communications), Jimmy Treacy (Millennium), Anna McCaughey and Dermot 

McCaughey (Culture), Gerard Bradley (Finance), Liam Nelis (Grounds & Social 

Centres), and Seamus Kilpatrick (Language). 

We extend best wishes to Vincent Beggs who left Coiste an Chontae, at last year’s 

Chomhdháil Bhliantúil, after many years of dedicated service; Vinny was first elected 

as a member of the Executive in 1984 and the following year was nominated and 

elected unopposed for the position of Cisteoir; having taken care of the county’s 

finances for a period of five years he moved on to represent the County on the 

Provincial Council from 1991 to 1998. We pay tribute to Vinny for the work done at 

county and provincial level over this extensive 14 year period and we offer him our 

sincere gratitude.    

 

Hurling Development Officer 

 

Following today’s convention an additional sub-committee will be set up under the 

chairmanship of the newly-elected Hurling Development Officer; its responsibilities 

will include the drawing up, and full implementation of a county-wide development 

plan; it is expected that all hurling clubs will similarly initiate their own development 

plans and that these will be incorporated into the overall county version.  

It would be interesting to establish how all of the football clubs see themselves 

assisting in the promotion and development of hurling during the course of the next 

five years; would consideration be given to financial support, to provision of coaches 

or coaching facilities, to the nomination of club personnel for training as referees, to 

club visits to hurling strongholds throughout the country? 
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There is clearly much work to be undertaken in this area and I have no doubt that the 

new development officer will receive the fullest co-operation and support from all the 

hurling and football clubs. 

 

Buíochas 

 

For their liaison work with the county teams, thanks is due to Paul Doris (Senior 

football), Seamus Kilpatrick (Senior hurling), Frank Campbell and Jim Curran (Minor 

& U-21 football) and Anna McCaughey (Minor & U-16 hurling). Similarly, we 

recognise the fine contributions, of both effort and time, made by our representatives 

on Comhairle Uladh - Paul Doris and Jim Curran, on Árd Chomhairle - James Treacy 

and on the national Football Development Committee - Art McRory. 

We acknowledge, gratefully, the advice and co-operation of Donal Ó Murchú 

(Uachtarán Chomhairle Uladh) and the assistance of Liam Ó Maolmhichíl (Árd 

Stiúrthóir) and his staff at Páirc an Chrócaigh during the past year. We take this 

opportunity, now, to wish Liam’s daughter Daráine as full a recovery and 

rehabilitation as possible following her most serious illness in the earlier part of 1999. 

Also, thanks is due to Liam and Seosamh Mac Donncha (Uachtarán C.L.G.) for 

choosing Omagh St Enda’s Social Centre as the national venue for the presentation of 

the donation of £750 000 from the Association to the Omagh Fund, set up in the 

immediate aftermath of the atrocity perpetrated on 15th August 1998. We thank both 

men for their attendance on this occasion.  

This donation was of course the largest presented by any sporting organisation in  

Ireland and the units in Tír Eoghain can feel pleased that their £30 000 contribution 

toward the relief of suffering, among the victims - injured and bereaved - was the 

largest of all counties.  

In thanking the members of Coiste Thír Eoghain for their invaluable contribution to 

the Association again in 1999 I express particular appreciation to an Cisteoir, Gearóid 

Ó Brolcháin and an Leasrúnaí, Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil for their excellent support 

and generous assistance throughout the year. Finally, I express great admiration for 

the extensive work undertaken, and all the fine achievements made by an 

Cathaoirleach, Cuthbert Ó Donnaile in his first year in this very demanding role. He is 

always readily  available to represent the Association, either at home, or as has been 

the case this year, abroad in London or Philadelphia.  

I thank him personally for the co-operation and support provided to me at all times, 

thereby making this administrative role somewhat easier.   

 

 

PUBLICITY 
 

 

The affairs of the Association in Tír Eoghain have maintained a prominent and high 

profile with the media again in 1999 and we must welcome their genuine interest at 

all times. At local level the achievements of individuals, teams, Clubs and the County 

have been well highlighted in print and in photographic form; for all of this, we are 

most grateful to the editors, the sports-writers, the correspondents and particularly the 

photographers who readily make their work available to us.  

The great majority of these, at local and national level undertake their work in a most 

professional manner and do provide reasoned and balanced comment when dealing 

with the Association.  
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Also we are grateful to the Irish News for the service it provides concerning fixtures 

and results and we recognise that it continues to strive hard to perfect this; it is readily 

available to accept late fixture changes and snippets of general information at very 

short notice, and together with the local press, good coverage is provided for 

important league and championship fixtures in the form of previews and reviews. 

Despite all of this it is most important that we ensure that ‘news’ from our Clubs and 

about our teams and fixtures is submitted to all of the media; we must not become 

complacent or lackadaisical when it comes to publicity and we must not just demand 

our full share of column inches, but rather we must supply the source material in the 

most accessible form possible. If we fail to do so other minority sports will continue 

to creep into, and take over the press space which has been traditionally that of the 

G.A.A., and they will become almost impossible to displace in the future. 

PROs at Club level must embrace all the new technology available not just to gain 

access to the media but to ensure that their work is more presentable, more attractive 

and more interesting to the sports editor or the sports page compiler, than any other 

contributor.  

We must all remember that the modern age pays homage to image. 

In relation to the work undertaken by Club PROs there must be fulsome praise; their 

Club ‘notes’ generally appear on a regular weekly basis informing the wider 

readership of what is happening at local level, and highlighting the successes and 

achievements of players and members.  

All Clubs are urged to make the fullest use of this resource and they must be 

encouraged to actively promote and concentrate on their own accomplishments; Club 

‘notes’ should be carefully scrutinised, always, by the PRO to ensure that no offence 

is caused, unwittingly or otherwise, to another Club or to a match official, by anything 

that will appear in print; once published it will be very difficult to retract. 

The broadcasting branch of the media continue to provide worthwhile coverage of 

Gaelic games and results’ services. The ‘Breaking Ball’ series presented by RTE has 

been a welcome and refreshing development, but there is still no comparable 

production from the BBC or UTV. The live coverage of Championship and other 

fixtures by the BBC in 1999 was technically very good but could have been  enhanced 

by including a more knowledgeable presenter. 

We thank all presenters, journalists and producers in the local radio stations and the 

BBC and RTE for the genuine effort which they have made in promoting the affairs of 

this Association and for the favourable allocation of ‘air-time’ which we have 

received.   

