
 



 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ORDUITHE SEASAIMH DON 

CHOMHDHÁIL 
(STANDING ORDERS FOR CONVENTION) 

 
 
In order that the proceedings of the Convention be carried 
out without delay, the following Standing Orders will be 
observed: 
 
1. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment 
thereto may speak for five minutes, but not more than five 
minutes. 
 
2. A Delegate speaking to a Resolution or an Amendment 
must not exceed three minutes. 
 
3. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may 
speak a second time for three minutes before a vote is 
taken, but no other Delegate may speak a second time to 
the same Resolution or Amendment. 
 
4. The Chairman may, at any time he considers a matter 
has been sufficiently discussed, call on the Proposer for a 
reply, and when that has been given a vote must be taken. 
 
5. A Delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, 
move ‘that the question be now put’, after which, when the 
Proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken. 
 
6. Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose 
of considering any matter not on the Clár, except by the 
consent of a majority equal to two-thirds of those present 
and voting.     
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CUMANN LÚTHCHLEAS GAEL 
COISTE THÍR EOGHAIN 

 
 
 
 
A Chara 
 
 
Tionólfár an Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír 

Eoghain i bProinnteach Uí Cheallaigh, Baile Uí Dhálaigh ar an Máirt 16 Nollaig 2003 

ag tosnu ar 7.30 i.n. 

 
 
Mise, le fíor-mheas 
 
 
 
Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 
 
Rúnaí 
 
 

 

CLÁR 
 

                    1. Amhrán na bhFiann. 
         2. Miontuairiscí na Chomhdhála deireadh  (2002). 

           3. Ag éirí as na miontuairiscí. 
           4. Glacadh de hOrduithe Seasaimh. 
          5. Tuarascála na bPáirceanna  - An Ómaigh 
                       Oileán a’Ghuail 
                       Dún Geanainn 
           6. Tuarascáil an Rúnaí. 
          7. Tuarascála na Fo-Choisti.     
          8. An Cuntas Airgeadais. 
           9. Oráid an Chathaoirligh. 
        10. Na Rúin. 
        11. Togchán an Choiste don bhliain 2003. 
        12. Dúnadh na Chomhdhála. 
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Miontuairiscí na Chomhdhala  2002 
 

1.0  An Chomhdháil Bhliantúil de Chumann Lúthchleas Gael, Contae Thír Eoghain took place 

in Kelly’s Inn Garvaghey on Sunday 15th December 2002. 

Liam Mac Niallais (Cathaoirleach) presided with the following attendance: 

Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil, Pádraig Ó Dorchai, Cuthbert Ó Donnaile, Séamas Mac Domhnaill,  

Séamas Ó Treasaigh, Eoghan Mac Dhónaill, Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh, Micheál Mac Eochaidh, 

Toirealach Mac Cana, Breandán Ó hEarcáin, Pól Ó Dubhrósa, and Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh. 

Leithsceal: Micheál Ó hAirmhí. 

 

Club Member Delegate(s) 

Achadh Lú Conor Russell Michael Muldoon 

Leo McKeever 

Achadh Uí Arain Brian McHugh  

Ard Bó Patrick Leonard Kevin Quinn 

Phelim Devlin 

Eochar Bernie McGirr Phelim O’Neill 

Eugene McKenna 

Bearach Gerry Donnelly John Donnelly 

Barry Conroy 

Bruach Áille Sean Quinn John Hughes 

Brocach   

An Charraig Mhór Michael Kerr Sean McGuigan 

Peter Quinlivan 

Caisleán na Deirge Aidan Rushe  

Clann na nGael 

 

James O’Neill Aidan O’Kane 

Ambrose Houston 

Clochar Sean McElroy C McKenna 

P McKenna 

Cluain Eo Joe McCabe  

Oileán a'Ghuail Oliver Corr Benny Corr 

Ann Marie Hanna 

An Corra Chríochach   

Doire Lochain Seamus McCann B Robinson 

Doire Treasc  P O’Neill 

D O’Neill 

Domhnach Mór Patsy Gallagher Paul Quinn 

Mark McVeigh 

Deargais Thomas O’Kane Fergus McCrossan 

An Droim Mór PaulMcCaffrey Martin Sludden 

Droim Caoin Seamus McGale Sean Donnelly 

Droim Ratha  Malachy Starrs 

D Quinn 

Dún Geanainn  Oliver McHugh 

O Treanor 

Eadán na dTorc Aidan Currie O Devlin 

Joe McCaul 

Eaglais Cathal Daly Sean Donaghy 

Donal McAnallen 

E. R. Uí Néill  Sean Kelly 

Patsy McCormack 
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Aireagal Chiaráin Sean McKenna Gerard McCann 

Malachy McCann 

Eiscreach Brian Hackett Seamus Cullinan 

Dermot Cullen 

Fionntamhnach  Damien Colgan 

Kevin Hagan 

Gallbhaile Noel McGeary Oliver Nugent 

Gleann Aichle Sean McConnell Eunan Lindsay 

John Conway 

Goirtín Gabriel Treanor Seamus Gallagher 

Peter McCrory 

An Caisleán Glas Perry McCrory P McDermott 

Peter Treacy 

Cill Dreasa  Gerry Loughran 

Matt Treacy 

Cill Íseal   

Coill an Chlochair Donal Magee Owen Roe O’Neill 

Mick Brennan 

Cill na mBán   

Loch Mhic Ruairí Paddy O’Brien Stephen McCullagh 

Martin Meenagh 

Baile na Móna John Corr Tom McQuillan 

Chris Quinn 

An Mhaigh  Mary Daly 

An Baile Nua Chris Jones Aidan Maguire 

An Omaigh Eugene McMahon P. McGovern 

Niall Ward 

Cabhán a’Chaortainn Felix Hagan Sean Hurson 

Jim Quinn 

An Charraig Sean Ruddy Dominic Murphy 

G Mullan 

An Chraobh  Sean Gallagher 

An Srath Ban Aidan Harkin  

An Taite Riabhach Jim Darcy Gerry McGinn 

Pius McCloskey 

Trí Leac Martin McGrade Patsy McCaughey 

Urnaí  A Langan 

Bridget Gillespie 

An Charraig Mhór  (H) Peter Kerr Sean Kerr 

Paul Sweeney 

Dún Geanainn  (H) Dan Morgan Tommy Colton 

Coill an Chlochair  (H) Anthony Connolly  

Naomh Colmcille  George Byrne 

An Omaigh    (H)   

Na Seamroga   (H) Tony Fawl  
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2.0 Amhrán na bhFiann 

The National Anthem was sung by Noleen Neill (Aireagal Chiaráin) with accompaniment by 

Dermot Cullen (Eiscreach). 

 

3.0 Miontuairiscí – 2001 

The Minutes of the 2001 Convention were adopted on the proposal of S McGale and seconded 

by B Hackett. 

 

4.0 Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

5.0 Fáilte 

All delegates and members were made welcome to Convention by Cathaoirleach L. Mac 

Niallais; this was followed by prayers by Fr. McGinley. 

 

6.0 Standing Orders 

On the proposal of T Fawl, Standing Orders were adopted, and were seconded by T McQuillan. 

 

7.0 County Grounds’ Accounts and Balance Sheets 

 

7.1 The Healy Park Development Account indicated an income of £4,517.15 and 

outgoings of £3,662.50 in the course of the year. Construction of a toilet block cost 

£34,355.83 and the resurfacing of the car park amounted to £34,156.76  

 

7.2 Accounts were proposed for adoption by J Corr, seconded by M Kerr. 

 

7.3 The Accounts for O’Neill Park showed an expenditure of £6,740 while the total 

income was £4,200 

 

7.4 These were adopted on proposal of D Magee, seconded by P McCaughey. 

 

7.5 Accounts for Fr Campbell Park, Coalisland were not presented. 

 

8.0 Secretary’s Report 

 

8.1 Speaking on the state of hurling in the county, D Morgan felt it was not the 

responsibility of hurling clubs to put together a county team; clubs would encourage 

players to play for the county but could not browbeat them. He thought that we 

shouldn’t be afraid to seek expert advice including a manager from outside the 

county. 

 

8.2 T Fawl stated that nominations for a senior manager were being sought from our 

clubs, but we would also attempt to bring in an outside manager. 

 

8.3 T Colton indicated that there were difficulties in obtaining training facilities for the 

county team and that it was difficult to know who was the team manager. While he 

was manager last year he was pleased with the effort of players and with what the 

Clubs had done.   

 

8.4 G Byrne welcomed the remarks of the Rúnaí in his report which he thought were 

meant to stimulate debate; he did not think that it would be a good idea to use the 
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county champions as the county team as it might have a detrimental effect on the 

other Clubs. 

 

8.5 In relation to the senior football team management, D Morgan said that many 

people were not pleased with the result of the Sligo match and the way in which the 

managers handled the game, but he was let down by how these two men were 

handled afterwards. Following their re-appointment he felt that the Management 

Committee should have come back to the delegates after Art McRory was sacked. 

8.6 F Hagan pointed out that the decision to re-appoint both managers was not 

unanimous because he had abstained. 

8.7 The Cathaoirleach provided detailed facts concerning the events surrounding the 

resignation of Art McRory and the procedures followed by an Coiste Bainistí to 

appoint a new manager. He emphasised that he was given information, in 

confidence, by Art McRory and that his reasons for resigning would remain 

personal. 

8.8 B Corr suggested that the member of the five-man committee, which selected the 

new manager, who had leaked the information to the local press, should do the 

honourable thing and resign immediately. 

8.9 E McKenna described his action, of writing to most Clubs during the week, as not 

being taken lightly, but he felt that someone had to say exactly what had happened 

regarding him and Art McRory. He felt that subsequent events had been mishandled 

and that no-one had contacted him in advance of a planned meeting with the 

Cathaoirleach and Rúnaí on the Tuesday night following Art McRory’s resignation. 

8.10 In responding, the Cathaoirleach indicated that he had only obtained, indirectly, a 

copy of E McKenna’s letter to clubs, late the night before Convention and he did 

not have sufficient time to check out all the contents for veracity.        

8.11The Rúnaí, informed Convention that he had telephoned E McKenna at home on 

Saturday evening and left a message on his answering service notifying him that the 

arranged meeting for the following Tuesday night, with the joint managers, was not 

going ahead because of Art McRory’s resignation; the same message was put in 

writing and sent by fax on the Sunday. 

8.12 The Rúnaí also read a relevant section from a personal letter received from Art 

McRory referring to his resignation as team manager in which he also expressed his 

gratitude to the Rúnaí for his support and co-operation during his term as manager 

of the county team. 

8.13 B Harkin related the events as seen from the position of PRO and responded to a 

query raised with reference to himself speaking at a Club function in the parish of 

Clogher. 

8.14 S McKenna congratulated Art and Eugene on what they had done for football in 

Tír Eoghain, but felt that Eugene’s letter to most Clubs was most untimely and 

undermined  the new manager, Mickey Harte, who was just getting into the job. 

8.15 In response to a query from P Gallagher, E McKenna felt that what Art had said to 

him, and whether or not he had resigned, was just a ‘red herring’.    

  

8.16 Speaking on County Grounds, O Corr stated that Coalisland was designated as a 

county ground but had not been given a county game in more years than could be 

remembered; there was a need for more high-profile games in it, and it still boasted 

an excellent surface. 

8.17 The Secretary’s Report was adopted on the proposal of S. McGale seconded by E. 

McConnell. 
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9.0 Sub-Committee Reports 

 

9.1 Speaking on the GAC report D Morgan offered congratulations to an Charraig 

Mhór in winning almost all hurling competitions in the county in 2002. He also 

expressed his disappointment at the lack of discipline in his Club particularly, as 

demonstrated in the championship at Pomeroy. 

9.2 E McMahon expressed the opinion that it was now time to introduce regulations for 

youth games, as at adult championship matches, in an attempt to curb the activities 

of team mentors. 

9.3 In response to a query from G Byrne as to why the Hurling Clubs were not included 

in the Disciplinary Tables, C Daly indicated that there were too few games and too 

few returned referees’ reports to provide meaningful statistics. 

9.4 With reference to Scór, O Corr expressed regret that only 35% of clubs were 

participating, and thought that far greater support should be forthcoming for it. 

9.5 M McCaughey said there would be a great increase in Scór this year and while it 

was seen by most as a competition, it should be promoted as participation in our 

culture. 

9.6 On the Referees’ Report P Doris explained the need for a further ten to fifteen 

referees to cover all fixtures; these could commence at youth level. 

9.7 P Darcy took issue with comments in this Report regarding abuse of referees and 

stressed that the GAC was not soft on discipline. 

9.8 Arising from the Communications Report S McConnell considered that it was 

unacceptable that a Fixtures’ Booklet should not become available until 15th 

September when most Clubs had completed their programme of games.       

9.9 The Reports were adopted on the proposal of S Donaghy, seconded by S 

McConnell. 

 

10.0 Treasurer’s Report 

 

10.1 Delegates and members were taken through the county’s finances by the Cisteoir. 

 

10.2 P O’Neill queried whether the Club or County Committee was responsible for First 

Aid at championship grounds; he also sought an explanation as to why finances in 

the current account were not on short-term deposit. 

 

10.3 In response to a question from S McConnell relating to administrative expenses of 

the new County Committee, S McDonald stated that the doubling of meetings’ 

expenses was due to the inclusion of some from the previous year. 

 

10.4 P McGovern was informed that £6,500 was spent on hurleys and £3,500 was spent 

on hurling helmets during the past year. 

 

10.5 Packie O’Neill thought that the sponsorship figure for county teams was very small 

for this year; he said that he was aware of a company that he worked for, which had 

offered £60,000 to Derry for teams’ sponsorship, and their bid had not been 

successful. 

 

10.6 The Report was adopted on the proposal of P J McDermott, seconded by A. 

Harkin. 

 

 

 



 8 

11.0  Oráid an Chathaoirligh – Liam Mac Niallais 
 

One of the highlights of the year for me was County Final day in Healy Park.  I took as the 

theme for the day club and county working together.  Errigal Ciaran and Killyclogher took 

centre stage that day, ably supported by the juvenile players of Fr Rocks, Cookstown and 

Killeeshil, the 25 year team from An Charraig Mhór and the host club Omagh, St Endas.  Many 

other clubs were represented by the boys and girls in our exhibition teams, by our match 

officials, stewards, gatemen and other voluntary workers. All of the activities that day were 

firmly based on and only possible through the support of our clubs. County Final day gave us 

an opportunity to show our respect for and the value that we attach to the club as the foundation 

of the whole Association. 

The club and the voluntary effort which we associate with club activities is one of the 

cornerstones of the Association.  Our clubs continue to provide sporting, leisure and social 

activities; many are also involved in supporting local development, promoting cultural 

activities, supporting our schools and contributing generally to the infrastructure of our local 

communities.  The GAA club is an integral part of community life in most rural and many 

urban areas.  It is essential to creating a sense of local community identity and has been for 

many generations part of the fabric of Tyrone life. 

Unfortunately, some of the recent changes or suggested changes are not club friendly.  This 

applies in particular to the core activity of our clubs    providing competitive games and healthy 

sporting activities. The new qualifier and All Ireland series has had serious effects on our 

fixture programmes.   

We undermine the club at our peril, we can not take our clubs for granted.  As a county 

Association we must provide a comprehensive games programme at Youth and Adult level 

which will provide our players and clubs with meaningful games during the playing season and 

allow our club supporters to see their county players in action for their club teams for at least 

the most important league and championship matches; we must support all our clubs in a 

changing social and sporting environment where we can no longer take our young people for 

granted.  We must support our clubs in their efforts to forge closer and more meaningful links 

with our schools.  Almost 20% of the Irish population is in the 10/19 age group; they warrant 

special consideration and the quality of our relationships with our schools and colleges is 

critical in increasing the level of participation of this age group in our games.  We must also 

encourage and support our clubs to become more family friendly;  we need more parents 

involved in the running of our clubs. On one level County Final day was about winning the 

County Championship but it was also meant to illustrate these aspects of our Association;  the 

importance of the club, the voluntary ethos, the community identity and the importance of our 

schools and the families in our parishes.  The success of County Final day should not hide some 

of the problems that clubs are facing with regard to the lack of games, the increasing difficulty 

in attracting committee members, voluntary workers and the increasing competition from other 

sports. 

 

If we consider the impact of the success in football of the Errigal Ciaran Feile team, the exploits 

of their senior team in Tyrone league and championship and in the Ulster club competition; in 

senior and minor hurling the achievements of Eire Óg in Tyrone and Ulster, the success of the 

lady footballers from An Charraig Mhor, not to mention the handballers of Loughmacrory and 

Carrickmore and the success of smaller clubs like Glenelly, Urney, Aghaloo, Killeeshil and 

Rock; we not also the activities in the local communityof clubs like Strabane, Derrytresk, 

Coalisland and Donaghmore who are celebrating or preparing to celebrate their centenaries, we 

can begin to see the importance of our clubs to our communities and our county. We can also 

see why many of our clubs continue to invest so much in their young people and in the 

development of outstanding club facilities. 
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The second principal cornerstone of Cumann Lúthchleas Gael after the voluntary efforts of our 

members is the amateur status of our players.  The GAA, as an amateur sporting and cultural 

organisation, attaches a very special value to the ideal of amateur sport  -  playing for the 

enjoyment of participation, for the love of the game and for the honour of the club, the parish 

and the county.  The commitment of our players to the amateur ideal reflects and mirrors the 

spirit of voluntary work of our referees, coaches, administrators and members. 

 

As an Association we must recognise and appreciate the enormous commitment of all of our 

players but particularly our county players. Over the last four years I have witnessed at first 

hand the dedication and loyalty of our players to the county cause. I am also aware of the work 

that many former and current players make to the vital work of coaching, developing and even 

administering our games at all levels. We must never take our players for granted; we must 

listen to their views and respond to their needs within the Amateur Status Regulations. Above 

all we must treat our players, all our players with respect. 

 

As County Chairman, I am very proud of the way that the Association in Tyrone has dealt with 

the players.  We implement the regulations with regard to complimentary tickets, the players’ 

option to buy tickets, free access to our County Championship matches in Tyrone; panel 

members receive a mileage allowance of 30p per mile, meals after training and before and after 

matches; we provide adequate training and playing equipment in the form of wet weather gear, 

track suits and 2/3 pairs of football boots and gloves if requested.  In the year just ending we 

have financed a training weekend towards the latter stages of the National League and in a few 

weeks time the victorious National League team will jet off on a players holiday in recognition 

of their National League success. 

 

As County Chairman, I hope the commitment of our players to the amateur ideal never wavers 

and I am heartened by the players who maintain that they do not want ‘ pay for play ‘.  I dread 

to think of the consequences for the Association ever becoming a professional sports 

organisation.  Imagine the impact on the voluntary commitment of so many people at club and 

county level, the impact on the club structure at Youth and Adult level, the effect on the link 

between the club and the parish, one of the masterstrokes of the founders of the Association, 

and even the registration and transfer of players, not only from one club to another but from one 

county to another.  Those are some of the potential dangers if we deal with one aspect of the 

Association in isolation from all the other elements of what is a very complex organisation. As 

a county we will continue to treat our players with fairness and especially with respect. Our 

players are proud to wear the county jersey and commit themselves to the county cause. It 

saddens me to hear the often savage criticism that they are subjected to on occasion. 

 

Another group of people who require our respect are our referees. We have about 60 referees 

active throughout the county during the year and without them we would not be able to run our 

games schedules. Their job is becoming more complex with the changing playing rules and the 

increasing speed of our games. Most of our referees are happy to work for and with our clubs 

but 9 Tyrone referees are now involved at inter county level; Martin Mc Guigan, Paul 

Davidson, Stephen Mc Namee, Eugene Mc Connell, Martin Kolbohm and Michael Hughes in 

Football and Mark Taggart, John Devine and Sean Quinn in Hurling. Two of our referees 

refereed All-Ireland Finals this year, Michael Hughes and Sean Quinn. The success of these 

referees is a reflection of their personal abilities, the work of Paul Doris our Referees 

Administrator but also on the Referees Structure in Tyrone that has been built up over a long 

number of years. In light of this it saddens me to read of the increase in the number of assaults 

on Match Officials and it is a further cause for concern that the majority of verbal abuse cases 

come from team officials and Mentors involved with under age teams. The situation is 

intolerable; our referees require some understanding of the difficult task they have to perform 
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and more respect for the role they play in the Association. As County Chairman I would like to 

thank our referees for their commitment to our Association and to the playing of games in 

Tyrone and beyond. 

 

At the beginning of every year we have to find almost 150 people to fill the positions on our 

County Committee, sub committees and work groups.  I am indebted to everyone who 

volunteered to serve on those committees and I thank all of them for their work on behalf of the 

Association in Tyrone.  At this point I would like to thank Peter Kennedy, the former Chairman 

of The GAC for his unstinting work with our games over a period of 10 years.  At the beginning 

of the year we discussed with each sub committee their aims for the year and set this out in a 

Development Plan for the year I am pleased to report that most of the aims identified by the sub 

committees have been achieved. 

 

At club level I would like to thank all of our clubs for their co-operation with the GAC in the 

playing of our leagues and championships.  I congratulate all the winners and in particular the 

Errigal Ciaran club on their All Ireland Feile success, the Ulster Club success and their double 

of league and championship in Tyrone senior football.  Their last 6 weeks football in the Ulster 

Club competition inspired most of us and I wish them well in the search for All Ireland glory in 

the new year.  In hurling I would like to congratulate Eire Óg on their league and championship 

double and on their great displays in the Ulster Shield competition and on the great displays of 

the Eire Óg minor team in Tyrone and in Ulster. 

 

Our schools had another great year and in the course of the year 6 provincial titles and 2 All 

Ireland crowns came to the county;  St Ciarans with Ulster and All Ieland success at under 16 

and under 18, Dean Maguirc at Ulster under 16 hurling and under 14 football, Omagh CBS at 

Corn na nÓg and St Patrick’s Academy at Dalton Cup.  We have an embarrassment of riches at 

schools level and I would like to thank and congratulate all of our schools their teachers and 

their outstanding players for their contribution to our games. 

 

I would like to thank all of the coaches working with our Development Squads at under 15 and 

under 16.  The under 16 team entered 3 competitions and were successful in all three.  Success 

on the field is only part of the Development Squad concept.  Equally important is the 

opportunity that we have to develop the proper mental and physical to playing our games at the 

highest levels.  It is important that these young players listen and learn and develop good habits 

which they can take with them as they progress to minor, under 21 and senior level.  Foremost 

among these good habits is a healthy lifestyle and I compliment our coaches on their emphasis 

on the detrimental affects of the abuse of alcohol in sportsmen.  This is an aspect I would like to 

see emphasised to all our players both at club and inter county level.  The damage being done to 

individuals, families, communities and clubs is obvious to most people and must be reversed.  

Its time that the Association at club level, county level and national level took a step back in 

their relationship with the drinks industry.  We don’t need their sponsorship and we must stop 

giving our young people confusing messages. 

 

At inter county level I would like to acknowledge the success of our minor team in the Ulster 

minor league, our under 21 team who retained their Ulster championship and the highlight of 

the year the winning of our first national senior football title – the National League.  As 

Dominic points out in his report at the end of April this year we had every possible football 

trophy at Provincial and National level except one.  This feat required detailed planning and 

organisation on the part of our team managers and an exceptional level of ability and 

commitment on the part of our players over the preceding 12 months. I would like to thank 

Liam Donnelly, Martin Coyle, Mickey Harte, Fr Gerard Mc Aleer, Art Mc Rory and Eugene 

Mc Kenna who together took us to this level of success. Art and Eugene have set the standard  
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for others to emulate; their success with our senior team at provincial and national level has 

been outstanding.  On behalf of the Association in Tyrone I thank them for their commitment 

and dedication to the cause of Tyrone football. 

 

This years inter county football was capped by our three All-Star nominations.  I congratulate 

Brian Robinson, Chris Lawn and Peter Canavan upon their nominations; I congratulate Peter on 

his fourth All-Star and like most of the football fraternity in the country I sympathise with Chris 

Lawn on missing out; Chris had an outstanding year in the Tyrone jersey. 

 

Off the field of play I would like to thank all of our clubs who entered our Scor competitions 

this year.  I congratulate our county winners and in particular our Ulster winners Omagh St 

Endas and Killyclogher St Marys.  I would like to encourage all our clubs to begin preparations 

to enter Scor na nÓg and Scor Sinsear in our centenary year of 2004. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the local, provincial and national media for their continuing 

interest in our affairs.  In particular I would like to thank the reporters and photographers who 

attend and report on all our sporting and cultural events. 

 

As you saw earlier this afternoon our finances are in a robust state.  I would like to thank all our 

anonymous benefactors, Brendan Begley, our Club Tyrone contributors, O’Neills Sport, 

Lucozade, Coca-Cola  and our County Teams sponsor, WJ Dolan and family for their 

continuing financial assistance to Cumann Luthchleas Gael in Tyrone.  Their financial 

assistance is gratefully accepted and will be used prudently as we move into a new year and 

new challenges. 

 

In the new year we look forward to  

• devising a Games Programme that will be accepted by all clubs and which will benefit all 

our clubs and county teams;  

• we will host the Ulster Feile na nOg in 2003 and the National Feile na nÓg in 2004 as the 

centrepiece of our centenary celebrations.   

• we look forward to detailed discussions with our Coaching and Games Development 

Committee and all our county team managers on how we can pool the management skills 

and experiences of all our inter county managers from Development Squad level through to 

senior team level;  

• with our Hurling Development committee on how we can improve the participation in and 

standard of hurling in the county;   

• with our finance sub committee on the development of a 5 Year Financial Plan for the 

county.   

The first project to look forward to is the commencement of the work on the 5000 seated  

cantilever stand in Healy Park, Omagh.  This is due to start in the second week in January.  

There is always more work to do and we should approach the challenges ahead in the 

knowledge that we have a strong and vibrant Association in Tyrone. 

 

Finally I would like to thank the people with whom I work on an almost daily basis for the good 

of Cumann Luthchleas Gael in Tyrone:  

County Vice-Chairman Pat Darcy who has willingly deputised for me on many occasions and 

chairs our Games Administration Committee 

our past Chairman, Cuthbert Donnelly and Central Council Representative James Treacy for 

their encouragement and wise counsel 

our Treasurer and Assistant treasurer, Seamus Mc Donald and Michael Harvey for their wise 

stewardship of our finances 
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our County PRO, Brendan Harkin who has shared with me a torrid 3 months of unfounded 

criticism in the Press 

our Assistant secretary, Frank Campbell, who does a tremendous amount of work in his liaison 

roles with our minor and under 21 teams, his organistion of transport, meals and sports gear for 

our inter county teams, his endless drafting of minutes and his work as a Referees Tutor 

and finally our County Secretary, Dominic Mc Caughey.  Dominic’s knowledge of the 

Association at county, provincial and national level is unsurpassed; he is held in high esteem 

not only in Tyrone but throughout  Cumann Luthchleas Gael; his work is unending and his 

advice sound and wise and based on many years experience.  He makes a difficult and time 

consuming job look easy. 

Without these men my work would be much heavier and less rewarding.  I thank them all for 

their support and their commitment to the affairs of Cumann Luthchleas Gael in Tyrone. 

 

In conclusion, I thank you all for your support throughout the year and for your patience during 

this address.  It was important for me to acknowledge the work of so many good people in 

Tyrone and I think that it is important for you that you know more about my views on topics 

which are of concern to us all in Cumann Lúthchleas Gael in Tyrone. 

 

12.0   Na Rúin 
 

12.1 Motion 1 In proposing this motion D Magee quoted the basic aim of CLG and 

pointed out there was no mention in it of an international rules type game. He felt 

that no other sport would change its rules to promote games internationally. While 

this Association strives to remove violence from our games, violent scenes are 

allowed to be promoted in the International Series. We should be promoting our 

games internationally, but it should be done through the Clubs in Europe, Australia 

and the USA. 

12.2 A Connolly seconded the motion. 

12.3 J Corr and D Morgan spoke in favour of the motion taking examples of Clubs in 

London and Britain which were in great need of support. 

12.4 Speaking against the motion, P Darcy said that it was a great honour to play for 

one’s country and that International games were popular with players and 

supporters. He also thought that these games raised a lot of money for the 

Association; our games were changing and we should not be opposed to change. 

12.5 P Doris pointed out that no county ever got an opportunity to vote for or against the 

International Rules games. Many supporters regarded them as a ‘day out’ and if the 

same effort was put into marketing the Railway Cup competition it also would be 

highly successful. 

12.6  Decision: Motion was passed.  

 

12.7 Motion 2 was proposed by D McAnallen who stated that he was not anti-drink, 

and he was not against pubs or publicans, hotels and licensed premises. He was 

opposed to the drinks’ companies and their exploitation of Gaelic games, 

particularly the Guinness hurling sponsorship, the sponsorship of some third level 

Colleges of education, the Kilmacud Sevens, and many county championships. 

Many of these sponsors were multinationals such as Diageo and were not national 

companies which should be supported. 

12.8  S Ruddy seconded the motion. 

12.9  Speaking in support of the motion, O Corr expressed serious concern at the 

problems associated with abuses of alcohol on the nation’s youth; the tolerance of 

drink at under-age level was totally nil. 

12.10 Decision: Motion was passed.  
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12.11 J Treacy proposed Motion 3. He pointed out that there had always been an 

intention to review the new County structures after two years and this motion was 

affording that opportunity. Many people felt that the seventy-one member County 

Committee was too large and unwieldy, and that we should revert to what was in 

place before. Evidence for this was seen in the difficulty Clubs had in obtaining 

nominees to the Committee, with many of these having dropped out. If this motion 

were passed then it would be necessary to arrange a further mini-convention to 

adopt the necessary changes. 

12.12 The motion was seconded by T McQuillan 

12.13 P Gallagher, in support of the motion, thought that the structures did not seem to 

be operating well, with Clubs missing the monthly forum for dealing with fixtures. 

12.14 J Corr, A Harkin, G McGinn and S Quinn sought further information on the 

replacement County Committee if the motion was passed. 

12.15 In summary, J Treacy stated that the motion passed at Congress 2000 was 

intended to bring some uniformity to structures in counties, but there was scope 

within the framework to adopt a structure that would be more suitable in one county 

compared to another. On procedure, he said this was a facilitating motion which 

would be followed up by bringing forward amendments to obtain what suits us. 

12.16 Decision: 52 in favour, 43 against. Motion lost by not achieving a two-thirds 

majority. 

 

12.17 Motion 4 was proposed by P Doris. This was  described as a housekeeping 

motion which was needed to bring our Bye-law 3 up to date with the changes made 

at Special Congress in October 2002. 

12.18 D McCaughey seconded the motion  

12.19 Decision: Motion was passed.  

 

13.0  Na Moltaí 
13.1 Clubs which submitted recommendations were afforded an opportunity to explain 

their reasons for doing so. 

 

14.0   Election of Officers                
14.1 T Mc Cann and C McAnenly were agreed as Cathaoirleach and Rúnaí for the 

election of Officers on the proposal of M Kerr seconded by D Magee. 

14.2 Voting strength was 125 

            Cathaoirleach:   Liam Mac Niallais          (Unopposed) 

Leas-Cathaoirleach:  Pádraig ÓDorchai         (Unopposed)  

Rúnaí:    Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh (Elected - 89 votes) 

    Féilim Ó Néill   (Eliminated – 35 votes)  

Rúnaí Cúnta:   Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil    (Unopposed) 

Cisteoir:   Séamas Mac Domhnaill (Unopposed) 

Cisteoir Cúnta:  Micheál Ó hAirmhí  (Unopposed)  

Ball Árd Chomhairle: Séamas Ó Treasaigh          (Unopposed) 

Baill Chomhairle Uladh: Pól Ó Dubhrósa  (Elected – 102 votes)         

Cuthbert Ó Donnaile  (Elected – 95 votes) 

Séamas Ó Corrain           (Eliminated – 53 votes) 

Oifigeach Forbartha: Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh (Unopposed) 

Oifigeach na nÓg:  Micheál Mac Gualraic (Elected – 80 votes)         

Eoghan Mac Dhónaill          (Eliminated – 44 votes)  

Oifigeach Cultur & Teanga: Micheál Mac Eochaidh  (Unopposed)   

Oifigeach Oiliúna:  Toirealach Mac Cana             (Unopposed)         

Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí: Breandán Ó hEarcáin    (Unopposed) 
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14.3  Club Representatives on County Committee   

Michael Muldoon (Achadh Lú), Jim Curran (Ard Bó), Bernie McGirr (Eochar), John 

Donnelly (Bearach), Sean Quinn (Bruach Áille), Michael Kerr (An Charraig Mhór), 

James O’Neill (Clann na nGael), Sean McElroy (Clochar), Joe McCabe (Cluain Eo), 

Patsy Gallagher (Domhnach Mór), John Gill (Dún Geanainn), Cathal Daly (Eaglais), 

Brian Hackett (Eiscreach), Noel McGeary (Gallbhaile), Sean McConnell (Gleann 

Eallaigh), Donal Magee (Coill an Chlochair), Milo Skeffington (Cill Íseal), John 

O’Hagan (Cill na mBan), Peter Duffy (An Mhaigh), Chris Jones (An Baile Nua), 

Eugene McMahon (An Omaigh), Sean Ruddy (An Charraig), Damien McConville (An 

Chraobh), Aodhán Ó hEarcáin (An Srath Bán), Martin McGrade (Trí Leac).    
 

 
 

Mickey Harte, Peter Canavan, WJ Dolan and Paddy Tally arrive with Sam Maguire in Omagh 
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TUARASCÁIL AN RÚNAÍ 
A Chairde 

 

Measfar gurb í an bhliain 2003 an bhliain is clúití i stair Chumann Lúthchleas Gael i gCondae 

Thír Eoghain. Beidh cuimhne uirthi go deo mar an bhliain inar bhain an condae Craobh na 

hÉireann i bpeil den chéad uair riamh ag leibhéal na sinséar. 

 

Beidh cáil agus clú ar 2003 chomh maith mar an bhliain inar bhain an condae trí Chraobh móra 

Uladh ar fad – faoi bhun 18 agus 21 agus ag leibhéal na sinséar, ar ndóigh. 

 

Glacfar le tógáil seastán nua ag Páirc Uí Éilí ar an Ómaigh a choinneoidh an lucht féachana slán 

ón doineann, glacfar leis sin mar chomhartha den tábhacht a bhaineann leis an fhorbairt 

fhisiciúil. Cloch mhíle suntasach é sin, gan dabht ar bith. 

 

When this 4,600 fully-seated, covered, cantilever stand is officially opened next spring this 

county will have the best spectator accommodation in Ulster, and it is envisaged that we will 

then be in a most favourable position to host provincial championship fixtures at all levels, as 

well as All-Ireland qualifier games, and of course all the normal Clubs’ games. 

 

In addition to Healy Park Omagh, planned physical development continued across the county, 

including Caisleán na Deirge, Doire Treasc and Trí Leac while major awards went to two other 

Clubs in recognition of the high standards which they continue to set in more general aspects: 

Fionntamhnach, which won the Ulster title for the best grounds/facilities, and an Srath Bán 

which was awarded the county title of AIB Club of the Year.    

 

2003 will also be considered historic and memorable by several Clubs for their specific 

achievements on the field of play; Coill an Chlochair won their first Senior football 

championship, Eiscreach triumphed for the first time in the Junior football championship and 

Droim Mór, in winning the Division 1A league, made the breakthrough for their first senior 

football title. At the other end of the scale, an Charraig Mhór won its fifteenth Senior 

championship in hurling, together with notable successes at under-age level.  

 

Ulster won the Railway Cup in Enniskillen to celebrate its Centenary year, with four Tír 

Eoghain players, Ryan McMenamin, Conor Gormley, Eoin Mulligan and Sean Cavanagh, 

making a significant contribution, and with Art McRory assisting in the management. A further 

contribution to the Provincial Centenary year, by Tír Eoghain, was the organisation and hosting 

of a special U-14 football Féile with clubs in attendance from all of the nine counties. 

 

Michael Hughes represented the county with distinction by taking charge of the All-Ireland 

Minor final replay involving Laois and Baile Átha Cliath, having earlier in the year refereed the 

final of the National Football League Division 2. The European Finals were played in the 

Hague this year, and here also Tír Eoghain was represented, by senior referee Martin Kolbohm. 

 

On the Cultural front there were two Ulster champions in senior Scór with the Omagh Ceilí 

dancing team, and Paul Kelly (An Charraig Mhór) in the recitation category. 

 

Tír Eoghain entered into another new three-year sponsorship deal during 2003 with O’Neills 

Sports Company; in addition to a financial input to the county’s coffers, O’Neills will also 

provide playing gear and leisurewear to all our teams. We are especially grateful to Kieran 

Kennedy, managing director, with whom negotiations were undertaken, for his influence and 

his generosity towards our Association, as well as to the workforce of O’Neills based in 

Strabane. 
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CLUB COMPETITIONS 
 

HURLING 

 

Competition at Club level again suffered severely within the county due to the continued 

absence of Killyclogher and Omagh Clubs; it was disappointing that, despite the efforts made 

by the Hurling Development Committee, neither of the two former clubs were in a position to 

field teams, either jointly or separately. The catchment area of the county town contains a huge 

population of youth that should be provided with the opportunity to participate in the game of 

hurling; it is imperative that the Hurling Development Committee should bring together all 

those who have a genuine interest in the game – at adult and youth level – and make an attempt 

to put in place some form of structures that will allow participation to commence again. There 

is also, in this context, an important role for the Games’ Promotion Officers to play in 

association with the schools at primary and secondary level. 

 

A programme of leagues and championships at all levels (apart from U-21) was prepared by 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí and all of these were concluded by the end of the year, although 

regrettably there were too many games unplayed. In the senior championship it was no longer 

possible to proceed with the round-robin system and so the competition commenced at the 

semi-final stage, instead. In the first of these an Charraig Mhór were victorious, although a 

replay was needed against na Seamroga, while Dún Geanainn triumphed by ten points over 

Naomh Colmcille. 

  

The county final, played at Pomeroy, was one of the lowest-scoring on record with each side 

ending up with 1goal and 4 points, and surprisingly only a single point was scored in the second 

half, by Dún Geanainn. In the mid-week replay, an Charraig Mhór retained their senior title 

with a convincing victory on a final scoreline of 1-11 to 1-07.  

 

The Ulster championship first round draw was a repeat of last year’s, with the Tír Eoghain 

champions travelling to Ballybofey to play Burt. An Charraig Mhór fought back after a slow 

start and only trailed by a point at the interval; however, despite a valiant team effort, especially 

in the closing stages they found it impossible to overcome the formidable champions of Dún na 

nGall, and finally made their exit losing by three points. 

 

At youth level an Charraig Mhór enjoyed an abundance of success this year also, collecting 

championship titles at U-14, Féile and U-18 levels while Dún Geanainn won back the Juvenile 

crown in a repeat of last year’s final.         

 

 

FOOTBALL 

 

During the course of 2002 Clubs decided that league football would become more meaningful 

and more competitive if the four existing divisions (1A, 1B, 2 & 3) were retained, but with the 

same number of teams in each, and a double round of home and away fixtures being provided. 

For the current year then, Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí prepared a fixtures’ programme to 

accommodate twenty-two league games per Club, fitted in and around the normal schedule of 

inter-county matches.  

The extensive and glorious campaigns of all our county football teams, in leagues and 

championships, ensured that this Committee had an abundance of headaches during the course 

of the year; nevertheless, a meaningful and highly competitive programme of league games was 

implemented and had been properly concluded by the end of November. In addition, all adult 

and youth championships were successfully completed just as in a ‘normal’ season. 
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For this remarkable achievement – providing and completing a full programme of Club 

competitions, while the county teams won all the Provincial championships and contested two 

All-Ireland finals – we must express fullest congratulations to the officers and members of 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí, particularly Pat Darcy, Brian Hackett and Michael Kerr. We 

must also pay a glowing tribute to the Clubs in Tyrone which co-operated in such admirable 

fashion with the fixtures’ committee, even despite the occasional disadvantages or difficulties 

which some fixtures created for them. It would also be important to recognise the part played 

by all the managers of the county teams who ensured that the demands placed on players were 

not unreasonable, and that they could be available to participate in Club activity on a regular 

basis, in full accordance with the guidelines drawn up by the Association.  

 

Such a spirit of co-operation and recognition of the overall ‘bigger picture’ by all units of the 

Association, leads to a strengthening of it throughout the county. 

 

Club activity at adult level commenced with the All-County leagues on Saturday 15th March 

even though senior county teams were involved in the McKenna Cup Final and the NHL on the 

same weekend, and they continued through the closing stages of the NFL on the alternate ‘free’ 

weekends. At the end of November winners had been decided in all four Divisions: Droim Mór 

(1A), Oileán a’Ghuail (1B), Doire Locháin (2) and E. R. Uí Néill (3). 

 

The Senior Club championship did not commence until the weekend of 30th May, due to 

participation in the NFL final and the replay of the first round Ulster championship game 

against Doire. Despite another draw in the Ulster final and progression to the All-Ireland final, 

it is highly pleasing to report that all three adult championships had been successfully 

completed with the Senior final on 19th October. 

 

In the Junior championship Eiscreach created their own history in 2003 when they defeated an 

Baile Nua in the county final, having suffered three previous defeats in 1982, 1996 and last 

year. This time there was to be no mistakes with earlier round convincing victories over 

Caisleán na Deirge and Fionntamhnach, and finally a single point winning margin to achieve 

their first championship title. 

 

At Intermediate level an Goirtín were again crowned champions, having previously won at this 

grade away back in 1989. Their success story began with a first round victory against 

neighbours an Caisleán Glas, followed by a one point winning margin against Doire Lochain 

and an easy passage against an Taite Riabhach to reach the final. In the other half of the draw 

Cabhán a’Chaorthainn enjoyed comfortable successes against Cill na mBán and an Bruach 

Aille, but in the final failed to compete with a highly-skilled and physically stronger Gortin 

side. 

 

The Tyrone senior final was a repeat of that of 2002 featuring Coill an Chlochair and Aireagal 

Chiaráin. The Ballygawley parish side entered the final as County and Provincial champions 

and although deprived of a number of key players through injury, they had been installed as 

clear favourites. Progression to the final had been fairly comfortable at the expense of an 

Chorra Chríochach, Eaglais, Domhnach Mór and then Árd Bó. Coill an Chlochair defeated 

Cluain Eo in the first round by two points and then proceeded to the semifinal with facile 

victories against an Charraig and Cill Dhreasa; they finished strongly against Droim Mór to win 

by two points and take their place in their third Senior championship final.  

 

In this game Coill an Chlochair indicated that they were out to avenge last year’s defeat and 

displayed a serious determination from the very first whistle, which led to an opening goal 

within four minutes. By half-time the scoreline read 2-03 to 0-04 and the margin was increased 
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by a further point before Aireagal Chiaráin commenced the fightback; they eventually drew 

level, and even though Coill an Chlochair had a player dismissed in the closing stages, they 

managed to finish stronger, win by two points and rightfully claim the O’Neill Cup for an 

historic first time ever. 

 

I extend congratulations to all the league and championship winners in 2003, but pay particular 

tribute to Eskra and Killyclogher each of whom made the major and significant breakthrough at 

Junior and Senior levels respectively. Also, special mention must be made of Droim Mór which 

won their first-ever senior football title in their 70th year of existence; they surged ahead in the 

ACL and despite a couple of stumbles towards the end they proved to be unassailable.   

 

In the first round of the Ulster Championship Coill an Chlochair were drawn away against 

Crossmaglen and were very disappointed to lose by six points to the Árd Mhacha champions, 

which had just won their eighth consecutive title. 

 

On Senior final day, supporters were superbly entertained by the boys and girls from our 

Primary Schools in two exhibition games held before the senior match; for the organisation of 

this feature we thank the Coaching & Games Development committee. Other special guests 

present in Healy Park were members of the victorious All-Ireland winning team, their 

managers, and of course the Sam Maguire Cup. Musical entertainment was provided on the 

afternoon by the St Patrick’s Band from Augher/Clogher, to whom we extend our gratitude for 

their contribution to a highly successful occasion. 

 

In the under-age competitions there were double championship successes for Cookstown at 

minor and juvenile levels and for Errigal Ciaran at the U-14 category, but the most historic 

triumph was that of Loughmacrory in winning their first U-21 championship, in grade one.  

In the lower grade championships, 2003 was a successful year for Pomeroy (U-21), Galbally 

(U-18), Urney and Fintona (U-16), Ardboe (U-14) and Tattyreagh (U-18 & U-14). 

   

As ever, I express grateful appreciation to all those other people who play highly significant 

roles in the staging of our championship games, including the stewards, gatemen, Club 

officials, County Committee members and of course the referees, linesmen and umpires.    

 

 

 

 
County Senior Champions – 2003 – Coill an Chlochair 
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County Championship Results  -  2003 
 

Winners    Runners-up 

Football 

Senior   Coill an Chlochair  Aireagal Chiaráin 

Intermediate  An Goirtín   Cabhán a’Chaorthainn 

Junior   Eiscreach   An Baile Nua 

U-21 (1)  Loch Mhic Ruairí   Aireagal Chiaráin   

U-21 (2)   Cabhán a’Chaorthainn  Eiscreach 

Minor (1)  An Chorra Chríochach An Charraig Mhór 

Minor (2)  An Galbhaile   An Chraobh 

Minor (3)  An Taite Riabhach  Achadh Lú 

Juvenile (1)  An Chorra Chríochach Oileán a’Ghuail 

Juvenile (2)  Urnaí    Domhnach Mór 

Juvenile (3)  Fionntamhnach  Eiscreach 

Óg Sport  Oilean a’Ghuail  Gleann Eallaigh 

U-14 Féile   Aireagal Chiaráin  An Ceapach 

U-14 (1)   Aireagal Chiaráin   Oilean a’Ghuail 

U-14 (2)  Árd Bó    Cabhán a’Chaorthainn 

U-14 (3)  An Taite Riabhach   Brocach 

 

Hurling 

Senior   An Charraig Mhór   Dún Geanainn 

Minor   An Charraig Mhór   Dún Geanainn 

Juvenile   Dún Geanainn   An Charraig Mhór 

U-14    An Charraig Mhór   Na Seamroga 

U-14 Féile   An Charraig Mhór  Na Seamroga 

 

 
 

County Intermediate Champions – 2003 – An Goirtín 
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INTER-COUNTY ACTIVITIES 

 

HURLING 
Senior Team 

At this stage last year, Convention was giving consideration to a suggestion that the senior team 

should be withdrawn from all inter-county activity, or alternatively, should be replaced in 

competitive fixtures by the county champions, if the difficulties experienced in 2002 could not 

be overcome. Now, it is pleasing to report that many of last year’s problems have diminished, 

although there is still a long journey to be undertaken.  

 

The decision of Peter Quinlivan to take on the managerial responsibilities of the senior team 

provided the initial incentive for players to review their situation. Peter showed an enthusiasm 

for management, that had been missing for a number of years and he approached the task in a 

highly professional manner; he brought in Sean Kerr as his assistant and acquired the services 

of Jimmy Sweeney as his coach / trainer, and together they planned an appropriate training 

schedule for a new panel of players. 

 

If success in a season is only measured in results of games then Tír Eoghain had a less 

successful year than in 2002; if success is measured in terms of participation, involvement and 

development then Tír Eoghain progressed in 2003.  

 

During the year the county senior team played seven league fixtures and one championship 

game with two winning outcomes. However, Tír Eoghain achieved higher scoring returns in all 

games and also conceded less scores, compared to the previous season. New players emerged 

from Clubs to play their part at county level, and all panellists had a regular training programme 

prescribed. 

 

In the first series of games in the new-format league the two victories occurred against an 

Cabhán and Fear Manach while there were defeats by Muineachán and an Lú. Being one of the 

top three teams in the section, Tír Eoghain were then provided with a further three games 

against the top three teams in the Section Two. Unfortunately there were no further victories 

against Árd Mhacha, Maigh Eo and Sligeach. 

 

The single outing in the Junior championship was a repeat of last year’s fixture against an Dún 

in Casement Park; the losing margin this year was only two points compared with a 19-point 

deficit in 2002. 

 

 
Tyrone Senior Hurling Team - 2003 
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Players who represented the county in the 2003 league and championship were:     

  

Kevin Connolly (Shamrock’s), Ciaran Hughes (An Charraig Mhór), Ryan Winters 

(Dungannon), Malachy Quigg (Shamrock’s), Chris McDaid (Shamrock’s), Gary Hurson 

(An Charraig Mhór), Damien Maguire (An Charraig Mhór), John Kerr (An Charraig 

Mhór), Paul Hughes (An Charraig Mhór), Rory McCallan (An Charraig Mhór), Paul 

Lavery (Dungannon), Stephen McElroy (An Charraig Mhór), Cathal McErlean 

(Dungannon), Tomas Colton (Dungannon), Peter O’Connor (Naomh Eoin), Niall 

Gallagher (Shamrock’s), Aidan O’Gara (An Charraig Mhór), Ciaran McCullagh (An 

Charraig Mhór), Eamon Hughes (An Charraig Mhór),   Eugene Molloy (Dungannon), 

Gary McGettigan (Shamrock’s), Patrick Devine (Shamrock’s), George Byrne (Naomh 

Colmcille), Darren Murphy (Naomh Colmcille), Fearghal McCluskey (Dungannon), 

Tommy Nixon (Naomh Colmcille), Aidan Hughes (An Charraig Mhór), Stephen Dunnion 

(Shamrock’s) Stephen Fawl (Shamrock’s), Jimmy Treacy (An Charraig Mhór). 
 

To this complete panel of players gratitude is expressed for their commitment to, and 

participation in, hurling at county level; sincere thanks is also due to the management team of 

Peter, Sean, Jimmy and Tony Fawl for their achievements in 2003. 

 

U-21 Team 

 

In the last two Reports to Convention it has been recommended that the county’s U-21 team 

should not participate in the provincial championship. The failure of the county team to field in 

2003 against an Cabhán provides full justification for such recommendations. We do a 

disservice to ourselves, to Comhairle Uladh and to the opposition we are drawn against by not 

indicating clearly and early that there is no interest in this particular competition.     
 

Youth Teams 

 
At minor level Tír Eoghain had another disappointing season, being provided with a total of ten inter-

county fixtures and only achieving a couple of victories and a couple of walkovers.  

 

In the four-match Ulster league, defeats were suffered against the stronger counties, Aontroim B, Doire, 

an Dún and Árd Mhacha, while in the ‘C’ competition there were victories over Muineachán, Fear 

Manach, an Cabhán and Aontroim B.      

 

In the U-16 ‘C’ competition a double round of fixtures were played during July and August, 

and here Tír Eoghain enjoyed much greater success, with triumphs in both the home and away 

matches against Fear Manach and Aontroim B; Dún na nGall were defeated in Strabane, but in 

the return game the result was reversed and in the resultant playoff between the two counties, 

Dún na nGall again held the upper hand. 