During 1999 the Association in Tír Eoghain has registered and developed its own 

website on the Internet and this is being officially launched at the time of Convention. 

Initially, it will include pages of current general information as well as a brief outline 

of historical aspects and records of the County Association. Fixtures and results will 

be available, together with press releases, as appropriate, and of course there will be 

links to the main GAA website, Clubs’ pages, other counties’ pages and external 

services such as teletext. Development of the website will be ongoing for the 

forseeable future, and Clubs and other units will be most welcome to make an input. 
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COMBHRÓN 
 

 

1999 brought its share of deep sadness to the Association and its members with the 

passing of many loved ones - some in most tragic circumstances. At this time we 

remember, especially, youth players Kevin McCartan and Darragh Horisk from the 

Errigal Ciaran Club, Siobhan O’Neill (sister of County senior hurler Shay) and Ryan 

Kane (brother of Vocational Schools’ player John Paul), all of whom died in separate 

road accidents during the summer.  

 

Also, Dr. Pat Loughrey (Drumquin) who provided professional services to the County 

in the years before it became common practice or was considered to be fashionable 

and, Sean McMullan (Killyclogher) one of our few football and hurling referees who 

officiated with distinction.  

 

During the year, the Association lost the eminent Eddie McCaffrey of the Omagh 

Club, who served the County in several administrative and leadership roles, 

throughout the 60s and 70s, when major changes and initiatives on league structures 

were being undertaken. These included the positions of West Tyrone Board Secretary 

(1963-71), West Tyrone Board Chairman (1973-4), Secretary of the All-County 

League Board (1969-74) and Chairman of the All-County League Board (1975-9).  

 

We extend sincere sympathy, firstly, to the families of all the deceased, to their Clubs 

and to their friends, and also to all other Club members who have suffered 

bereavements during the past year.  

 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha.           
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AFFILIATED CLUBS  -  1999 
 

 

HURLING (6) 
Carrickmore, Dungannon, Killyclogher, Naomh Colmcille, Omagh, Shamrocks. 

 

FOOTBALL 

SENIOR (Division 1A) (12) 

Ardboe, An Charraig Mhór, Clann na nGael, Coalisland, Cookstown, Edendork, Errigal Ciaran, 

Galbally, Killyclogher, Omagh, Strabane, Trillick. 

 

SENIOR (Division 1B) (12) 
Aghaloo, Clonoe, Donaghmore, Dromore, Drumquin, Dungannon, Eglish, Kildress, Loughmacrory, 

Moortown, Moy, Newtownstewart.  

 

INTERMEDIATE (Division 2) (12) 
Aghyaran, Beragh, Brackaville, Derrylaughan, E. R. Uí Néill, Fintona, Gortin, Greencastle, Killeeshil, 

Killyman, Tattyreagh, Urney. 

 

JUNIOR (Division 3) (12) 
Augher, Brockagh, Castlederg, Clogher, Derrytresk, Dregish, Drumragh, Eskra, Glenelly, Pomeroy, 

Rock, Stewartstown,  

 

YOUTH (2) 
Cappagh, Naomh Mhuire 
 

 

 

 
 

Coiste Chontae Thír Eoghain  -  1999 

 
Back Row (l-r): Brendan Harkin, Seamus Kilpatrick, Seamus McDonald, Peter Kennedy, Jim Curran, 

Paul Doris, Frank Campbell, Jimmy Treacy.  

Front Row (l-r): Liam Nelis, Dominic McCaughey (Secretary), Cuthbert Donnelly (Cathaoirleach), 

Gerard Bradley (Cisteoir), Anna McCaughey.  
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COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS SUMMARY  -  1999 

 
 

SENIOR FOOTBALL 

 

Round 1 

Dungannon     1-08  Moortown  2-08   at Edendork 

Clann na nGael  0-12   Coalisland 1-07  at Carrickmore    

Ardboe    4-07   Edendork 2-11  at Coalisland 

Omagh     1-11   Loughmacrory 2-04  at Killyclogher 

Kildress    0-14   Trillick 0-13  at Killyclogher 

Cookstown     2-04   Donaghmore   0-13  at Carrickmore   

Errigal Ciaran     0-10  Dromore 0-10  at Omagh 

 (Replay  0-08    0-09  at Omagh) 

Aghaloo    0-10   Eglish   1-11  at Coalisland 

 

 

Round 2 

Clann na nGael   1-08 Killyclogher 1-14  at Gortin 

Eglish      1-10 Dromore 2-08  at Clogher 

Moortown     0-12 Strabane 0-06  at Gortin 

Moy      0-09 Kildress 0-08  at Clogher 

Newtownstewart  0-02  Ardboe    3-13  at Pomeroy 

Drumquin     0-13 Omagh  2-10  at Dromore 

Galbally     0-06 Donaghmore 0-05  at Pomeroy 

An Charraig Mhór    0-07 Clonoe  0-07  at Dungannon 

          (Replay   2-09   1-06  at Dungannon) 

 

 

Round 3 

Ardboe  0-13 Omagh  0-11  at Pomeroy 

Moy   1-10 Killyclogher 1-12  at Carrickmore 

Galbally  0-06 Moortown 2-08  at Edendork 

An Charraig Mhór  2-11   Dromore 1-09  at Omagh 

 

 

Semifinals 

Ardboe  0-09 Killyclogher 1-11  at Carrickmore 

An Charraig Mhór  1-12 Moortown 0-07  at Edendork 
 

 

 

Final 

An Charraig Mhór  1-10 Killyclogher  1-06  at Omagh 
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INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL 

 

Round 1 

Derrylaughan  0-14  Tattyreagh 1-08  at Dungannon 

Greencastle   0-07 Killyman 1-08  at Killyclogher 

Gortin    0-06 Aghyaran 1-08  at Killyclogher 

Beragh   0-09 Brackaville 4-06   at Donaghmore 

Round 2 

Aghyaran   1-06 Urney  1-06  at Strabane  

       (Replay  0-09   1-04  at Strabane ) 

Derrylaughan   2-10 Killyman 1-14  at Brackaville 

Killeeshil   2-09 Fintona 1-07  at Eskra 

E. R. Uí Néill   0-10 Brackaville 0-11  at Greencastle 

 