 

We take this opportunity to compliment all the young hurlers who turned out for the juvenile 

and minor teams, for their loyalty and effort, and we express our appreciation to the managers, 

Peter Kerr, Matt McDermott and Paul Doherty for their continued interest in and organization 

of these youth teams. Thanks is also due to Pádraig Ó Dorchaí for the work undertaken in 

liaising with both teams during the course of the year. 

 



 22 

SCÓR   CLÁR     –     2003 

   
Hurling 
 
An Sraith Náisiúnta   
Roinn 3 
Feabhra 23 Tír Eoghain  1-10  Muineachán  2-09 at Carrickmore 
Márta 16 Tír Eoghain  2-17  An Cabhán   0-06  at Cavan 
Márta 23 Tír Eoghain  6-23  Fear Manach 3-10 at Carrickmore 
Márta 29 Tír Eoghain  0-09   An Lú            1-16 at Ardee  
Aibreán 13 Tír Eoghain  0-12  Árd Mhacha  1-14 at Coalisland 
Aibreán 20 Tír Eoghain  1-11  Maigh Eo      2-14 at Dungannon 
Aibreán 27 Tír Eoghain  1-09  An Sligeach  2-11 at Sligo 
 

An Chraobh Shóisear 
Bealtaine 11   Tír Eoghain 2-09 An Dún   1-14 at Belfast 
 
 

Faoi-18 
Lég 
Márta 29 Tír Eoghain  0-04 Aontroim B     3-24 at Coalisland 
Aibreán 12 Tír Eoghain  1-06 Doire              0-12 at Swatragh 
Aibreán 19 Tír Eoghain  0-08 An Dún           2-10 at Portaferry 
Aibreán 26 Tír Eoghain  1-03 Árd Mhacha   1-11 at Dungannon 
 
An Chraobh ‘C’ 
Meitheamh 28 Tír Eoghain  1-09 An Lú              1-11 at Termonfeckin 
Iúil 05  Tír Eoghain  3-13 Muineachán   3-09 at Dungannon 
Iúil 19  Tír Eoghain  1-06 Dún na nGall 2-10 at Ballybofey 
Iúil 26  Tír Eoghain  W/O Fear Manach D/F at Strabane 
Lúnasa 02 Tír Eoghain  1-18 Aontroim B 3-07 at Rasharkin 
Lúnasa 09  Tír Eoghain   W/O An Cabhán      D/F at Carrickmore 
 

 

Faoi-16 An Chraobh ‘C’ 
Iúil 02   Tír Eoghain  3-11 Dún na nGall  2-06 at Strabane  
Iúil 09  Tír Eoghain  4-06 Aontroim B      3-02 at Rasharkin 
Iúil 16  Tír Eoghain  7-16 Fear Manach 3-03 at Irvinestown 
Iúil 23  Tír Eoghain  1-09 Dún na nGall 2-11 at Ballybofey 
Iúil 30  Tír Eoghain  4-08 Aontroim B      2-04 at Carrickmore   
Lúnasa 06  Tír Eoghain  W/O Fear Manach  D/F at Dromore 
Lúnasa 20 Tír Eoghain  4-04 Dún na nGall 3-11 (Playoff) 
 
 

Achomhaireacht 
 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Faoi-16  7 5 0 2 

Mionúr 10 4 0 6 

Faoi-21 0 0 0 0 

Sinnsear 8 2 0 6 
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FOOTBALL 

 
We have had the privilege of recording and reporting on many historic achievements by Tír 

Eoghain teams in recent years, including All-Ireland Minor Championships, back-to-back All-

Ireland U-21 championships and a first ever National League title, but the greatest pleasure that 

can ever be referred to in an annual Report is the winning of a first All-Ireland Senior Football 

Championship. This happened, of course, in 2003 on Sunday 28th September – a date that will 

forever be etched in the memory of all Tír Eoghain Gaels, supporters and patrons. 

 

Not only did Tír Eoghain achieve the ultimate, cherished dream of winning the Sam Maguire 

Cup but the senior team also retained the National League title, thereby setting themselves apart 

as the undisputed champions of Ireland, this year. They were simply the best.  

Hos successus alit: possunt, quia posse videntur. – (Virgil) 

 

The statistics for the League and Championship double will show that a panel of thirty-one 

players won thirteen of their seventeen games, drew two and lost two (each by a single point). 

They will show that Tír Eoghain scored 12 goals and 247 points, conceded 10 goals and 153 

points and did not have a single player sent off in either competition.    

 

And this is only part of the football story. The U-21 team won an historic fourth successive 

Ulster Championship and contested the All-Ireland Final against Áth Cliath, while the Minor 

team displayed massive spirit and determination to win another provincial championship also.  

So, as in 2001, and as in 1973, Tír Eoghain has made a clean sweep of all Ulster’s football 

titles. 
 

Minor Team 

 

The Ulster League, played in March and April, was one of mixed fortunes for Tír Eoghain with 

home victories over Aontroim and an Mhí, away defeats against an Dún and Árd Mhacha and a 

walkover against an Lú. On this basis many observers did not expect a prolonged championship 

campaign, particularly when first round opponents were the current All-Ireland champions, 

Doire. Tír Eoghain prepared diligently for this opening match under the experienced 

management duo of Liam Donnelly and Martin Coyle and certainly set out to avenge last year’s 

Ulster final defeat. The match was always exciting and closely fought; Tír Eoghain scored first, 

led at half-time by a point and needed an injury-time point to secure a draw. 

  

In the Casement Park replay, ten days later it was Doire which played the better football and 

which dominated the match from start to, almost, the finish. Tír Eoghain found themselves 

behind by a point at the interval and going into the final stages the gap had increased 

significantly to five points, but although playing poorly, the fighting spirit was still clearly in 

evidence. When a 20-metre free was awarded deep into injury time, corner forward McDermott 

struck a powerful, cheeky shot which travelled through the Doire defence and into the net to 

provide an astonishing final scoreline of 2-07 to 0-12.     
 

In the Ulster semi-final Tír Eoghain needed a second game to overcome the challenge of a 

strong Breffni side, and this they won by three points at Enniskillen. 

 

Opponents in the provincial decider were neighbours Fear Manach, which had disposed of 

strong championship contenders an Dún in the semi-final. While there was deepest respect for 

the achievements of Fear Manach in reaching the Ulster final, Tír Eoghain players were 

determined that the supreme efforts and the heroic endeavours of the first four matches should 

not have been in vain, and that a Championship title would have to be fought for and won. As it 
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turned out the opposition failed to live up to pre-match expectations particularly in score-taking 

and Tír Eoghain was totally dominant in the opening half, leading at the interval by 2-06 to     

0-03. Although the second half was more evenly balanced, the game was over as a contest long 

before the final whistle sounded. Tír Eoghain had secured its eighteenth Ulster Minor 

Championship and the second in three years.  

 

On their outstanding success I extend sincere congratulations to all members of this year’s U-18 

panel, to the liaison officer Michael Harvey and to all the members of the management’s back-

up team who play such an important role. A special word of gratitude is expressed to the hugely 

successful managers Liam and Martin whose record of titles during the past five years stands at, 

3 Ulster Leagues, 2 Ulster Championships and 1 All-Ireland Championship. 

 

In the All-Ireland quarter-final Tír Eoghain were drawn against defeated Leinster finalists, 

Laois. Played in Longford, this was a match where the Ulster champions found the opposition 

very difficult, never really played to their potential, and still were only four points adrift at the 

end. It is worth noting that Laois were eventually crowned as All-Ireland champions after a 

replay in an all-Leinster final against Áth Cliath. 

 

 

 
Ulster Minor Football Champions 2003 

 

 

The Tír Eoghain panel which became Ulster champions in 2003 was: 

Declan Tierney (Dungannon), Martin Murray (Cookstown), Kevin Hackett (Augher), 

Damian Kelly (Trillick), Damian Burke (Clonoe), Paul Marlow (Eskra), Justin McMahon 

(Omagh), Damian Meenan (Capt.) (Killyclogher), Marc Cunningham (Killeeshil),  

Richard Gallen (Aghyaran), Raymond Mulgrew (Cookstown), Edward Laverty 

(Stewartstown), Barry Hughes (Cookstown), Michael Murphy (Galbally), Damian 

McDermott (Errigal Ciaran), Patrick Early (Coalisland), Donal Ward (Loughmacrory), 

Ciaran Bannon (Killeeshil), Brendan Boggs (E. R. Uí Néill), Colm Cavanagh (Moy), 

Ciaran Donnelly (Brockagh), Damian McCaughey (Aghaloo), Martin McCreesh (Rock), 

Ronan McGurk (Ardboe), Ciaran Ward (Loughmacrory), Owen Coyle (Stewartstown), 

Blain Nugent (Galbally).  
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U-21 Team 

 

With the departure of Mickey Harte and Fr Gerard McAleer from the reins of the U-21 team it 

was anticipated that a new management would require some period of settling in to the new 

role. In the event this was not the case.  

The County Committee appointed Peter Doherty as the new U-21 manager for 2003 and he 

immediately set as his target, the retention of the Ulster Championship. 

 

In the opening round Tír Eoghain battled valiantly to overcome a resilient Cavan side in 

O’Neill Park, and then easily accounted for Aontroim in the semi-final. The Ulster final was 

played in Enniskillen and the opposition was Muineachán. Although the standard of football did 

not live up to the expectations of a final, this was a very exciting encounter due to the closeness 

of the scoring and the dramatic finish. With five minutes remaining and Muineachán leading by 

one point, Tír Eoghain converted a penalty and then finished strongly to win an unprecedented 

fourth successive championship on a scoreline of 2-08 to 0-11. 

There followed a 21-week interlude before Tír Eoghain set off for Sligo to play Connacht 

champions, Maigh Eo in the All-Ireland semi-final. In this game the Red Hand team was 

dominant and led from the start, despite a strong comeback attempt by Maigh Eo in the closing 

stages. 

 

After a further 4-week gap, and one week after the All-Ireland senior final, Tír Eoghain met a 

well-organised and skilful Dublin team which was hungering for its first ever national title at 

this level. As the second half progressed it became clear that the stronger city side would create 

their little piece of history at our expense. 

 

We congratulate this panel of U-21 players on the achievement of winning a fourth consecutive 

title for the county; we congratulate in particular the new manager Peter and his assistants 

Seamus McCann and Terry McCann on their lengthy but successful campaign. Thanks is also 

due to the backup personnel and particularly Cuthbert Donnelly who liaised effectively between 

players, management and County Committee. 
 

The Ulster Championship team which participated in the final was: 

John Devine (Errigal Ciaran), Shane Sweeney (Aghyaran), Kieran McCrory (Galbally), 

Dermot Carlin (Killyclogher), Owen Devine (Aghyaran), Michael Garry (Dromore), Joe 

McMahon (Omagh), Peter Donnelly (Capt.) (Coalisland), Sean Cavanagh (Moy), Kelvin 

Hughes (Donaghmore), Leo Meenan (Killyclogher), Mark Donnelly (Carrickmore), 

Martin Penrose (Aghyaran), Aiden McCarron (Fintona), Rory McCann (Errigal Ciaran), 

Patrick O’Farrell (Coalisland), Colm Doris (Clonoe). 

 

Other members of the successful panel were:         

Peter Ward (Dromore), Peter Armour (Cookstown), Ronan Ward (Loughmacrory),  

Niall Gormley (Trillick), Aidan O’Kane (Dregish), Paul Daly (Carrickmore), Cathal McKenna 

(Pomeroy), Martin McStravog (Derrylaughan), Paul Anderson (Aghyaran), Colm Donnelly 

(Clonoe), Tommy McGuigan (Ardboe), Brian Maguire (Galbally), Cormac McAleer (Omagh), 

Damian McDermott (Errigal Ciaran), Dara Tierney (Errigal Ciaran).  
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Ulster U21 Football Champions 2003 

 

 

 

Senior Team 

The footballing season started for the senior side on a miserable Sunday in January with a 

victory against Fear Manach at Enniskillen in the Dr McKenna Cup. It ended in glorious 

sunshine in a supporter-filled Croke Park on Sunday 28th September; the contrast could not 

have been greater, and without doubt no-one could have written the script in the manner that 

2003 unfolded. 

 

On three consecutive Sundays in January the Tír Eoghain team, under new manager Mickey 

Harte, scored comfortable victories against Fear Manach, Aontroim and an Cabhán to reach the 

final of the McKenna Cup competition. Due to the commencement of the NFL, this final could 

not be arranged until mid-March. Then Tír Eoghain seemed to have been ill-prepared for the 

nature and style of the challenge presented by the struggling Division 2 side, Muineachán, and 

went down by two points in an interesting final.   

 

In 2002 Tír Eoghain had won its first NFL title and there was a keen desire among players and 

management to retain it this year. In the opening rounds there were away defeats against Ros 

Comain and Áth Cliath with a victory over Gaillimh sandwiched between. Then all the other 

matches were won. Victories were recorded against Dún na nGall, Árd Mhacha, Ciarraí and 

Corcaigh, ensuring the county finished as winners of Division 1A.  

 

In the semifinal the challenge of neighbours, Fear Manach, was comfortably handled and Tír 

Eoghain was back in its third NFL final. Laois, under the new management of the evergreen 

Mick O’Dwyer, had topped Division 1B and had successfully disposed of Árd Mhacha in the    

second semifinal. On final day, however, they proved to be no match for the Tír Eoghain side 

which played some of the most stylish, if not the best football seen in Croke Park during 2003, 

and emerged comfortable winners with a ten-point margin of victory. 

 

So, having waited for 98 years for the first National League title, two then come along together 

in successive seasons; of course it has been noted that, but for the debarment of the county team 
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from the final stages of the competition in 2001 due to the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease, 

Tír Eoghain may well have been collecting its hat-trick of titles this year. 

 

The celebrations associated with the winning of the 2003 NFL became somewhat muted when 

the Games’ Administration Committee at Croke Park responded to stinging criticism from some 

sections of the media on its previous high profile decisions, and decided to charge a Tír 

Eoghain player with dangerous play arising from an incident during the course of the final. This 

involved an opponent being stepped on, and it had been appropriately dealt with and reported 

by the referee, who had issued a yellow card. The subsequent inept, incompetent and 

inconsistent manner in which this player’s case was handled by the Games’ Administration 

Committee left a bitter taste among players, management and officials in Tír Eoghain. Although 

never having been sent off, the player was suspended for twelve weeks for dangerous play – an 

offence which normally is dealt with by a four-week suspension; this decision was based on 

video evidence, even though some members of the Committee who took the decision had not 

even viewed the video.  

 

The consequence for the player was that he was unavailable to participate with Tír Eoghain in 

the busiest period of championship activity and missed out on a total of five championship 

games, including the successful Ulster final. If the GAC had dealt with all players who 

offended during the course of this year’s championship games in a similar or consistent manner 

then the harsh suspension imposed on this county’s player could have been acceptable.  

 

This major lack of consistency in decision-making, based on the viewing of video evidence, is a 

matter which must be considered again by the Association so that the GAC is properly directed; 

failure to do so will continue to leave the Association open to ridicule.     

 

The Ulster Championship opened for Tír Eoghain with a home fixture, played at Clones, 

against neighbouring rivals Doire; this was the expected tough encounter with a highly 

motivated Doire which led by four points going into the last ten minutes. However Tír Eoghain 

finished with a flourish to earn a deserved draw, and in the replay a week later they continued 

in style from where the first game finished. The final scoreline was 0-17 to 1-05.  

 

In the championship semifinal there was a comfortable victory by a margin of eight points over 

Aontroim. 

 

In the seventeenth Ulster final Tír Eoghain were pitched against old adversaries an Dún who 

were last encountered at this stage back in 1996. Although Tír Eoghain were installed as hot 

favourites, the Mournemen appeared not to have read the script and led by two points at the 

interval. On the re-start an Dún scored two more goals to lead at one stage by nine points before 

the Tír Eoghain fightback commenced; the gap was closed, eliminated and then opened up by 

another opposition goal only to be finally shut again as the final whistle sounded.  

 

Supporters had just witnessed one of the great football occasions, and had seen one of the 

greatest sporting comebacks since Mohammed Ali reclaimed his third World boxing title in 

1978 against Leon Spinks.  The final scoreline read Tír Eoghain 1-17  An Dún 4-08.  

 

As is so often the case, the replay never lived up to the expectations raised by the thriller of the 

first final, and Tír Eoghain were totally dominant and rampant, scoring 23 points while 

conceding just 1-05. In collecting their tenth Provincial crown, Tír Eoghain had recorded the 

highest number of scores in an Ulster final, had the largest winning margin since 1959 and 

captain Peter Canavan equalled the legendary Frank McGuigan’s scoring record of 11 points in 

a final.   
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The quarter-final draw saw Tír Eoghain paired with their NFL semi-final opponents again; the 

outcome of this game was never really in doubt as Fear Manach failed to reproduce the form 

that had taken them to this stage of the competition 

 

The All-Ireland semi-finals included three Ulster teams along with the Munster champions 

Ciarraí. In an absorbing game, Tír Eoghain opened up a comfortable early lead against a Ciarraí 

side that seemed distinctively lacking in ideas; they were unable to cope with the tenacity 

displayed by Tír Eoghain particularly when in defensive mode and their final tally of six points 

was only one better than what Fear Manach had managed in the previous round. On the other 

hand, Tír Eoghain had scored on more than twice as many occasions, and did so without their 

inspirational captain, who had suffered an ankle injury early in the first half.  With a finishing 

scoreline of 0-13 to 0-06 Tír Eoghain had progressed to their third All-Ireland final. 

 

This was an historical occasion because it brought together finalists from the same province – 

Tír Eoghain had arrived as Ulster champions, and neighbours Árd Mhacha, the current All-

Ireland champions, had navigated their passage through the ‘qualifiers’, having been knocked 

out in their opening encounter with Muineachán. At the final whistle either Árd Mhaca would 

have won successive All-Ireland titles or Tír Eoghain would have achieved their first. 

 

Tír Eoghain opened the scoring in the first minute and Árd Mhacha responded in the second, 

but from this point until the end Tír Eoghain opened up a gap which the reigning champions 

could never close further than two points. The closeness of the scores throughout, ensured that 

the attendance of 79,391 were always kept enthralled, kept in a mood of anticipation and high 

expectation of the final outcome. In the end, Tír Eoghain finished strongly and leading by three 

points to secure the magnificent Sam Maguire Cup – final soreline Tír Eoghain 0-12  Árd 

Mhacha 0-09. The cherished dream had been fulfilled. 

  

The panel of 31 players which won the League and Championship double for Tír Eoghain at 

senior level in 2003 was: 

John Devine (Errigal Ciaran), Ciaran Gourley (0-02) (Rock), Cormac McAnallen (Eglish), 

Ryan McMenamin (0-01) (Dromore), Conor Gormley (0-03) (Carrickmore), Gavin Devlin 

(Ardboe), Philip Jordan (0-01) (Moy), Kevin Hughes (0-06) (Killeeshil), Sean Cavanagh 

(1-09) (Moy), Brian Dooher (0-07) (Clann na nGael), Brian McGuigan (0-06) (Ardboe), 

Gerard Cavlan (0-08) (Dungannon), Enda McGinley (0-04) (Errigal Ciaran), Peter 

Canavan (1-50) (Capt.) (Errigal Ciaran), Eoin Mulligan (1-19) (Cookstown), Pascal 

McConnell (Newtownstewart), Dermot Carlin (Killyclogher), Mark Harte (0-03) (Errigal 

Ciaran), Colin Holmes (Armagh Harps), Paul Horisk (0-01) (Errigal Ciaran), Chris Lawn 

(0-01) (Moortown), Peter Loughran (Errigal Ciaran), Seamus Mulgrew (Donaghmore), 

Declan McCrossan (0-02) (E. R. Uí Néill), Michael McGee (Loughmacrory), Cormac 

McGinley (Errigal Ciaran), Frank McGuigan (0-01) (Ardboe), Stephen O'Neill (0-08) 

(Clann na nGael), Brian Robinson (Donaghmore), Micheal Coleman (Ardboe), Ryan 

Mellon (Moy). 

(Scores included are for the complete championship). 

 

We congratulate, sincerely, every one of these players who made history in winning the first 

senior football championship in the ninety-nine years existence of the Association in Tír 

Eoghain. We acknowledge the supreme efforts, the commitment, the determination, the skills 

displayed and the astounding character of these men. We had long ago recognized that these 

were a highly-talented group of footballers and we all knew that, as sure as night follows day, 

they would add senior medals to their All-Ireland minor and U-21 collections. 
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We admire their achievements for this county, for their Clubs, for their families and especially 

for each one of themselves as individuals.   

 

We express our congratulations to Mickey Harte who managed this team to achieve the 

county’s first grasp of the Sam Maguire Cup; in a brief nine-month period he has attained that 

which has proved so elusive, to so many other managers throughout lengthy tenures in so many 

counties across the country. We thank him for the management role that he has filled, for the 

professional approach that was undertaken with our players, for the careful selection of his 

management assistants Paddy Tally and Fr Gerard McAleer, and the highly important back-up 

personnel who all played such a significant role during the past year. 

 

In winning the National League and the Ulster and All-Ireland Championships, Mickey showed 

that with an appropriate high-quality, intelligent training schedule a talented team could be 

maintained in a fresh state throughout a lengthy playing season. The removal of all challenge 

games from the playing programme was a significant factor here, also. He was able to bring a 

fresh and infectious enthusiasm to his panel of players; by communicating with players he 

could transform the character of an individual, increase his motivation, inspire confidence and 

create leaders on the field of play, where in the past they were sadly lacking.  

Probably his greatest strength was his ability to adapt the team’s style of play to cope with the 

different standards of, and threats posed by, different oppositions during the league and 

championships.  

 

We recognize and applaud his skills and talents and while he had the honour of managing this 

year’s All-Ireland champions, all the players acknowledge that they enjoyed the privilege of 

working with one of Ireland’s greatest managers. 

 

 

ALL-IRELAND CHAMPIONSHIP MATTERS 

 

Having dealt earlier with the games associated with the successful All-Ireland campaign there 

are a number of other matters and highlights which should be recorded at the end of 2003. 

Timewise, apart from the final itself, there were two periods of significance – the preparations 

and the aftermath – and both of these could best be described as hectic. However, due to the 

exceptional assistance and teamwork of so many County Committee members and others, these 

busy periods were successfully progressed through.  

    

Much of the time in advance of the final was spent in organizing, 

(i) the allocation and distribution of tickets 

(ii) the All-Ireland Final Banquet, and  

(iii) the team’s homecoming 

 

Tickets 

 

For the All-Ireland semifinal against Ciarraí, 13,000 tickets had been distributed through the 

County Committee. In addition, tickets were available via the internet and through 

‘Ticketmaster’ outlets, but these options would not be available for the final. While some 

observers predicted that the attendance at the final would be diminished, because two ‘northern’ 

teams were participating and their brand of football was not very appealing to the rest of the 

country, the demand for tickets was insatiable and of course on the day Croke Park had a 

capacity attendance.  
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In three allocations Tír Eoghain received just in excess of 13,000 tickets for the All-Ireland 

final; these were allocated to Clubs on the basis of registered membership, so that at the 

conclusion of the second allocation, each Club had received 40 tickets in excess of its 

membership. In the final distribution every Club still in need was provided with a further supply 

of tickets.  

 

The final distribution of tickets is included in Appendix 3. 

In thanking all those who assisted in the sorting and distribution of tickets I would record 

particular gratitude to Frank Campbell for his exceptional work and to Seamus McDonald and 

Michael Harvey for taking care of the associated finances, which for the final alone amounted 

to over half a million euro.    

 

Banquet 

 

In organizing the All-Ireland final banquet it was recognized by many, in advance, that this was 

probably going to be an historic function. Therefore, it was decided that it should be made 

available to all the Clubs of Tír Eoghain, former players, managers and officials as well their 

current counterparts and other guests; consequently there was a massive demand for an 

allocation of places and so all available space on the ground floor of the Burlington Hotel was 

reserved and eventually used.  

 

The event turned out to be a major success, partly due to the presence of Sam Maguire, but 

more significantly due to the organizational skills of Cuthbert Donnelly, Anna McCaughey and 

Michael McGoldrick. Each of these assumed responsibility for a different facet of the Banquet 

and undertook a tremendous amount of work to ensure that nothing was left to chance on the 

night. I extend to each, and their assistants, a sincere expression of gratitude. 

 

Homecoming 

 

The team’s homecoming was also prepared and organized on the basis that Tyrone would be 

entertaining the All-Ireland champions on Monday 29th September.  

 

Preparations began immediately after the semi-final with the main and official venue being the 

first issue for decision. Omagh was unanimously selected and then the choice lay between the 

town centre or Healy Park; safe accommodation of the expected attendance was the deciding 

factor in selecting Omagh’s High Street and Market Street as the most appropriate location.   

 

The homeward route had then to be planned out. Numerous and lengthy meetings were required 

between the County Committee and the local Councils, the emergency services, policing bodies 

(north and south), Clubs, entertainers, local radio, local press and local traders. Grateful 

appreciation is due to all of these for the facilities, the time, the information, the finance, the 

assistance and the goodwill which was provided to the Association.  

 

In particular I thank all Clubs which provided stewards at the various venues and I express 

special thanks to Paul Doris, Liam Nelis, Michael McCarney and Brendan Harkin for the major 

contribution each made to a highly successful homecoming. It had always been their intention 

that the homecoming should be a punctual one, and it was highly pleasing to observe that the 

team’s coach, and a lengthy cavalcade, arrived in Omagh at the prescribed time of 9.30 pm with 

the players all on stage at Omagh Courthouse by 10 o’clock. This was all achieved on time, in 

addition to brief stops in Castleblayney, Monaghan, Emyvale, Aughnacloy and Ballygawley 

where thousands of supporters and well-wishers lined the route, cheering, crying, singing, 

dancing, waving flags, hugging each other and sounding horns. 