Semifinals 

Killeeshil   0-07 Aghyaran  0-11  at Omagh  

Killyman  1-07 Brackaville 1-09  at Edendork 

 

Final 

Aghyaran  0-09 Brackaville 1-06  at Omagh  

 (Replay 0-07   4-08  at Omagh) 

 

 

 

JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

 

Round 1 

Rock    1-02 Pomeroy  0-04  at Kildress 

Dregish  1-10 Eskra  0-09  at Dromore 

Derrytresk  1-13 Glenelly 2-05  at Kildress 

Drumragh   2-08 Augher 1-10  at Beragh 

 

Round 2 

Rock    0-03 Stewartstown 0-11  at Coalisland 

Dregish  0-06 Clogher 3-07  at Drumquin 

Derrytresk  1-09 Brockagh 0-10  at Brackaville 

Drumragh  1-10 Castlederg 2-04  at Drumquin 

 

Semifinals 

Clogher   1-09 Stewartstown 1-10  at Carrickmore 

Drumragh  1-15 Derrytresk 2-06  at Pomeroy 

 

Final 

Drumragh  3-06 Stewartstown 0-11  at Pomeroy 
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HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

Round 1 

Omagh   4-14 Shamrocks  2-03 at Carrickmore 

Killyclogher   3-11 Naomh Colmcille  3-08 at Carrickmore 

 

Round 2 

Naomh Colmcille  0-04 Omagh   2-12 at Carrickmore 

Shamrocks  4-13 Killyclogher   3-09 at Strabane 

 

Round 3 

Shamrocks  1-23 Naomh Colmcille  0-04 at Carrickmore 

Omagh   3-10 Killyclogher  4-07 at Killyclogher 

 

Semifinals 

Shamrocks  1-07 Dungannon   1-16  at Omagh 

Omagh   0-08 Carrickmore  0-17  at Clogher 

 

Final 

Dungannon   2-07 Carrickmore  1-05  at Pomeroy 

 

 

 

 

ULSTER CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

F o o t b a l l  

Round 1 

An Charraig Mhór 2-06   Cargin (Antrim) 0-13 at Casement Park 
 

 

 

Hurling 

Shield Semifinal 

Dún Geanainn   2-20  Mullahoran (Cavan) 2-07  at Breffni Park 

 

Shield Final  

Dún Geanainn   3-10  Burt  (Donegal)        0-08 at Glenn 

 

Ulster Semifinal  

Dún Geanainn   0-04  Ballygalget  (Down) 2-22  at O’Neill Park
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TUARASCÁLA NA FO-CHOISTI 
 

(SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS) 
 
   

    1. Bórd na Réiteoirí  

    2. Coiste Oiliúna & Forbártha 

    3. Scór  

    4. Oifigeach na nÓg 

   5. Millennium Committee   

    6. Coiste na bPáirceanna 

                                            7. Coiste na Gaeilge    

 

 

 

 
 

Ulster Scór Champions – 1999 

Eaglais – Novelty Act 
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NA FO-CHOISTI  -  1999 
 

 

 

 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí    Bórd na Réiteoirí 
Peter Kennedy (Cathaoirleach)     Shane Corr (Cathaoirleach) 

Frank Rodgers (Rúnaí)      Michael Hughes (Rúnaí) 

Patsy Gallagher (Cisteoir)     Patsy Taggart (Cisteoir) 

Sean Begley       Eamon Mullin 

Sean McConnell     P. J. McDermott 

Eugene  McConnell      Alan Richardson 

Kevin Skelton       Sean Ruddy 

Gerry McElroy       Dessie Slater 

Michael McCullagh     Kevin Skelton 

Oliver McSorley 

John Gill 

 
 

Coiste Cultúir        Coiste na bPáirc 
Aine Nic Eochaidh (Cathaoirleach)   Liam Mac Niallais (Cathaoirleach) 

Dermot McCaughey (Scór Co-ordinator)   Johnny Dooher 

Pat McCartan (Cisteoir)     Michael McGoldrick 

Cormac McAleer       Brian McLernon 

 
      

Coiste Airgeadais      Coiste Comhfhreagrais   
Gearóid Ó Brolcháin (Cathaoirleach)    Breandán Ó hEarcáin Cathaoirleach)  

Sean McGuigan      Oliver McSorley  

Frank Campbell      Frank Rodgers  

Aidan O’Neill       Eugene McConnell  

Pól Ó Dubhrósa      Alan Rodgers 

Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh      

Brian Hackett     

   

    

Coiste Oiliúna & Forbártha    Millennium 
Séamas Mac Dónaill (Cathaoirleach)   Séamas Ó Treasaigh (Cathaoirleach) 

Bernie McGirr      Mark Conway (Runaí) 

Anna McCaughey     Gearóid Ó Brolcháin (Cisteoir) 

Paul Maxwell      Hugh McAleer 

Terry McCann       Kevin Teague 

Jim McElhatton      Pat Blee    

Pat McGivern      Shay McKeown 

 

 

Coiste na Gaeilge      
Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig (Cathaoirleach)   

Micheál Ó Duifigh     

Cormac Mac Giolla Uidhir    
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Bórd na Réiteoirí 
 

Rúnaí: Micheál Ó hAodha 

 

This has been a very difficult year for the Board with the high reduction in the 

availability of referees, which occurred throughout the season. This non-availability 

has serious repercussions for the number of referees who could be appointed to 

games, particularly at youth level. The high level of postponements, venue, time and 

even day changes for matches does little to promote a consistent process for 

appointing referees. It was hoped to appoint referees across all divisions on a 3-week 

on, 1-week off rotational basis. However despite the Board’s best efforts this fell by 

the wayside within a two-month period, being compounded by the weekly pullout of 

referees from games. One area which did show some improvement has been the 

notification of fixtures to the Board, particularly those relating to adult football. 

Notification of youth fixtures also improved especially toward the end of the season, 

but the Board received no notification of hurling fixtures through official channels for 

the whole season bar those relating to the Senior Championship. Another area which 

the Board had hoped progress had been made was that of dealing with referees’ 

reports in relation to disciplinary matters. For the most part disciplinary procedures 

were adhered to as per Official Guide, although standards began to slip towards the 

end of the year. 

Another area that has shown some improvement has been in the way referees have 

forwarded reports to the respective Boards. These are welcome but there are still a 

small number of referees who do not meet their responsibilities in this regard. The 

returning of reports is an integral part of a referee’s duty when appointed to officiate 

at a game and it is unacceptable for the few referees to bring the many down. 

 

Hurling: No improvement can be reported in the strength of the hurling panel during 

the past season. The bulk of the panel was made up of referees from non-hurling 

backgrounds and from non-hurling clubs; the majority of hurling clubs continue to 

supply no-one for training and appointment. This is a state of affairs which no longer 

can be tolerated. Football clubs who fail to provide referees have a sanction placed on 

them and the time is long overdue that similar sanctions are put in place at hurling 

level. 

 

Youth: Games switched, venues changed, games called off with or without approval, 

games rearranged without notice and the barrage of pullouts from referees made the 

job of the appointments secretary almost impossible. There is a continuing problem 

with under-12s, which unfortunately resulted in the temporary suspension of this 

competition; it was impossible for the Board to cover all matches due to the non-

appearance and non-availability of referees. Those who let their names go forward for 

this competition and / or clubs who have nominated these referees and who 

subsequently didn’t fulfil their obligations bear full responsibility for this state of 

affairs. This is a problem which needs to be rectified as a matter of urgency.  

 

Adult: At the start of the year after all club nominations were collected and new 

referees’ seminar completed the strength of the panel was a highly commendable 75. 

By the year’s end, as a result of injuries, withdrawals, failure to attend seminars, 

retirements and performances the panel was reduced to 54, which is very limited 

indeed when it is considered that a full league programme has 46 fixtures. There are a 
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number of solutions to the problem, some resting with clubs, some with those 

responsible for fixtures and some with referees. We must all act in a responsible 

manner to ensure that the day never comes when a referee’s secretary has to request 

the GAC chairman to postpone games because of lack of referees. However unless 

remedial action is taken right away that day will come sooner rather than later. 

 

Championship: The adult championship panel was selected on the basis of 

successful results in written and physical tests, positive assessments and length of 

service. These selection criteria were very clear and understood by everyone. The 

process has been totally transparent and the Board was able to stand over those who 

were eventually placed on the main championship panel. We may not have had the 

best referees on the panel but those who failed either the written and / or physical test 

cannot blame the Board for their non-selection. 

The standard of refereeing in the championship was good and bad in parts. The 

red/yellow card initiative made refereeing a little more stressful but could not be used 

as an excuse for some of the incidents which were not dealt with by referee in the 

championship games. There is no place in the Association for referees who fail to act 

against thuggery; the Board took a brave step in not appointing these referees to other 

championship games and it is hoped that such action will have sent out a clear 

message of shaping up or shipping out.  

The performance of other match officials needs to be addressed as a matter of 

urgency. Too many of these linesmen and umpires were at championship games to 

watch the match, rather than help the referee. This must stop and the Board will have 

to take a serious look at developing a  panel of umpires and linesmen which would be 

appointed to all championship games within the county; the time for match officials to 

stand up and be counted has now come. 

 

Sub-Committees: The Board continued to successfully operate its system of 

established sub-committees with the addition of several more to spread workload 

among Board members. These included, four appointments sub-committees dealing 

with adult football, youth football, hurling and adult championship, five development 

sub-committees whose areas of responsibility were Rules, Physical Training, 

Assessment, County Committees and Clubs, Club Visits and Referees’ 

Reports.             
 

 

Coiste Oiliúna agus Forbártha 

 
Cathaoirleach: Séamas Mc Domhnaill 

The work of the committee composed of the schools coaching programme, organising 

coaching courses and the summer camps. Our work this year has been hampered by 

the ongoing revision of courses at national level. However the syllabi for both the 

foundation and Level 1 courses have been finalised in autumn. Our tutors E Kilpatrick 

and T Mc Cann have completed the training for both courses. Two foundation courses 

will be organised before the end of the current year. Past experience would indicate 

that the best time for organising courses is in the early or late season. With now half 

of the level one course being undertaken over five nights we are very limited in the 

availability of suitable premises for the practical sessions. We do hope that in early 

February we will be in a position to organise a level 1 in course in the county. I would 

urge clubs be very selective about whom you send. Now with participants attending 
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ten sessions over a five week period there may be a greater possibility that some may 

miss part, thus resulting in the programme not being finished. Experience has also 

indicated that many people who first participated in courses dropped out at a very 

early stage. Try to ensure that those who are undertaking the courses make a 

reasonable contribution to your club.  Now with Level I courses costing the clubs £60 

per participant you should ensure you achieve maximum benefit. 

Since the beginning of this academic year the primary schools programme has been 

revised to facilitate the promotion of hurling within our schools. Now one promotion 

officer coaches all the hurling throughout the county while the other three cover all 

the primary schools on a rota basis. We do foresee further changes to the present 

system. Earlier this year clubs, comprehensively, indicated to the Millennium group 

that our coaching emphasis should be switched to the clubs. We have discussed this 

but have no formal plans have been drawn up.  

Summer camps still prove to be very popular among the 8 to 12 years olds. This year 

16 camps, 11 in football and 5 in hurling were organised with in excess of 1100 

participants. Although people non-supportive of our games targeted the venue for two 

camps we were able to complete the planned programme by switching to an 

alternative venue. The new format for the hurling camps proved a tremendous success 

and we are extremely grateful to the hurling clubs for their excellent work behind the 

scenes.    

We are aware of the need for an initiative to further develop the skills of those players 

in the 13 to 14 years old. Much planning has taken place and a School of Excellence 

to cater for these players will be launched in spring 2000. Players will be given 

coaching outside their club environment by a pool of qualified coaches. We envisage 

this initiative supporting the summer camps. 

I am indebted to the clubs who hosted foundation courses and summer camps; your 

hospitality was greatly appreciated by all. To our tutors, E Kilpatrick and T Mc Cann, 

no words can adequately express their contributions to coaching their wit and honest 

talking has been a hallmark of their work. I pay tribute to our four promotion officers 

for the mammoth work in promoting the game in our primary schools. I thank the 

members of the committee for their support and work throughout the year. Finally I 

thank all the sponsors, too numerous to mention, for their support of coaching, 

without your help it would be impossible for promotion officers to be employed. 

 

Scór  
 

Rúnaí: Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh 
 

Scór commenced with the Scór na nÓg competition. First rounds were held in 

Killyman, Loughmacrory, Eglish and Aughabrack on November 6th , 8th, 13th and 15th 

respectively and the two semifinals took place in Killyclogher and Ardboe on 

November 20th and 22nd. 