 31 

 

Yet all of this almost paled into insignificance when the open-topped coach carrying the heroes 

of Tír Eoghain journeyed around and through Omagh, even travelling the wrong way up a one-

way street. The scenes were properly described as being unimaginable; the crowd - eventually 

estimated as 60,000 – was packed into High Street, Market Street and several of the side-

streets; the colour was a sea of red and white; the noise was deafening; the joy and sheer delight 

of victory was evident on the faces of young and especially the old, who had seen so many 

previous valiant attempts by Tír Eoghain footballers end in failure. 

 

The first welcome home address was delivered by the Chairman of Omagh District Council, Mr 

Alan Rainey, who had witnessed the victory in Croke Park the previous day and who had 

honoured the team by his presence at the Banquet the previous night. Further speeches were 

delivered by County Chairman Liam Nelis, successful manager Mickey Harte and victorious 

captain Peter Canavan.   

   

While Omagh was the official venue for the homecoming, the final venue for the team at the 

end of a productive weekend was Aghyaran, home of the county teams’ sponsor.  

 

Homecomings continued on the next two evenings in Cookstown, Moortown, Ardboe, 

Killyclogher, Mountfield, Loughmacrory and Carrickmore, with each having its own unique 

characteristics and memories. Through the following week, the team, the management and the 

Sam Maguire Cup had visited all the Clubs which had members on the winning panel. 

 

 

Additional Highlights 

 

While each and every one of us will recall our own particular highlights and specific memories 

associated with a glorious weekend in Dublin at the end of September, there are a number of 

significant recollections and related events, not in any particular order, which should be 

recorded:   

 

▪ The excellent conduct and sportsmanship of the Tír Eoghain and Árd Mhacha 

supporters who mingled together before, during and after the match in a warm, jovial 

and friendly manner; they certainly disappointed the prophets of doom who had almost 

been expecting to see rivers of blood in the capital’s streets. 

 

▪ The unprecedented respect demonstrated by both counties’ supporters for Amhrán na 

bhFiann before the throw-in at the final. 

 

▪ An exceptionally well-organised ‘press night’ with the players and team management 

was recognized as such by all the journalists who attended; our gratitude is extended to 

the officers and committee of an Charraig Mhór for making their facilities available, and 

also to County PRO, Breandán Ó hEarcáin, who devoted so much time to the co-

ordination of a very professional and worthwhile event. 

 

▪ The colourful and tasteful decoration of the townlands, the villages and the towns across 

the county with flags, cars, bunting and banners; their speedy and sensible removal after 

a suitable period of celebration was greatly appreciated by the whole community. 

  

▪ The entertaining GOAL charity match which took place in Healy Park, Omagh between 

the All-Ireland champions and Muineachán, with Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh in charge 

of the commentary. It was pleasing to be able to present a donation of £14,000 to GOAL 
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immediately after the game, which would be used to alleviate some hardship for those 

less privileged than ourselves. 

 

▪ Recognition of the players, management and officials associated with Árd Mhacha as 

being as gracious in their defeat, as they had been worthy and outstanding All-Ireland 

champions during the previous twelve months.     

 

▪ The avalanche of awards bestowed on members of the Tír Eoghain team and manager in 

recognition of their achievements in 2003, including fourteen All-Star nominations, and 

the award of an honorary doctorate to team captain Peter, by the University of Ulster, 

for his services to sport. 

 

▪ The hundreds of messages of thanks, good wishes and congratulations that poured into 

the county, following its success. 

 

▪ The seemingly endless requests for appearances of players, manager, and the Sam 

Maguire Cup from Clubs, businesses, schools, the press and individuals, both inside and 

out of the county, and even out of the country. Here, again, I pay tribute to Cuthbert 

Donnelly for the time and energy which he has devoted to the co-ordination and 

monitoring of all that has been involved in this aspect of the aftermath of the All-Ireland 

victory. 

 

▪ The acknowledgement by all associated with the All-Ireland victory of the roles played 

by so many previous managers, former players and officials, the schools and the Clubs 

down through so many years. 

 

▪ In the aftermath of the All-Ireland triumph, three players were selected to represent 

Ireland on the International Rules Team; due to illness Brian Dooher was unable to 

travel to Australia, but both Cormac McAnallen and Kevin Hughes performed well in 

the two-match series at the end of October. 

 

▪ A quiet satisfaction throughout the Association within Tír Eoghain that it has been 

possible to win a National League and All-Ireland Championship double without the 

need for an ‘outside’ manager, or without the need to breach, either openly or covertly, 

the Amateur Status of the GAA in relation to the terms of appointment of the senior 

manager. 

 

 



 33 

SCÓR   CLÁR     –     2003  

 
Football 
 
Corn Mhic Chionaoith 
Eanáir 12  Tír Eoghain  1-13 Fear Manach  1-11 at Enniskillen 
Eanáir 19  Tír Eoghain  3-16  Aontroim 2-08 at Coalisland 
Eanáir 26  Tír Eoghain  2-11 An Cabhán 0-10 at Cavan 
Márta  16  Tír Eoghain  0-12  Muineachán 1-11 at Enniskillen 
 
An Sraith Náisiúnta   Roinn 1A 
Feabhra 02   Tír Eoghain  0-10 Ros Comain    0-11    at Roscommon  
Feabhra 09  Tír Eoghain  1-13 Gaillimh           0-11 at Pomeroy  
Feabhra 16  Tír Eoghain  0-11 Áth Cliath        0-12 at Parnell Park  
Márta 02  Tír Eoghain  1-10 Dún na nGall   0-07 at Coalisland 
Márta 09  Tír Eoghain  1-09 Árd Mhacha     0-10 at Omagh 
Márta 23  Tír Eoghain  1-13 Ciarraí             0-14 at Killarney 
Aibreán 06  Tír Eoghain  1-17 Corcaigh         0-13 at Dungannon 
Aibreán 20  Tír Eoghain  4-11 Fear Manach   1-11 at Croke Park (NFL 
Semifinal) 
Bealtaine 04  Tír Eoghain  0-21 Laois      1-08 at Croke Park (NFL Final) 
 
 
An Chraobh Shinnsear 
Bealtaine  18  Tír Eoghain  0-12 Doire     1-09 at Clones 
Bealtaine  24  Tír Eoghain  0-17 Doire     1-05 at Belfast 
Meitheamh 15  Tír Eoghain  1-17 Aontroim 1-09 at Belfast 
Iúil 13   Tír Eoghain  1-17 An Dún 4-08 at Clones 
Iúil 20    Tír Eoghain  0-23 An Dún 1-05 at Clones 
Lúnasa 03  Tír Eoghain  1-21 Fear Manach   0-05 at Croke Park  
Lúnasa 24  Tír Eoghain  0-13 Ciarraí  0-06 at Croke Park 
Meán Fomhair 28 Tír Eoghain  0-12 Árd Mhacha 0-09 at Croke Park 
 
 
Faoi-21 
Márta 29  Tír Eoghain  1-11 An Cabhán     1-09     at Dungannon 
Aibreán 05  Tír Eoghain  1-15 Aontroim 0-05     at Belfast 
Aibreán 12  Tír Eoghain  2-08 Muineachán 0-11 at Enniskillen  
Meán Fómhair 07 Tír Eoghain  1-09   Maigh Eo       0-09 at Sligo 
Deireadh Fomhair 04 Tír Eoghain  0-07 Áth Cliath 0-12 at Navan  
 
Faoi-18 
Lég 
Márta 22  Tír Eoghain  2-08 An Dún          2-11 at Newry 
Márta 29  Tír Eoghain  1-13 Aontroim        2-08 at Coalisland 
Aibreán 05  Tír Eoghain  1-11    Ard Mhacha     3-14 at Maghery  
Aibreán 12  Tír Eoghain  0-14 An Mhí            0-08 at Dungannon            
Aibreán 19  Tír Eoghain  W-O An Lú    D-F      at Dungannon    
 
An Chraobh 
Bealtaine  18  Tír Eoghain  0-12 Doire     1-09 at Clones              
Bealtaine  28  Tír Eoghain  2-07 Doire     0-12 at Belfast 
Bealtaine  29  Tír Eoghain  2-08  An Cabhán   1-11     at Enniskillen        
Iúil  02   Tír Eoghain  1-09 An Cabhán   0-09     at Enniskillen      
Iúil 13     Tír Eoghain  3-09   Fear Manach 0-09 at Clones         (Final) 
Lúnasa 02  Tír Eoghain  1-08   Laois            0-15 at Longford          
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Achomhaireacht 
 

 Played Won Drawn Lost 

Mionúr 11 6 2 3 

Faoi-21 5 4 0 1 

Sinnsear 21 16 2 3 

 

 

 

Schools’ Competitions 
 

Another outstanding year for the secondary schools of Tír Eoghain is the end of year report. St 

Ciaran’s Ballygawley created its own piece of history when it became the first school to win the 

Arthurs and McDevitt Cups in the same season; these are awarded to the Ulster champions at 

U-16 and U-14 levels respectively. In the semi-finals these teams both defeated Virginia, and 

then the U-14 side had a comfortable victory over Falcarragh Community School while the U-

16 boys had to play extra time before emerging triumphant against St Paul’s Bessbrook.  

 

The U-16s strode to All-Ireland success retaining their crown at the expense of Belmullet and 

then Tullow in the final. Congratulations is extended to St Ciaran’s on its successes, to its 

players and to its teachers / managers Martin McElkennon and Mickey Harte. 

 

At U-18 level Holy Trinity Cookstown completed the clean sweep of Ulster Vocational titles 

with a two-point victory against Newry CFE, to keep the Markey Cup in Tyrone; they also 

defeated Belmullet in the All-Ireland semi-final but found the Munster champions, Causeway 

Comprehensive much too strong in the final. Here, we extend similar congratulations to the 

successful pupils, their school and their teacher / manager Peter Canavan.  

 

The Vocational Schools’ team again reached the provincial final in 2003 having accounted for 

Dún na nGall with a six-point victory at the semi-final stage; then they achieved a draw with an 

Cabhán on a scoreline of 2-09 each, but lost the replay by four points at Enniskillen. We 

express appreciation to managers Paul Maxwell and Jimmy McCloughan for the work 

undertaken with, and the preparation of, this team. 

 

In the MacRory Cup competition there was no joy for Tyrone’s teams, with only the CBS side 

progressing to the quarter-final stage where they lost to St Patrick’s Maghera after a replay. 

Their victors went on to win both the MacRory and Hogan Cups, again.    
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Finance and Sponsorship 

 

Detailed financial statements and statistics have been prepared and audited by the Cisteoir and 

our accountants, respectively, and will be fully scrutinised during the course of an Chomhdháil 

Bhliantúil. At this point it is appropriate to give consideration to just a few aspects associated 

with our financial affairs.  

 

Because of the historically significant year that we have lived through, two matters – the All-

Ireland triumph, and the construction of a covered Stand - have contributed to a record financial 

turnover for the Association in Tír Eoghain. The compilation of charges for tickets for all 

championship matches in 2003 indicates a figure of approximately €1.8M, while the costs 

associated with the covered Stand at Healy Park are in the region of £1.4M. 

 

Teams’ costs, including those for travel, medical expenses and physiotherapy, are significantly 

higher this year, as would be expected, with the extended campaigns in both leagues and 

championships. Additionally, there are associated extraordinary costs involved with the team 

holiday provided for the senior players and management – but this is surely an item of 

expenditure that we should be delighted to budget for every year for successful teams. 

 

Of course, longer and successful competitive campaigns attract additional bonuses and grants. 

We are particularly grateful for the sponsorship provided by Allianz, for the success in the 

National League, and that allocated by Bank of Ireland to the County Committee and to the 

team’s holiday, for winning the All-Ireland title.  

 

However, from a financial perspective it has proved to be disastrous to participate in the NFL 

semi-final and final in Páirc an Chróciagh. For the semi-final Tír Eoghain v Fear Manach, the 

gross gate amounted to €251,880 and the share to this county was €6,233, or less than 2.5%. 

The corresponding figures for the final were a gross gate of €254,304 from which Tír Eoghain 

received a share totalling €12,805.  

 

Tír Eoghain was one of the first counties to benefit from the new sponsorship deal entered into 

by the Association at national level with Toyota, which provided a new car for winning the All-

Ireland crown, and another for the NFL title. It has been stipulated that these should be used to 

assist in fund-raising for the players’ team holiday; this is being undertaken by a draw through 

Clubs and general membership for the first car, and a further draw at the Centenary Gala 

Banquet for the second Toyota Corolla. 

 

In 2003 a major new three-year sponsorship deal was entered into between O’Neills Irish 

International Sports Company and the Association in Tír Eoghain, in which the company 

would,  

(i) supply all playing and leisure gear for use by the county teams,  

(ii) pay a royalty on all Tyrone jersies sold, and  

(iii) provide cash bonuses based on success.  

 

We are deeply grateful to O’Neills managing director, Kieran Kennedy for the important role 

which he played in the development and establishment of this highly-valued sponsorship. It is 

also appropriate to acknowledge his massive personal contribution and his expertise in ensuring 

that our teams were properly fitted out for all on- and off-field activity throughout the lengthy 

season. 

We pay tribute to the county’s other major sponsor W J Dolan Construction, under the 

directorships of Willie John and Margaret, who proved during 2003 that they would not be 

found wanting when caring for Tyrone’s teams. Again, we express sincere thanks to both for 
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the important financial support of their company during this historic year, and for their genuine 

interest in GAA activities at Club and County levels. Our association with W J Dolan 

Construction will have been in existence for ten enjoyable years, when the current three-year 

sponsorship concludes at the end of the 2004 NFL.  

 

Due to the proximity of the 2004 championship preliminary fixture to the concluding stages of 

the NFL, consideration should be given to a mechanism for adjusting the sponsorship contract 

to commence with the NFL and to conclude with the Championship, after a three- or five year 

term.  This issue should be a top priority when the next sponsorship negotiations commence in 

the springtime. 

 

Two further sponsorships, each in their second year of three, have proved to be significantly 

successful yet again.  

 

The first of these is that provided towards the senior football championship by Coca-Cola; its 

branding at all games, but especially at the county final in Omagh, helped to promote our 

product, as well as its own, and contributed to the overall attractiveness to our patrons. For his 

co-operation and his assistance in the provision of the sponsorship by Coca-Cola we are 

extremely grateful to Events Manager, Jonathan Gates. 

 

The second is the sponsorship provided by Lucozade Sport which takes the form of financial 

and product provision, to the County Committee and to the county teams; for the support and 

assistance made available, we express appreciation to managing director John Given. 

 

A number of major fund-raising functions and events were organised during 2003 by the many 

friends and supporters of the GAA in Tír Eoghain. 

 

In terms of input of effort and finances raised, top of the listing will come ‘Club Tyrone’ which 

has a membership of just under 400 with the capability of raising almost £200,000 per annum 

for the county. This body is managed by the PR/Marketing sub-committee, all of whose 

members deserve the highest praise for their outstanding work, under the leadership of James 

Treacy and Mark Conway. Full details of the work of this committee and the funding raised, are 

provided in the latter section of this booklet. 

 

A number of Golf Classics took place in Cookstown, Omagh and Maynooth which contributed 

handsomely to the county’s finances, last year. For the organisational work undertaken on 

these, our thanks is due to Charlie Monaghan, Eugene Bradley, Peter Loughran, Tomás 

McCaughey and Lee Mallaghan, all of whom have indicated that they are currently making 

plans for next years events.    

         

One of the highlights of the year was the enjoyable Gala Dinner held in Armagh which raised 

£80,000; for the intensive work done in a very limited period of time we extend sincere 

gratitude to the PR/Marketing sub-committee and also to Terence Donnelly and James Higgins. 

 

As on the field of play there is important teamwork always going on in the background.  
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Administrative Affairs 

Insurances and Injury Scheme 

Players’ Voluntary Insurance 

This scheme continues to prove difficult in attracting members despite the amazing value for 

money which it offers to the players of the Association, with an annual premium of just €30. 

This is not just a problem for Tír Eoghain but for the whole GAA. Although this year’s 

membership increased, it was by a very low amount and the number of adults registered in the 

latter part of the season was only 16,545 with a further 4,823 youth members. This indicates an 

average 500 adults per county, which falls far below the number of adults playing football and 

hurling in even the smallest county.  

 

It is clear that there has not been enough promotion of the scheme at every level of the 

Association; also, the failure of the administrators to provide the associated literature in time for 

Clubs’ conventions and certainly in advance of the start of the training season, ensured that we 

were always in the slow lane, providing ready-made excuses for those who were not keen to 

join the scheme. 

 

While the membership from Tír Eoghain is in the top four, with 765 adults and 87 youth, it 

remains disappointing to note that fifteen Clubs have absolutely no members included in the 

scheme. Droim Mór has the highest registration with 43 adults and 11 youth while Oileán 

a’Ghuail and Eaglais lie in joint second place, each with 1 youth and 36 adult members. 

Warnings were issued last year (and in previous years) that unless there was a significantly 

large increase in the membership, this Voluntary Scheme would not continue to operate. We 

can expect to see these warnings acted upon at the end of this month, with the scheme being 

withdrawn, and unfortunately then, it will be the Clubs which will have to endure the financial 

strain of colossal medical and dental bills while the players will suffer with losses of wages, 

when injuries arise. 

 

 

County Minor Champions – 2003 – An Chorra Chríochach 
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Players’ Injury Scheme 

Subscriptions to this particular Scheme remained the same this year as in 2002 and realized an 

income from Clubs in Tír Eoghain of €68,965. In the twelve-month period ended on 31st 

October there had been 102 claims submitted for players’ injuries and of these 56% had been 

settled or partly settled. Fifty-four of these claims were for medical and / or dental expenses and 

the benefits paid to claimants amounted to 45% of the total received for all claims.  

The total benefits received by our players in the last twelve-month period was €166,043 of 

which €89,231 related to claims from previous years that had not been settled within their 

particular financial years, Comparisons with the figures for 2002 indicate that there has been a 

24% increase in benefits received; it is also evident that this county has an overall gain from the 

Scheme in excess of €90,000 or alternatively, that we receive 2.5 times that which we 

contribute to the Scheme. 

 

Full details of the Scheme for 2003 are provided in the following Table: 

 

PLAYERS' INJURY SCHEME  -  2003 

        CLUB Adult Youth Premium   No. of Claims Benefit 

  Teams  Teams Due (€)   Claims Paid  Paid (€) 

County Teams 4 6 1755.00 7 1 2994.00 

Loughry College 0 1 115.00 0 0  

Achadh Lú 3 4 1345.00 3 3 1044.31 

Achadh Uí Arain 3 6 1460.00 0 1 570.00 

Árd Bó 3 7 1460.00 0 4 8501.39 

Eochar 3 6 1460.00 2 4 3761.56 

Bearach 3 6 1460.00 7 3 9684.85 

Bruach Áille 3 7 1460.00 0 1 2929.50 

Brocach 3 4 1345.00 0 0  

An Charraig Mhór 3 7 1460.00 2 1 384.00 

Caisleán na Deirge 3 5 1460.00 0 0  

Clann na nGael 2 4 1050.00 0 0  

Clochar 3 4 1345.00 4 5 6838.00 

Cluain Eo 3 7 1460.00 1 3 2273.68 

Oileán a'Ghuail 3 7 1460.00 7 5 15243.20 

An Chorra Chríochach 3 6 1460.00 0 1 2550.00 

Doire Lochain 3 6 1460.00 5 6 7576.49 

Doire Treasc 2 4 1050.00 0 0  

Domhnach Mór 3 7 1460.00 3 3 8559.23 

Deargais 2 4 1050.00 0 0  

An Droim Mór 3 4 1345.00 1 4 15249.90 

Droim Caoin 3 4 1345.00 1 2 3630.00 

Droim Ratha 3 4 1345.00 4 0  

Dún Geanainn 3 7 1460.00 4 4 5091.93 

Éadan na dTorc 2 0 590.00 4 5 6635.41 

Eaglais 3 4 1345.00 2 1 3120.00 

Eoghain Rua Uí Néill 2 4 1050.00 1 2 1270.00 

Aireagal Chiarán 3 7 1460.00 2 0  
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Eiscreach 3 4 1345.00 0 0  

Fionntamhnach 3 4 1345.00 2 0  

Gallbhaile 3 6 1460.00 7 11 14918.34 

Gleann Aichle 2 4 1050.00 0 0  

An Goirtín 3 5 1460.00 3 4 5644.00 

An Caisleán Glas 3 5 1460.00 5 3 2970.95 

Cill Dreasa 3 7 1460.00 4 3 7985.02 

Cill Íseal 3 4 1345.00 1 2 6284.02 

Coill an Chlochair 4 12 1755.00 2 1 6560.00 

Cill na mBán 2 0 590.00 3 2 760.00 

Loch Mhic Ruairí 3 7 1460.00 3 2 1073.34 

Baile na Móna 3 4 1345.00 2 1 570.00 

An Mhaigh 2 5 1165.00 0 2 3301.59 

An Baile Nua 2 7 1165.00 2 2 1205.00 

An Omaigh 3 5 1460.00 1 1 54.70 

Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 3 5 1460.00 1 1 809.00 

An Charraig 3 7 1460.00 0 0  

An Chraobh 2 5 1165.00 0 0  

An Srath Bán 2 10 1165.00 1 1 453.60 

Taite Riabhach 2 6 1165.00 0 0  

Trí Leac 3 6 1460.00 3 2 2611.77 

Urnaí 2 4 1050.00 2 1 324.84 

An Charraig Mhór  (H) 1 4 755.00 0 0  

Dún Geanainn        (H) 1 7 870.00 0 2 2610.00 

Na Seamróga         (H) 1 3 640.00 0 0  

Naomh Colmcille    (H) 1 2 525.00 0 0  

Naomh Mhuire       (Y) 1 5 870.00 0 0  

             TOTALS: 141 285 68965.00 102 100 166043.60 

 

 

 

Public Liability and Property Insurance  

 

In the past year two claims under Public Liability Insurance were made against our Clubs 

relating to an incident in 1999 where goalposts allegedly caused injury to a child, and in the 

second incident, this year, when a bingo player tripped on a cable for a heater.  

 

It is an appropriate time, now, to review the structures that are in place within each Club for 

dealing with risk management and health and safety procedures. In general, claims under PLI 

will only be successful if it can be proved that there has been negligence or undue care on the 

part of the Club. It is the responsibility of the officers of the Club, in particular, to ensure that 

all risks to members and public alike are non-existent or have been reduced to the minimum 

level that can be considered reasonable. This is a matter which is so serious that it should be 

included as an item on the clár for the monthly meeting; it is too late to begin discussing risk 

management, safety and security when a solicitor’s letter arrives detailing the claim being 

made. 
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The premium payable by this county which covers all its units was €25,825 as in the previous 

year. It would appear that the amount due for next season will be increased by 20%, if the full 

increase is passed on by the Comhairle Uladh, although it is still hoped that a more equitable 

distribution among all counties could be considered. 

 

The  Property Insurance premium for the year July 2003 to June 2004 will remain the same as 

last year at €41,300 for Tír Eoghain and it is anticipated that there will be a reduction in the 

excess on all claims, which should be most welcome to all, and particularly the smaller Clubs. 

 

 

BUÍOCHAS 

 

In this historic and hectic year when so much was achieved by so many, associated with our 

games, our physical developments and our fund-raising, it is important to acknowledge and pay 

tribute to all who have made a contribution, whether it be large or smaller. In addition to the 

special or extraordinary occasions, functions, and events there were of course all the usual 

duties and commitments to be attended to; none of these were overlooked or set aside in 2003. 

 

I commence by offering sincere gratitude to County Chairman Liam Mac Niallais for his 

leadership of the Association in Tír Eoghain, for his relentless drive and determination, and for 

the massive amount of work which he dealt with; also, I thank him for his personal assistance, 

co-operation and advice continuously during the past year. 

 

Again, I express sincere appreciation to Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil, the Assistant Secretary, 

for the major contribution he makes to so many aspects of the administrative affairs of the GAA 

and in particular, for the highly-demanding role he fulfilled in such admirable fashion as liaison 

officer with the senior football team in 2003. 

 

I thank Séamas Mac Domhnaill, who as County Treasurer chaired the Finance sub-committee, 

and has ultimate responsibility for preparing budgets, and controlling and accounting for the 

spending of Tír Eoghain GAA, in a year of massive turnover. 

 

As ever, I am grateful to my fellow officers on an Coiste Bainistí and to the members of the 

sub-committees which they chair, for the successful running of our affairs throughout the 

course of the year; in particular I thank Paul Doris and Michael Hughes (Referees), Pat Darcy 

and Michael Kerr (GAC), Terry McCann (Coaching), James Treacy and Mark Conway 

(PR/Marketing), Brendan Harkin (Communications), Michael McGoldrick (Youth), Michael 

McCaughey (Culture), Pearse Kilpatrick (IT), Dermot McCaughey (Development), Peter Kerr 

and George Byrne (Hurling Development), Mary Daly (Féile). 

 

Cuthbert Ó Donnaile and Pol Ó Dubhrósa continue to represent the county on the Provincial 

Council and both play a full and active part in all of its affairs; in addition, Pól has fulfilled the 

role of Referees’ Administrator in Tír Eoghain, at Ulster level, and serves on the national 

committee dealing with referees’ issues.  