Galbally was the venue for the final on December 6th. Stewarding and catering were 

first class. The efforts of individuals in clubs are to be praised and it is pleasing to 

record the re-appearance of Kildress and Moy in Scór competition. 

Seventeen clubs won through the first rounds and semifinals to take part in the final. 

Every individual who takes part in Scór is a credit and those who won the prizes in 

the 1999 Tyrone competition were: 
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The Ulster Final was hosted by Galbally, expertly as usual. Many praised the facilities 

and hospitality. Our fear a’tí and resident photographer, Cormac McAleer directed 

events smoothly. 

Cill Íseal Ballad Group won the Ulster title as did An Omaigh Céilí dancers. They 

both went on to represent Ulster, performing well and winning many friends in the 

All-Ireland Final in Limerick University. 

Aireagal Ciarán question timers failed narrowly to win the Ulster title as did Aidan 

O’Neill in the recitation. 

 

Scór Sinsear 

First rounds were held in Strabane, Beragh, and Derrytresk on February 5th, 7th and 

12th. The semifinals took place in Killyclogher and Ardboe on February 21st and 27th. 

The County Final took place in Ballygawley on March 3rd. Thanks to the efficient 

club committee who stewarded and catered superbly. The standard was exceptionally 

high, those fortunate enough to attend were treated to superb entertainment.  

Adjudicators had a most difficult task and those to emerge as winners and runners-up 

were: 
 

  

Tyrone’s representatives in the Ulster Final at Threemilehouse on March 27 were 

Killyclogher Céilí dancers, Máire Bean Nic Chionnaith ó’n Eochar sa Scéalaiocht and 

the Eglish Novelty Act. We won the three Ulster titles and headed to Belfast’s Ulster 

Hall for the All-Ireland Final where a huge Tyrone following saw all three clubs 

perform extremely well. 

Thanks to all who participated in any way in Scór 1999, particularly those clubs who 

hosted events; adjudicators; Ambrose, Rosemary and Ciaran Henry for amplification; 

quizmaster Matt Tracey; committee members Anna McCaughey, Cormac McAleer, 

Pat McCartan and Eamon Campbell. 

 

Winner   Runner-up 

Rince Foirne  Coill an Chlochair  An Omaigh 

Amhránaiocht Aonar An Cloch Ór (Orla McElroy) An Domhnach Mhór (Malachi Cush) 

Ceol Uirlise   An Srath Bán   Oileán a’Ghuail 

Nuachleas  An Eaglais   Aireagal Ciaráin 

Trath na gCeisteanna An Eaglais   Eoghain Rua & An Droim Mhór 

Aithriseoireacht  Eochar (Máire NicChionnaith) An Srath Bán (Fearghal MacLochlainn) 

Bailéad Ghrúpa  An Omaigh   Loch Mhic Ruairí 

Rince Seit   Coill an Chlochair  An Omaigh 

 

    Winner   Runner-up 

Rince Foirne   Killyclogher   Edendork 

Amhránaiocht Aonar  Teresa Hughes (Derrytresk) Tracey Rodgers (Beragh) 

Ceol Uirlise   Galbally   Trillick 

Nuachleas   Clogher    Augher 

Trath na gCeisteanna  Errigal Ciaran    Clann na nGael 

Aithriseoireacht   Aidan O’Neill (Edendork) Mariesa Kelly (Errigal Ciaran) 

Bailéad Ghrúpa   Killeeshil   Loughmacrory 

Rince Seit    Edendork   Killyclogher 
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The Clubs that participated in Scór 1999 were: Aghyaran, Ardboe, Augher, Beragh, 

Beragh Ladies, An Charraig Mhór, Clann  na nGael, Clogher, Coalisland, 

Derrylaughan, Derrytresk, Donaghmore, Dregish, Dromore, Drumragh, Edendork, 

Eglish, Eoghain Rua, Errigal Ciaran, Galbally, Kildress, Killeeshil, Killyclogher, 

Killyman, Loughmacrory, Moy , Omagh, Pomeroy, Stewartstown, Strabane, 

Tattyreagh, Trillick, An Charraig Mhór Éire Óg.. 

Thank you all for the effort it takes to take part and the priceless entertainment you 

provided while keeping our gaelic culture alive.    

 

  

Oifigeach Na nÓg 
S é a m a s  M c  D o m h n a i l l  
 

As we come to the close of another year we reflect upon what has been achieved. On 

the playing front at provincial and national level our youth county teams continued to 

show promise. At local level our competitions will be complete by convention. 

However should we be happy to see our role only to provide competitive games 

where winning seems to be important? Sometimes we as clubs may overemphasise 

the importance of competitive football. As the millennium approaches it is time to 

take a fresh look at our youth structures to ensure we overcome the problems which 

exist.  We in this county at an early stage promote a postponement culture by ensuring 

that we need all our best players are required for our short league campaigns. If a club 

looses one match their chances of success can disappear. Juvenile and minor players 

require a sufficient games programme of at least 15 games to develop and sustain 

their interest. Yes some of our better players will be playing for county, school and 

other club teams but are we there to provide football for these few or for the majority 

who will play approximately eight games a year? We need many playing football as 

often as possible to ensure our clubs survive. A league programme, where you play 

without these star players for a number of games, could be organised.  

Do we still need to play 15 a-side games at all levels? We could play more small-

sided games particularly at under 12 and 14 on reduced pitches to develop our players 

and provide opportunities to involve more. 

Competitions should be restricted to players within each age group. In situations 

where clubs would be unable to field a team then consideration could be given to 

small-sided teams.  

In recent years some clubs are finding it more difficult to have a sufficiently large 

panel of players at minor level while at the younger age competitions these clubs had 

an abundance of players. Much emphasis has been given to organise coaching and 

games at under 8 and under 10 in some areas. The proper balance should be 

maintained that players at this age are not overexposed to the game and contribute to 

the drop out at around juvenile level. Clubs must look to other ways to promote and 

develop the game particularly in urban areas. The time has come when a return to 

street and inter district leagues would maintain interest and develop skills. We must 

address the problem where an average under 14 player could in many instances not 

play competitive football for over two years. Too often administrators are blamed but 

clubs must maintain a positive attitude and ensure that the youth are given a 

comprehensive games programme. 

Our national game of hurling is in decline at youth level. Some competitions consist 

of one or two competitive matches. Clubs must begin rebuilding and appoint suitable 

personnel to maximise the benefits from the hurling promotion officer. In each club 
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area at least fifty 10 year olds are being coached weekly. To achieve its true potential 

clubs must also become involved. 

Our second level schools continue to do excellent work. At provincial level our 

schools continue to prove they are the best. However sadly we often leave them to 

work in isolation. Schools now work under very difficult financial conditions. Some 

schools have been forced to charge the team members to pay for the privilege of being 

selected on teams. Clubs should ensure that the schools in their area are supported by 

providing resources, such as footballs, pitches and finance to assist the teachers carry 

our their duties. 

In the coming months clubs will be appointing mentors to look after the various youth 

teams. I appeal to you, when making these appointments ensure you have a minimum 

of two mentors for each team. 

Finally I thank all those who have contributed to the promotion and development of 

our youth games. Often the task seems unappreciated but your contributions will 

ensure that that the game continues in the future. 

 
 

Millennium Committee 
 

Cathaoirleach: Séamas Ó Treasaigh 
 

During the past year the Committee continued to manage its fund-raising scheme and 

by the end of 1999 is approaching the one third of a million pounds mark: this brings 

us two thirds of the way towards our target of £500,000.  We now have around 250 

subscribing members, a total of £303,000 on deposit, and to date have spent £22,000 

(very largely on coaching). 

 

Tyrone's clubs remain central to the Committee's work and at the time of writing the 

clubs have contributed a total of almost £73,000.  Clubs, their players, members, 

supporters, and communities will of course be the ultimate beneficiaries of the 

Millennium Initiative so our success has to be their success. 

 

Over the past year the Committee spent many hours revisiting and ultimately revising 

how we feel the Millennium funds should be spent.  We have not changed the focus 

of our spending.  The Committee remains committed to helping develop spectator 

accommodation, County training facilities, coaching, and culture.  What we have 

changed is how we will address these areas.  We tested various options with the clubs 

in Tyrone and recommended the following spending strategy to the County 

Executive: 

 £200,000  development of a stand at Healy Park 

   

 £200,000  development of a Tyrone County Training/Development 

Centre 

   

   £75,000  support for Coaching  

   

   £25,000  culture and contingency 

 

The County Executive has formally accepted these recommendations. 
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We are now taking active steps to move forward the two major capital development 

areas - a stand at Healy Park and a Tyrone County Training/Development Centre.  We 

expect further developments in both areas early in the New Year.  

 

It is very appropriate that the Millennium Fund should begin to really make its mark 

on the ground in the Millennium Year. 

 

In the New Year we would be interested in welcoming new recruits to our team.    
 

 

Coiste na bPáirceanna 
 

Cathaoirleach: Liam Mac Niallais 
 

At the beginning of the year Coiste na bPáirceanna agreed a 10 year Development 

Programme for the improvement of club grounds and facilities with the County 

Board; this programme was communicated to the clubs at an Open Meeting last 

spring. The main elements of this programme were: 

• perimeter fencing of grounds 

• covered accommodation for home supporters 

• a clubhouse with 4 dressing-rooms, showers, referees room 

• terracing 

• turnstiles 

• training grounds / pitches 

 

Many clubs have already achieved these objectives, others are making solid progress 

towards achieving them. Club committees and Grounds sub-committees are to be 

congratulated on the remarkable progress that has been made in the county over the 

last few years. Indications from my club visits are that this progress will continue into 

the new Millennium. The improved standard of our pitches and the excellence of our 

club facilities are the envy of other counties and an inspiration to the gaels throughout 

our own county. 

Last year all of our clubs put in place a pitch maintenance programme. Clubs like 

Brockagh, Cookstown, Ardboe, Aghaloo, Killyman, Omagh, Clogher, Eskra, 

Brackaville, Dregish, Pomeroy, Rock, Drumragh, Coalisland, Edendork, Moy, 

Dungannon, Derrytresk, Beragh, Fintona, Kildress, Clonoe, Eoghain Rua Uí Néill, 

Tattyreagh, and Stewartstown have completed minor development projects. These 

involved perimeter fencing, erection of catch nets, floodlighting, extension of 

terracing, changing rooms, the provision of toilets, covered accommodation or 

running tracks. 

Other clubs have completed or are presently involved in major developments. These 

clubs include Newtownstewart, Drumquin, Errigal Ciaran, Greencastle, Strabane, Cill 

Íseal, Eglish, Galbally, Gortin, Aghyaran, Killyclogher and Moortown. Major 

developments are about to start in Urney, an Charraig Mhór, Derrylaughan, 

Castlederg, Tattyreagh, Loughmacrory, Glenelly, and Clann na nGael. We wish these 

clubs well in their endeavours. 

An important objective of the overall County Development Programme is the 

provision of Training Pitches or Training Grounds. Many clubs now have that facility 

- Aghyaran, Augher,  Clann na nGael, an Charraig Mhór, Coalisland, Derrylaughan, 

Donaghmore, Dungannon, Edendork, Eglish, Fintona, Galbally, Gortin, Greencastle, 
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Kildress, Omagh, Pomeroy, Rock, Strabane and Trillick. They will be joined in the 

next few years by Errigal Ciaran, Cill Íseal, Newtownstewart, Clogher, and 

Loughmacrory. These clubs are gathering in money to purchase land for the 

development of Training Pitches. The volume of football, hurling, ladies football and 

camogie demands such facilities and our clubs are to be congratulated on making such 

significant progress in a very short period of time. 

 

Finance: Many clubs have benefited from grants from the Sports Lottery Fund. 35 

clubs have been successful in their applications to the Fund. 3 clubs have been doubly 

successful and the total coming into the county since 1995 has passed the £2m mark. 

Our clubs have had to match this funding and Coiste na bPáirceanna would like to 

congratulate club Treasurers and their finance sub-committees for all their efforts in 

fundraising: many are now experts in this field. The present phase of Lottery Sports 

Funding has ended but Coiste na bPáirceanna has requested a meeting with the Fund 

early in the new year to discuss their new criteria and I am confident that we will 

continue to benefit from this source of funding.  

The following clubs received financial assistance from Central Council and/or Ulster 

Council: 

Dromore - £2500, Ardboe - £1000,  Moortown - £3500,  Pomeroy - £4750. 