 

Others from this county who devote their time and energy to the work of national committees of 

the Association are Gerard Bradley (IT), Art McRory (Coaching & Games) and Pat McCartan 

(Bye-laws), all of whom have been recognized for their expertise in these specific areas by the 

Uachtarán, Seán Ó Ceallaigh.. 

 

Séamas Ó Treasaigh achieved one of the highest positions attainable within Cumann Lúthchleas 

Gael at this year’s Congress in Belfast, when he was elected as a Trustee for the Association, 
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and now serves on the Management Committee at national level. I congratulate, sincerely, 

Séamas on his major achievement; it is fitting that a person with his knowledge, talent, 

common-sense and expertise should be given due recognition by members of the Association 

throughout the nation and further afield, as well as in Tír Eoghain. He continues to chair the 

national Sub-committee which considers all Bye-laws in addition to the work undertaken on 

Coiste Bainistí. 

 

I express thanks to the officers of Comhairle Uladh – Seán Ó Raghallaigh and Dónal Ó Murchú 

– for their assistance and support during the year; also, thanks is due to Ciarán Ó Néill and the 

Árd Stiúrthóir, Liam Ó Maolmhichíl in Croke Park and to Seán Ó Ceallaigh for their advice and 

helpfulness in 2003. 

 

In concluding, it is only appropriate that a sincere expression of gratitude is offered to the 

Officers of the Clubs within the county, especially the Secretaries, for their help, co-operation,  

consideration and patience during a very busy year for the clubs, in dealing with all matters of 

administration and particularly in dealing with the collection and distribution of  tickets over a 

prolonged season. 

 

 

COMBHRÓN 

 

Finally we turn our thoughts to those who have suffered bereavements during 2003. We extend 

our sincerest sympathy to all members of the Association who have suffered a loss, to their 

families and to their Clubs. We offer condolences to Seamus McDonald on the death of his 

mother, to John Gill whose mother died also, and to Pat McCartan on the death of his brother in 

a tragic road accident; to Tony Fawl on the loss of his mother and to players, Peter Canavan 

whose father died during the year and Damian McDermott on the death of his mother; and 

finally to the McSorley family on the death of Eugene towards the end of the year. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh n-anamacha 

 

  

 
County Junior Champions – 2003 - Eiscreach 
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AFFILIATED CLUBS  - 2003 

 

 

HURLING (4)  

Carrickmore, Dungannon, Naomh Colmcille, Shamrocks 

 

FOOTBALL 

Senior  (Division 1A) (12) 

Aghyaran, Ardboe, An Charraig Mhór, Clann na nGael, Clonoe, Donaghmore, Dromore, 

Eglish, Errigal Ciaran, Kildress, Killyclogher, Trillick. 

 

Senior (Division 1B)  (12) 

Aghaloo, Coalisland, Cookstown, Dungannon, Edendork, Galbally, Loughmacrory, Moortown, 

Moy, Omagh, Strabane, Rock. 

 

Intermediate  (Division 2)  (12) 

Augher, Brackaville, Clogher, Derrylaughan, Drumquin, Gortin, Greencastle, Killeeshil, 

Killyman, Pomeroy, Tattyreagh, Urney. 

 

Junior  (Division 3)  (12) 

Beragh, Brockagh, Castlederg, Derrytresk, Dregish, Drumragh, E. R. Uí Néill, Eskra, Fintona, 

Glenelly, Newtownstewart, Stewartstown, 
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP   2003 

 

CLUB Members  CLUB Members 

Achadh Lú 115  An Charraig 118 

Achadh Uí Aráin 122  An Chraobh 90 

Ard Bó 177  An Srath Bán 276 

An Eochair 156  An Taite Riabhach 200 

An Bearach 171  Trí Leac 218 

An Bruachaile 154  Urnaí 88 

An Brocach 101  An Charraig Mhór (H) 61 

An Charraig Mhór 263  Dún Geanainn (H) 61 

Caisleán na Deirge 119  Coill an Chlochair (H) 30 

Clann na nGael 124  Na Seamroga (H) 35 

An Clochar 113  Naomh Colmcille (H) 59 

Cluain Eo 142  Total: 7651 

Oileán a'Ghuail 244 

An Cora Criche 151 

Doire Locháin 147 

Doire Treasc 87 

Domhnach Mór 172 

An Dreagais 52 

An Droim Mhór 117 

Droim Caoin 105 

Droim Ratha 92 

Dún Geanainn 130 

Éadan na dTorc 169 

An Eaglais 207 

E. R. Uí Néill 239 

Aireagal Chiaráin 261 

Eascair 184 

Fionntamhnach 116 

An Gallbhaile 209 

Gleann Éallaigh 85 

An Goirtín 162 

An Caisleán Glas 164 

Cill Dreasa 143 

Cill Íseal 208 

Coill an Chlochair 101 

Cill na mBán 93 

Loch Mhic Ruairí 123 

Baile na Móna 141 

An Mhaigh 136 

An Baile Nua 101 

An Ómaigh 244 

Cabhán a'Chaoirtainn 275 
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TUARASCÁLA NA FO-CHOISTI 
 

(SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS) 
 

   

 

   1. Coiste Cultúr    

   2. Coiste na nÓg 

   3. Coiste Oiliúna & Forbartha na gCluichí  

   4. Coiste Chaidreamh Poiblí & Margaíochta 

   5. Coiste na Réiteoirí 

   6. Coiste na Forbartha   

   7. Grúpa Theicneolaíocht an Eolais 

                            8. Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí  

   9. Grúpa Oibre Comhfhreagrais  

                10. Grúpa Oibre Forbartha Iomána  
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Coiste Chultúr agus Gaeilge 
 

Cathaoirleach: Micheál Mac Eochaidh 

 
2003 has been a great year for the GAA in Tyrone. Gaelic football is the main reason the 

organization exists in Tyrone, but it also important to actively promote and support other 

aspects of the GAA. The Culture and Irish committee tries to encourage and preserve our native 

language and pastimes. 

 

An Gaeilge 

Leanann an Coiste Chultúr agus Teanga leis an teangaGaeilge a chur ar aghaidh. Spriagaimíd 

gach Gael chun an teanga dúchais a úsáid ar gach ócáid is féidir. 

Thugamar cuidiú airgid dos na daoine a chuaigh chuig na cúrsaí Gaeilge ins an Gaeltacht an 

samhradh seo caite. 

Ins an mblian seo chugainn leanfaímíd ar aghaidh, i ngach slí is feidir linn, an teanga dúchais a 

chur chun cinn. Beidh an coisde Chultúr agus Gaeilge ar fail do gach club gur mian leo aon rud 

a dhéanamh ar son na Gaeilge. 

 

Scór 

The real emphasis of Scór is club participation. We appreciate the work put in and are 

particularly appreciative of the hard work put in by local Scór coordinators; they deserve our 

support and encouragement. Several Clubs have made the effort to appoint a Cultural officer; 

unfortunately several Clubs have failed to do this. We hope all Clubs will appoint a person who 

has an interest in culture and language at their forthcoming annual general meeting. 

All Gaels who compete in Scór are winners. Let's hope they are encouraged at Club and local 

level. 

 

Scór na nÓg (under 17) 

The winners in the various Scór elements (with runners up in brackets) were:  

Rince Foirne: Derrytresk (Omagh).  

Amhranaiocht Aonair: Nuala Mc Bride, Trillick, (Christina Mc Carron, Aghaloo). Ceol 

Uirlise: Trillick (Donaghmore).  

Aithriseoreacht: Tom Connolly, Naomh Colmcille, (Paul Quinn, Drumragh). 

Bailead Ghrupa: Killyclogher (Aghaloo).  

Nuachleas: Aghaloo (Clogher).  

Rince Seit: Killyclogher (Onagh).  

Trath na gCeisteanna: Carrickmore (Loughmacrory). 

 

 

Scór Sinsear (over 17) 

The Senior Scór winners, with runners-up in brackets were: 

Rince Foirne (Ceile Dancing) : Omagh (Killyclogher). 
Amhránaiocht Aonair (Solo Singing) : Dermot Mc Caughey, Trillick (Michael Coleman, 
Ardboe).  
Ceol Uirlise (Instrumental Music) Naomh Colmcille (Augher).  
Aithriseoreacht (Recitation) : Paul Kelly, Carrickmore (Stephen Garry, Trillick and Seamus 
Mc Quaid, Dromore). 
Bailead Ghrúpa (Ballad Group) : Aghaloo. 
 Nuachleas (Novelty Act) : Augher, (Galbally).  
Rince Seit (Set Dancing) : Killyclogher (Omagh).  
Trath na gCeisteanna (Question Time) : Eglish (Omagh and Trillick). 



 46 

 

 
The Omagh Ceili dancing team – Tyrone & Ulster Champions in Senior Scór. 

 

 

 
 

Paul Kelly, Carrickmore – Tyrone & Ulster Champion in the Senior Scór Recitation  
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Coiste na nÓg 

 
Cathaoirleach: Micheál Mac Gualraic 

 

As my first year as Cathaoirleach Coiste na nÓg draws to a close, I wish to thank most 

sincerely the members of my sub-committee namely Mary Daly, Matt Treacy, Paddy 0’Brien, 

John Gill and Jerome McElroy.  Their help and advice certainly made my job much easier. 

 

Our committee’s main objectives were as follows: 

➢ To organize and co-ordinate the All County Under 10 Blitzes 

➢ Ensure that the Youth Registration scheme was kept up to date 

 

The Under-10 Blitzes took place during the months of July and August on Saturday mornings.  

I wish to thank the Clubs who made their facilities available for the games, all the Clubs who 

took part and the referees who so willingly gave of their time.  It was evident that all the 

children who took part thoroughly enjoyed themselves and they were certainly great 

ambassadors for their Clubs. 

 

At the end of what has proved to be a memorable year for football in Tyrone, I would like to 

congratulate our U-18 and U-21 teams on their achievements.  Both teams won their respective 

Ulster Championship titles and the U-21s reached the All Ireland Final where they were 

defeated by a strong Dublin side. 

 

Vocational schools football continues to go from strength to strength.  Holy Trinity College, 

Cookstown won the Ulster Title at U-18 level.  St Ciaran’s High School, Ballygawley won 

Ulster Titles at both U14 and U16 level and the U16s went on to win the All-Ireland Title.   

Congratulations to both teams on their achievements. 

 

Once again the successes of our County and Schools football teams reflect the skill and 

dedication of the coaches who continue to provide the highest standards of leadership to our 

young people 

 

The Ulster Centenary Féile took place on July 5.  I would like to thank the Clubs who took part.  

I wish to thank also the Clubs who hosted the games.  The Ulster Council delegates who visited 

the various grounds were very impressed with the facilities available.  I wish to thank the 

people who provided refreshments for the visitors.  It was very much appreciated.  Thanks also 

to the referees and other match officials who ensured the smooth running of the games. 

 

The parade in Carrickmore was a magnificent spectacle.  In a carnival atmosphere 98 teams 

together with 10 bands marched along the main street and on to the football field.  Each team 

had its own colourful banner.  It was obvious that the participating Clubs had put a lot of time 

and effort into their preparations.  At the football field each team Captain was presented with an 

Ulster Centenary Medal.  

 

My sincere thanks go to the Féile Committee who worked tirelessly for months beforehand to 

ensure that everything went smoothly on the day.  Thanks also to the Carrickmore Club for 

their hospitality and the use of their facilities. 

 

Tyrone will host the All-Ireland Féile in June 2004.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish our Clubs every success and I am sure that the players will have an enjoyable experience. 
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Youth football within the County is currently very strong and will surely continue to flourish 

with the enthusiasm generated by the winning of the All Ireland title by our Senior team. 

 

On a more worrying note the prevalence of alcohol and drugs in our society generally continues 

to be relevant for those people who are closely associated with underage teams.  Alcohol is 

readily available to young people and while team mentors and trainers cannot prevent players 

accessing it, every effort should be made to discourage its consumption particularly in the area 

of post-match celebrations. 

 

On a final note, I wish to express my gratitude to the parents who provide such enthusiastic 

support and encouragement to our young players.  My position as Youth Officer has afforded 

me the opportunity of attending numerous games through the County and I have been most 

impressed by the tremendous support provided by parents to our young players.  The parents 

represent a vital element in the ongoing development of our games.  

 

 

 

Coiste Oiliúna & Forbartha na gCluichí 
 

Cathaoirleach: Toirealach Mac Cana  

 

The Coaching and Games committee was made up of  members representing schools, referees 

and youth and was chaired by the Coaching Officer, Terry Mc Cann. Most of the work carried 

out by the coaching committee involved contact with individuals not formally aligned to any 

particular sub-committee, and formal meetings were kept to a minimum. 

 

Coach Education Programmes 

Foundation coaching courses for football coaches were organised in clubs, schools and 

colleges. 

Two Level One football courses were run during the year. One course took place in 

Carrickmore and the second course took place in November in Galbally. 

Two Level 2 courses took place over a weekend in Loughry College and applicants were 

selected by the Coaching Officer in the county.  

Roger Keenan (Gortin) and Kieran Devlin (Ardboe) are putting into practice the training they 

received as strength and conditioning coaches with development squads and it is intended that 

their knowledge should be tapped into by all county teams from development squads up to the 

senior team. They have also a role to play educating club coaches. Enda Kilpatrick, Terry Mc 

Cann, Ciaran Mc Laughlin, Audie Kelly , Barry Taggert and Roger Keenan all attended the 

Ulster Coaching Conference in October in Loughry. 

Coaches working with development squads attended courses relating to lifestyle management, 

nutrition and player burn out. A goalkeeping skills course was held in Galbally during the pre-

playing season. 

 

Games Promotion Officers (G.P.O) 

In July 2003 the county employed 4 new coaches on an 11-month contract. They are Claire 

Devlin, Fergal Mc Cann, Ryan Daly and Declan Hughes. To oversee their work in schools and 

clubs a full time appointment of a Coaching Coordinator was made. Roger Keenan took up his 

post on November 1st 2003. This means that almost all the 80 schools that are visited will 

receive coaching once a week every week throughout the school year. Some of the schools have 

no indoor facilities, so where possible clubs should try to organise use of an adjacent parochial 

hall and transport to and from same. During half time in N.F.L. games all primary schools got 
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the chance to nominate a boy and a girl to play in the mini games. Thanks to Pat Mc Givern for 

his assistance in organising those games. The sterling work of our previous G.P.O.s , Tomas 

Colton and Barry O’ Neill can not go unmentioned. 

 

Summer Camps 

There was an increase in the number of clubs willing to host camps to 25. In excess of 1800 

children attended the camps which were a big increase on the previous years. Enda Kilpatrick 

was a great help to the GPOs and myself organising and running the camps. We catered for 46 

children at the mini-games during the county final programme. This year Dublin summer camps 

brought 48 children to Augher to play against their Tyrone counterparts in football, hurling and 

ladies football. Sincere thanks to Gerard O’Connor, our former employee for all his help. The 

summer camps were sponsored by O’Neills sportswear who supplied the T-shirts. Kieran 

Kennedy was extremely helpful in organising this sponsorship. We are currently looking at  

revamping the camps .It is increasingly difficult to get senior intercounty players to work at the 

camps and this year we owe a huge debt of thanks to Ciaran Gourley, Cormac Mc Anallen and 

Peter Canavan for their efforts. 

 

Development Squads 

We had U15 and U16 football squads this year. Audie  Kelly, Cathal Mc Anenly, Peter Bayne 

and Ray Munroe were working with the U16 group of  players. 

The U16 squad had a very successful year winning the Buncrana Cup. Enda Kilpatrick, Roger 

Keenan, Ciaran Mc Laughlin and Shay Mc Keown were the mentors involved with the U15 

squad. There were numerous challenge games played by both squads against teams from Ulster, 

Leinster and Connacht. The U15 squad stayed overnight in Meath during July. The stay 

involved talks on nutritional advice and lifestyle management as well as games against Meath 

and Dublin. 

It is obvious that there are a lot of talented and committed underage gaelic footballers in Tyrone 

and there are experienced, capable coaches willing to work voluntarily with them. There has 

been better treatment of the squads and their mentors this year but  there still remains a need for 

formal links between coaches involved with development squads and the management teams of 

all other county teams particularly the minor management. A detailed breakdown of the planned 

youth fixtures for a year in early January would be helpful as a meaningful coaching 

programme could be planned for development squads and to avoid confusion over 

postponements as happened this year. 

 

Annual Budget 

This year through grant applications and proposed “development” programmes in excess of 

€50,000  has come into the county to be spent on developing young players. These monies need 

to be kept in a separate account so that we can plan for next year. In short each squad needs to 

have an allocated budget to work to and the coaches would then plan coaching and games 

accordingly and produce a development plan for approval from the Management Committee. 

We cannot afford to be complacent about the future of gaelic games as other sports are 

following our lead and organising youth competitions. It is essential that we continue to use 

every opportunity to promote the work we do in schools so I will be proposing that a camera is 

available for the use of our GPOs. 

 

Buiochas 

I would like to thank all the parents, teachers and coaches who have helped encourage the 

thousands of boys and girls to play gaelic games this year. Thanks are also extended to all those 

named above for their continuing good work The hospitality shown to the coaches by the clubs 

hosting summer camps is first class and warrants a special thanks. Special   congratulations to 
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the Tyrone senior football team and management on their marvellous achievements. This has 

made our task of games promotion easier and appear even more worthwhile. 

 

 

Coiste Chaidreamh Poiblí & Margaíochta  
 
Cathaoirleach:  S Ó Treasaigh 

 

As has been the case since 2001, the Committee’s main focus this year was on managing and 

developing Club Tyrone. And just as 2003 turned out to be hugely successful for Tyrone on the 

field, so too has it turned out for Club Tyrone. 

During the year the Committee held 15 formal meetings. In addition other events managed by 

or undertaken on behalf of Club Tyrone were: 

▪ Visits and presentations re Club Tyrone to 28 separate Clubs 

▪ 2 Club Tyrone members’ events in Cookstown, one in May and one in September 

▪ a Ceili in Belfast (raising over £3,100) 

▪ 2 Golf Classics, in Cookstown and Omagh (raising £12,000) 

▪ 5 recruitment events for Club Tyrone in Garvaghey, Omagh, Belfast, Strabane and 

Cookstown (which brought in almost 90 new members)  

▪ a Gala Dinner in Armagh in August (raising in excess of £80,000) 

 

The growth of Club Tyrone continues to be phenomenal. At the end of 2001 it had 24 members; 

at the end of 2002 membership had grown to 234; and at the end of 2003 it stands at 370. That 

level of membership will generate £185,000 per annum for the development of the GAA at 

county level in Tyrone. If we all continue to work hard, Club Tyrone has the potential and 

strength to raise £250,000 year-on-year for Tyrone. 

 

Another key feature of 2003 was the huge surge in the GAA Club membership of Club Tyrone. 

The whole-hearted support of Tyrone’s Clubs is greatly appreciated and is a huge selling point 

when we try promote Club Tyrone to other potential members. 

 

I am very grateful to all those people who helped make 2003 such a good year for Club Tyrone 

– and who thereby contributed greatly to Tyrone’s on-the-field triumphs during thr year. It is a 

privilege to acknowledge our members’ unstinting generosity. I also want to thank the 

Committee members who are listed in the Appendix 1. In terms of formal meetings and events 

alone there was, on average one evening / night a week throughout the year spent ‘out-of-the-

house’ on Club Tyrone business. That hard work is what makes Club Tyrone the success it is. 

As well as our Committee members I want to thank Charlie Monaghan and his colleagues for 

their now annual Golf Classics. Finally, on behalf of our Committee, can I congratulate and 

thank everyone involved across the Tyrone GAA family in what was an historic year for us all. 

 

 

Coiste na Réiteoirí 

 
Rúnaí: Micheál Ó hAodha 

 

As with our county teams, the results of sound internal structures over many years bore fruit on 

the national scene this year when Michael Hughes was appointed to the All Ireland Minor 

Football Final replay in addition to his earlier appointment in the season to the National 

Football League Division 2 final. Performances in both games met with very favourable 
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reactions and it is a tribute to the Referee’s Administration Committees of the past and present 

that such honours can be obtained at National level by our referees. 

 

The Role of the Committee: 

This committee is tasked with carrying out duties over the following areas; recruitment, 

training, assessment, classification and counselling of referees.  

 

Recruitment: 

Seven people made themselves available for a series of seminars, fitness test and exam and it is 

pleasing to report that six of the new recruits have been officiating consistently over the year. 

History was made in Tyrone during this new recruitment drive as the County is now able to 

appoint the first female referee to take charge of games under the control of the GAC. This is a 

welcome step forward but it is disappointing to note that a former county player saw fit to 

question her ability to officiate at our games. We should be encouraging people to take up 

refereeing and for many now is the time for people either to put up or shut up. 

 

Towards the end of the year the Committee examined in some detail the numbers of referees 

available for appointment. This examination made for some startling findings with 6 clubs 

currently supplying no-one to the refereeing panel, 28 clubs have not supplied a new referee for 

training and subsequent appointment to adult games within the past 5 years with 12 of these 

clubs not supplying a new referee for the past 10 years. As a consequence the Committee has 

made a series of recommendations to Coiste Banisti on possible sanctions against such clubs in 

an effort to ensure recruitment levels meet the ever increasing demands that are made on 

referee’s time and commitment.  

 

Training: 

The planned training programme adopted by the Committee at the start of the year became a 

casualty of the success enjoyed by the County Senior team and the adventures of the minor 

team as they took the replay route to the Ulster Final. Given the year that it was, such 

disruptions are unavoidable and understandable but there now has to be an agreement made 

with the GAC around the availability of two free Sundays in the year which will allow the 

Committee to bring in all the referees for training and critical reflection on performance.  

  

Assessment: 

Assessment has made significant progress during the past season. More assessments than ever 

have been conducted as the number of assessors increased. Scrutinising assessment reports is 

now a major part of the Committee’s monthly meetings and it is pleasing to report that the 

greater percentage of the assessments conducted were good or very good.  

However there is no room to be complacent and to make the assessment process even more 

meaningful for referees a more structured training programme for assessors needs to be put in 

place.  

Despite the early opposition and disquiet surrounding assessments it should be noted that 

assessments are now demanded by referees and the majority of queries from referees 

concerning assessments is the length of time since they had their last one. 

On behalf of all the referees in the county and the Committee, I would like to pay a tribute to all 

the assessors within the county for their contribution to the improvement of refereeing 

standards within the county. 

 

Classification: 

Classification is based on performances in the written and physical tests, assessments and 

refereeing experience. It is pleasing to note that appointments to games were based on the most 

part within the classification bands agreed. Any appointments made outside of the bands were 



 52 

done so out of necessity to ensure games were played. This improvement is welcome and I 

thank the appointment’s committee of the GAC for adhering where possible to the Committee’s 

classification structure. 

 

Counselling: 

As always counselling is a very delicate and at times difficult process. Within the county during 

the past year a number of counselling sessions were held most of these outside of structured 

monthly meetings. It should be noted that for the most part these sessions were not due to poor 

performances but the aftermath of very hurtful, distressful and totally unacceptable match 

reports contained within club notes. To see your character, honesty and ability called into 

question in a very public manner is hurtful and distressful not only to the referee but also the 

referee’s family.  

There were too many occasions this year when referees considered their future due to such 

reports and comments. In such cases it is to the credit of the Committee’s counselling process, 

that for the most part referees who have considered quitting have re-considered and with the 

support of the Committee are back in an active capacity. Clubs need to be reminded of their 

responsibilities with regards to the protection of referees and this does not end when the referee 

leaves the ground. What appears in print format is also the responsibility of clubs and as some 

clubs found to their cost during the past season this Committee will not allow referees to be 

humiliated, their honesty and integrity questioned through the mechanism of club notes. 

  

Inter County: 

In beginning this report with the appointments to National finals of Michael Hughes all our 

inter-county referees continued to make progress during the season. In football Martin 

Kolbohm was appointed to referee the European Finals in the Hague in addition to officiating at 

National Football League and Senior Championship Levels. Eugene McConnell and Martin 

Sludden continue to make good progress at provincial level and both have been appointed to 

officiate at NFL games throughout the season. 

In hurling our three inter-county referees continue to make progress and it is to their credit that 

all of them, primarily football referees, have been appointed to games both at national and 

provincial levels, with John Devlin appointed to referee the Ulster Special Minor Championship 

final. 

As stated before all these appointments are the result of sound refereeing structures within the 

county and should act as an incentive to new referees who are ambitious and committed to 

moving beyond the confines of the county and making a mark at a higher level. The 

opportunities are there but you will not get there unless you work at it. 

 

Referees’ Reports: 

Significant progress has been made on reports from referees both in terms of quality of 

reporting and in the number of reports returned. However there are few issues, specifically in 

the way some reports are worded. This is an annual issue as appeals against suspension are 

made where wording is not explicit enough. Thankfully the number of such appeals are now 

very few indeed and it seems that the messages to referees to use the recommended wording 

when reporting offences is beginning to bear fruit. 

 

Buiochas: 

On behalf of the Tyrone Referees Administration Committee I wish to thank members of Coiste 

Banisti and in particular, Liam Nelis, Dominic McCaughey Seamus McDonald and Frank 

Campbell for their assistance throughout the year. A special thanks to Dominic McCaughey for 

his continued efforts to ensure that referees were looked after in terms of tickets for various 

games in the Ulster and All-Ireland series and in particular the All-Ireland Final 
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Thanks also to the officers of the GAC for their continued support and understanding. Without 

such support especially in the area dealing with indiscipline, referee morale and commitment 

would be tested to the full. 