 

Licensed Premises: Two clubs obtained licences this year. Clubs are reminded that 

they are required to, 

• demonstrate the community needs / benefits for such a development in their area 

• indicate their intention to apply for a licence and discuss this with the County 

Board 

• provide a copy of their annual audited accounts to the County Board 

• meet with the Coiste Airgeadais / Coiste na bPáirceanna, if necessary, to discuss 

these accounts 

 

Deeds of Trust: I take this opportunity to remind clubs of the importance of keeping 

their Deed of Trust in order and that it is necessary to vest any club ground, properly 

and legally, in the Association once it has been acquired. This will automatically vest 

any development that may take place on the property and is of the utmost legal 

importance. A ground should be vested in 5 Trustees – members of the Association 

who hold such property upon trust. Vesting ensures that  

• permanent, effective control over grounds is maintained 

• grounds/property 

• thereon are only used in accordance with the Aims and Objectives of the 

Association 

• continuity of GAA club ownership is maintained 

• ground is eligible for GAA grants and loans (see Official Guide, 1998; Rules 42, 

43, 44) 

 

Thanks: During the year I have visited formally or informally 38 clubs and have 

spoken at length to the Chairmen/Secretaries of the other 10 clubs. I would like to 

thank all the club officials whom I have met for their kindness and hospitality. I 

would also like to thank the members of the County Board for their knowledge, 

patience and support. It was much appreciated. 

Finally I take this opportunity to thank the members of Coiste na bPáirceanna for their 

support and interest in the Association in the county. I am indebted to the experience 
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and good sense of Brian McLernon (Derrylaughan), John Dooher (Eoghain Rua Uí 

Néill), and Michael McGoldrick  (Eskra). Their interest and knowledge of affairs 

within the Association were of great assistance to me as Cathaoirleach of Coiste na 

bPáirceanna.  
 

 

Coiste na Gaeilge 
 

Cathaoirleach: Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig 
 

At the beginning of the year, Páirc an Chrócaigh asked each county to provide a full 

list in Irish of its registered clubs. This proved the inspiration for Coiste na Gaeilge to 

compile a laminated sheet containing the club names, the basic layout for a letter and 

a list of our league and cup competitions to be distributed to county officers and club 

secretaries. The initial inquiry had been prompted by the prevalence of team sheets 

which were not completed in Irish and Páirc an Chrócaigh followed through by 

sending out copies of a handbook of names and surnames to assist in the completion 

of team sheets according to rule. These were distributed to clubs and we have invested 

in further copies of this useful publication, which can be obtained from any member 

of Coiste na Gaeilge at a reduced rate to anyone who deals with a significant volume 

of correspondence within the Association. 

A new initiative undertaken in 1999 was an essay-writing competition, in which a full 

scholarship to a Gaeltacht summer school was offered to the best essay on a selected 

historical topic at under 12, 14, 16 and 18 levels. Comhaltas Uladh of the Gaelic 

League were co-sponsors of this scheme and a total prize fund of £1000 was 

available. Unfortunately, only two entries were received and these were not written 

entirely in Irish. Those entrants received an acknowledgement similar to that of our 

annual Gaeltacht grant scheme, ‘Cupla Bomaite Chomhra’ and their share of the 

sponsorship money was returned to Comhaltas Uladh in light of the failure of the 

scheme. 

The numbers applying for assistance under the ‘Cupla Bomaite Chomhra’ scheme 

remain fairly constant and this year, members of the following clubs received pocket 

money within a range of £15 to £25. Aireagal Chiaráin (6), Achadh Lú (4), an 

Charraig Mhór (4), an Srath Bán (4), Ard Bó (3), Eaglais (3), Eoghain Rua (3), 

Gallbhaile (3), Eiscreach (2), Domhnach Mór (2), Loch Mhic Ruairí (2), Béarach (1), 

Cabhán a Chaorthainn (1), Clochar (1), Cluan Eó (1), an Chraobh (1). It was 

gratifying to see that this year a small number of boys applied to and received 

assistance under our scheme. 

The Ulster council’s annual Irish language course for adults at Downings was very 

well supported again and 20 grants were paid to people from Tyrone, who attended 

the course. The course is very enjoyable and the classes in the morning, which cater 

for all levels of competence are followed by a full social programme of activities in 

the afternoon, providing an opportunity to put what has been learned into practice. 

The continuing failure of the Authorities to fund Irish-medium schools has placed the 

responsibility for their continued survival on parents and on Irish language and 

cultural organisations which see their duty as promoting the Irish language. In 

keeping with CLG’s avowed aim to support Irish culture and industry, Coiste na 

Gaeilge has given start-up grants of £100 to each Irish-language nursery school and 

£500 to each Irish-language primary school within the county. A new Irish-medium 

primary school has started in Gortin and we wish them every success for the future. 
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The grant is a very small gesture of solidarity towards those who are working for the 

promotion of the Irish language in other fields. 

A fresh Irish language course for beginners – ‘Now You’re Talking’ – is being 

organised for members of the Association and anyone interested should contact 

Séamas Mac Giolla Phádraig. 

 
 

 

CUR AMACH     TEACHT ISTEACHT 

       Páirc an Chrócaigh £300.00 

‘Cupla Bomaite Chomhrá’ 

 33 x deontais   £865.00 

5 deontais 1998 (aisíoch)    100.00  

 

Cúrsa na nDúnaidh 

20 x deontais     345.00 

 

Comórtas na nAistí 

Comhaltas Uladh     500.00   Comhaltas Uladh    500.00  

2 x deontais       40.00 

 

Scéim na mBunscoil Ghaelach 

Bunscoil an Ghoirtín    500.00 

 

Costaisí Foilsiúcháin 

Clódóirí Mhic Giolla      35.00 

Cló Chúchullain            28.00 

An Sloinnteoir & an tAinmneoir    165.00 

 

I o m l á n    £ 2 5 7 8 . 0 0     £ 8 0 0 . 0 0  
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MEMBERSHIP  -  1999 
 

     