I pay special tribute to Paul Doris, County Co-ordinator for his efforts towards refereeing. Paul 

has been a major contributor in improving the lot of referees both inside and outside of the 

county but will only do so when referees earn what they deserve and this is the way it should 

be. 

Thanks also to the staff of the various venues in which we held our meetings, seminars and 

functions, Paudge Quinn’s, The Old Charm Inn, and Kellys Inn, particularly when notice was 

short. 

To the members of the Committee a special word of thanks. The members Patsy Taggart, 

Johnny Dooher, Shane Corr, P. Joe McDermott and Sean Ruddy gave sterling service, and their 

dedication, sound advice and support were very welcome and appreciated by me during the 

2003 season. 

However yet again, the biggest vote of thanks must go to the referees within the county, who 

once again have shown tremendous dedication to this Association, often at the expense of 

family life on most Sundays of the year. When you realise that referees are rarely the cause of a 

team getting beat but are usually the excuse a club makes for getting beat I am amazed that so 

many referees continue to carry out this very important function. To your families many of who 

will have suffered huge inconveniences and distress my sincere apologies.  

Finally we cannot forget members who in any way suffered bereavement in the past year. On 

behalf of the Committee I extend sincere condolences. 

 

 

COISTE FORBARTHA 
 

Cathaoirleach: Diarmaid Mac Eochaidh  

 

Child Protection Awareness Workshops 

During the past year every club in Tír Eoghain has been given the opportunity to participate in 

accredited workshops provided by qualified tutors.  These workshops are essential for coaches, 

administrators and anyone who comes into contact with children in our clubs.  The workshops 

form an integral part of any child protection code/policy.  They provide protection for child, 

coach and club.  Unique to Tír Eoghain our qualified tutors (Dónal Magee, Enda Kilpatrick, Pat 

Darcy, Terry McCann and Dermot McCaughey) provide these courses free of charge.  We are 

grateful to the clubs who have hosted workshops to date for their facilities and hospitality.   

 

The key areas covered in the workshops are: 

 (I)  Good Practice in Coaching 

Entitlements of children.  Behaviour of coaches. 

 (II)  Types of Abuse 

Physical, emotional and sexual abuse.  Bullying and neglect.  These five types of abuse are 

defined and discussed. 

 (III)  Recognising Signs of Abuse 

The physical and behavioural signs of abuse are outlined and it is pointed out that abuse is a 

possibility, it can happen. 

 (IV)  Recording Signs of Abuse 

Correct procedure for recording signs of abuse are outlined. 

 (V)  Disclosure 

It is clearly and simply explained how one deals with disclosure, i.e. a child comes forward and 

discloses alleged child abuse. 

 (VI)  Reporting and G.A.A. policy 
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Correct reporting procedure is outlined.  The G.A.A.’s policy contained in  “Guidelines for 

Dealing with Allegations of Abuse” (Cumann Lúthchleas Gael, March 2001) is discussed and 

explained as is the “Code of Best Practice for Youth Sport - guidelines for team mentors and 

officials” (An Cumann Lúthchleas Gael, December 2002).  The roles of club officials, 

particularly club chairpersons as designated persons is also outlined. 

 

The importance of these workshops cannot be underestimated.  Clubs with new coaches and 

officials who wish to avail of these workshops should contact Dermot McCaughey to arrange 

same.  It should be noted that as well as the importance of these workshops with regard to 

protection they will become necessary if a club is to avail fully of funding for future 

development.  There have been teething problems with issue of certificates of attendance from 

Comhairle Uladh but we are assured that these officially recognised certificates will arrive.   

 

Clubs’ Development 

Tír Eoghain clubs have been extremely busy in the past year with developing facilities for our 

members.  We applaud the efforts of voluntary members who devout endless energy to 

improving our facilities.  One club, Fintona Pearses, deserves special mention for its success in 

winning the Ulster Council centenary award, following on from their Provincial success in 

Millennium year.  We urge all clubs who are carrying out work or considering development to 

contact our committee to discuss plans.  We will help wherever possible and the assistance and 

expertise of Liam Nelis is greatly appreciated.   

 

Title Deeds and Declarations of Trust   

Title Deeds are legal documents, prepared by a solicitor to denote the legal owners of land and 

property thereon.  These owners are the trustees on the Title Deeds registered with the Land 

Registry. 

Declarations of Trust are also drawn up by solicitors and regarding G.A.A. property are a 

requirement of the Official Guide.  They include trustees who are appointed to ensure that 

G.A.A. property is only used in accordance with the aims and objectives of the G.A.A.  It is 

Declarations of Trust that are required to accompany applications for grants from the Ulster and 

Central Councils. 

 

Future Developments 

Development of G.A.A. facilities continues as we enter Tír Eoghain’s Centenary year.  A 

feature of some fixtures towards the end of 2003 was the introduction of floodlit fixtures at 

adult and underage levels.  This is an exciting development and offers a less stressful route for 

players to fulfil fixtures.  Our committee will report to the County Committee on development 

of such facilities with respect to feasibility and practicality.  Nollaig shona daoibh go léir.   

 

 

Grúpa Theicneolaíocht an Eolais 
 

Cathaoirleach: Piarais Mac Giolla Phádraig 

 

The new IT group consisting of myself and Richard Thornton was appointed in February and 

we are grateful to Gerard Bradley the previous Chairman of the group for his work in 

establishing email addresses and arranging training in the use of email for all clubs, which took 

place in the early part of the year. 

The main focus of the Group this year was the County Board Website. With the invaluable help 

of Gerard Bradley we obtained access to the source code of the Website. It was discovered that 

parts of the previous site were privately hosted and we had no means of updating it so we 

decided to host the website on the existing BT server (www.tyronegaa.com). Unfortunately due 

http://www.tyronegaa.com/
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to technical limitations of the service we could not simply relocate the site so we were forced to 

substantially rewrite it. 

Given the manpower and time constraints we decided on a very simple central information pool 

approach and our aims this year were to  

• Establish the website 

• Provide information to the visiting Ulster Féile teams 

• Provide reliable fixtures information 

• Provide fast accurate results. 

 

With the help of Liam Nelis Chairman of the county board and Damian Harvey who 

subsequently joined the group we succeeded in meeting our first two objectives, and with the 

continued co-operation of Brian Hackett and Michael Kerr of the GAC we continue to meet the 

last two of our objectives. Indeed as shown in Figure 1. the usage of the website continues to 

grow and it provides us with an invaluable means of communicating with our members. 
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Fig 1. 

The main challenge ahead for the group remains to equip the other sub-committees with fast 

accurate means of providing information to our membership and the general public. This can be 

achieved with greater use of the existing email facilities and with extended use of the internet 

for publishing information. Indeed it is hoped that the existing Fixtures and Results system can 

be expanded and extended to Youth, Hurling and Handball, an Intercounty Teams section can 

be added, and that the email system can become the primary means of transferring information 

to and from sub-committees and the various club secretaries. 

 

 

Coiste Riaracháin Na gCluichí 

 
Cathaoirleach: Pádraig O Dorchái 

      

One of the objectives for Coiste Riarachain Na gCluichi in 2003 was to implement the new 22 

game league programme to provide regular football for the greatest possible number of players 

in adult football.  The objective also had to facilitate county managers in their preparation of 

teams for inter-county fixtures.  To achieve this objective required the co-operation of clubs to 

adhere to the fixture lists drawn up by Coiste Riaracháin Na gCluichí.  Notwithstanding some 

hiccups the outcome demonstrated that with proper planning and goodwill, club and county 

football can coexist.  All our league fixtures were completed as scheduled and, with the 

exception of Derrylaughan’s runaway lead in division two, the other leagues remained 

competitive and exciting down to the wire in terms of promotions and relegations. 
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On the debit side some clubs with county players experienced fixture congestion which 

required back to back Saturday/Sunday games in order to complete league programmes by the 

end of November.  The playing of some fixtures under floodlights helped in this respect.  

Nevertheless, it is important to review the first year of the new league structure including 

feedback from clubs.  To this end a small working group has been set up under the leadership of 

Cathal Daly of Eglish to undertake a review of the 22 league system.  This group will have a 

representative from a club in each of the four divisions.  The group has been mandated to 

prepare a paper for discussion with the County Committee and clubs early in 2004. 

 

The club championships of 2003 ran smoothly during the year and were completed on schedule.  

There were a number of exciting fixtures in all three club championships played, in front of 

good attendances.  The highlights of our championship year were the historic first time wins by 

Killyclogher and Eskra. 

 

As usual our youth fixtures provided a comprehensive range of competitions across all age 

groups.  The commitment of clubs to youth football was excellent and it is an indication of their 

efforts in developing youth players to strengthen the future success of clubs. 

 

Regarding the position of hurling concerns remain at the difficulties in providing competitive 

fixtures at senior and youth level due to the small number of clubs taking part.  This is a serious 

issue which must remain high on the agenda for Coiste Riaracháin Na gCluichí and the County 

Committee.  Despite these shortcomings, however, the senior hurling final was played at a high 

standard by two strong hurling clubs.  The shortage of hurling referees is another worrying 

trend which needs to be reversed in future years. 

 

There were no major disciplinary issues during the year.  However, the disciplinary points table 

contained elsewhere in this year’s annual report show that some clubs do have poor disciplinary 

records.  It is the responsibility of clubs to reflect on their disciplinary record and deal with the 

causes of discipline within their various club teams.  If the disciplinary tables are to be of value, 

clubs with persistent poor records should have sanctions imposed on them.  This is a matter 

which requires further attention. 

 

In conclusion I thank all our referees for their commitment and hard work throughout the year.  

I also thank the various hardworking members of Coiste Riaracháin Na gCluichí.  In particular 

Donal Magee, co-ordinator of championship games, Tony Fawl, hurling fixtures, Brian Hackett, 

adult football fixtures, John Gill and Eugene McConnell, youth fixtures, P.J. McDermott and 

Seamus McGale, appointment of referees, Paul Doris, referees co-ordinator, Michael Kerr, 

Coiste Riarachain Na gCluichi secretary and Cathal Daly, referees reports and discipline. 
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SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 2003  

 

Date  Venue   

Preliminary Round  

30/05  Edendork  Cookstown  0-10  Errigal Ciaran  0-14 

30/05  Edendork  Ardboe    2-12  Coalisland  3-06 

31/05  Dungannon  Donaghmore  2-15 Galbally   1-08 

31/05  Augher   Moy    1-11  Strabane   1-09 

01/06  Carrickmore Clonoe    1-07  Killyclogher   1-09 

01/06  Carrickmore  Aghyaran   0-12  Moortown   1-06 

01/06  Pomeroy Dungannon   1-11  Aghaloo   1-10 

01/06  Pomeroy  Edendork   0-11  An Charraig Mhor  2-05 

17/06  Pomeroy REPLAY Edendork   0-11  An Charraig Mhor   3-09 

 

First Round  

20/06  Dungannon  Kildress   0-09  Moy    0-06 

20/06  Dungannon  Errigal Ciaran  2-16  Eglish    1-06 

21/06  Carrickmore  Killyclogher   3-14  Rock    1-04 

21/06  Carrickmore  Dromore   0-10  Loughmacrory   0-07 

22/06  Pomeroy  Donaghmore  2-12  Trillick    0-14 

22/06  Pomeroy  Clan na Gael  1-13  Ardboe    2-11 

22/06  Augher  Omagh    2-07  Dungannon   2-11 

22/06  Augher   Aghyaran   0-11  An Charraig Mhor   3-11 

 

Quarter-Finals  

29/08 Dungannon  An Charraig Mhor  2-09  Ardboe    2-12 

29/08 Dunmoyle  Dromore   1-09  Dungannon   0-06 

29/08 Dunmoyle  Killyclogher   3-12  Kildress   1-10 

29/08 Carrickmore  Donaghmore   0-08  Errigal Ciaran   2-11 

 

Semi-Finals  

12/10 Omagh   Dromore   0-08  Killyclogher  0-10 

12/10 Edendork  Errigal Ciaran   1-11  Ardboe   0-08 

 

FINAL  

19/10 Omagh   Killyclogher   2-06 Errigal Ciaran   1-07 

 

INTERMEDIATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 2003  

 

Date  Venue   
Preliminary Round  

31/05  Augher   Killeeshil   2-12  Drumquin   1-12 

06/06  Newtownstewart  Urney    0-11  Tattyreagh   2-10 

08/06  Carrickmore  Greencastle   0-09  Gortin    1-12 

08/06  Dunmoyle  Augher    0-11  Clogher   0-12 

 

Quarter-Finals  

08/08 Edendork  Killeeshil   1-08  Brackaville   2-07 

06/07 Coalisland  Derrylaughan   1-07  Gortin    1-08 

04/07 Fintona   Tattyreagh   1-07  Clogher   0-09 

06/07 Coalisland  Pomeroy   2-12  Killyman   0-12 

 

Semi-Finals  

22/08 Carrickmore  Gortin    2-15  Tattyreagh  0-06 

26/08 Dungannon  Pomeroy   4-16   Brackaville   1-05 
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FINAL  

21/09 Dunmoyle  Gortin    1-16   Pomeroy   0-09 

 

 

JUNIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 2003  

    
Preliminary Round  

08/06 Donaghmore  Drumragh   0-11  Derrytresk   1-08 

08/06 Carrickmore  Castlederg   1-10  Glenelly   0-06 

08/06 Dunmoyle  Stewartstown  0-06  Beragh    1-07 

0/806 Donaghmore  Dregish   3-15  Brockagh  0-09 

19/06 Clogher    REPLAY  Drumragh   1-08  Derrytresk   0-06 

 

Quarter-Finals  

04/07 Fintona   Drumragh   0-07  Dregish   0-08 

06/07 Eskra   Beragh    1-09  Fintona   0-12 

08/08 Strabane  Eskra   1-11  E.R O'Neills   0-07 

10/08 Fintona   Newtownstewart  1-07  Castlederg   0-10 

 

10/07 Eskra REPLAY  Beragh    0-14  Fintona   1-12 

26/08 Strabane REPLAY  Newtownstewart  0-15  Castlederg   0-05 

 

Semi-finals  

22/08 Clogher   Eskra    2-08  Fintona   0-09 

22/08 Strabane   Dregish   0-09  Newtownstewart  2-04 

 

FINAL  

12/10 Omagh   Eskra    0-08  Newtownstewart  0-07 
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SENIOR RESERVE KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION 2003  
 

DATE    

Preliminary Round  

07/06    Cookstown   0-02  Errigal Ciaran   2-10 

05/06    Donaghmore   0-10  Galbally   2-08 

07/06    Clonoe    1-11  Killyclogher  0-08 

07/06    Dungannon   0-13  Aghaloo   0-06 

07/06    Aghyaran   3-10  Moortown   1-06 

07/06    Ardboe    1-10  Coalisland   0-12 

07/06    Edendork   3-08  An Charraig Mhor  2-12 

07/06    Moy    2-08  Strabane   1-05 

 

First Round  

11/07    Galbally   2-07 Trillick    0-11 

11/07    Dromore   0-09  Loughmacrory   1-07 

03/07    Errigal Ciaran   3-10 Eglish   0-04 

11/07   Kildress   3-08 Moy    0-07 

06/07    Clan na Gael   0-17 Ardboe    2-13 

11/07    Aghyaran   0-06 An Charraig Mhor  1-09 

06/07   Clonoe    W/O  Rock    D/F 

06/07    Omagh    2-18 Dungannon   2-11 

 

Quarter-Finals  

25/07    Galbally   0-09  Loughmacrory   2-05 

25/07    Errigal Ciaran   1-16  Kildress   0-11 

25/ 07    Ardboe    0-08 An Charraig Mhor   1-11 

25/07    Clonoe    3-07 Omagh    2-07 

 

Semi-Finals  

 

01/08 Fintona   Loughmacrory   1-02  Errigal Ciaran   2-10 

01/08 Dungannon  An Charraig Mhor  0-10 Clonoe    0-09 

 

FINAL  

10/08 Fintona   Errigal Ciaran   0-13  An Charraig Mhor  2-05 
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INTERMEDIATE RESERVE KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION 2003  
 

DATE    

 

Preliminary Round  

07/06    Killeeshil   1-09  Drumquin   2-07 

14/06    Augher    1-10  Clogher   3-05 

15/06    Greencastle  0-09  Gortin    0-11 

27/06    Urney    3-10  Tattyreagh   0-06 

 

Quarter-Finals  

15/08    Drumquin   1-08  Brackaville   1-04 

09/07    Derrylaughan   0-06  Gortin    0-03 

11/07    Urney    0-08  Clogher   0-07 

11/07    Pomeroy   5-09  Killyman   1-11 

 

Semi-Finals  

22/08 Killeeshil  Drumquin   1-08  Derrylaughan   0-07 

30/08 Greencastle  Urney    2-05  Pomeroy   2-16 

 

FINAL  

05/09 Greencastle  Drumquin   1-09  Pomeroy   2-06 

13/09 Greencastle   Drumquin   1-07  Pomeroy  0-04 

 

 

JUNIOR RESERVE KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION 2003  

 

Preliminary Round  

14/06    Castlederg   4-11 Glenelly   3-09 

14/06    Drumragh   1-13 Derrytresk   0-04 

14/06    Stewartstown   0-13 Beragh    0-15 

14/06    Dregish   1-10 Brockagh   0-14 

 

Quarter-Finals  

11/07    Drumragh   1-11  Brockagh   1-10 

16/08    Eskra    0-10  E.R.O'Neills   1-06 

15/08    Newtownstewart  2-09  Castlederg   1-11 

11/07    Beragh    0-09 Fintona   2-05 

 

Semi-Finals  

30/08 Dromore   Drumragh   0-07  Eskra    2-07 

30/08 Drumquin  Newtownstewart  0-10  Fintona   3-09 

 

FINAL  

09/09 Augher   Fintona   2-06  Eskra    2-06 

20/09 Augher REPLAY  Fintona   2-03  Eskra    0-08 
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GRADE 1 U-21 KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION 2003  

 
First Round  

22/07    Dromore   1-09  Carrickmore   0-13 

22/07    Kildress   0-08  Cookstown   0-14 

22/07    Loughmacrory   0-10  Coalisland   0-06 

22/07    Dungannon   1-06  Aghyaran   2-11 

22/07    Ardboe    W/O  Donaghmore   D/F 

22/07    Omagh    4-19  Trillick    1-11 

22/07    Clonoe    1-09  Killeeshil   4-05 

22/07    Errigal Ciaran   0-11  Killyclogher   0-09 

   

Quater-Finals  

29/07    Carrickmore   1-09  Cookstown   2-08 

29/07    Loughmacrory   0-13  Aghyaran   0-08 

29/07    Ardboe    2-09  Omagh    2-12 

29/07    Kileeshil   0-06  Errigal Ciaran   0-09 

 

Semi-Finals    

05/08 Pomeroy   Cookstown   1-09  Loughmacrory   1-11 

05/08 Fintona   Omagh    0-07  Errigal Ciaran   0-10 

 

FINAL  

12/08 Fintona   Loughmacrory   3-08  Errigal Ciaran   1-11 

 

 

GRADE 2  U-21 KNOCK-OUT COMPETITION 2003  
Preliminary Round  

22/07    Castlederg   1-08  Aghaloo   1-09 

22/07    Naomh Mhuir e  1-09  Brockagh   0-10 

22/07    Brackaville   0-10  Beragh    0-07 

22/07    Clogher   2-14  Drumragh   0-10 

 

First Round  

22/07    Eglish    1-08  Derrylaughan   0-12 

22/07    Drumquin   1-13  Augher    1-13 

29/07    Eskra    0-16  Fintona   0-04 

29/07    Clogher   1-11  Greencastle   0-11 

29/07    Brckaville   0-05  Moortown   1-06 

29/07    Aghaloo   W/O  Rock    D/F 

29/07   Pomeroy   2-21  Naomh Mhuire   2-02 

29/07    Gortin    D/F  Galbally   W/O 

29/07 REPLAY   Augher    2-07  Drumquin   0-09 

   

Quarter-Finals  

05/08    Eskra    2-10  Derrylaughan   1-08 

05/08    Augher    1-12  Galbally   0-06 

05/08    Clogher   2-06  Moortown   1-11 

05/08    Aghaloo   2-06  Pomeroy   3-17 

Semi-Finals  

12/08 Clogher   Eskra    1-09  Augher    0-09 

12/08 Eendork   Moortown   0-09  Pomeroy   2-11 

 

FINAL  

19/08 Carrickmore  Pomeroy   1-13  Eskra    0-06 
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SENIOR LEAGUE TABLES AT 13/11/03 
 
Division 1A P W D L Pts  Division 1B P W D L Pts 

Dromore 21 15 3 3 33 Coalisland 21 17 2 2 36 

Errigal Ciaran 18 13 0 5 26  Cookstown 21 17 0 4 34 

Ardboe 17 10 2 5 22  Loughmacrory 21 11 4 6 26 

An Charraig Mhor 21 9 3 9 21  Moy 21 12 1 8 25 

Donaghmore 21 9 3 9 21  Dungannon 20 10 3 7 23 

Aghyaran 21 8 3 10 19  Edendork 21 7 5 9 19 

Clan Na nGael 21 8 1 12 17  Omagh 21 7 5 9 19 

Trillick 21 7 3 11 17  Galbally 21 6 5 10 17 

Killyclogher 17 7 2 8 16  Moortown 20 6 5 9 17 

Clonoe 21 7 1 13 15  Strabane 21 4 7 10 15 

Eglish 17 6 3 8 15  Aghaloo 21 5 2 14 12 

Kildress 20 2 6 12 14  Rock 21 2 3 16 7 

             

Div 2       Div 3      

Derrylaughan 22 19 2 1 40  E.R.O’Neills 22 17 3 2 37 

Greencastle 22 13 2 7 28  Fintona 22 16 4 2 36 

Gortin 22 12 3 7 27  Stewartstown 22 16 3 3 35 

Pomeroy 22 12 3 7 27  Eskra 22 12 1 9 25 

Brackaville 22 7 7 8 21  Castlederg 22 10 3 9 23 

Drumquin 22 9 3 10 21  Beragh 22 9 2 11 20 

Tattyreagh 22 9 3 10 21  Derrytresk 22 8 3 11 19 

Killeeshil 22 8 3 11 19  Brockagh 22 8 2 12 18 

Augher 22 5 6 11 16  Dregish 22 7 3 12 17 

Clogher 22 6 4 12 16  Newtownstewart 22 7 2 13 16 

Killyman 22 5 5 12 15  Drumragh 22 7 0 15 14 

Urney 22 5 2 14 13  Glenelly 22 3 0 19 6 

             

 

RESERVE LEAGUE TABLES AT 13/11/03 
 
Division 1A P W D L Pts  Division 1B P W D L Pts 

An Charraig Mhór 21 19 0 2 38 Coalisland 21 18 0 3 36 

Dromore 21 18 1 2 37  Galbally 21 18 0 3 36 

Errigal Ciaran 20 16 0 4 32  Loughmacrory 21 15 3 3 33 

Clonoe 22 13 1 8 27  Cookstown 21 12 2 7 26 

Trillick 20 9 2 9 20  Moy 21 11 1 9 23 

Aghyaran 21 7 2 12 16  Omagh 22 9 3 10 21 

Killyclogher 19 7 2 10 16  Edendork 21 8 2 11 18 

Ardboe 21 7 0 14 14  Strabane 22 7 3 12 17 

Clan Na nGael 20 6 2 12 14  Dungannon 20 7 1 12 15 

Donaghmore 22 6 2 14 14  Moortown 21 6 1 14 13 

Eglish 19 5 1 13 11  Aghaloo 21 5 2 14 12 

Kildress 20 2 3 14 7  Rock 22 2 0 20 4 

             

Division 2 P W D L Pts  Division 3 P W D L Pts 

Greencastle 22 20 2 0 42  Fintona 22 21 0 1 42 

Gortin 22 19 0 3 38  Eskra 22 17 0 5 34 

Derrylaughan 22 13 3 6 29  E.R.O’Neills 21 15 0 6 30 

Pomeroy 21 13 3 5 29  Beragh 22 14 0 8 28 

Drumquin 22 11 4 7 26  Castlederg 21 12 0 9 24 

Killeeshil 22 11 3 8 25  Stewartstown 22 12 0 10 24 

Augher 22 7 2 13 16  Drumragh 22 11 1 10 23 

Brackaville 22 6 2 14 14  Brockagh 22 9 0 13 18 

Urney 22 5 2 15 12  Newtownstewart 22 8 1 13 17 

Killyman 22 5 1 16 11  Dregish 19 5 0 14 10 

Clogher 21 4 2 15 10  Derrytresk 21 2 0 19 4 

Tattyreagh 22 4 2 16 10  Glenelly 22 2 0 20 4 
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U18 Championship 2003   Grade 1   
First Round  Quarter Finals  Semi Finals  Finals 

Cappagh 1-15 Cappagh 1-03 In Coalisland 

 
Cookstown 

 

1-11 

 
 
 

Cookstown 

 

1-12 

 

 

Brackaville 0-05 

Cookstown 1-13 Cookstown 2-07 

Dromore 1-03 

Loughmacrory 1-10 Clonoe 1-19  

Clonoe 

 

0-05 Clonoe 2-10 

Ardboe 1-10 Ardboe 0-02 

Strabane 0-05 

Moortown 0-04 Errigal Ciaran 2-17 In Fintona 

 
Errigal Ciaran 

 

3-08 
 

An Charraig 

Mhór 

 

0-09 

Errigal Ciaran 4-10 

Killeeshil 1-06 Kildress 1-07 

Kildress 1-08 

Omagh 1-11 An Charraig 

Mhór 

6-12  

An Charraig 

Mhór 

 

2-12 An Charraig Mhór 1-12 

Coalisland 3-11 Coalisland 1-06 

Augher 1-04 

 

U18 Championship 2003   Grade 2 
First Round  Quarter Finals  Semi Finals  Finals 

  Drumquin 0-04 In Killeeshil 

 
Eskra 

 

0-08 

 
 
 

Galbally 

 

1-11 

 

 

Drumquin BYE 

Eskra  0-18 Eskra 1-11 

Clan na nGael 0-08 

Fintona 2-08 Fintona 4-07  

Galbally 

 

3-10 Dungannon 1-08 

Galbally 3-07 Galbally 4-14 

Aghyaran 0-07 

Greencastle 0-09 Donaghmore 1-09 In Pomeroy 

 

Donaghmore 

 

1-07 
 

Stewartstown 

 

1-10 

Donaghmore 1-12 

Moy 3-13 Moy 0-09 

Gortin 1-09 

Naomh Mhuire 0-08 Stewartstown 2-20  

Stewartstown 

 

0-14 Stewartstown 3-13 

Drumragh 2-07 Trillick 1-05 

Tillick 2-12 

 

U18 Championship 2003   Grade 3 
First Round  Quarter Finals  Semi Finals  Finals 

Castlederg 1-05 Pomeroy 1-04 In Clogher 

 
Tattyreagh 

 

1-20 

 
 
 

Tattyreagh 

 

0-14 

 

 

Pomeroy 2-08 

Tattyreagh  1-19 Tattyreagh 0-09 

Newtownstewart 0-04 

Eglish 2-18 Eglish 4-15  

Eglish 

 

0-12 Dregish 2-04 

Brockagh 1-14 Brockagh 2-14 

Glenelly 2-09 

Derrytresk 3-06 Aghaloo 5-13 In Augher 

 
Aghaloo 

 

4-10 
 

Aghaloo 

 

0-10 

Aghaloo 9-07 

Beragh 0-07 Owen Roes 1-05 

Owen Roes 1-06 

Clogher 1-11 Clogher 3-04  

Rock 

 

2-11 Urney 1-09 

Derrylaughan 0-09 Rock 2-09 

Rock 3-04 
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U18 Minor League 

 

Grade 1 

Semi Finals      Final 
Clonoe  1-05 Cappagh  0-08  Cookstown 1-06 Clonoe  1-07 

An Charraig 

Mhór  1-08 Cookstown 1-12 

 

Grade 2 

Semi Finals      Final 
Donaghmore 1-09 Dungannon 2-09  Dungannon 1-07 Stewartstown 3-17 

Galbally  2-07 Stewartstown 3-17 

 

Grade 3 

Semi Finals      Final 
Tattyreagh 2-13 N’Stewart 0-09  Tattyreagh 0-11 Eglish  2-09 

Aghaloo  1-11 Eglish  2-11 

 

 

 

U18 MINOR LEAGUE TABLES 
 
Section 1A P W L D Pts  Section 1B P W L D Pts 

An Charraig Mhór 7 5 1 1 11 Cookstown 7 6 1 0 12 

Dromore 7 5 2 0 10 Errigal Ciaran 7 6 1 0 12 

Cappagh 7 4 2 1 9 Clonoe 7 4 3 0 8 

Loughmacrory 7 4 3 0 8 Augher 7 3 4 0 6 

Omagh 7 4 3 0 8 Ardboe 7 2 4 1 5 

Strabane 7 4 3 0 8 Coalisland 7 2 5 0 4 

Kildress 7 1 6 0 2 Brackaville 7 1 6 0 2 

Killeeshil 7 0 7 0 0 Moortown 7 0 6 1 1 

  

Section 2A P W L D Pts  Section 2B P W L D Pts 

Eskra 7 7 0 0 14 Stewartstown 6 5 1 0 10 

Aghyaran 7 4 2 1 9 Donaghmore 6 5 1 0 10 

Greencastle 7 4 3 0 8 Galbally 6 4 2 0 8 

Trillick 7 4 3 0 8 Dungannon 6 3 3 0 6 

Drumragh 7 2 4 1 5 Moy 6 2 3 1 5 

Clan na nGael 7 2 4 1 5 Naomh Mhuire 6 2 3 1 5 

Drumquin 7 2 5 0 4 Fintona 6 0 6 0 0 

Gortin 7 1 5 1 3       

 

Section 3A P W L D Pts  Section 3B P W L D Pts 

Glenelly 7 6 1 0 12 Clogher 7 6  0 12 

Tattyreagh 7 4 1 2 1 Eglish 7 5 2 0 10 

Newtownstewart 7 4 3 0 8 Aghaloo 7 5 2 0 10 

Dregish 7 4 3 0 8 Pomeroy 7 4 3 0 8 

Urney 7 4 3 0 8 Brockagh 7 2 3 2 6 

Beragh 7 3 3 1 7 Rock 7 2 3 2 6 

Owen Roes 7 1 6 0 2 Derrylaughan 7 1 4 2 4 

Castlederg 7 0 6 1 1 Derrytresk 7 0 7 0 0 
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League Quarter Finals 

 

Grade 1     Grade 2 

Cookstown 3-14 Loughmacrory 1-05 Eskra  0-11 Donaghmore  0-12 

An Charraig Mhór 2-13 Errigal Ciaran 0-09 Dungannon 4-04 Aghyaran 2-04 

Clonoe  1-10 Dromore 1-06 Greencastle 0-07 Stewartstown 6-13 

Cappagh  1-10 Augher  1-08 Galbally  6-18 Trillick   1-05 

N’stewart 6-19 Pomeroy 1-02 Dregish  1-09 Eglish  1-12 

Clogher  1-06 Tattyreagh 1-12 Aghaloo  1-15 Glenelly  1-09 

 

Óg Sport 
Group 1      Group 2 
Loughmacrory 4-04 Eskra  2-02  Beragh  2-06 Coalisland 5-09 

Donaghmore 7-03 Killeeshil 1-02  Clonoe  3-03 Rock  2-0 

Loughmacrory 1-03 Donaghmore 2-08  Beragh  2-04 Clonoe  4- 

Eskra  1-09 Killeeshil 3-04  Coalisland 3-09 Rock  2-05 

Loughmacrory 3-07 Killeeshil 2-03  Beragh  3-05 Rock  6-06 

Eskra  2-03 Donaghmore 5-06  Coalisland 2-11 Clonoe  1-11 

 

Group 3 
Errigal Ciaran 4-09 An Charraig Mhór 3-07 

An Charraig Mhór 1-03 Glenelly  2-06 

Errigal Ciaran 0-03 Glenelly  3-04 

 

Semi Final Play-off 

Clonoe  2-12 Loughmacrory 2-05 

 

Semi Finals 

Clonoe  4-04 Glenelly  6-11 

Coalisland 8-09 Donaghmore 2-06 

 

Final 

Coalisland 3-11 Glenelly  3-09 

 

 

 
The Homecoming for Sam Maguire in Omagh’s High Street 
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U13 Feile na nÓg League Tables 
 
 P W L D Pts   P W L D Pts 

Gortin 5 5 0 0 10 Glenelly 5 5 0 0 10 

An Charraig Mhór 5 4 1 0 8 Aghyaran 5 4 1 0 8 

Greencastle 5 3 2 0 6 Castlederg 5 3 2 0 6 

Owen Roes 5 2 3 0 4 Drumquin 5 2 3 0 4 

Urney 5 1 4 0 2 Dregish 5 1 4 0 2 

Clan na nGael 5 0 5 0 0 Newtownstewart 5 0 5 0 0 

             

Dromore 5 5 0 0 10  Tattyreagh 5 4 1 0 8 

Strabane 5 3 1 1 7  Trillick 5 4 1 0 8 

Omagh 5 3 2 0 6  Loughmacrory 5 3 1 1 7 

Errigal Ciaran 5 2 2 1 5  Drumragh 5 2 2 1 5 

Cappagh 5 1 4 0 2  Fintona 5 1 0 0 2 

Cookstown 5 0 5 0 0  Eskra 5 0 5 0 0 

             

Pomeroy 4 4 0 0 3  Derrylaughan 5 5 0 0 10 

Brackaville 5 4 1 0 8  Ardboe 5 4 1 0 8 

Donaghmore 5 2 2 1 5  Coalisland 5 3 2 0 6 

Killeeshil 5 2 3 0 4  Dungannon 5 2 3 0 4 

Galbally 4 1 2 1 3  Augher 5 1 4 0 2 

Eglish 5 0 5 0 0  Clonoe 5 0 5 0 0 

             

Beragh 5 5 0 0 10  Rock 5 5 0 0 10 

Derrytresk 5 3 2 0 6  Edendork 5 4 1 0 8 

Brockagh 5 3 2 0 6  Moy 5 2 3 0 4 

Clogher 5 2 3 0 4  Kildress 5 2 3 0 4 

Aghaloo 5 2 3 0 4  Moortown 5 1 4 0 2 

Killyman 5 0 5 0 0  Stewartstown 5 0 5 0 0 

             

Top two teams in each section qualify for last 16. 

 

 

Discipline 

 

As in the previous two years the Disciplinary tables have been formed from all official 

competitions played in the County. The average number of games for each club was 75 (to 31 

October). Overall the average points accumulated per game is just below nine, a slight increase 

on 2002. The average number of games is actually two less than 2002 even though there was a 

restructuring of the Adult Leagues. In General the level of Discipline within clubs has dropped 

slightly with increases in the numbers of all cards being issued. The Number of players 

dismissed from the field this year has increased by about 35% on the 2002 season.  

 

In 2003 there were a total of 247 Player reported for Red Card Offences. These are detailed in 

the following table. 

 
Red Card Offences    

Offence 2003 2002 % Change 

Striking or Attempted Striking 135 106 27% 

Dangerous Play 25 14 79% 

Kicking or Attempted Kicking 25 12 108% 

Verbal Abuse of Officials 34 35 -3% 

Striking with Head or Attempted 10 5 100% 

Abuse of Official 10 - - 

Others 8 5 60% 
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The entry for Abuse of Official is were the assault is deemed to be more than just verbal, 

unfortunately this figure includes the striking of officials both Referees and Opposing team 

officials. The Majority of these cases were actions of Club Officials and not Players. 

 

Along with the 247 players dismissed on straight red cards, a further 181 were dismissed on 

double yellows. 

There were just over 3000 players cautioned with Yellow cards. The offences for which yellow 

cards were issued are detailed in Table 2. This table reflects the fact that there was an increase 

of approximately 25% in the Number of Yellow cards issued. 

 
Table 2 

Yellow Card Offences    

Offence 2003 2002 % Change 

Rough Play 1387 1118 24% 

Tripping 251 190 32% 

Pulling Down Opponent 199 134 49% 

Persistent Fouling 190 86 121% 

Dissent 183 202 -9% 

Personal Foul 134 -  

High Challenge 91 57 60% 

Late Tackle 78 61 28% 

Challenging Authority 65 39 67% 

Yellow Card 59 51 16% 

Others 462 441 5% 

 

The winners of the Various Disciplinary awards are as detailed in Table 3. 

 
Table 3 

Disciplinary Award Winners 

Overall Derrytresk 

Division 1A Errigal Ciaran 

Division 1B Aghaloo 

Division 2 Clogher 

Division 3 Derrytresk 

 

Complete Points breakdown for all Clubs are shown in Tables 4 to 7 below. This shows where 

each club accumulated their points. 
Table 4 

Division 1A          

Club Adult Under 21 Under 18 Under 16 Under 14 Official Total 

Points 

Total 

Games 

Average 

Points 

Errigal Ciaran 215 70 20 90 60  455 84 5.42 

Trillick 185 5 85 100 40  415 74 5.61 

Ardboe 240 15 105 25 40  425 75 5.67 

Aghyaran 365 25 35 5 20  450 76 5.92 

Clonoe 285 5 200 45 10  545 80 6.81 

Eglish 255 5 150 20 15 80 525 74 7.09 

Donaghmore 320 0 70 180 15  585 80 7.31 

Kildress 430 15 75 25 5  550 75 7.33 

An Charraig Mhór 470 140 60 60 50  780 84 9.29 

Dromore 375 5 55 95 115 80 725 77 9.42 

Clann na nGael 400 0 15 90 15 240 760 71 10.70 

Killyclogher 370 0 65 20 530  985 70 14.07 
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Table 5 

Division 1B          

Club Adult Under 21 Under 18 Under 16 Under 14 Official Total 

Points 

Total 

Games 

Average 

Points 

Aghaloo 325 15 75 10 5  430 74 5.81 

Dungannon 390 0 60 40 20  510 72 7.08 

Omagh 285 30 45 115 65 85 625 77 8.12 

Moy 340 0 40 50 0 125 555 68 8.16 

Moortown 295 145 5 60 30 40 575 69 8.33 

Loughmacrory 335 75 50 100 45 80 685 79 8.67 

Coalisland 350 10 60 65 95 160 740 85 8.71 

Strabane 425 0 85 100 70  680 66 10.30 

Galbally 510 50 165 85 35  845 78 10.83 

Cookstown 370 50 130 30 115 400 1095 86 12.73 

Rock 820 0 65 45 35 160 1125 72 15.63 

Edendork 760 5 45 45 37.5 160 1052.5 65 16.19 

Naomh Mhuire Points are divided evenly between Edendork and Killyman. 

 
Table 6 

Division 2          

Club Adult Under 21 Under 18 Under 16 Under 14 Official Total 

Points 

Total 

Games 

Average 

Points 

Clogher 300 25 40 15 20  400 78 5.13 

Augher 365 35 30 10 5  445 80 5.56 

Tattyreagh 415 0 80 50 25  570 93 6.13 

Killyman 275 5 45 45 37.5  407.5 63 6.47 

Gortin 515 0 20 10 70  615 83 7.41 

Urney 430 0 115 150 50  745 86 8.66 

Derrylaughan 365 180 65 55 35 5 705 79 8.92 

Drumquin 460 10 215 45 15  745 75 9.93 

Brackaville 445 20 300 80 25  870 78 11.15 

Greencastle 715 5 155 45 65  985 85 11.59 

Killeeshil 470 140 365 30 45  1050 76 13.82 

Pomeroy 765 75 445 20 130  1435 87 16.49 

Points for Naomh Mhuire are divided evenly betweeb Killyman and Edendork. 

 
Table 7 

Division 3          

Club Adult Under 21 Under 18 Under 16 Under 14 Official Total 

Points 

Total 

Games 

Average 

Points 

Derrytresk 315 0 10 50 20  395 79 5.00 

Eskra 350 65 10 20 20  465 89 5.22 

Beragh 345 5 35 30 15  430 75 5.73 

Stewartstown 300 0 155 25 5  485 79 6.14 

Drumragh 375 0 115 10 0  500 77 6.49 

Brockagh 305 0 70 35 140  550 84 6.55 

Fintona 375  160 30 75  640 87 7.36 

Dregish 635 0 45 15 5  700 76 9.21 

Glenelly 425 0 80 85 10 160 760 82 9.27 

Castlederg 665 10 85 25 45  830 80 10.38 

E R O'Neills 250 0 340 165 140  895 74 12.09 

Newtownstewart 915 0 110 40 30  1095 87 12.59 

 

Table 8 gives the overall positions for all Football Clubs.  
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Table 8 
Position 

2003 

Club Total Points 

2003 

Total 

Games 

2003 

Average 

Points 2003 

Position 

2002 

Total 

Points 2002 

Total 

Games 

2002 

Average 

Points 2002 

% Change 

on 2002 

1 Derrytresk 395 79 5.00 2 120 42 2.86 75% 

2 Clogher 400 78 5.13 31 575 82 7.01 -27% 

3 Eskra 465 89 5.22 6 260 80 3.25 61% 

4 Errigal Ciaran 455 84 5.42 3 270 87 3.10 75% 

5 Augher 445 80 5.56 4 250 79 3.16 76% 

6 Trillick 415 74 5.61 19 375 71 5.28 6% 

7 Ardboe 425 75 5.67 27 515 79 6.52 -13% 

8 Beragh 430 75 5.73 11 360 81 4.44 29% 

9 Aghaloo 430 74 5.81 5 255 79 3.23 80% 

10 Aghyaran 450 76 5.92 9 265 70 3.79 56% 

11 Tattyreagh 570 93 6.13 1 160 85 1.88 226% 

12 Stewartstown 485 79 6.14 17 455 87 5.23 17% 

13 Killyman 407.5 63 6.47 43 730 70 10.43 -38% 

14 Drumragh 500 77 6.49 14 370 74 5.00 30% 

15 Brockagh 550 84 6.55 35 540 70 7.71 -15% 

16 Clonoe 545 80 6.81 20 415 77 5.39 26% 

17 Dungannon 510 72 7.08 39 700 81 8.64 -18% 

18 Eglish 525 74 7.09 40 645 69 9.35 -24% 

19 Donaghmore 585 80 7.31 44 1010 79 12.78 -43% 

20 Kildress 550 75 7.33 30 460 67 6.87 7% 

21 Fintona 640 87 7.36 24 500 84 5.95 24% 

22 Gortin 615 83 7.41 10 335 86 3.90 90% 

23 Omagh 625 77 8.12 37 635 79 8.04 1% 

24 Moy 555 68 8.16 8 265 71 3.73 119% 

25 Moortown 575 69 8.33 26 495 77 6.43 30% 

26 Urney 745 86 8.66 13 390 80 4.88 78% 

27 Loughmacrory 685 79 8.67 41 730 78 9.36 -7% 

28 Coalisland 740 85 8.71 38 620 75 8.27 5% 

29 Derrylaughan 705 79 8.92 34 665 87 7.64 17% 

30 Dregish 700 76 9.21 7 270 75 3.60 156% 

31 Glenelly 760 82 9.27 36 570 73 7.81 19% 

32 An Charraig Mhor 780 84 9.29 33 605 80 7.56 23% 

33 Dromore 725 77 9.42 48 1680 78 21.54 -56% 

34 Drumquin 745 75 9.93 15 350 70 5.00 99% 

35 Strabane 680 66 10.30 21 435 79 5.51 87% 

36 Castlederg 830 80 10.38 29 455 68 6.69 55% 

37 Clann na nGael 760 71 10.70 45 1010 74 13.65 -22% 

38 Galbally 845 78 10.83 25 515 81 6.36 70% 

39 Brackaville 870 78 11.15 46 1045 69 15.14 -26% 

40 Greencastle 985 85 11.59 12 405 86 4.71 146% 

41 E R O'Neills 895 74 12.09 32 580 81 7.16 69% 

42 Newtownstewart 1095 87 12.59 16 445 87 5.11 146% 

43 Cookstown 1095 86 12.73 47 1515 85 17.82 -29% 

44 Killeeshil 1050 76 13.82 18 490 93 5.27 162% 

45 Killyclogher 985 70 14.07 23 455 78 5.83 141% 

46 Rock 1125 72 15.63 28 510 77 6.62 136% 

47 Edendork 1052.5 65 16.19 22 325 57 5.70 184% 

48 Pomeroy 1435 87 16.49 42 835 88 9.49 74% 
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The point returns for Hurling Clubs are detailed in Table 9, below:  

 
Hurling    

Club Total 

Points 

Games 

Played 

Average 

Points 

Carrickmore 70   

Dungannon  60   

Shamrocks 20   

Naomh Colmcille 0   

 
 

Cups and Trophies 

During the course of last year GAC has examined closely the state of cups and trophies currently held 

by the County. 

It arrived at the conclusion that some of the cups and shields should be replaced because either they 

were so badly damaged that they needed to be changed or because they were of such poor quality that 

they verged upon an insult to the GAA or to the competition they were awarded for. 

It was also decided that some of the cups awarded at Youth Level should gradually be replaced by 

shields because of the trends among youth teams, i.e. Under 18 and below, to introduce alcohol into 

their celebrations.  As a youth promotion agency this should be discouraged and therefore cups should 

gradually be replaced by shields. 

The GAC acknowledges and thanks an Charraig Mhór club and in particular, Jim McElhatton, for their 

assistance in keeping the cups and trophies at their ground. 

 

Championship Regulations 

It must be acknowledged the co-operation of all clubs in respecting the championship regulation during 

the past year. 

It has become clear that clubs now accept that these regulations are important in the presentation of our 

games and the level of fines issued for breaches in the regulations must be at an all time low. 

Perhaps now is the time to begin to introduce control into youth games.  It is very clear that often 

managers and mentors at youth games have in many cases become a ‘16th man’ on the field. 

 

 

Grúpa Oibre Comhfhreagrais 
 

Cathaoirleach: Breandán Ó hEarcáin 

 

Major publications for the Communications Committee are the Fixture Booklet, which is 

becoming more important as an information booklet, and an Annual Magazine. Programmes 

were produced for all Adult Championship Finals, while the G.A.C officials, Eugene 

McConnell and John Gill, covered the full range of Youth Finals. 

  

Promotional posters helped to raise the profile of the early rounds of the Senior Championship 

and, later in the year, a poster campaign was used to generate support for the County U-21 

Football team on the All-Ireland trail. 

  

A highlight of the year was the combined "Media Night" and "Meet the Players Night" in 

Carrickmore. A series of posters helped to make it a good night for the children. 

  

The communications Committee is presently working with the Coaching Committee to provide 

posters for the schools. 

A big thank you to committee members Frank Rodgers, Alan Rodgers, Eugene McConnell and 

Kenny Curran for their work during the year. 
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NA RÚIN 
(Motions) 

 
1. That Bye-law 13 (Tyrone Bye-laws 2002) be amended by the following 

addendum: (c) Transfer applications between Clubs within Tyrone must be 
submitted to an Rúnaí Choiste Chontae not later than 1st March each year. 
(An Bearach) 

 
2. That Bye Law 11(b) be revised to read:  (b)   Applications for transfer between 

clubs within Tyrone will only be considered if received by the Co. Secretary on 
or before the 1st March in any year. Requests to play with a club in an adjoining 
parish, and any other movement between clubs within the county shall be 
subject to the same deadline. (Section 11a to remain as it is). 

 (Cluain Eo) 
 

3. The following to be added as a new Bye-law to the Tyrone County Bye-laws, in 
the interest of promoting our games and ensuring the continued vitality of the 
GAA in Tyrone: All affiliated football Clubs should have an active referee at both 
youth and adult levels. Clubs which do not have an active referee will lose 
entitlement to adult home games. Clubs whose referees do not officiate at a 
minimum of 15 games per season will not be allocated adult home games for 
the following season. 
(An Coiste Chontae) 
 

4. That Bye-law 2 (Tyrone Bye-laws 2002) be amended as follows: The County 
Committee shall consist of the following officials 

a. Officers: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, 
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Development Officer, Coaching Officer, 
Officer for Irish Language and Culture, Youth Officer, P.R.O.  

b. Central Council Representative 
c. Ulster Council Representative (2 No.) 
d. County Handball Representative 
e. County Primary Schools’ Representative 
f. County Secondary and Vocational Schools’ Representative 
g. County Referees’ Administrator 

With the exception of the County Referees’ Administrator who shall be appointed by 
the County Committee in accordance with Rule 57, all shall be elected at the annual 
convention. 

All 18 members of the County Committee shall have full voting rights.  
(An Bearach) 

 
5. That Bye-law 3 (Tyrone Bye-laws 2002) be amended as follows:  

Games Administration Committee (11 members plus 2 members per Club) 
To be responsible for all fixtures and disciplinary matters arising from games. 
To consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, a Secretary, an Adult Fixtures’ 
Secretary, a Hurling Fixtures’ Secretary (responsible for both adult and youth), a 
Youth Fixtures’ Secretary, an Assistant Youth Fixtures’ Secretary, a Disciplinary 
Secretary, 2 Assistant Secretaries for Referees’ appointments and the 
Referees’ Administrator plus 2 delegates from each affiliated Club in Tyrone. 
Plenary powers shall be delegated to the Games Administration Committee. 
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Officers of the County Committee shall make reports to meetings of the Games 
Administration Committee. 
(An Bearach) 

 
6. That Bye-law 3.2 be amended to include the following paragraph: The officers of 

the GAC will be elected following a specially convened meeting of the Tyrone 
County Committee. 
(An Srath Bán) 

 
7. That Bye Law 4 be amended to read: No individual shall hold the position of  

Chairman of the Games Administration Committee, for more than 5 consecutive 
years. 
(Cluain Eo) 
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AINMNIÚCHAIN 
(Nominations) 

 
 
 
Cathaoirleach: Brendan Harkin (Coill an Chlochair), Liam Nelis (Éadan na dTorc) 
(outgoing).  
 
Leas-Cathaoirleach: Pat Darcy (An Taite Riabhach) (outgoing), Cuthbert Donnelly 
(Achadh Lú), Terry McCann (Coill an Chlochair), Eugene McConnell (Clochar). 
 

Rúnaí: Dominic McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing). 
 
Rúnaí Cúnta: Frank Campbell (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), (outgoing), Michael McGoldrick 
(Eiscreach). 
 
Cisteoir: Enda Cushnahan (Doire Lochain), Paul Doris (Dún Geanainn), Michael 
Harvey (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Seamus McDonald (Coill an Chlochair) (outgoing).  
 
Cisteoir Cúnta: Michael Harvey (outgoing), Hugh McAleer (An Bearach), Seamus 
McDonald, Ciaran McKenna (An Clochar), Matt Treacy (Cill Dhreasa).  
 
Ball Árd Chomhairle: Cuthbert Donnelly, Paul Doris, Brendan Harkin, Dominic 
McCaughey (outgoing). 
 