        CLUB MEMBERS          CLUB MEMBERS 

Achadh Lú 189  Gallbhaile 181 

Achadh Uí Aráin 190  Gleann Aichle 105 

Ard Bó 120  Goirtín 175 

Eochar 124  An Caisleán Glas 164 

Bearach 159  Cill Dreasa 180 

Bruach Áiile 175  Cill Íseal 121 

Brocach 103  Coill an Chlochair 60 

An Charraig Mhór 233  Cill na mBán 83 

Caisleán na Deirge 120  Loch Mhic Ruairí 110 

Clann na nGael 159  Baile na Móna 91 

Clochar 96  An Mhaigh 100 

Cluain Eo 173  An Baile Nua 60 

Oileán a'Ghuail 90  An Ómaigh 187 

An Chorra Chríochach 240  Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 97 

Doire Locháin 138  An Charraig 84 

Doire Treasc 80  An Chraobh 67 

Domhnach Mór 137  An Srath Bán 210 

Deargais 50  Taite Riabhach 48 

An Droim Mór 101  Trí Leac 172 

Droim Caoin 166  Urnaí 120 

Droim Ratha 90  An Charraig Mhór (H) 47 

Dún Geanainn 160  Dún Geanainn (H) 58 

Éadan na dTorc 113  Coill an Chlochair (H) 37 

Eaglais 188  An Ómaigh (H) 53 

E. R. Uí Néill 193  Na Seamroga (H) 30 

Aireagal Chiaráin 240  Naomh Colmcille (H) 38 

Eiscreach 162  Ceapach (Y) 30 

Fionntamhnach 96  Naomh Mhuire (Y) 30 

                TOTALS 6823 
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  AINMNIÚCHAIN  
(Nominations)  

 

 

Cathaoirleach: Cuthbert Donnelly (Achadh Lú) (outgoing), Liam Nelis (Éadán na 

dTorc).  

 

Leas-Cathaoirleach: Paul Doris (Dún Geanainn), Brendan Harkin (Coill an 

Chlochair), Liam Nelis (outgoing), Seamus McDonald (Coill an Chlochair). 

 

Rúnaí: Dominic McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing). 

 

Leas-Runaí: Frank Campbell (Cabhán a’Chaortainn) (outgoing), Paul McCaffrey 

(An Droim Mór).  

 

Cisteoir: Gerard Bradley (An Goirtín) (outgoing).  

 

Ball Árd Chomhairle: Paul Doris, Brendan Harkin, James Treacy (Cluain Eo) 

(outgoing). 

 

Baill Chomhairle Uladh: Vincent Beggs (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Sean Begley 

(Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Jim Curran (Ard Bó) (outgoing), Paul Doris (outgoing), 

Dermot McCaughey (Trí Leac), Michael Muldoon (Ard Bó). 

 

Cathaoirleach Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí: Sean Begley, Peter Kennedy (Doire 

Locháin) (outgoing), Michael Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Donal Magee (Coill an 

Chlochair), Sean McConnell (Gleann Aichle). 

 

Oifigeach na nÓg: John Gill (Dún Geanainn), Terry McCann (Coill an Chlochair), 

Dermot McCaughey, Eugene McConnell (Clochar), Sean McConnell, Seamus 

McDonald (Coill an Chlochair) (outgoing), Gerry McElroy (Eochar). 

 

Oifigeach Iomána: Sean Begley, Thomas Colton (Dún Geanainn), John Devlin 

(Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Tony Fawl (Na Seamroga), Brendan Harkin, Martin Hegarty 

(Coill an Chlochair), Peter Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), Seamus Kilpatrick (Cabhán 

a’Chaortainn), Jim McElhatton (An Charraig Mhór), Plunkett McElhatton (An 

Charraig Mhór), Ciaran McHugh (Dún Geanainn). 

 

Oifigeach na Gaeilge: Seamus Kilpatrick (outgoing). 

 

Baill an Choiste (2): Vincent Beggs, Mark Conway (Cill Dreasa), Cuthbert Donnelly, 

Aidan Harkin (An Srath Bán), Brendan Harkin (outgoing), Anna McCaughey (An 

Charraig Mhór) (outgoing),  Dermot McCaughey, Eugene McConnell, Bernie McGirr 

(Eochar), Liam Nelis, John Rice (Eochar), Gerry Ryan (Doire Treasc), James Treacy. 

 

U-21 Delegate: Sean Paul Begley (An Charraig Mhór), Damian Coyle (An Charraig 

Mhór), Aidan Goodfellow (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Cormac McAnallen (Eaglais), 

Eamon McGirr (Clochar). 
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NA RÚIN 
(Motions) 

 
 

1. That admission to all Ulster Championship games, i.e. Minor, Under-21, Senior 

and Club, and Dr. McKenna Cup games, must be by the sale of numbered tickets. 

Coiste Thír Eoghain  

 

2. That the Co. Executive establish a sub-committee, consisting of Executive 

members, coaching Tutors and representatives of Cumann na mBunscoil, to 

critically examine the existing arrangements for the coaching of our games in 

Primary Schools and make recommendations for improvement of same. This sub-

committee to have its recommendations to present to the April  2000 open 

meeting of the Clubs and Executive.  

Cabhán a’Chaorthainn  

 

 

 

NA MOLTAÍ 

(Recommendations) 

 

1. That sponsorship of the adult leagues and championships be sought. 

An Srath Bán 

2. That all Senior, Intermediate and Junior Championship first round games be 

played on a home and away basis with the play-off, if necessary at a neutral 

venue.               An Srath Bán 

3. That the Co. Executive ensure that no championship fixtures be set for week 

evenings at any earlier than 7.00 pm, to facilitate those players and supporters 

who work and / or travel some distance to work.    Cabhán a’Chaorthainn  

4. That the incoming County Board investigate the possibility of appointing a full-

time (paid) official secretary.            An Srath Bán 

5. That all income from fines should be donated to a nominated charity each year.   

       Naomh Colmcille, An Charraig Mhór 

6. That the County Board will look into the establishment of a hurling league 

involving the clubs of Tyrone and Derry for underage competition to be played on 

set night(s) where no football competition in either county would interfere with its 

running.             Éire Óg, An Charraig Mhór 

7. That under Tyrone Bye-law 25, that the County Board adopt the Recommendation 

No. 2 passed at the Tyrone Referee’s Board Convention on 9th December 1996 

and by thus doing so acts in accordance with the County Board’s policy of acting 

on the advice / or recommendations from Bórd na Réiteoiri.  

Therefore the following should become an accepted Bye-law relating to the 

payment of referee’s expenses: ‘That Referee’s expenses for officiating at football 

games be increased to £10 per adult game and £7 per youth game’.  An Clochar      

 

 