Baill Chomhairle Uladh: Gerard Bradley (An Goirtín), Jim Curran (Ard Bó), Cuthbert 
Donnelly (outgoing), Paul Doris (outgoing), Seamus Hannigan (An Omaigh), Liam 
Nelis, Sean Quinn (An Bruach Aille).  
 
Oifigeach Forbartha: Aidan Harkin (An Srath Bán), Terry McCann, Dermot 
McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing). 
 

Oifigeach na nÓg:  Peter Burke (Cluain Eo), Terry McCann, Eugene McConnell, 
Michael McGoldrick (outgoing), Ciaran McLaughlin (An Srath Bán). 
 
Oifigeach Cultúr & Teanga: Seamus Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Dermot 
McCaughey, Michael McCaughey (Trí Leac) (outgoing).  
 
Oifigeach Oiliúna: Enda Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaortainn), Terry McCann (outgoing).   
 
Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí: Aidan Harkin, Brendan Harkin (outgoing), Frank 
Rodgers (An Bearach).  
 

Baill an Choiste: Bernie McGirr (Eochar), John Donnelly (Bearach), Sean Quinn 
(Bruach Áille), Sean McGuigan (An Charraig Mhór), Sean McElroy (Clochar), Joe 
McCabe (Cluain Eo), Seamus McGale (Droim Caoin), Aidan Currie (Éadan na dTorc), 
Sean McKenna (Aireagal Chiaráin), Johnny Dooher (E. R. Uí Néill), Brian Hackett 
(Eiscreach), Noel McGeary (Gallbhaile), Dermot McConnell (Gleann Eallaigh), Gabriel 
Treanor (An Goirtín), Milo Skeffington (Cill Íseal), John O’Hagan (Cill na mBan), Chris 
Jones (An Baile Nua), Eugene McMahon (An Ómaigh), Felix Hagan (Cabhán 
a’Chaorthainn), Sean Ruddy (An Charraig), Damien McConville (An Chraobh), Aodhán 
Ó hEarcáin (An Srath Bán), Martin McGrade (Trí Leac).    



 74 

Appendix 1 

 

SUB-COMMITTEES – 2003  
 

 

Coiste Riaracháin na gCluichí  (11) 

Pat Darcy          (An Taite Riabhach) (Chairman) 
Donal Magee  (Coill an Chlochair) (Vice-Chairman) 
Michael Kerr       (An Charraig Mhór) (Secretary) 
Brian Hackett      (Eiscreach)  (Adult Fixtures) 
Tony Fawl  (Na Seamroga) (Hurling Fixtures) 
John Gill             (Dún Geanainn) (Youth Fixtures) 
Eugene McConnell (Clochar)  (Youth Fixtures) 
Cathal Daly           (An Eaglais)  (Discipline) 
PJ McDermott    (An Caisleán Glas) (Adult Referees) 
Seamus McGale    (Dorim Caoin) (Youth Referees) 
Paul Doris   (Dún Geanainn) (Referees’ Administrator)    
 
 
Coiste Forbartha  (6) 
Dermot McCaughey  (Trí Leac)  (Chairman)  
Donal Magee   (Coill an Chlochair) 
Joe McCabe   (Cluain Eo) 
Sean McElroy  (Clochar) 
Damán Mac Conmhaoil (An Chraobh) 
Noel McGeary  (An Gallbhaile) 
 
 
Coiste Oiliúna & Forbartha na gCluichí  (8) 
Terry McCann (Coill an Chlochair)  (Chairman)  
Liam Grugan  (An Omaigh)   (Secretary) 
Peter Kerr  (An Charraig Mhór)  (Adult Hurling) 
Martin Boyle  (Na Seamroga)  (Youth Hurling) 
John Kerlin  (Clann na nGael)  (Referees) 
Michael McGoldrick (Eiscreach)   (Youth Officer) 
Enda Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)  (Cumann na nGairmscoileanna)  

Pat McGivern Oileán a’Ghuail)  (Cumann na mBúnscoilleanna) 

 
 
Coiste Cultúr  (6) 
Michael McCaughey (Trí Leac)    (Chairman) 
Seamus Kilpatrick (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)    
Eamon Campbell  (Doire Treasc) 
Anna McCaughey  (An Charraig Mhór) 
Cormac McAleer (An Charraig Mhór) 
Oliver Corr  (Oilean a’Ghuail) 
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PR / Marketing  (6) 
James Treacy  (Cluain Eo)  (Chairman) 
Mark Conway (Cill Dhreasa)  (Secretary) 
Brendan Harkin (Coill an Chlochair) (PRO) 
John Mulgrew (Domhnach Mór) 
Phelim O’Neill (Eochar) 
Patsy Forbes  (Ard Bó) 
 
 
Coiste na nÓg  (6) 
Michael McGoldrick (Eiscreach) (Chairman) 
Mary Daly  (An Mhaigh) 
Paddy O’Brien  (Loch Mhic Ruairí) 
John Gill   (Dún Geanainn) 
Jerome McElroy (An Eochar) 
Matt Treacy   (Cill Dhreasa) 
 
 
Coiste na Réiteoirí  (7) 
Paul Doris   (Dún Geanainn) (Co-ordinator) 
Michael Hughes (Domhnach Mór) (Secretary) 
Patsy Taggart  (Cluain Eo)  
PJ McDermott    (An Caisleán Glas) 
Johnny Dooher  (E. R. Uí Néill) 
Sean Ruddy  (An Charraig) 
Shane Corr  (Oilean a’Ghuail) 
 
 
Grúpa Oibre Theicneolaíocht an Eolais  (3) 
Pearse Kilpatrick  (An Corra Críochach) (Chairman) 
Richard Thornton  (Oileán a’Ghuail) 
Damian Harvey  
 
 
Grúpa Oibre Forbártha Iomána  (6) 
Peter Kerr   (An Charraig Mhór) (Chairman) 
George Byrne (Naomh Colmcille)   (Secretary)  
Paul Doherty  (Na Seamróga) 
Tony Fawl   (Na Seamróga) 
Matt McDermott  
Ciaran McHugh (Dún Geanainn) 
 
 
Grúpa Oibre Comhfhreagrais (5) 

Brendan Harkin (Coill an Chlochair) (Chairman) 
Kenny Curran (Loch Mhic Ruairí) 
Eugene McConnell (Clochar) 
Frank Rodgers (Bearach) 
Alan Rodgers (Bearach) 
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Grúpa Oibre Airgeadais (8) 

Seamus McDonald  (Coill an Chlochair) (Chairman) 
Dominic McCaughey  (Trí Leac) 
Aiden O’Neill   (Éadán na dTorc) 
Frank Campbell   Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)   
Cuthbert Donnelly  (Achadh Lú) 
Pat Darcy    (An Tate Riabhach) 
Liam Nelis    (Éadán na dTorc)  
Michael Harvey  (Cabhán a’Chaorthainn)   
 
 
Fo-Choiste Páirc Uí hÉilí  (6) 

Frankie Bradley  (An Omaigh)   (Chairman) 
Pat Darcy          (Coiste Bainistí)  
Dermot McCaughey (Development Officer) 
Brian Colton  (An Omaigh) 
Oliver Gormley (An Omaigh) 
Michael Harvey  
 
 
Referees’ Administrator 

Paul Doris (Dún Geanainn)   
 
 
Liaison Officers 

Peil Shinnsear:  Frank Campbell  
Peil Faoi-21:    Cuthbert Donnelly 
Peil Faoi-18:    Michael Harvey 
Iomána Shinnsear:   Tony Fawl 
Iomána Faoi-21, 18, 16:  Pat Darcy 
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Appendix 2 
 

County  Committee Attendance Register - 2003  
 
 

MEMBER CLUB Total 

Michael Muldoon Achadh Lú 5 

Brian McHugh Achadh Uí Arain 4 

Jim Curran Árd Bó 4 

Bernie McGirr Eochar 5 

John Donnelly Bearach 5 

Sean Quinn Bruach Áille 3 

 Brocach  

Michael Kerr An Charraig Mhór 5 

Aidan Rushe Caisleán na Deirge 3 

James O'Neill Clann na nGael 4 

Sean McElroy Clochar 5 

Joe McCabe Cluain Eo 4 

Oliver Corr Oileán a'Ghuail 5 

Pearse Kilpatrick An Chorra Chríochach 5 

Seamus McCann Doire Lochain 0 

Malachy Fitzgerald Doire Treasc 2 

Patsy Gallagher Domhnach Mór 4 

Tom O’Kane Deargais 2 

Paul McCaffrey An Droim Mór 5 

Seamus McGale Droim Caoin 4 

Paddy Mullan Droim Ratha 5 

Oliver McHugh Dún Geanainn 4 

Aidan Currie Éadan na dTorc 5 

Cathal Daly Eaglais 4 

Johnny Dooher Eoghan Rua Uí Néill 3 

Sean McKenna Aireagal Chiarán 3 

Brian Hackett Eiscreach 4 

Kevin Hagan Fionntamhnach 2 

Noel McGeary Gallbhaile 3 

Dermot McConnell Gleann Aichle 3 

Gabriel Treanor An Goirtín 5 

Perry McCrory An Caisleán Glas 5 

Eamon Rafferty Cill Dreasa 5 

Milo Skeffington Cill Íseal 5 

Donal Magee Coill an Chlochair 4 

John O’Hagan Cill na mBán 0 

Paddy O’Brien Loch Mhic Ruairí 4 

Tom McQuillan Baile na Móna 4 

Peter Duffy An Mhaigh 4 

Chris Jones An Baile Nua 2 
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Eugene McMahon An Omaigh 4 

Felix Hagan Cabhán a'Chaorthainn 3 

Sean Ruddy An Charraig 4 

Damian McConville An Chraobh 4 

Aidan Harkin An Srath Bán 5 

Jim Darcy Taite Riabhach 2 

Martin McGrade Trí Leac 3 

Pat Holland Urnaí 4 

Sean Kerr An Charraig Mhór  (H) 5 

Ciaran McHugh Dún Geanainn        (H) 3 

Tony Fawl Na Seamróga         (H) 3 

Seamus McDonald Naomh Colmcille    (H) 3 

Pat McGivern Primary Schools 1 

 Secondary Schools 0 

Paddy McCrory Handball 1 

Michael Harvey  5 

Michael McCaughey  5 

Terry McCann  3 

Michael McGoldrick  5 

Dermot McCaughey  5 

Paul Doris  4 

Brendan Harkin  2 

   

 

 

The Management Committee met formally on a further 16 occasions with the following total 

attendances: 

 
An Coiste Bainistí 

 

Liam Mac Niallais  21 

Pádraig Ó Dorchai  19 

Damhnaic Mac Eochaidh 21 

Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil 21 

Séamas Mac Dómhnaill  20 

Séamas Ó Treasaigh*    7 * At Congress S. Ó Treasaigh was elected a Trustee. 

Cuthbert Ó Donnaile  17 
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Appendix 3 
 

Ticket Allocations 
 

For the All-Ireland Hurling Finals there was a reduction in the number of tickets received due 

mainly to the non-availability of the Nally Stand.  

The distribution of tickets within the County is indicated in the accompanying Table 1: 

 

 Number Percentage 

Football Clubs 182 42.3 

Hurling Clubs 92 21.4 

Sub-Committees 49 11.4 

Sponsors 4 0.9 

Players/Managers 80 18.6 

Former Officials 19 4.4 

Others 4 0.9 

TOTAL: 430 100.0 

    

Table 1  Distribution of All-Ireland Hurling Tickets.  

 

Tickets for the All-Ireland football finals were received in three separate allocations and were 

sorted and distributed to Clubs and other units over an eleven-day period finishing off on the 

Friday prior to the Final. I pay tribute to all those members of an Coiste Bianistí who worked on 

this major task and thank in particular Proinnsias Mac Cathmhaoil for his huge contribution in 

time and effort during this period. 

 

In the final analysis Tír Eoghain received a total of 13,127 tickets, including Hill 16, Players’, 

Youth Group and Wheelchair Users’ tickets, which cost €555,647. Of course many more tickets 

ended up in the possession of supporters of Tír Eoghain in advance of the final, with the whole 

country being searched and all the long-standing favours being called in.  

 

The allocation of this allocation among all our units is indicated in Table 2 below. 

    

 Number Percentage 

Clubs 11320 86.2 

Players / Managers 658 5.0 

Sub-Committees 520 4.0 

Sponsors 320 2.4 

Former Players 64 0.5 

Former Managers 16 0.1 

Former Officials 50 0.4 

Others 179 1.4 

TOTAL: 13,127 100.0 

 

Table  2  Distribution of All-Ireland Football Tickets. 
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Transfers Approved by Central Office – 2003 
 

Name Present Club New Club Date 

Eugene McCann Coalisland Garryowen, London 26/01/2003 

Anthony McCann Tyrone, New York Coalisland 24/02/2003 

Eunan Kelly Sean McDermott's, Warws. Beragh 24/02/2003 

Martin Harvey Aidan McAnespie, Boston Castlederg 24/02/2003 

John  Gallagher St Enda's, Ballyboden Castlederg 24/02/2003 

Mark Duffy Corofin, Clare Beragh 14/02/2003 

Emmett Donaghy Young Ireland's, Sydney Loughmacrory 07/03/2003 

Stephen McElroy St Gabriel's, London Éire Óg, Carrickmore 17/03/2003 

Stephen McElroy Parnell's, London An Charraig Mhór 17/03/2003 
Adrian Martin Parnell's, London An Charraig Mhór 28/03/2003 

Owen Cullen Young Irelanders, Philadelphia Derrytresk 11/04/2003 

Brian Taggart Young Ireland's, Sydney Clonoe 04/04/2003 

Damian McKenna Penrith Gaels, Australia Augher 04/04/2003 

Emmett McNally Round Towers, London  Cookstown 12/04/2003 

Barry Mallon Tara, London Edendork 01/04/2003 

Barry McGarvey Killyclogher Clonard, Wexford 06/04/2003 

David Hackett Oisin's, Lancs Edendork 14/04/2003 

Barry Donnelly Killyclogher Oisin's, Lancs 17/04/2003 

Gerard Jones Young Ireland's, Australia Eglish 03/05/2003 

Stephen Conway Oisin's, Lancs Killyclogher 12/05/2003 
Adrian Hughes Clonoe Gaels, Warwickshire 19/05/2003 

Plunket Tuohey Greencastle Tyrone, New York 19/05/2003 

Conor Devine Cookstown Penrith Gaels, Australia 17/05/2003 

John  Gillespie Castlederg Penrith Gaels, Australia 17/05/2003 

Sean Pol Harte Loughmacrory Young Ireland's, Australia 17/05/2003 

Brendan Ward Loughmacrory Young Ireland's, Australia 17/05/2003 

Barry Winters Dungannon Central Coast, Australia 17/05/2003 

Martin Ward Shamrocks Sydney Shamrocks 17/05/2003 

Noel Burns Dulwich Harps, London Dungannon 31/05/2003 

Martin Boyle Dulwich Harps, London Dungannon 31/05/2003 

Brendan Dolan Aghyaran Jersey Irish 22/05/2003 
Ben McQuaid Dungannon Kerry Gaels, London 08/06/2003 

Conor Daly Killeeshil Pearse's, London 31/05/2003 

Adrian Fox An Charraig Mhór Tyrone, New York 09/06/2003 

Barry McElduff An Charraig Mhór Tyrone, New York 09/06/2003 

Maurice  Devlin Sands/McSwiney's, Scotland Killyman 19/06/2003 

Gerard Shiels Edendork Parnell's, London 15/06/2003 

Sean Fox Mitchell's, Lancashire Eglish 24/06/2003 

Gerard McCaskie Killyclogher St Brendan's, London 22/06/2003 

Barry McCaskie Omagh St Brendan's, London 22/06/2003 

Ronan Henry Moortown Derry, New York 23/06/2003 

Stephen Nixon Donnybrook Gaels Beragh 18/07/2003 
Bosco Lyons Tír Conaill Gaels, London Coalisland 20/07/2003 

Michael Rouse Coalisland St Claret's, London 24/07/2003 

Chris McCarroll Tattyreagh Young Ireland's, Australia 03/08/2003 

Peadar Gormley Donnybrook Gaels Tattyreagh 30/07/2003 

Niall O'Connor Edendork Naomh Olaf, Dublin 09/08/2003 

Ronan Gourley Rock Garryowen, London 11/08/2003 

Ronan McGurren Trillick Roger Casement's, Warws 10/08/2003 

Cathal Taggart Omagh St Lawrence's, Lancs 15/08/2003 

Barry McGarvey Clonard, Wexford Killyclogher 12/09/2003 

Daithí Mac Eadaigh Edendork Oisin's, Lancs 06/10/2003 

Mark McCullagh Gortin St Benedicts Harps, Yorks 16/10/2003 
Ciaran Donaghy Cookstown Penrith Gaels, Australia 21/10/2003 

David Rafferty Eglish Penrith Gaels, Australia 21/10/2003 
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Transfers Approved by Coiste Thír Eoghain - 2003 
 

     

Declan McGee Coalisland Galbally 11/02/2003 

Noel Woods Brackaville Coalisland 11/02/2003 

Dominic McMenemy Dungannon Pomeroy 11/02/2003 

Jason McCarron Fintona Omagh 11/02/2003 

Cathal Cushnahan Derrytresk Derrylaughan 11/02/2003 

Brian Somerville Killeeshil Beragh 11/02/2003 

Emmett Stringer Dungannon Edendork 11/02/2003 

Michael Rea Brackaville Derrytresk 11/02/2003 
Ryan O'Neill Clonoe Derrytresk 11/02/2003 

Michael Donnelly Derrylaughan Derrytresk 11/02/2003 

Lee Canavan Clonoe Derrytresk 11/02/2003 

Odhran  McGrath Coalisland Derrytresk 11/02/2003 

Stephen Sharkey Omagh Drumquin 11/03/2003 

Niall Hughes Dungannon Killyman 11/03/2003 

Sean  O'Neill Moortown Stewartstown 11/03/2003 

Kevin Devine Aghyaran Greencastle 11/03/2003 

Darren McKenna Clogher Augher 01/04/2003 

Martin Keyes Drumragh Castlederg 11/03/2003 

Patrick Hughes Donaghmore Galbally 11/03/2003 
Patrick McGlinchey Brackaville Coalisland 11/03/2003 

Connor Canavan Brockagh Derylaughan 01/04/2004 

Kevin O'Neill Dungannon Donaghmore 01/04/2003 

Roddy McKenna Killeeshil Eglish 11/03/2003 

Christopher Rutledge Loughmacrory Drumragh 01/04/2003 

Darren Rutledge Loughmacrory Drumragh 01/04/2003 

Gavin  Rafferty Galbally Moortown 01/04/2003 

John McGoldrick Dromore Omagh 12/04/2003 

Ciaran McBride Omagh An Charraig Mhór 13/05/2003 

Philip McGovern Omagh Shamrocks 13/05/2003 

Darryl Rafferty Dungannon Donaghmore 13/05/2003 
Dwyer O'Hagan None Derrytresk 13/05/2003 

Shane O'Neill Coalisland Derrytresk 13/05/2003 

Seamus Mills Augher Pomeroy 13/05/2003 

PJ Donnelly Errigal Ciaran Eglish 13/05/2003 

Cormac McHugh Dungannon Eglish 13/05/2003 

Laurence Goan Aghyaran Castlederg 13/05/2003 

Odhran  McGrath Coalisland Derrytresk 13/05/2003 

Barry O'Neill Edendork Donaghmore 03/06/2003 

Brian Catterson Moy Brockagh 07/07/2003 

Declan Campbell Killeeshil Rock 03/06/2003 

Tony Skeffington Killyman Brockagh 08/07/2003 
Niall Bleeks Dungannon Donaghmore 08/07/2003 

Hugh Donaghy Galbally Pomeroy 08/07/2003 

Conor O'Hagan Brockagh Derrylaughan 05/08/2003 

Chris  Elliott Strabane Urney 07/10/2003 
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Transfers Approved by Comhairle Uladh – 2003 
 

Name Present Club New Club Date 
     

Carl McCabe St John's, Antrim Omagh 26/03/2003 

Paul Holmes Moy Harps, Armagh 26/03/2003 

Gareth McArdle Moy Collegeland, Armagh 26/03/2003 

Conor McCarroll Steelstown Eskra 26/03/2003 

Pearse McCallan An Charraig Mhór St. Enda's, Antrim 26/03/2003 
Raymond McBennett Dungannon Clonmore 29/04/2003 

Paul Loughran Errigal Ciaran St. Enda's, Antrim 26/03/2003 

Irwin  Donnellan Moy Collegeland, Armagh 27/05/2003 

Cathal Devlin Ballinderry Moortown 29/04/2003 

Paul Devlin Loup Cookstown 23/09/2003 

John Boyle Newtownstewart Killybegs 29/04/2003 

Fergal McGuckin Cookstown St. Michael's, Down 13/05/2003 

John McGlade Omagh Four Masters, Donegal 29/04/2003 

Patrick Donnelly Blackwatertown Eglish 13/05/2003 

Terence McDaid Red Hugh's, Donegal Castlederg 23/09/2003 
Sean McCoy Strabane Ederney 23/09/2003 

Conn  Smith Omagh Lisbellaw 23/09/2003 

Nigel Loughran Errigal Ciaran Castlewellan 23/09/2003 

Shane Keenan Dungannon Cootehill 23/09/2003 

Paul McNally Lissan Ardboe 23/09/2003 

     

     

Sanctions to North American Board - 2003 
     

Name Club US Club Dates Received 

Damien McElduff Loughmacrory Kevin Barry's Philadelphia 20th April - 30th Sept 12/04/2003 

Brendan McLaughlin Strabane McAnespie's, Boston 1st April - 10th Sept 24/04/2003 

Niall O'Neill Clonoe St Colmcille's, Boston 28th April - 25th July 25/04/2003 
Brian Dynes Clonoe St Colmcille's, Boston 28th April - 4th Sept 25/04/2003 

Emmot Donaghy Loughmacrory Connemara Gaels, Boston 29th April - 30th Sept 29/04/2003 

Fearghal Donnelly Trillick Wolfe Tones, Boston 10th June - 15th Sept 06/05/2003 

Aidan McCarron Fintona Donegal, Philadelphia 2nd June - 30th Sept 29/05/2003 

Gabriel Hurl Ardboe St Vincent's, Toronto 1st June - 30th Sept 30/05/2003 

Paul Rafferty Galbally Kevin Barry's Philadelphia 14th June - 15th Aug 10/06/2003 

Ciaran McCrory Galbally Kevin Barry's Philadelphia 14th June - 15th Aug 10/06/2003 

Francis Hamilton Dungannon St. Colmcille's, Boston 6th June - 25th Aug 11/06/2003 

Declan Coyle Coalisland Donegal, Philadelphia 29th April - 22nd Dec. 12/06/2003 

Anthony McGonagle Urney Shannon Blues, Boston 10th June - 1st Sept 16/06/2003 

Ronan Lafferty Urney Shannon Blues, Boston 10th June - 1st Sept 16/06/2003 
Kieran Jordan Eglish McAnespie's, Boston 13th June - 30th Sept 17/06/2003 

Dwyer Jordan Eglish Ulster, San Francisco 20th June - 9th Sept 18/06/2003 

Pauric Daly Eglish Ulster, San Francisco 20th June - 9th Sept 18/06/2003 

Brian Taggart Clonoe Armagh-Notre Dame, 
Boston 

30th June - 30th Aug 18/06/2003 

Darren Meyler Omagh St Michael's, Toronto  24th June - 30th Aug  23/06/2003 

Joseph Ogle Eglish Ulster, San Francisco 26th June - 9th Sept 24/06/2003 

Brendan Donnelly Eglish McAnespie's, Boston 28th June - 9th Sept 24/06/2003 

Ryan O'Neill Clonoe St Colmcille's, Boston 30th June - 30th Aug 25/06/2003 

Peter Donnelly Coalisland Kevin Barry's Philadelphia 27th June - 18th Aug 25/06/2003 
Shane Sweeney Aghyaran Donegal, Philadelphia 30th June - 12th Sept 26/06/2003 

Michael Anderson Aghyaran Donegal, Philadelphia 30th June - 12th Sept 26/06/2003 

Patrick O'Farrell Coalisland Young Irelanders, 
Philadelphia 

29th June - 28th Aug. 27/06/2003 

Austin Donaghy Dromore Tyrone, Philadelphia 12th June - 12th Sept 01/07/2003 

Emmet McFadden Trillick Tyrone, Philadelphia 12th June - 12th Sept 01/07/2003 
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PERMITS to NEW YORK  -  2003    

Name Club NY Club Dates Received 

Martin Penrose Aghyaran Tyrone 28th May - 27th Aug 26/05/2003 

Terence Tracey Greencastle Tyrone 29th June - 2nd August 27/05/2003 
Owen Devine Aghyaran Tyrone 28th June - 28th August 02/07/2003 

Brian McGuckin Edendork Tyrone 7th July - 5th Sept. 07/07/2003 

     

 

 

 

 

Ulster, All-Ireland and National League Champions – 2003 
 

 
 

Back Row (L.-R.): C. Holmes, P. Loughran, S. Cavanagh, C. McAnallen, J. Devine, P. McConnell, E. 

McGinley, M. Coleman, E. Mulligan, P. Jordan, B. McGuigan, K.Hughes, S. O’Neill, G. Cavlan, G. 

Devlin. 

Front Row (L.-R.): M.McGee, C. Lawn, B.Robinson, C. McGinley, C. Gourley, D. Carlin, P.Canavan 

(Capt.), R. McMenamin, B. Dooher, D. McCrossan, F. McGuigan, M. Harte, P. Horisk, S. Mulgrew, C. 

Gormley 

 

 


